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INTRODUCTION 
Retrospect and Recollection 

Among all the diplomatic missions at the disposal of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt in the spring of 1933 qone had more immediate 
significance for the United States than the Embassy in Berlin. 
"None presented more thorny problems of policy, conduct, nego- 
tiation, and spirit. Ever since the outburst of commercial rivalry 
between Germany and the United States in the closing years of 
the nineteenth century, the management of their diplomatic re- 
lations had been disturbed by frictions and disputes. The par- 
ticipation of America in the World War against Germany had 
accentuated andent grudges. The economic crisis which broke 
in 1929 had disrupted efforts at reconstruction in Gcrman- 
Amcrican relationships, especially as German governments, 
banks, and corporations found it difficult, if not impossible, to 
meet the charges on the huge debts recently incurred in the 
United States. To all these stresses were added the strains due 
to the banking and industrial crash in both countries and the 
spectacular accession of Adolf Hitler to power in Berlin, with 
grave consequences, then dimly discernible, likely to flow from 
this “revolution of nihilism.” 

’ Although, after the lapse of seven years, it is impossible to 
recover the state of mind existing in 1933, certain facts stand 
out in the record .and in memory. In January, Mr. Hitler had 
become Chancellor, the head of a government of concentra- 
tion, in a nation divided and bewildered. For many months his 
fate was uncertain. Surrounded by powerful associates bent'on 
curbing and using him, confronted by a bureaucracy trained in 
the old traditions and bitterly opposed, tn his. process, as/i 
methods, the new Chancellor’s fortunes were, at the moment, 
hidden from all vision, even his own. He might be subdued to 
a conservative reaction. He might become the complete master 
of Germany, using either the right or left wing of his party in 
the process. That he was a dangerous and ruthless personality 
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was well known everywhere in the spring of 1933, but, as the 
veil could not be lifted on the future, several varieties of policy 
in relationship with his government were recognized as avail- 
able in all diplomatic circles, including the Department of State 
in Washington. 

In this confused and deteriorating situation, fraught with high 
tensions, President Roosevelt faced the necessity of choosing 
the American Ambassador to Germany. He could select a repre- 
1 sentative from among the rich men who had made heavy con- 
tributions to the Democratic campaign fund of ig32.\But a 
selection from this class meant taking a financier, a rich lawyer, 
or a soldier of great fortune — a man little versed in the history 
of European politics and likely to use the Embassy as a debt 
collection or salvaging agency for American creditors, or in 
selling raw materials for German rearmament, while making 
lavish displays at dinners and entertainments. 

A second class of potential candidates for the post embraced 
“career” men in the diplomatic and consular service of the 
United States — permanent civil servants more or less “trained” 
in the conduct of foreign relations. They were “correct” in 
matters of protocol — precedence, propriety, formalities, and 
traditions ; yet they were not all mere bureaucrats. In fact, the 
careerists most “available” for the Embassy in Berlin were either 
ridrthemselves or had married fortunes ; they were ambitious. 
Or k had ambitious wives. Only innocence regarded them as 
purely objective agents of the national interest. 

If mighty contributors to campaign funds and career diplo- 
v mats were to be passed over, President Roosevelt had another 
.range of choice before him. Bearing in mind the difficulties of 
the mission, he was morally bound to select for the post an 
American citizen acquainted with the German language, with 
German history, literature, pol itics, policies, trad itions, and file ~ 
This meant choosing someone "of scholarly attainments, ~ lor" 
knowledge of German history, traditions, policies, and fife could 
only be acquired by years of study and experience in Germany. 

Here, too. President Roosevelt had precedents. George Ban- 
croft, the historian, a doctor of philosophy from Gottingen, had 
, served as American Minister in Berlin during the crisis of the 
Franco-Prussian War and the establishment of the German 
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Empire. Andrew D. White, for a season a student in Germany, 
author of the History of the Warfare of Science with Theology, first 
President of the American Historical Association, had repre- 
sented the United States in the Empire throughout the period 
of high tension over the Spanish-American War. 

With these examples before him, amid the crisis at home and 
the dissolution in international relations, President Roosevelt, 
advised, it seems, by Daniel G. Roper, his Secretary of Com- 
merce, chose another scholar to serve the United States in 
Germany — WUfiamTlfDddd, 'professor of history in the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. Although Mr. Dodd had not beenas active in 
politics as Bancroft or White, he was widely recognized, by 
those competent to pass upon such matters, as one of America’s 
ablest historians, a writer and teacher of distinction. He had 
already been designated to serve as President of the American 
Historical Association in 1934. If his record as scholar was 
little appreciated by casual readers of the news announcing 
Mr. Dodd’s appointment as Ambassador to Germany, the choice 
certainly indicated that President Roosevelt had decided to 
take a particular line in opening relations with the new German 
government. 

The line, destined to prove hopeless, was an appeal to the 
best in old German culture. Mr. Dodd was eminently fitted to . 
make that appeal and at the same time represented the bestin' 
the American democratic tradition. He was of old English stock, 
bom in Clayton, North Carolina, in 1869, a graduate of the Vir- 
ginia Polytechnic Institute, the holder of a doctor’s degree from 
the University of Leipzig, won in 19O0 by three years of hard , 
work, crowned by a dissertation on Thomas Jefferson’s return 
to politics in 1796 {JeJerson's Rtlckkehr zur Politik). After teach- - 
ing for eight years in Randolph Macon College, he was called 
^ j t/I Encage in uni fnere decimated 

himself to research, instruction, and writing in the field of 
American history, while retaining his early interest in European' 
affairs. 

Brought up in the Baptist Church, Mr. Dodd belonged 
' tb V ving ° F the Roger Wmiams tradition— separation of 
Church and State, religious liberty, and freedom of conscience. 
His bent in this direction was strengthened by bis marriage in 
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1901 to Martha Johns, of Auburn, North Carolina, a woman 
of similar spirit, idealistic, buoyant, courteous, and intelligent 
The love of freedom which he acquired in his youth and forti- 
fied by drawing upon the kindred sympathies and tenacious 
loyalties of his wife, Mr Dodd continually refreshed by affec- 
tionate, yet critical, studies of the life and writings of Thomas 
Jefferson (after whom, incidentally, his ■wife’s father was 
named) Thus by disposition and training he belonged to a 
specific school of American politics , but, as a scholar disciplined 
in historiography, he did not mistake his predilections for the 
whole of history Nor did he imagme that the democratic dis- 
pensation had been closed by Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jack- 
son, Woodrow Wilson or Franklin D Roosevelt About all 
this he was singularly “objective,” to employ a term of his 
guild 

That Mr Dodd possessed a talent for viewing history, him- 
self, and his work calmly and in perspective, I can myself testify 
out of an acquaintance with him extending over more than 
thirty years It tvas one of our favourite pastimes at meetings 
here and there to descant on our respective “biases ” When I 
twitted him mildly about his Jeffersonian leanings he replied 
by asking whether anyone brought up, like myself, in the Tcd- 
erahst-Whig-Republican school, could be competent to render 
an impartial judgment in the case After he had spoken in a 
quizzical tone, with a dry ironical humour typically his, about 
the “plutocratic” affiliations of my ancestral party, he could 
take in good spirit a sardonic inquiry about the “slavocracy” 
.that long ruled the Democracy of Jefferson With preliminaries 
disposed of m this manner, Mr Dodd could discourse out of 
wide knowledge and with an even temper, on the parties and 
interests which had divided the Republic since the days of 
Hamilton and Jefferson Doubtless his tranquillity of mind in 
historical research was due in a large measure to lus belief that 
democracy was in process, not finished, and had its greatest work 
yet ahead His favourite saying in this respect was “Democracy 
, has never really been tried " 

Amid the diversity of his articles, essays, reviews, and works 
dealing with historical problems and personalities, embracing 
a wide range of historical interests, Mr Dodd s greatest con- 
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tribution to historical research was on the Old South. Selec- 
tions from his major titles reveal this stress in his thought : Life 
of Nathaniel Macon (1905); Life of Jefferson Davis (1907) ; States- 
men of the Old South (1911); Expansion and Conflict, in the River- 
side Series on American History (1915); The Cotton Kingdom ■ 
(1919) ; and The Old South, the first volume of which ( Struggles 
for Democracy), he completed amid the distractions and dis- 
tresses of his labours in Berlin and published in 1937. His 
book on Woodrow Wilson and His Work (1920) and his co- 
operation with Ray Stannard Baker in editing The Public 
Papers of Woodrow Wilson (1924-1926), if they marked a devia- 
tion from the Southern interest, were nonetheless in the 
Southern tradition, now nationalized. That the crowning 
achievement of his life-long historical labours was to be The Old 
South (in four volumes), left unfinished at his death, is silent 
testimony to the enduring locus of his affections. This series he 
had designed as a monumental work of interpretation covering 
the economic, cultural, and political features of that social order. 

During his long academic life even more of Mr. Dodd’s 
energies went into teaching and advising students than into 
historical writing. In the art of instruction he was singularly 
effective. Unlike some of the masters in his guild he did not 
regard students as disturbing elements that interfered with his 
personal interests and projected works — intolerable, if necessary 
afflictions. On the contrary his time was generously bestowed 
upon the brilliant and the dull, it seemed, without reserve or 
thought of the sacrifice involved. He drew out and sought to 
amplify the native powers of his students, commanding their 
affections by the innate gentleness of his character while sharp-* 
aung their minds by the ingenuity of his methods. He had the 
inimitable gift, in describing historical events, of making them 
seem like happenings of the day, full of life, vividness, and 
immediacy. Unending devotion to work was in his nature and 
neither determined pressure nor the years ever changed it. 

Even so, while he was a great teacher, always remembered 
affectionately, he did not seek to make disciples, but rather 
craftsmen free to choose their own interests, work their own way, 
and criticize the offerings of the old masters. This attitude to- 
wards liberty was also deeply rooted in Mr. Dodd’s nature. He 
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was not and could not be a dogmatist of the chair, notwith- 
standing the firmness of his own cherished convictions. While 
he could be partisan amid the necessities of practice, Mr. Dodd 
was by nature a man of toleration, aware of human limitations 
and frailties, ready to grant much of this right to others. Un- 
flinching in the integrity of his spirit, tireless in labours, he must 
have loved two lines from Goethe: 


Das ivenige verschwindet leicht dem Blicke, 

> Der vorwarls sieht, wie viel noch Ubrig bleibt.* 

In alt personal relations, whether with colleagues, students, 
family, or high officials, Mr. Dodd was a democrat in the full 
American sense of the word. He was not born to purple; neither 
did he aspire to it or join the striving throng engaged in climb- 
ing towards it. In his scale, worth, not wealth, was the measure. 
Associations with riches and power left him entirely unchanged 
and unimpressed. Displays of conspicuous waste, the sport of 
the vulgar, offended his sense for the treasures of intelligence 
and useful living. Great concentrations of wealth, which 
marked his times, awakened in him fears for the safety of the 
Republic and led him to seek ways and means for a wider 
distribution of property — the true basis, as Daniel Webster had 
said long before, of popular government. 

Far more democratic in sympathies and far more flexible in 
mind than. Woodrow Wilson, Mr. Dodd nevertheless attached 
himself to the ideas and policies of that statesman. With the 
shrinking band of the faithful, he held fast to the view that 
democracy and peace might become a way oflife for the world. 
In no other philosophy fcould he find a basis for great faith and 
‘high action. 

Such, in an outline all too brief and fragmentary, was the life 
of the man whom President Roosevelt selected in the spring of 
1933 to serve as the American Ambassador in Berlin during the 
early years of Adolf Hitler’s regime. For pursuing the diplo- 
matic line to be taken at the moment, for weal or woe, Mr. 
Dodd was peculiarly and adequately fitted by study, training, 
arrfi temper. Wo loyalty to the humanistic traditions oT Ameri- 
can democracy was beyond all question. His esteem for the 

. \ th * t '? e done “ naught when we look forward 

knd behold how much temum for ua to do " 
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finest features of old Germany and the affectionate warmth he 
felt for her people were deeply established in his character. 

Being a mortal man, Mr. Dodd might make mistakes, but 
they would not be the mistakes of appeasement foT the sake of 
-a mess of pottage in the form of temporary payments on de- 
faulted debts. An Ambassador more concerned with “practical 
affairs” might have wrung from German financiers and the 
German government larger allotments of exchange for dis- 
charging obligations in the United States, for a time, although 
even that is doubtful ; but Mr. Dodd’s function was to strengthen 
and rally the moderate dements in German society then 
bewildered, no doubt, but not yet solidified and gleiehguchaltet 
under the iron regime’ of Chancellor Hitler and his party. The 
task may have been hopdess from the beginning. A knowledge 
of history, or anything else, does not permit an unequivocal 
verdict on this problem in politics and morals. In any case, 
William E. Dodd could speak to the leaders of German intcl- 
lectual fife and the doctors of philosophy in the German 
Foreign Office and the bureaucracy in a language and a spirit 
which they could understand, if they so desired, even at this 
late hour in their destiny. 

Faithfulness to the record no doubt requires an admission of 
the fact that Mr. Dodd had critics, with reference to matters in 
general and in detail. By some members of the diplomatic set, 
both American and foreign, the simplicity in style of living 
which he chose, the directness and quiet candour of his speech, 
the ingrained democracy of his thought and action, the indig- 
nation of his spirit in fettered Germany, s and his neglect of 
protocol rigidities were regarded ds inappropriate to success in 
negotiations. 

That Mr. Dodd did not prevent, by his steady counsels of 
moderation, the expansion, of Chancellor Hitler’s power may be" 
conceded. That he did not put a stop to the persecution of the 
Jews, though his efforts in this direction were persistent, is self- 
evident. That he was unable to effect the collection of all debts 
due to American creditors is demonstrated by events. That he 
did not, despite his regular and repeated attempts, break the 
deadlock in German— American commerce and start up an era 
oC relaxing prosperity is admitted. That he did not crash the 
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diplomatic impasse in Europe, restore the concert of powers, 
and prevent the war which he early foresaw and forecast, re- 
quires no documentation Nor did he satisfy certain Americans 
who sought his aid and official protection in the prosecution of 
various activities and interests in Germany which he thought 
not in keeping with American democratic tradition 
Could any diplomat, professional or otherwise, from the 
United States have accomplished, in the circumstances of Nazi 
Germany, desirable ends? For years, beginning long before 
the outbreak of the first World War, the negotiations of Euro- 
pean governments had been conducted by career men, correct 
in protocol and fortified by expensive establishments Was 
their diplomacy a success 9 The condition of Europe since 1914 
offers a reply which seems unequivocal 'Rich Americans were 
serving the United States in other capitals during Mr Dodd’s 
tenure in Berlin Do their achievements indicate that they could 
have done better in his place? History also answers this question 
It is m such a perspective that Mr Dodd’s record and wis- 
dom are vindicated He saw more clearly than most of his col 
leagues, American and foreign, in the diplomatic corps, the 
hard dnft of things towards the tragedy of the coming years 
He repeatedly predicted, despite the epithets “alarmist” and 
“sensationalist” applied to him by unfriendly critics, the ruth 
less course which Germany, Italy, and Japan were destined to 
taTce, if unchecked by the concerted action of their neighbours 
He divined the frightful crash bound to come from the policy of 
appeasement, intrigue, and vacillation, and he fought relent- 
lessly, as far as he was able, to stop it That Russia was to play 
a decided role in Western affairs, Mr Dodd understood from 
the beginning of his mission In all this, time has certified, in no 
uncertain terms, to the correctness of his judgment Further- 
more, amid the whirl of events beyond his control, Mr Dodd 
awakened no false hopes of American aid in the conduct of 
power politics in the old style, he made no glittering promises 
to mislead the thoughtless and unwary 

Above all things, he was guiltless of that crime against 
"Europe and the United States, too often committed by some 
other representatives of American foreign policy he avoided 
loose and irresponsible conversations likely to encourage mem 
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hers of the Berlin diplomatic corps in taking fateful, perhaps 
ruinous, steps, on the easy assumption that the full military and 
economic power of the United States would be immediately 
forthcoming in any hour of trial and crisis. In that respect, too, 
Mr. Dodd served with fine devotion the great body of the 
American people whose interests he had at heart and thereby, 
we hope, the people of Europe, burdened by long history. 

As a dossier of evidence bearing on policies, methods, and 
labours, Mr. Dodd has left this journal covering affairs from the 
beginning to the end of his mission. But it is more than that. 
To use a metaphor, it casts a flood of light into the dark pas- 
sages of the time now past in winch Adolf Hitler was solidify- 
ing and expanding his dominion in Germany, from July, 1933, 
to the close of 1937. Unlike many writers who have dealt with 
this historic crisis, Mr. Dodd was behind the scenes at Berlin, 
the strategic centre of the National Socialist movement. He 
knew personally the leaders in that upheaval, spoke with them, 
and had an opportunity to form first-hand judgments of their 
personalities. He was in constant communication with repre- 
sentatives of the German government, with the agents of other 
governments in the diplomatic corps, with international leaders 
who came to Berlin, with American citizens, high and low, en- 
gaged in political, economic, and journalistic activities in Ger- 
many. As a participant in the scenes described, he had oppor- 
tunities for analysis and interpretation not always granted even 
to investigators inside the circle of official and social intimacy. 

In all these relations, Mr. Dodd was never a superficial 
observer caught in the dash of ambitions, animosities, rumours, 
and intrigues which have characterized diplomatic operations 
since the beginning of official intercourse among nations. He 
was a life-long student of great history, European and American, 
trained in the school of Lamprccht and Ranke to seek the tmth. 
of things as they actually had been. Ironical as this may seem, 
his acquaintance with German history was wider and more pro- 
found, by far, than that of the leading figures who were govern- 
ing the country. This is not to say that Mr. Dodd’s accuracy 
is to be unchallenged in every “detail, or that the stress of 
instant decisions never warped his judgment. 

Such infallibility is granted to no mortal. But the training 
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and experience in historical study and writing which Mr Dodd 
brought to bear upon his journal are clearly revealed m it and 
distinguish it from whole libraries of diplomatic memoirs com- 
piled by professional gossips They give the diary a quality 
which makes it peculiarly significant for an understanding of 
our own times 

Moreover, when the history of our troubled age is written, in 
distant years to come, this journal will be regarded as a priceless 
source of primary information and a vibrant human document 
illustrating American character in this period Although numer- 
ous passages will doubtless be supplemented, perhaps modified, 
by evidence from other quarters, the permanence of this journal 
seems certain, amid the uncertainties of life 

Of William E Dodd, scholar, teacher, writer, and servant 
of the Republic, we may say, therefore, to paraphrase a maxim 
of Chateaubriand, “He will live m the memory of the world 
by what he has done for the world ” And I can vouch for the 
statement that Mr Dodd, indomitable foe of the meretricious, 
would not have it otherwise Here the argument may rest, for 
beyond it none can nse 

Charles A Beard 

New Milford, Connecticut 
Autumn, 1940 
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June 5 , 1333 to October //, 1333 

June 8, 1333. Thursday. At 12 o’clock in my office at the 
University of Chicago, the phone rang. “This is Franklin 
Roosevelt *, I want to know if you will render the government 
a distinct service. I want you to go to Germany as Ambassador .” 

I was greatly surprised, and replied I would like a little time 
to think it over. He said: “Two hours*, can you decide in that 
time?” I said: Perhaps, but I must confer with the university 
authorities. I hope you will ascertain whether the German Gov- 
ernment takes exception to my Woodrow Wilson. 

He replied: “I am sure they will not. That book, your work 
as a liberal and as a scholar, and your study at a German uni- 
versity are the main reasons for my wishing to appoint you. It is a 
difficult post and you have cultural approaches that would help. 

I want an American liberal in Germany as a standing example.” 
.He closed by saying : “I will call the German Embassy and find 
out their attitude; you call me back at 2 o’clock.” 

I called my wife and gave her the story. I went to President 
Hutchins’ office. He was out. I then went to see Dean Wood- 
ward, who was vice-president of the university. He said he 
would call Hutchins, then at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, I be- 
lieve. He added, however, “You must accept even if the posi- 
tion is most difficult, and the university must find a substitute 
for this summer’s and next winter’s work.” Roosevelt had said : 
"You may return in the winter of 1934, if the university insists.” 

I then went home to luncheon and talked things over. My 
wife.anihLdf.ririfld* 'hatreds.*, anxh Vwic. ■uutnreCreh 

with the White House. The Cabinet was in session. The Presi- 
dent’s secretary, whose name was not known tD me, carried my ' 
affirmative answer to the President and he at once reported it 
to the Cabinet. A friend of mine, Daniel C. Roper, later re- 
ported that no member objected, that Harold Ickes of Chicago 
and Claude Swanson, of Virginia were enthusiastic supporters. 
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The nomination was delayed until the German Ambassador 
in Washington, Dr Hans Luther, ascertained the German 
attitude The result was favourable and when the nomination 
went to the Senate on June 12, it passed without opposition. 
The German Ambassador gave out the story of my having 
taken my doctorate in Leipzig and published a book, on Thomas 
Jefferson in German and added that I spoke German fluently 
On June 13 there appeared a careful digest of my doctoral dis- 
sertation “Jefferson’s Return fo Politics m 1796," m the Berlin 
newspapers 

From June 13 on, I was pestered every hour of the day by 
newspaper people and photographers All kinds of stories and 
pictures, silly and otherwise, appeared in newspapers all over 
the country I never dreamed of such publicity My fnends 
everywhere were enthusiastic, especially my former students, 
and at least 500, perhaps 700, letters and telegrams poured into 
our house or the university office 

June 16 Friday I went to Washington at the request of the 
President Roosevelt sat at his large desk and at one o’clock the 
servant brought two luncheons and placed them before us 
The talk turned at once to German affairs He described the 
arrogant bearing of Dr Hjalmar Schacht m May when he was 
threatemng, as head of the German Reichsbank, to cease paying 
interest and principal on debts of more than one billion dollars 
due to American creditors next August The President said he 
had told Secretary Cordell Hull to receive Schacht, but to pre- 
tend to be deeply engaged in looking for certain papers, leaving 
Schacht standing and unobserved for three minutes, ivith Hull’s 
secretary watching the German’s nervous reactions Then Hull 
was to discover a note from the President which indicated serious 
opposition to any such defaults of German debtors He was to 
turn to Schacht and hand him the document and watch the 
changing colour of the German’s face as he, Hull, greeted him 
This, the President said, was to take a little of the arrogance out 
of the German’s bearing, and he added that the effect was even 
TnortTrita'&ei, as reported from Bufl, than had "been expected 
It was a repetition of Roosevelt’s treatment when Schacht had 
visited him 
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After this description of his method of bringing the great 
banker to terms, or at least reason, about debt affairs, he said 
about as follows: I know our bankers made exorbitant profits 
■when in 1926 they loaned huge sums to German corporations 
and cities and they succeeded in selling bonds to thousands of 
our citizens with interest at 6 and 7 per cent. But our people 
are entitled to repayment, and while it is altogether beyond 
governmental responsibility, X want you to do all you can to 
prevent a moratorium. It would tend to retard recovery. 

The next subject we discussed was the Jewish problem. The 
President said, “The German authorities are treating the Jews 
shamefully and the Jews in this country are greatly excited. 
But this is a lso not a governmenta l affair. We can do nothing ' 
except for American citizens who happen to be made victims. 
We must protect them, and whatever we can do to moderate 
the general persecution by unofficial and personal influence 
ought to be done.” 

1 had telegraphed the President that I accepted the appoint- 
ment with the understanding that there was to be no official 
complaint at my living in Berlin within my salary, $17,500. 
When I touched upon this problem, a subject of much discus- 
sion in Chicago, he promptly said : “You are quite right. Aside 
from two or three general dinners and entertainments, you 
need not indulge in any expensive social affairs. Try to give 
fair attention to Americans in Berlin and occasional dinners to 
Germans who are interested in American, relations. I think you 
can manage to live within your income and not sacrifice any 
essential parts of the service.” 

The talk turned to trade concessions between the two coun- - 
tries and he added: “We ought to be able to make arrange- 
ments on certain items and thus increase German exports so as 
to aid them in their debt payments.'But at present the drift in 
London at the Economic Conference is all towards economic 
nationalism. What do you think of that tendency' with us?” I 
expressed the opinion that pyramiding of the economic struc- 
ture in the United States would soon lead us into a new feudal-' 
ism which would tend to make peasants and day labourers of 
farmers, and proletarians of all unorganized city workers. He 
agreed but added that: “If European states refuse to make 
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tariff concessions, we shall make special arrangements with 
Canada and Latin America and develop a mutual trade policy 
which will give ns markets for our surplus products ** 

We then talked a little of Colonel Edward M House and 
the President’s proposal for reduction of offensive armaments 
in France “Limitation of armaments is necessary if the world 
is to avoid war Norman Davis has been working on this I can ’ t 
be sure of his success He cabled he wished to attend the Lon- 
don Economic Conference I replied ‘Come home/ and he is 
coming soon I wish you to talk with him before you sail ” 

I bade the President good bye at 2 o’clock and went to the 
State Department to study dispatches from Germany smce the 
beginning of the Hitler regime The same day I went to dinner 
at 8 o’clock with Ambassador Luther where about twenty peo- 
ple sat down to an elaborate dinner, after drinking fashionable 
cockta ils, except for me There was no good talk though we 
stayed until 12 o’clock " 

June 17 Saturday In the Department of State I met Pro- 
fessor Raymond Moley, who asked me into his office I talked 
and heard him talk for half an hour and concluded that he 
held entirely different views from the President about the 
American attitude towards the Jews m Germany , also he talked 
like an “Economic Nationalist” of the first order, entirely dif- 
ferent from Roosevelt’s view Talking about tariffs, I found 
■him practically ignorant of the workings of the Walker and 
Peel Laws of 1846 and of trade conditions which followed 
them He was frank enough to say he never studied the sub- 
ject — a professor of economics as well as economic adviser to 
the President 1 I told my friend .Roper of this and we agreed 
that he, Moley, could not long hold his confidential relation 
•with Roosevelt 

Later I went with my son William out to the little farm I 
own near the Blue Ridge mountains, in Virginia. 

June 21 Wednesday Back in Chicago The members of the 
history and other faculties of the university gave my wife, my 
daughter Martha, and me a'dinncr at Judson Court, one of the 
new undergraduate dormitories About 200 people were pres- 
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ent, including Carl Sandburg, Harold McCormick, Mrs. An-' 
drew MacLeisb (whose husband, now deceased, endowed the 
chair X held in Chicago), President Robert M. Hutchins and 
others. It was a sad occasion because I felt badly, saying fare- 
well to colleagues of twenty-five years* standing like A. C. 
McLaughlin and G. E. Merriam, foremost men in their fields. 
Home at 11, after shaking hands with most of those present. 


June 23. Friday. A public dinner was given under the aus- 
pices of German-Americans, Democrats, Republicans and pro- 
gressive groups in the so-called Gold Room of the Congress 
Hotel. 

Charles E. Merriam closed the evening about 11.30. My 
good-bye address was printed in part the next day in the daily 
papers. Carl Sandburg and his wife were again present and a 
few days later he sent me a poem on the distressful occasion, for 
he knew how much I dreaded to leave 


June 30. FnVaj. I spent from Tuesday to Friday afternoon 
in the State Department going over dispatches from Berlin up 
to June 15. 

On Wednesday, my son William and I had dinner with 
Darnel C. Roper and his family. After dinner Mr. Roper and 
I drove to the railroad station to see President Roosevelt off 
for his vacation. It rained rather briskly but we went into the 
private car where Mr. Roosevelt asked me to sit down by him 
and advised me to sail on the Washington for Hamburg from 
New York on July 5. He .particularly asked me to talk with 
Norman Davis who was just then returning from Geneva to 
report on the Disarmament Conference. 


July 1. Saturday. My wife and X took a sleeper foi Raleigh, 
North Carolina, where we arrived early today. I drove to 
Fuquay Springs to visit my eighty-six-year-old father. Return- 
ing I called on Governor Ehnnghaus whom X had never met 
Unaware of my work and identity, he suddenly, on a remark 
of mine about Germany and in the presence of newspaper men, 
said : "Are you Professor Dodd?” Whereupon there was a little 
stir and the newspeople at once made a story. The afternoon 
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the afternoon I visited the family burying ground and 
; ome of the signs of the Civil War tragedy A great-uncle 
killed m the Valley of Virginia campaign of 1862 was buried 
there as well as two others who surrendered with Lee at Appo- 
mattox later My mother was buried there in 1909 It was a 
solemn visit, with signs of family misfortune 
I also visited my unde Louis Creech, oivner of the Creech 
lands on Neuse River where I was born, though the house ba3 
been tom down It was a reminder of the earliest scenes of my 
life The lay of the land was quite the same, the old hilltop 
where my grandfather’s house and bam used to stand was 
marked by two or three half-dead oaks, and the old Home 
burying ground was covered with trees about a foot in diameter 
A rather sorrowful day, though our kinsfolk did all they 
could to give us a pleasant sojourn 

July 3 Monday We reached New York at about 9 I went 
at to to a conference at the National City Bank where State 
Department people had asked me to review the financial prob- 
lems of German American banks, involving payment of 
$1,200 000,000 to American creditors who had been hoodwinked 
by bankers into making loans to German corporations Vice- 
President Floyd Blair presided over the gathering About ten 
other bankers attended " 

All were concerned about the so-called “standstill ’ agree- 
ment with 'the Reichsbank president, Schacht, whereby Ameri- 
can obligations were being^pauLm 'cheap marks rather than 
no marks at all and American bondholders were in the doubt- 
ful position of having to sell their securities at thirty cents on 
the dollar There was much talk but no agreement other than 
that I should do all I possibly could to pre\ent Germany’s 
defaulting openly, as that would upset financial Interests in the 
United States The National City Bank and the Chase Na- 
tional Bank bold more than hundred millions of German 
bonds ! If they could be sute of 4 per cent interest, instead of 
the original 7 per cent they would be satisfied 
Then came a pre-arranged conference with Judge Julian W. 
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Mack, Felix Warburg, Judge Irving Lehman, N.*Y. Court 
of Appeals, brother of Governor Lehman, Rabbi Stephen S. 
Wise and Max Kohler, who is writing a biography of the Sclig- 
man family of New York. This conference had been arranged 
by George Gordon Battle, a liberal lawyer. ~ 

For an hour and a half the discussion went on: The~ Ger- 
mans are killing Jews all the time; they arc being persecuted 
to the point where suicide is common (the Warburg family is 
reported to have had cases of this kind) ; and all Jewish prop- 
erty is being confiscated. These were the subjects, in brief, of 
the conversation, and I was urged, as a liberal and humane 
person, to press for governmental intervendon. I insisted that 
the government could not intervene officially but assured the 
members of the conference that I would exert all possible per- 
sonal influence against unjust treatment of German Jews and 
of course protest against maltreatment of American Je\vs. We 
adjourned at 10 o’clock and I took the train at 11 o’clock for 
-Boston on a visit to Colonel House at Beverly Farms, thirty 
miles up the coast from the hub of the universe. 

July 4. Tuesday. Colonel House’s car met me as I walked 
out of the railway station. An hour later I had breakfast with 
him, and found him rather vigorous physically, though seventy- 
five years old, and mentally very alert. We talked two hours 
about my “difficult mission.” 

He frankly said: “I sent two nominations to the President, 
yours and Nicholas Murray Butler’s, but I felt that you ought 
to be given precedence. However, the relations I had had with 
the Butler family led to' my r giving his case strong pressure* in 
case yours was not preferred.” I did not complain, because late 
in May, in Washington, when asked about my* possible accept- 
ance 01 a ’diplomatic appointment, I had declared positively 
that I did not wish to go to Berlin where the whole Hitler 
movement was most disagreeable to me and where I would be 
under constant pressure, too much for my temperament. Fur- 
thermore, I had said, in case* any diplomatic position were 
offered, I would prefer Holland where I could write my his- 
tory. This was stated to Daniel C. Roper and also to a close 
fellow-worker of his. Dr. Walter Splawn. 
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Hence, House in no way peeved me by Ins statement Be- 
sides, Butler had^pcduliar claims, though I do^not think he 
would have been a suitable man for any European place, except 
perhaps London He is arbitrary and dictatorial and his expen- 
diture of huge sums of money is not always justified by the 
results Aside from House’s story, I had heard from Roper 
that Butler’s name had been urged upon Roosevelt In addi- 
tion, House said Newton Baker had declined the appointment 
to Berlin So I was not over egotisucal with the Colonel 
As far as my task in Berlin was discussed he said “You 
have the most difficult post in Europe and I think you have a 
better approach to the problem of the Germans than any man 
I know ” That was based on my university contacts and he 
seemed to think a Wilson liberal would be welcome m Berlin 
in spite of the hatred of the War President He said “You 
should try to ameliorate Jewish sufferings They are clearly 
wrong and even terrible , but the Jews should not be allowed 
to dominate economic or intellectual life in Berlin as they have 
done for a long time ” 

After discussing Roosevelt’s Cabinet, the Recovery Act, and 
reading some interesting letters from eminent, men, he called 
his chauffeur and We drove to Boston where I took the New 
York train at 12 o’clock I was sure I had been wise in going 
to see him v ( 

I was again m New York at 5 and my whole family were 
guests at. the home of Charles R Crane on Park Avenue His 
apartment contained a marvellous display of Russian and Asiatic 
works of art Mr Crane endowed the chair Samuel Harper 
of the History Department at Chicago has held for the last 
seven or eight years Russian History and institutions He 
has also given a million dollars to support the Institute of 
Current World Affairs with Walter Rogers as its manager 
— an organization which conducts surveys of^ conditions in 
all parts of the \\ orld and furnishes reports to the government 
Crane is seventy five years old, quite delicate in health, a 
traveller these last twenty .years in all parts of the world 
He was quite enthusiastic about his work, still bitter against 
the Soviet revolutionists in Russia and enthusiastic about the 
Hitler regime in Germany Jews are anathema to him and he 
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hopes to see them put into their place. His advice to me was, of 
course “Let Hitler have his way.** 

July 5. Wednesday. George Sylvester Viereck, author, of the 
Strangest Friendship in History (Wilson and Housfe), came 
to see me at 9 in the hotel. He talked about Germany and the 
debt problem. He impressed me as a curious sort of journalist 
with whom one would best not be too free. 

The German Consul General in New York, Dr. Otto Kiep, 
a handsome Prussian type, came after Viereck, for a word 
about Germany. I then went out with my wife to buy a dic- 
tionary* or two for family use. 

The taxi took us to the wharf at 1 1 o’clock where wc met ” 
Mrs. Roosevelt who had just bid her son, Franklin D., Jr., 
good-bye for a trip to Europe on the Washington. A dozen 
newspaper men, whom I had eluded until that moment, 
crowded about us. I talked in general terms and gave no inter- 
view. Then they begged us for photos, to be taken on the front 
deck. My wife, son and I yielded reluctantly and, unaware of 
the similarity of the Hitler salute, then unknown to us, we 
raised our hands. 

‘ v a 

July 6. Thursday. I noticed Rabbi Wise on board as I walked 
the deck. At luncheon we became acquainted with Mrs. Breck- 
inridge Long, wife^of Ambassador Long in Rome, a descendant 
of the famous Blair. family ofJK.entucky, Washington and St. 
Louis, and very conscious of the fact.’ Norman Davis, whom I 
had managed to see an hour in New York’, had engaged for us 
a two-room apartment with a salon. 'The ship manager? offered^ 
these rooms as suitable to ambassadorial dignity. We declined 
because we preferred simpler quarters and because there was 
uot tooth for the’ two children. ^ ^ 

Juty 13. Thursday. In the early afternoon the Washington 
anchored at Hamburg. The newspaper people tried in' vain to 
get an interview, the representative^of the Jewish Hamburger 
Israelitisckes FamilienbtaU pressing' the hardest. We did allow 
family photos by the ship’s photographer. George Gordon, 
Counsellor of the Embassy in Berlin, and the American Consul- 
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General in Hamburg met us as we left the boat. After some 
lingering in the city, we took our places on the Berlin train — 
an old-fashioned German train. Gordon talked an hour about 
the state of tilings in Germany and the personnel in the State 
Department. 

In Berlin a protocol officer, some other officials of the gov- 
ernment and the American Consul-General, George S. Messer- 
smith, met us. We were duly lodged at the Hotel Esplanade 
where I had wired : “Reserve us three bedrooms and a sitting- 
room.” We were put in the so-called "royal suite,” six embar- 
rassingly elegant rooms with beautiful furniture. But the price 
was 40 marks per day and one could not complain. We went 
into the dining-room where we talked a little German and ate 
an excellent dinner. We were at the beginning of our task. The 
Germans seemed very friendly. 

July 14. Friday. At the Embassy at 1 1 o’clock where I spoke 
‘briefly to the American correspondents about my mission, in- 
dicating in very general terms the idea of making contacts with 
the older cultural elements of Germany. There were questions 
about the President’s Recovery Act and some hints as to pos- 
sible difficulties. My replies were merely formal. At the end, 
Edgar A. Mowrer came up to shake hands and I remarked 
that I had read his Germany Puts the Clock Back with inter- 
est ; but I did not comment on the fact that his book had been 
forbidden in Germany and that the government had demanded 
his resignation from the presidency of the Foreign Press Asso- 
ciation in Berlin. Sigrid Schultz, who represents the Chicago 
Tribune , introduced herself, saying . she ,had *"a letter from 
Colonel R. R. McCormick, owner of ‘the Tribune , about 
Martha. _ »_ *'*’ , 

I next met representatives of the German prfess, about twenty 
people. Jt read thenj a brief statement in German which was 
'printed^ the ‘next day' in all The leading German papers. It so 
happened I had just read the Minister of Economics Kurt 
Schmitt’s careful statement about' “economic recovery, which 
appealed to me as most statesmanlike, and when questions were 
asked, I referred to his work as very similar to the Recovery 
programme in the United States. When asked whether I had 
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seen the statement of the Familienblatt of Hamburg to the effect 
that I had come to Germany to rectify the wrongs to the Jews, 

I read a brief disavowal which was likewise printed verbatim. 

July 15. Saturday. I was presented today at the Foreign 
Office where I talked" with Freiherr Konstantin von Neurath, 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and found him most agree- 
able. President Paul von Hindenburg, reported unwell, was at 
his estate near Neudeck in East Prussia and is not expected 
to appear in Berlin until September 1. The introduction to the 
Foreign Office was to enable me to act officially and to sign 
papers and reports for Washington. I rather preferred this to 
an immediate reception because the work in Berlin was of 
course new to me and the situation tense. 

A Mr. Rowe, attorney for the Irving Trust Company of 
New York, called to ask, almost demand, my intervention with 
the German Rcichsbankagainst possible or probable discrimina- 
tion in repaying a Si 00,000,000 loan which the International 
Match Company had made to German business concerns. The 
Germans were proposing to discharge their obligations with 
something less than full payment to American creditors, who 
were being paid perhaps a third of the amounts borrowed. 

I simply said: The government of the United States is in 
no way connected with these loans and all we can do here is to 
suggest unofficially to the authorities that it will injure Ger- 
man^economic standing to violate Reichsbank agreements. He 
w'as very disgruntled, saying he would fly to London that 
afternoon. We had dinner with the Gordons, about twenty 
people present.' Very dull. 

July jy. Monday. Louis P. Lochner, of the Associated Press, 
called to pay his respects.. He said that a friend of Chancellor 
Adolf Hitler wished Lochner to bring jne to a quiet, secret 
luncheon where I might talk with the “Fuehrer, 1 ‘ 'as everyone 
calls the dictator. 

July 18, Tuesday. iieutenant-Colonel Jacob Wuest, Captain 
Hugh Rowan, Captain Chester Kcppler and Commodore How- 
ard Bode, all of the Army and Navy staffi, came to pay then- 
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respects, \ cry correct in cutaways and top hats At 5 Von Neu- 
rath and the protocol chief returned my official call and w e 
discussed at some length the unsuccessful efforts of the German 
Government to relies c unemployment Von Neurath said the 
\anous settlements of cit> people on the land had faded He 
was about to leave for Havana to visit the Fuehrer The rumour 
m the Embassy was that the Minister for Foreign Affairs would 
be removed 

July 22 Saturday German Ambassador Hans Luther, who 
was supposed to be recalled from Washington, came in at 11 
o’clock to say good bje He informed me he was returning to 
Washington and wuhed visas for two guests \v ho arc planning 
to spend a year in America 

He talked at length about Hitler’s recovery work, it could 
not succeed without free land, he thought the plains of East 
Africa or the highlands of Brazil ought to be opened to all 
German unemployed who are walling to emigrate (he thought 
there would be a considerable number), those who arc restless 
and ambitious Also he held the opinion that lower tanfis be- 
tween Germany and the United States would aid recovery of 
industrial prosperity He showed no belligerent spirit towards 
France and did not mention the Polish Comdor 
, The William A Nitzes, colleagues of mine m Chicago, asked 
u^by letter particularly to meet their friends, Mrs Henry 
Wood and her family, m Potsdam^ Mrs Wood was the wife 
^ of a famous professor at Johns Hopkins when the Nitzes lived 
m Baltimore. Consequently we all drove out to Potsdam this 
afternoon to call on the Wood family They lived in a beauti- 
ful mansion We arrived a little after 4 There was a tea 
Everybody stood up in good Hohenzollern style until they 
were led into a large dining room, with tapestries on the walls 
About twenty people sat down We had sandwiches and so 
forth, and talked English and German all intermingled , a 
number of representatives of old baronial families were present 
The conversation was good hut not'very clever or learned, and 
the tone was quite Hitlerite 


July 24 Monday Representative Sam McReynolds of Ten 
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ncssce, a member of the American delegation to the Economic 
Conference in London, led a party including George Messer- 
smith, George A. Gordon and others of the Embassy staff to 
the so-called Blficher Palace— an enormous, antiquated struc- 
ture purchased by the State Department on the recommenda- 
tion of a committee of Congress headed by Representative 
Porter at a cost of §1,700,000. It was intended for a great offi- 
cial and residential home of the diplomatic and consular ser- 
vices here, like that in Paris. My predecessor, Frederic M. 
Sackett, Jr., supported by Senator Swanson, a year ago refused 
an offer of die original owners to cancel the purchase contract 
if they were allowed to receive the insurance money then pay- 
able for damages due to a fire which caused a large part of the 
roof to fall in. Although Sackett and Swanson were urged by 
all the Embassy staff to give up the palace and save the govern- 
ment a ..vast sum of money, they insisted on completing the 
deal. 

It tvas this building that McReynolds and the rest of us now 
visited with a view to a possible investigation by the next session 
of Congress. We spent an hour going through the dilapidated ' 
structure and concluded that the government would do well to 
sell at §500,000, losing §1,200,000. This was the unanimous 
vote of all concerned. ^ 

In the afternoon Mr. Messersmith asked me to his "08106 
to talk with McReynolds, himself and Mr. Gordon. When I 
had been in the 'office a .few minutes, Gordon called on the 
phone to say he could not attend. It was clear from what was - 
said that he was indignant that Messersmith should have an 
official conference in his office. Later it was made plain by Gor- 
don that he thoughts had degraded myself by participating in 
discussion anywhere but in the Embassy office. He is an indus- 
trious career man with punctilio developed to the nth degree. 

July 26. Wednesday. .This morning Frederick Oechsner 
United Press correspondent, revealed the usual intense feeling 
of most American newspaper folk towards the new German 
government. A little later two Chase National Bank officials 
called to discuss German financial contracts for paying Ameri- 
can debts. They acknowledged the foolishness of loans in 1926 
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based on the Dawes plan expectations, billions loaned on doubt- 
ful security. . " 

Edgar Mowrer called at^T2 and ashed me to a luncheon, 
quite private, at his house, where I met a young Von Molthe, 
grandson of the famous general, and Rosenstock, a Jewish pro- 
fessor in the University of Breslau, now in the German Foreign 
Office. Since they showed extraordinary' understanding of his- 
tory, I directed the conversation along scholarly lines rather 
than* those of sharp governmental criticism^corvscious of the 
'danger of being .quoted. _ 

In the afternoon Professor Otto Hoetzsch of the University 
of Berlin, former member of the Reichstag and well-known 
internationalist, called. He talked of his visit to WiUiamstOV£n 
in 1928 or 1929, of his visit to Mr. Hoover in the White 
House, and of his comparative satisfaction with the Hitler re- 
gime.* So far nearly all university men seem to acquiesce in 
their own intimidation, but one sees that it is fear of unem- 
ployed status rather than a willing surrender. • 

One of the many social worker folk who can never sec two 
sides of any problem came in to recount her experiences study- 
ing German- “siedlungen” (settlements) for unemployed 
around industrial centres. She thought them almost ideal solu- 
tions of the unemployment problem. * * 

July 28. Friday. Dr. Fritz* Haber, perhaps" the foremost 
chemist in Germany, brought a letter from Henry Morgen- 
thau, Jr., of New York. and told the saddest story of Jewish 
persecution I have yet heard. He is sixty-five years old, has seri- 
ous heart trouble, and has been dismissed from his position 
without the pension to which he was entitled under the laW 
prior to the Nazi_ regime. He wished to know the possibilities 
in America for emigrants with distinguished records here in 
science. I could only say that the law allowed none now, the 
quota being filled. I promised to write the Department of 
Labour to know if any favourable ruling might he made for such 
people. As he said good-bye, he insisted that I be careful in 
mentioning his case, as consequences might be bad. Poor old 
man, thought I, though he is only one year older than myself. 
He was going to Spain to see if there was any possibility there. 
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Such treatment can only bring evil to the government which 
practises such terrible cruelty. 

July 31. Monday. I Wrote a letter to Daniel C. Roper de- 
scribing in some detail the characters of some of the men in the k 
diplomatic service, their false notion of their real functions, the 
effects of several rich men here as ambassadors and the sharp 
rivalries of counsellors and consul-generals. 

ilugwi 1. Tuesday. Joseph E. Ridder, son of the man of^ 
the. same name' who owned and edited the New York Steals- 
zeitung during the Wilson era, called at 11. The Staatszeitung 
is now his property. He explained the difficult position of this 
paper in. 1914 when German-Americans demanded it support 
the Hohenzollem policy while New Yorkers were stringing 
more and more towards the Allied side. In the end, the Slaats- 
geitung gave its allegiance to Wilson and his administration. !• 
asked him about George Sylvester Viereck and his connections 
with' German propagandists. He said “the German Govern- 
ment gave Viereck $100,000 to push their cause,” adding that . 
the recipient did not really 'Tender Germany any important 
service. The Ridders do not fancy Viereck. They are now 
enthusiastic supporters of President Roosevelt. 

Walter S' Rogers was the next visitor. His principal wish is 
to have the^Embassy accept one of the Fellows of the Insti- 
tute of Current World Affairs, of which he is the director, to 
study the strange’ emotional life of Germany and submit a re- 
port which is to be kept confidential in his New York office a 
copy to be sent to the State Department for the information of 
government officials. I was too new in my position to make 
“any promises, nor could I see Row such a student could do 
more than a mere historian, for the German authorities will 
not think of idrinr 0 fmc^acr.rss..*a. 'hrir. dnse\nv$ate»,*w» 
their labour and other camps, to their political opponents. The 
newspapers tell nothing except by indirect suggestion. They are 
all under government control. I told him I would think the 
matter over and write him later. 

August 2. Wednesday, -In bed with a cold. But the Consul- 
General came to report on another case : A young New York 
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student in one of the German universities who had 
himself a Communist had been arrested about July 1 a®” 
incommunicado in spite of all the efforts of the Consul 
eral. About July 24, Messersmith sent his assistant to 
‘ him and ascertain the facts. The newspaper men had icarn ^ 
most of the facts and wished to feature the matter in the Amen 
can press. * ^ 

A little later in the day Edg..- Mowrer and young H- 
Knickerbocker came to me and wi»he*d permission to pu 
rthe story in the Chicago Daily News and the * New York 
They did not tell me what- 1 learned later, that they 
already cabled the stbry to their papers. Nor did Misers® 1 
tell me that he had given them permission. . < , 

The next day he was brought to Berlin for examination an 
it soon developed that he was guilty of the German charge* 
and an indiscreet sort of fellow. He was released and. hastened 
off secretly to New York. The facts now reported, the news- 
papers so much concerned declined to feature the story an® 
he disappeared entirely from the scene. It was a characteristic 
incident. 

' August 3. Thursday. Mr. Gustav Oberlaender, founder of 
the Oberlaender Trust which sends a group of young scholars 
to Germany each year to study life and institutions, -came to 
call. He said he was about to abandon his ventuiy on the advice 
of his directors. The reason was the cruelties indicted by the 
government on Jews. He asked my Sdvice, _* *■> 

I said: Do not cease your work; it’s agood time to study 
Germany ; besides the Jewish troubles may not continue. He 
went out doubting still. He was on his way to see Adolf Hitler, 
and would then decide. He is one of the many wealthy Jews 
who were more German than the Germans during the World 
War and who gave huge sums to all kinds of undertakings. 
Now he is naturally embarrassed that his race is so ruthlessly 
treated. But, I feel, why not give the proceeds of millions of 
invested dollars t6 young Americans to study German. life and 
institutions, -f * 

At 11.30 Karl von Wiegand, for twenty-five years Hearst 
correspondent in Germany and now with the whole of Europe 
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for his terrain, called. 1 had received a letter from Colonel 
House about him. Hejmpressed me most favourably. He is a 
rather close friend of the exiled Kaiser; he was also intimate 
^with the leaders of the German Republic; later sympathetic 
with the Hitler group, he (s quite well acquainted with Von- 
lindenburg. He tola me that in April, 1918, when the Ger- 
mans were so near Paris, and a little later when French work- 
ng-men, 400,000 strong, w^re on strike, he had a visa from 
he American Government and was authorized by Colonel 
douse to go'to Sweden, 'whence he was to go to Germany to 
prepare preliminary terms for a separate peace. He said Colonel 
House had cabled for permission and <that House awaited 
events -before authorizing his departure. The turn of the tide 
prevented Von Wiegand’s mission. Clemenceau settled the 
strike and restored the morale of the French army. 

No mention of anything like this has ever been made in any 
history of the war I have seen ; nor is there reference to it in 
House’s Diary. I doubt the accuracy of the story. But Von 
Wiegand impressed me as the sort of man well enough in- 
formed to consult on occasion. 

August 5. Saturday. Professor R. G. Harrison of Yale Uni- 
versity called. He seemed to be about seventy years old. He 
reported that a distinguished woman professor of Berlin Uni- 
versity, who had been under strict United States Government 
surveillance at Vale during the war as a possible German spy, 
was in jail as a Jewess**and dismissed from her position. Harri- 
son thought 'so well of her that he asked whether I could' 
intervene. As she was a German citizen I could make no move, 
e said there was a great conference of scientists (biological, 
eueve) to be held at t Oxford in two weeks. This woman was 

tne executive ■asvd these, sve-vid be, vswdd-vddt critirasm 

°t Germany if she were detained. J‘Can you put me in contact 
with any German official so that I can lay the facts before him?” 
1 sent him to Consul-General Messersmith. That afternoon the 
Consul-General introduced Harrison over the phone to the 
Secret Police Chief, Rolf Dids. Messersmith. said : “It is not 
our affar. I simply -wish you to Wv thf circumstances and 
possible consequences.” Diels said: “Tell the Herr Pro- 
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fessor to come to dine tomorrow ; \vc will see what can be 
done ” 

A stranger figure came at 1 1 30 Professor John F Coar, 
according to “Who's Who” a distinguished professor of Ger- 
man Literature and Philosophy m Canada, but bom seventy- 
two years before, of American parents, in Berlin He is retired 
on a pension and lives near Boston He lame in otic leg, 
dignified and agreeable , -1 

He wished to speak in all confidence He told me he had 
been a personal fnend of Adolf, Hitler and he had advised 
‘Hitler against the putsch m Bavaria in 1923 Hitler still 
granted him interviews and he wished to go to the Reichskanz- 
~ ler’s summer place in Bavana in a few days He offered to 
bring back an accurate report on the Hitler conversation, if I 
would give him a note to President Roosevelt: to whom he 
wished to make a final report 

August 9 Wednesday Professor Coar came again, saying he 
was going away on the nth or 12th, Friday or Saturday, to 
visit Hitler The chief Nazi Party adviser, Rudolf Hess, was 
taking him by airplane He presented a brief letter to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt which he wished me to read and then put into 
the next pouch to Washington I agreed and he departed quite 
anxious about Germany’s foreign pokey and somewhat hopeful 
that he could influence the Chancellor I told him the Jewish 
problem must be solved in a different way, dial German ex- 
ports would continue to fall if the ruthlessness were not aban- 
doned , and that the belligerent tone of German conduct would 
almost certainly lead to international boycott X concluded The 
Nazis do not seem to me to know what are the natural conse- 
quences of ruthless procedure Coar agreed entirely 

August 10 Thursday David Levinson, Jewish lawyer from 
Philadelphia who looks definitely Jewish and who has played 
a role in civil liberties cases in the United States, came to call 
He had power of attorney for the defence m the Reichstag 
fire case which is to be tried in Leipzig on September 21 He 
wished a letter to some German authority which he might use 
in his application for a place on the defence side of the tnal 


JUNE 8, 1*933 tojoctober ii, 1933 35 

I could not give him the letter but suggested that he call on 
Louls'P. Lochner, Associated Press correspondent. 

.dugwt rr. Friday. The brother of a former German official 
came to" talk over the problem^ of the Carnegie Foundation 
plan for a new chair in the University of Berlin and for better 
international understanding.’ He at once revealed anxiety for his 
own safety,' talked of possible contacts with eminent German 
scholars tvho' are not"a little distressed over Nazi coercion of 
-\uuvefslly 1 life,' and said that •when the opportunity offers, these . 
men will reveal themselves as champions of submerged cul- 
tural Germany. I was* sorry indeed to see such an able and^ 
competent young scholar under such duress. 

Winthrop W. Aldrich, President of t^e Chase National 
Bank, New York, came at n.30 to expr&s satisfaction with 
the German financial plan under which repudiation of German 
bonds sold to Americans would not be announced. He was not 
completely satisfied, but measurably so. He said : “How unfor- 
tunate for us were those loans!” But he was on his way to 
Hitler’s quarters with Reichsbank president Schacht and the 
Minister of Economics Schmitt. He would let me know what 
the Reichskanzler’s policy was. 

Late in the afternoon Messersmith and T> directors of the 
United States Lines came to report the foolish order of German- 
American lines, supported by the government, to the effect that 
nobody leaving Germany might buy tickets for any transporta- 
tion costing more than. 200 marks, i.e. f on* any but German 
ships. This would compel all travellers to take ship on German 
lines. The order would promptly put American and British 
companies out of competition. I sent a cable at once to Wash- 
ington. The State Department moved slowly, but American 
shipping interests gave notice in New York that ail American 
travellers would be advised to avoid German lines. In a few 
days the German Government announced abandonment ortheir 
policy and gave a lame excuse. It is another illustration of Nazi 
clumsiness in international aflabs. 

- - diiguit i 3 Sunday, We drove southward today to Witten- 
berg and Leipzig over the Potsdam road, arriving at the Luther 
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church at n o’clock. Wc could not enter because the doors 
were barred against travellers, unlike my experience of 1898 or 
1899 when I visited this ancient Reformation town. In those 
days I participated in or sat through the service. 

Not much of the Luther spirit, remains now. The town is 
four times as large as irr 1899— an industrial centre. Noticing a 
Nazi parade, I happened to catch the expression of an onlook- 
ing policeman. It was not approving. After an hour, loitering 
about the older parts of the town, wc drdVe on towards Leipzig. 
We arrived at one o’clock and drove to the old Market Place' 
and then went to Auerbach’s Keller for dinner — an excellent 
meal for 3 marks without wine, which I do not drink save on 
'formal occasions and then only a small amount. 

William and Martha drove on later towards Munich, a young 
journalist, Quentin Reynolds, of the Hearst sdrvlcc, being 
with them. Mattie, my wife, and I rested in the hotel some 
hours and went to the old Market House restaurant for supper 
where we got a good meal for 2 marks. Aftenvards we took a 
walk about the old, narrow streets to Das AJte Theater, where 
I used to see in my student days Lessing, Schiller and Goethe 
adapted to children’s needs. It had been my way of trying to 
learn German. We strolled through the famous Brtlhlstrassc, 
headquarters for centuries of Jewish merchants and fur auc- 
tioneers, and back to our hotel where we retired unrecognized 
by anybody and so most comfortable. 

^ August 14. Monday. Wc joined a party of Sightseers and 
were driven, over the city until 12 30. We saw the different 
divisions of the university and the abandoned palaces of the 
wealthy who lost their fortunes in the World War or immedi- 
ately thereafter. It was a dreary section of the city. One great 
mansion after another was a solemn reminder of the follies 
the great men of 1914 allowed to be perpetrated. 

The most imposing structure in the city is the massive monu- 
ment to Jhe German victory of Leipzig oyer Napoleon I in 
October, 1813, when 80,000 men were killed and buried or 
bodies thrown into the Piisse river. The huge stone tower 
wasbuilt in 1913-14 by the Imperial Government. One climbs 
. the. immense stairs to a resting place, then enters the tower and 
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climbs about fifty feet more to a corridor around the inside of 
the- building and under the dome. There our party paused to 
hear Nazi as well as Imperial propaganda about the power and 
heroism of the German people. Four huge stone figures are 
supposed to tell the story. One of them represents a mother 
nursing twin children at her huge breasts; another shows a 
philosopher-teacher with a German youth sitting at his feet; 
another represents the God of War; and the fourth is a gener- 
ous soul lending aid to the poor and helpless. It was all most 
interesting to one who could keep in mind the ambitions and 
the blunders of the German folk. The suggestive explanations 
of the guide were distinctly Nazi in character. 

When the tour was over we paid our bill at the hotel, after 
a little visit to the main hall of the university, and took a train 
for Berlin where we arrived about 5 o’clock. 

August 16. Wednesday. Professor Coar came again to de- 
scribe his visit with Hitler. He had spent two hours with the 
Chancellor, with Hess as a witness. Coar reported that Hitler 
talked wildly about destroying all Jews, insisting that no other 
nation had any right to protest and that Germany was showing 
the world how to rid itself of its greatest curse. He considered 
himself a sort of Messiah. He would re-arin Germany, absorb 
Austria and finally move the capital to Munich. There were 
other and equally important points, but Coar was not at liberty 
to mention them. He thought Hitler had no comprehension of 
foreign attitudes or the significance of the economic effects of 
his J eivish programme. * 

At dinner James McDonald and his wife talked well. With 
them were the Messcrsmiths and the Mowrers. There was 
some discussion of Moivrer’s trouble on account of his stories 
of Nazi behaviour towards all foreigners who do not salute or 
who look like Jews. Moivrer is under instructions to leave Ger- 
many on September 6. I felt at the end that Mowrer was al- 
most as vehement, in his way, as the Nazis, but I could under- 
stand his point of view. 

18. Friday, forty representatives of the American 
Women's Club of Berlin came to pay their respects and to 
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listen to Mr Gordon talk a little ‘about the situation in Ger- 
many under Nazi rule. * 

At 9 o’clock Fritz, the butler in our new mansion — rather 
the old one where we live in a manner which requires a butler — 
reported that a Professor Langbeinc wished to speak to me 
over the telephone When I took up the recaver I recognized 
the voice of Professor Coar, who Is long legged' He reported 
that a friend of his and Hess had returned from a visit to the 
Fuehrer, but he called the Fuehrer No i, Hess No 2 and his 
friend No 3 There was no change in Hitler’s attitude He 
spoke without in any way allowing a possible eavesdropper to 
grasp his meaning or anybody’s name, I wonder what game he 
is playing Such is the German situation, and I am learning 

August 19 Saturday I recaved an invitation today from 
the Foreign Office asking me, as well as all other members of 
the diplomatic corps, to attend a great demonstration meeting 
of the Nazi Party and its Fuehrer in Nllmberg, September 2 
and 3 Elaborate tram and hotel service was offered at the 
expense of the government It was plain that the invitation 
came by order of the Hitler chiefs and the word “Partei” 
(Party) was used three times in the first paragraph of the let- 
ter I saw at once that attendance would be embarrassing and 
concluded that I would not attend unless all other ambassadors 
did I suggested that Mr Gordon ascertain the French atti- 
tude, and continued debating in my own mind whether I would 
refuse to attend even if all the other diplomats went 

August 2i Monday I lunched with Dr Hans DiecLhoff at 
the Adlon Hotel on Unter den Linden President Rufus von 
Kleinsmid of the University of Southern California was the 
'gtfest of honour There were about twenty members of the gov- 
ernment circle present at an elaborate luncheon with three 
kinds of wine I took only a sip or tvs o 

After the luncheon some Foreign Office men gathered about 
me to determine, if possible, my attitudes The Minister of 
Education. Bernhard J£iixt- uthojjnnkr-no Jugdi&lv ■xramss 1 tassst 
concerned I talked of German historians Mommsen, Von 
^Ranke and the rest Rust said the Jews had forced Mommsen 
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to omit certain passages from his Roman History because it 
reflected on the “chosen people.” 1 listened. He said the pub- 
lishers compelled him to do it. I listened. Aside from historical 
discussion I said little that could be reported, but I did allow 
my general agreement with the cultural Germany of 1900 to 
be obvious. I bade the party farewell at 4. o’clock. As I walked 
out of the door of the hotel, the chief butler followed me to 
help me into my car. He was astonished, perhaps disgusted, 
when he saw me walk off briskly towards the Embassy. 

At 4.30 the Spanish Ambassador called (very pleasantly 
unconventional because neither of us had been officially re- 
ceived) to talk over possible attendance, at the Numberg show. 

I implied that I would not go and added that precedents in 
American history were all against it, referring to Lord Sack- 
ville’s and Jackson’s cases (the first under Cleveland in 1888, 
the second under Madison in 1811). The Spanish Ambassador 
spoke German about as well or as badly as I did. We went 
over the matter thoroughly and agreed, though I did not say 
positively what I would do, as it was my first meeting with 
him. 

August 22. Tuesday. 1 asked for instructions from the State 
Department and I received a non-committal reply insofar as 
the American Government was concerned, but they added they 
would support anything I decided to be the right thing to do. 

I at once made up mV mind not to go, even if all other am- 
bassadors went. 

At 10.45 Edgar Mower called to talk over his case, the 
State Department having advised his withdrawal. At 11.15, 
Dr. Dieckhoff of the Foreign Office came in to ask for Mow- 
tct’s immediate departure. Dieckhoff talked about a number 
of. sjihyrJs. VJhr/t h/t r.m ♦«, ‘Are -nsh rme'; fne hanger' ol 
Mower’s being pliysically attacked, especially if he went to 
Niimberg to report the Party demonstration. The government 
already had guards about Mowrer’s house and office. In view 
of the intensity of feeling and the danger of another "atrocity,” 

I agreed to advise Mowrer to go by September 1. Dieckhoff* 
said he would give him all possible protection. 

When Dieckhoff went out, Group Leader Karl Ernst of the 
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Berlin S.A. (Storm Troops) came in to apologize for violence 
done to Dr. Mtilvihill, a medical specialist here working on 
lung problems. Mulvihill, standing on the fcurb of Unter den 
Linden and not saluting when S.A. troops marched by, was 
knocked down and taken away unconscious. Messersmith de- 
manded immediate punishment of the* offender, who wa3 
promptly put into prison. The Secret Police Chief, Rolf Diels, 
had ordered Ernst to apologize. 

As the young officer clicked his boots together and gave the 
Hitler gesture, I arose, returning the greeting as best I saw 
fit and listened to his German confessions of regret and his 
promise that such a thing would not happen again. When he 
was done, I asked him* to be seated and then read him a lecture 
on the dangers of such behaviour on the part of his followers. 
He protested to me that he was sincere and resolute in his 
promise to put a stop to violence towards foreigners. He arose, 
stood at attention, saluted, made a Prussian bow and went out 
I was not a little amused. At 1 o’clock, I explained to Messer- 
smith that the amends were properly made. He said: “The 
incidents will go on,” 

August 33. Wednesday. After a busy morning, I called on 
Under-Secretary of State von Billow in his office on the Wil- 
helmstrasse. Mr. Gordon accompanied me, and being persona 
non grata in the Foreign Office, he said to me: “I expect to be 
left standing outside half an hour.” But Von Billow came into 
the reception-room in two minutes. We sat around a table and 
talked agreeably for fifteen minutes about unemployment re- 
lief and international relations. I made the move to go but 
talked a moment about Von Billow’s uncle who left a remark- 
able-autobiography, though I spoke only of Von Billow’s Ger- 
man Politics published in 1916, an excellent critique of German 
foreign relations before 1914 as well as of 'German ineptitude 
in foreign affairs. 

At 4.30 the same day Von Billow returned my call and he 
^remained nearly an hour. We agreed on most subjects dis- 
cussed. I spoke of Ernst’s apology and he promised to do all 
he could with the Police Department to stop further offences. 
He said German foreign relations were very acute, and that 
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“the hostility of Jews in the United States did much 
harm” „ 

I ashed if there would be any reason given for aggression 
on the French or Austrian border. He said: “Not a single 
aggressive move will be made; but we must have air-defcncc 
and anti-tank guns regardless of the Versailles Treaty, if con- 
tinued offensive armament goes on in France. Germany has 
the right to arm if other nations violate the treaty and arm. 
On this point we arc all united in Germany, but you must not 
think all this marching in the streets is simply war-like. It is 
the needful discipline of our unemployed l’J I made no com- 
ment. We then talked of other less pressing themes, though he 
did come back to the subject to say : ’"“The Chancellor will 
make a pacifist speech at Ntlmberg.” I replied that I was glad, 
but did not refer to my doubts or my decision not to attend 
the meeting. We parted very agreeably. 

August 25. Friday. Dr. Karl Wehner of the Berliner Tage- 
blalt, who recently published in his paper a very comprehen- 
sive review of my Colton Kingdom , came to talk about possible 
reviews of other books of mine. I gave him a copy of my 
Woodrow Wilson, not for review but for a study of my ideas 
of economic and international problems during the Wilson era. 
He said he would come again when he had finished the book. 
I wonder. 

At 12 o’clock George Sylvester Viereck came with a letter 
from Colonel House. Viereck impressed me as unstable, a real 
pro-Nazi, here to see officials of the government. We had him 
to lunch and I still felt it a little unsafe to talk frankly with 
him. His manner makes me uneasy. I think Colonel House 
has been imposed upon. He should know better. Viercck'said 
he was going to NUmbetg and would return and then bring 
the young Hohenzdllem Prince Friedrich to see the family, 
if we v, ere willing. 


August 26. Saturday. I sent a reply to the German invitation “ 
to Nllmberg. I declined it on the grounds of pressure of work, 
though the main reason was my disapproval of a government 
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invitation to a Party convention I was also sure the behaviour 
of the dominant group would be embarrassing 

August 28 Monday H C MacLcan, chief of American 
Commercial Attache in Europe, with headquarters in Pans, 
called We conferred with our Commercial Attache here, Doug- 
las Miller, who speaks German fluently and is married to a 
German wife My first acquaintance with his work came only 
a day or two ag<5 when his admirable survey of German con 
didons under the Hitler regime came to my desk, exceedingly 
well done 

More interesting for the moment was the visit of H V 
Kaltenbom,. European news analyst for the Columbia Broad 
casting System His work has been to assess Hitler and the 
Nazi movement and prepare informed radio addresses in the 
United States about present day .Germany 

August 'jq Tuesday Karl von Wiegand called again He is 
just back from ajoumey to Vienna, Geneva, Pans and London 
His story was amazing Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss of 
Vienna had given him a six hour interview, driving through 
the mountains of Austria Dollfuss has defeated the planned 
Hitler putsch over the Austrian border, which had been set for 
September 6 ,The abandonment of the scheme was due to the 
growing Austrian dislike of the Nazis and to Mussolini s inter 
venUon on the side of Dollfuss Von Wiegand reported Doll 
fuss as saying ‘There will not be a putsch after 1 the great 
Ntimberg Party Congress in. September ” I was convinced, and 
was also inclined to think the failure of France, England, the 
United States and Spam to participate m the Nazi Party Day 
has been influential in the same direction 

He then told me that France was completing her treaty with 
Russia (Edouard Hemot was then on the way to Moscow), 
according to which Russia would support any French move 
against Germany Also it would soon be shown that Germany 
had bought a vast amount of airship materials in Russia and 
6W France Aatf seized this materia/ because tlie Treaty of 
Versailles had been violated France and England were in 
accord and would show a solid front in the event of any warlike 
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attitude on the part of Germany. However, a boycott would be - 
tried first, then a blockade. 

Finally Von Wicgand reported that the night before lie had 
cabled— rather long-distance telephoned— to the Hcarst news 
sendee in London the contents of President von Hindcnburg’s 
will: (1) A Hohcnzollcm would be urged upon the German 
people; (2) Hitler >vas to be Chancellor with limited powers; 
and (3} there was to be a restoration of popular participation 
in the government. * ' ^ “* 

I asked him if it were not dangerous to transmit the con- 
tents of a man’s will that way. He said: “1 am sure of the 
facts ; my information comes from one of Von Hindenburg’s 
intimate friends, and I think the world ought to know the 
facts. Of course the Secret Police here know what I have done. 

1 have intimations that I am soon to be cited to appear before 
Diels, Secret Police Chief .”- 1 told him he should not allow 
himself to be ordered out of the country. Mowrer is a lesson in 
this. Von Wiegand impressed me as half ready to be made a 
martyr. I was, however, a little astounded to hear his story. 

In the afternoon Whiting Williams, Saturday Evening Post 
writer, came to give me a strange tale of Russian woe, a ten- 
themsand-word story, soon to appear in print, of starving mil- 
lions of peasants. He asked for a letter to President Roosevelt 
which 1 said I might give him, but I am not sure. I could 
hardly believe 20,000,000 were starving in Soviet Russia l 

August go. Wednesday. I went with the Embassy staff, each 
'of us in dress suit, top hat and all that, to present my creden- 
tials to President von Hindenburg. My three-page statement 
was conventional except for the inclusion of “German people” 
as the object of my mission, and also the statement of German 
intellectual life as of great interest aniimjjnrtannn-tn. tbn.»jenjjJn. 
of the-riJnited States. The President responded in vigorous 
language and laid particular emphasis upon what I said about 
the German people and culture. The President and I sat on 
the “preferred sofa” while Von Neurath, Von Pillow and Hans 
Otto Meissner, Foreign Office chiefs, the last-named being the 
v President’s secretary, sat about the table in front of the Presi- 
1 dent and myself. 
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The conversation turned upon President y Roosevelt and eco- 
nomic problems in the United States and Germany. I said there 
have been strong differences of opinion about the President in 
Washington but that his decision had been against economic 
nationalism, recently urged upon him. Von Hindenburg as- 
serted vigorously his doubts of economic nationalism as a solu- 
tion for a distressed and unemployed people. He stressed the 
subject of international relations so pointedly that I thought 
he meant indirect criticism of the Nazi extremists. 

After fifteen minutes, of agreeable exchange of conversation 
in which I was asked about my German university life and his- 
tory teachers, I moved a little as a sort of gesture. I thought it 
was time to go and in a minute I arose and went into an adjoin- 
ing room where I introduced the members of the Embassy staff 
to the President. That over, I retired to the entrance hall and 
marched sedately out of the building with the uniformed Von 
Bassowitz on my left, my staff trailing behind. When we drove 
away, several companies of the Reichswehr stood at attention 
on both sides of the street. It was all over and I was at last a 
duly accepted representative of the United States in Berlin. 

At 5 o’clock I called upon the Papal Nuncio who lives in a 
marvellous palace not a little unbecoming to the priestly garb 
and ascetic look of its master. We spoke German fairly well 
for fifteen minutes. He could not go to Ntimberg — the Catholic 
Conference at Trier compelled his attendance. I asked if he 
thought there were any Christians left in the world. He 
shrugged his shoulders but said “Yes ” I asked about the Papal- 
Hitler concordat and lie approved the idea. He finished the 
conversation with enthusiastic support of absolute religious free- 
dom and separation of church and state ! That from an orthodox 
Catholic l , , 

August 31. Thursday. We lunched with a delightful ^party of 
German scholars. The conversation was In German and Eng- 
lish and of a very high character. There were some Nazi offi- 
cials present. I showed the Germans how President Roosevelt 
•ha*' managed public opinion thus far and how his opponents 
™\re brought into line without ruthless treatment. One of the 
Nazis said : “ He is wise not to ask for his pow ers for too long 
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a penod ” There was general indirect acknowledgment that 
Hitler has undertaken too much and for too long a penod if 
I had known at the .beginning that there were several Nazi 
leaders present, I might have given my part of the talk a 
somewhat different direction 

September x Friday Henry Mann of the National City 
Bank spoke of the conversation he and Mr Aldrich had had 
some ten days before with the Chancellor at his summer place 
The ideas advocated by Hitler were the same as those he had 
advanced to Professor Coar He is a fanatic on the Jewish prob- 
lem He has no conception of international relationships He 
considers himself a German Messiah But despite Hitler’s atti- 
tude these bankers feel they can work with him 

September 5 Tuesday The stately Papal Nuncio called and 
we talked agreeably in German, our only means of communi- 
cation At 5 in the afternoon I made my second formal call, on 
the French Ambassador, Andr6 Fran§ois-Poncet, in his beauti- 
ful palace on Unter den Linden, by the Brandenburger Tor (a 
monument to commemorate French defeat') We talked Eng- 
lish for a while but rather conventionally I stayed just twelve 
minutes by my watch 

September 6 Wtintsday Von Pnttwitz, a former German 
Ambassador to Washington, called at 1 1 and talked rather cau- 
tiously about the problems before the Hitler government I 
understood from Representative Robert Bacon of New York 
that Von Pnttwitz stood in some danger of imprisonment, but 
lie told me that the Reichskanzler had recently received him 
and showed a conciliatory spirit The former Ambassador will 
now OTjrn a. business, office, 'n. Barim* * wth 1 -i» * viuvv 'using bus 

Amencan contacts to advantage He impressed me as a good 
deal of a diplomat but in a somewhat precarious situation with 
reference to his own government 
We went to lunch formally with Dr Dieckhoff m Dahlem 
My wife and Martha were with me The Reichsbank president, , 
Dr Schacht, Mayor Sahm of Berlin— sen en feet tall with «a- 
wife six feet tall and a little broad, too, and other members of 
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the government circle were present After retiring from the 
table, Schacht told a story of a conversation last May with 
President Roosevelt, whom he professed to admire, m which 
he asked why there was no ambassador on his way to Berlin 
The President replied that he’ was having a hard time finding 
a man who knew German life, who sympathized with the 
German people in their dilemma, and who could speak 
German 

A little later Schacht expressed regret that I had not been 
able to go to NUrnberg I quickly replied that the invitation 
had been to a purely Party gathering and that it was generally 
regarded m the United States as highly improper for an am- 
bassador or minister to attend I cited Lord Sackville’s case in 
1 888 and other similar incidents in support of my decision He 
seemed not to have thought of that as others also had not, 
according to their part m the conversation It was an agreeable 
party, the conversation mostly in German We ate duck and 
sauerkraut 

September 7 Thursday I had been told by the etiquette 
authorities of my stafT that I must give a reception to all the 
diplomatic corps soon after the formal acknowledgment, by the 
President of Germany, of my status They said there would be 
some forty or fifty people But before the day arrived and after 
invitations had gone out I was informed that each diplomat 
would bring members of his staff 

So today the show began at 5 o’clock The Embassy rooms 
had been prepared, flowers abounded everywhere, a great 
punch bowl was filled with the accustomed liquors Mr Gor- 
don and myself, with Count von Bassewitz, protocol official, 
introduced the ambassadors and ministers as they came Many 
distinguished people came, including Von Neurath, Schacht 
and the French Ambassador There was a little talk, a little 
commingling of the officials of various countries, and over two 
hundred names in our guest book It was not a bad affair, and 
tost 700 marks 

September 8 Friday The Spanish Ambassador, Luis Zulucta, 
called and we had a half hour’s talk in German He impressed 
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me as most reasonable and wise. He was formerly a professor 
of philosophy in the University of Madrid — thus a little my 
own kind of man. 

September n . Monday. I returned formal calls of the Irish 
and Hungarian Ministers, the latter very poorly housed on 
the third floor of an ancient apartment. But he was very agree- 
able and intelligent, as most of them seem to be. He spoke of 
having Hungary re-annexed to Austria and both economically 
annexed to Germany. He was quite undiplomatic in placing his 
cards all on the table. 

I then returned the call of the Spanish Ambassador, ele- 
gantly housed in a palace built and furnished during the hey- 
day of German imperialism, far too elaborate for the present 
modest and intellectual representative'of modem Spain, if there 
is such a thing as modem Spain It was plain that we are far 
more akin than a Spaniard and an American are supposed to be. 

In the evening we all went to dine with Professor Erich 
Marcks, under whom I studied for my German degree. There 
was a delightful company: two young sons, officers in the 
Reichswehr, a Herr Drexler of the Foreign Office and his wife, 
a Dutch woman with a sense of humour and bushy hair, Mrs. 
Marcks and other members of the family. Conversation was 
historical, political and very lively as Marcks is gifted with a 
high sense of humour. The talk was half German, half English. 

September is. Tuesday. At 12 o’clock Monsieur Francois- 
Poncet came, a half hour ahead of the appointed time, and 
remained forty minutes. The conversation began in English. It 
soon shifted to German which the Ambassador speaks admir- 
ably, having been a student in Berlin before the World War. 
It was clear from the beginning that h£ was excited. He re- 
peated a very disagreeable conversation he had had the day 
before with Baron von Neurath. It was plain that they had 
disagreed sharply and he wished me to know how tense are 
the relations between the French and the Germans. 

He said: “They gave a play last Sunday before a large audi- 
ence in which Germany was represented as a great area with 
two dissevered sections pegging to be returned. The German 
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people were represented by a group of Brown Shirt men, be- 
draggled prisoners, disarmed and helpless. French soldiers 
armed to the teeth, Englishmen and Americans stood by ap* 
provingly. The whole scene was designed to stir the deepest 
hostility against France, as also against the rest of the world. 
I made strong protest to the Foreign Minister who simply 
shrugged his shoulders. He made a promise to stop such in- 
sults. And it was plain to me that he had no power to effect 
any change, even if he wished.” 

Monsieur Franjois-Poncet, a handsome, imposing-looking 
person, was much excited. He insisted that war is almost cer- 
tain to come. In my opinion, economic conditions are better 
than at any time since I have been here. The Nazis have the 
press and their chiefs under such discipline and control that I 
feel there will be no outbreak for some time, perhaps a year. 
As for international relations, the situation is too problematical 
to estimate the future. 

I asked him 2* he had read Lloyd George’s translated article 
in last Sunday’s Vossisehe gtitung. He said he had not. I then 
repeated its main points, with its conclusion about the last war: 
“If it were all to do over again, I should decide exactly as I 
did then.” The Ambassador said “Yes," and continued : “The 
English are coming again to recognize the German menace to 
European peace,” and he returned to his former warning that 
unless America and England lend assistance again we are going 
to have another great war. He added : “The Germans are play- 
ing with fire now as in 1914, and I said as much to Von Ncu- 
rath yesterday.” 

I then asked whether he had heard what Von Hindenburg's 
attitude is. He repeated exactly the story that Karl von Wie- 
gand had given me a week or two before : the President’s will 
provided for a Hohenzollem to come to the throne, for Hitler 
to be Chancellor, and for some sort of national assembly. 
M. rran^ois-Poncet added: “But it won’t be a Hohenzollem. 
Nobody in that family is fit. The Crown Pnncc is idle and 
dissolute and has no will of his own, and the sons are not old 
or promising enough. Nor would Goebbels allow Von Hinden- 
burg’s will to prevail. He wishes to put the Duke of Hesse on 
the -throne and make himself the real master.” I thought the 
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people of Germany were inclined to give the Reiclispresident 
more attention, and that one of the Hohcnzollcms is more 

likely to be chosen than the Duke of Hesse, a violent Jew- 
. , ' * 
baiter. 

SeplmbiT 14. Thursday. Count de Kherchove, Belgian Min- 
ister, spent a half hour presenting his view of the dangers of 
German rearmament. He said Belgium must rely always upon 
Britain's support, rather than that of France. 

X went at 12.15 to talk things over with Baron von Ncurath, 
and remained until 1 o’clock. Von Ncurath agreed that out 
move towards Latin America, as indicated in the Montevideo 
Conference, would be serious for Germany, if it meant aban- 
donment of another economic conference to do what was 
planned at the London Conference. I illustrated the German 
ineptitude in foreign economic affairs by repeating the story of 
the North German Lloyd attempt early in August to prevent 
Germans or other travellers from taking passage on any but 
German ships. X showed him how fatal that order would have 
been if Americans had applied a similar rule in New York, 
taking 80 per cent of the traffic from German vessels. He 
seemed surprised at the folly and frankly acknowledged that 
German authorities are naive in such matters. 

I spoke of the beatings of Americans on German streets 
when they failed to give the Hitler salute during parades. I 
cited the cases of Mulvihill, Brossard and the young son of 
H. V. K.attenbom, and said that no punishment of offenders 
bad been reported^ Although Group Leader Ernst had made 
public apology in the Mulvihill case, the authorities seemed to 
pay no attention. I acknowledged that Americans were negli- 
gent hut said that was their privilege, and that they never or 
rarely saluted their own flag when they met a column of sol- 
diers. It simply is not their habit. He replied that he appre- 
ciated the gravity of the matter, especially if the State Depart- 
ment contemplated an announcement that it was unsafe for 
Americans to visit Germany. I explained the newspaper atti- 
tude at home, said that X had kept two or three cases out of the 
press reports and otherwise tried to prevent unfriendly demon- 
strations. He assured me he had recently gone over the matter 
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with Gocnng, President of Prussia and Police Chief, and also 
with the Chancellor, both agreeing that stneter enforcement of 
the law would be made thereafter. He referred to a notice in 
the papers two days before which referred to the Communist 
elements in the S A (storm troops) as the unruly ones He 
thought it was all over; I hoped so 

Then we talked at length about the Jewish outrages Here 
was a problem which seemed to give lum much more trouble 
Hitler means to put all Jews out of responsible positions in 
Germany, esen to expel them from the country Von Neurath 
said ho sat on the platform a few days before in the Baden- 
Baden "sport field and no sort of affronts were given to three 
prominent Jews on the same platform I reviewed events in the 
United States since July 5 and showed how the boycott in 
Amenca and England was operating and how newspapers were 
exciting liberal opinion everywhere I intimated that many hb- 
' cral people of eminence had come to me to report their com- 
plaints But I did not need to repeat some stones of brutalities 
and murders that had come to me The case was too dear 

He asked whether we did not have a Jewish problem in the 
United States I acknowledged that some people thought so, 
and again repeated my dislike of German brutality methods 
I continued You cannot expect world opinion of your conduct 
to moderate so long as eminent leaders like Hitler and Goeb 
bels announce from platforms, as m Nilmberg, that all Jews 
must be wiped off the earth He was embarrassed as on one or 
two previous occasions He did not promise any reform, much 
as he seemed to lament the facts 

As I arose to go, I said Is there to be war 3 He replied* 
"No, absolutely no ** I said You must realize that Germany 
would be ruined by another war He agreed and said "I am 
leaving Wednesday for Geneva where I shall support Ameri- 
can demands for decreasing armaments and hope Norman 
Davis may succeed ” I left, a Utde concerned that I had been 
so frank and critical The Minister seemed to be m good humour 
nevertheless 

September 15 Friday One of the amusing days! The Prus- 
sian* authorities had invited the diplomatic corps to*attend the 
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formal opening of Ihe new Council of State, substitute for the 
former Germart Upper House. As the thing was purely official, 

I decided to go. On the way, vast masses of Brown Shirt sol- 
diers lined the streets on both sides from the Victoriastrasse 
to the university, about a mile— perhaps 100,000 uniformed 
* men. 

, Entering the Brandenburger Tor, the Prussian and Hitler 
flags stood on the right and the soldiers were at attention. I 
gave a half-humorous, if not sarcastic, salute, which was taken 
by newspaper men to mean a surrender to Party authorities. 

It was incorrect to do so since my top hat was off and no ^alutc 
at home would be expected. But Nazi people do not understand 
this. It is embarrassing not to wave to cheering people, but 
any wave can be interpreted as a Hitler salute. However, I * 
waved, thus becoming to some newspeople a Nazi partisan. I 
decided my words could speak for themselves. 

When I found my place it was on the right of the speakers’ 
stand. The Papal Nuncio sat next to me. It was a beautiful hall. 
Slowly the officials of the new Nazi state filed in to their seats 
, in the middle of the room. Hermann Goering, a fat ridiculous- 
looking man according to my taste, came towards his centrally 
located chair with a score of men behind him. He stopped and 
, gave theHitler salute, a click of shoe-heels, a raise of the right 
hand and a sharp Prussian bow. The diplomatic corps, follow- 
ing the suggestion of the Nuncio, bowed in the usual English- 
American easy style. 

The Prussian Minister, Goering, in Hitler uniform, began 
a long harangue which, not being in front of him, I could un- 
derstand only in broken snatches here and there. It was a pas- 
sionate oration on the meaning of the new state, the Third 
Reich, in which three or four times I discerned contemptuous 
remarks about the discarded parliamentary system. It is curi- 
ous: next week they are trying three or four men in Leipzig 
on a charge of treason for burning the old Reichstag building, 

1 and yet this man, next in authority to Hitler himself, denounces 
parliaraentarianism as a betrayal of Germanism. 

The meeting adjourned about 12.30 and the diplomatic corps 
took its place on the terrace in front of the university to witness 
the marching of thousands of Prussian police, Brown Shirts and 
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Stahlhclm lfoo|K Some of them indulged in the nbsurd ptnde 
nep in which tlic soldiers march without bending the knee — 
the gooie step— perfcctlj executed When 1 division or cavalry 
followed, 1 nudged and whispered to the Nuncio 'Noti notice 
the hones do not keep itep md the) walk natural!) What s 
the reason the) are not so obedient? The Pipaldigniftry seemed 
not to catcli the point, or lie hesitated to show that he did 
I admired the horses 

Stftmbtr iG Saturday Von Wiegand called, after a five- 
day visit to 1 ngland and reported what he considered semi 
warlike plans of the British He said 'The British Cabinet 
have made a formal stud) of a plan to bJockade Germany in 
the event of an outbreak of war The idea is for France, Eng 
land, Poland, Russia, Czechoslov akia and Austria to unite to 
bar all exit and entrance of military or other goods to German) 
Belgium would also co-operate The plan has been submitted 
to the Cabinet, but tabled for the present ** 

September j 8 Sunday A >oung Rcimer Koch Weser, the 
son of a former Prussian*Mmi5ter of Justice, who has studied 
in New England and has a position in a New York law firm, 
came to beg me to use what influence I could to procure restora 
tion of his father to his former rights as a practising lawyer in 
Berlin The father’s grandfather was a Jew Hence the father 
is denied a means of livelihood in Germany He left me two 
books to prove his father’s claim to some attention as a con 
servative liberal writer I repeated what I had said a hundred 
times since July 14 I have no authority at all to approach any 
German official about such a matter He hoped I could find 
occasion unofficially, to mention the subject and bring a little 
pressure to bear I saw no immediate prospect harsh as the 
ruling against the family seemed 

, September si Thursday Young Herbert von B sraarck called 
at 12 o clock He seemed favourable in appearance about 
twenty eight years old as I judged 1 said You live under the 
great disadvantage of being the grandson of the greatest states 
man Germany has ever had The handsome young man flushed 
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a little and said : “Yes, that’s so.” I then asked him Bismarck’s 
attitude in 1871 about the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine, sug- 
gesting that my interpretation of the correspondence of his 
grandfather was to the effect that the great blunder would not 
have been made if the then Prime Minister had had his way. 

He agreed at once that Bismarck had opposed Kaiser William I 
and von Moltke and proposed to give the long-disputed area 
to Switzerland. We then talked of the folly of victors in most 
wars. After a bit of conversation about Germany in which he 
acknowledged friendly relations to the Nazi regime, wc parted 
company, my secretary making the polite blunder of coming 
in too soon. 

September 22. Friday. At 5 o’clock, Minister Francis White, 
long-time Under-Secretary of State’ with Latin America for his 4 
realm, came in to talk about the situation in Germany. He had 
been at Prague a month where he had been putting in order, 
at much expense to the government, the famous palace (once 
belonging to Charles R. Crane) of fourteen rooms, for him- 
self, his wife and one child. He madcjhe impression of a loyal, 
industrious official, not well-informed About Europe in any way. 

Mr. White and his wife, Prince Friedrich Hohcnzollem, son 
of the Crown Prince, now living at Potsdam, and Ernst Hanf- 
staengl, a curious, well-to-do HitleT enthusiast since 1921, came 
to dinner. It was an interesting evening. The prince shpwed 
himself very modest, gentle-mannered and appreciative. Han£' 
staengl was a boisterous Harvard graduate of young Theodore 
Roosevelt’s day. When “Teddy Jr.” was mentioned, he flew 
into a rage. After dinner, he played on the piano. The party 
broke up at 10.30, the proper hour according to my taste. 

September 25 . Monday. At '8 o’clock. Dr. Schacht, the Reichs- 
bank president, came to dine with Senator McAdoo, two very 
clever, stubbom-willed men. The latter is seventy years old 
and hardly looks to be fifty-five; the former is around fifty, I 
believe, but looks older. Conversation was the keenest and mosi 
interesting 1 have ever heard on financial subjects. The two 
men went away together. This was one of the real dinners of 
our stay here thus far. r 
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September sj Wednesday Lord Astor of the New Yack- 
London family, called this morning and reported that Boston 
leaders of the Mother Church' (Christian Science) had called 
him to come to Germany to protest against dissolving Christian 
Science organizations in south Germany, one of the societies 
having been ruthlessly treated in Weimar I had already learned 
of the matter and had a cable from the State Department ask- 
ing for information I told Lord Astor that I thought the mat- 
ter had been corrected by the German authorities, thinking of 
Von Neurath’s promises of September 14, and that he might 
perhaps rest easy It is the same troublesome story inexperi- 
enced Nazi local authorities acting hastily, and evil results with 
difficulty corrected „ * 

I then suggested to Lord Astor that he remain in Berlin, 
study the general situation and try to see Chancellor Hitler m 
the hope of influencing him to support Von Neurath m Geneva 
as against Goebbels who was publicizing Germany as more bel- 
ligerent and reckless He agreed and I arranged with Louis F 
Lochner, the Associated Press correspondent, to get an inter 
view with Hitler Astor was a much more interesting and alert 
person than I had expected from the impressions I received of 
him when he was in Chicago ten years ago and I talked with 
him at Hull House 

September 2g Frtday At lunch, tall, dark Lord Astor sat 
down with Von Blilow, one of the German Secretaries of State 
We had an interesting interchange of views on recovery prob- 
lems but no real talk about the critical matter of world peace 
which his Lordship came here to promote if possible, after hiS 
Christian Science fellows are relieved 

When the other guests had gone, Lord Astor sat down in the 
library and said * I -am to see Hitler at 6 Is there anything 
you think I might discuss with him to advantage’” I replied 
If you can impress upon him the importance of improving 
( jus British and American relationships, and the need for 
Germany of an agreement as to disarmament at Geneva, yotl 
will only be tc emphasizing what I have been urging upon 
officials at the Foreign Office After a few minutes he went 
away, not very hopeful 
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At 6.30 1 went with ^Counsellor Gordon, who was most 
anxious to go, to see Von BOlow, Gordon doesn’t get on with 
Von Billow and Von Billow has not shown any cordial feeling 
for Gordon when we have been together before. I suggested 
because of this that the First Secretary of the Embassy, Joseph 
Flack, should also go. He had prepared the data we were to 
use in the discussion of the so-called “quota system” now being 
applied all over Europe against the United States because of 
debts and high tariffs. * *■ * 

So we took seats by a table in the Foreign Office exactly on 
time. Yon. Billow and an assistant sat opposite us. Wc protested 
against a quota for Yugoslavia on imports of prunes -at low 
tariff rates and the failure grant the same privilege to Amer- 
ican prune-growers. The volume of trade involved was much 
larger than I had any idea of. Von Billow said the arrangement 
was already fixed for eight months and it could not be modified. 
Yugoslavia allowed similar concessions to ‘German imports. 
There was nearly an hour of earnest talk but no compromise, 
except Von Billow’s remark towards the end : “The time for us 
all to agree on easier trade relations was last summer in Lon- 
don,” with which 1 concurred. We came away at 7.30, just as 
wise or, not wise as to German policy as before. But the State 
Department request had been met in full. 

October 4. Wednesday. Charles R. Crane came to talk before- . 
hand about his interview with Adolf Hitler. I asked_Jiim to ' 
stress, if the opportunity arose, two factors which influence ‘ 
Germans and foreigners against the present regime: (1) The 
mass of educated and professional Germans who resent the 
arbitrary and violent behaviour of many ofHitler’s under-officers 
and some of his colleagues (Goebbels and Goering) require 
more consideration. Therc is a silent resistance to arbitrary 
measures like the recent dismissal of Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
grandson of the great musician and eminent professor of inter- 
national relations at Hamburg. {2) The ruthlessness with which 
Jews are treated should be abandoned. Goebbels’ talks, though^ 
I said not to name him, cause great injury all over the world 
At 5 o’clock, Mr. Crane was again at the house, tea-drinking. 
He has been some months at Carlsbad where he thinks one’s 
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health is better restored than anywhere else He talked of his 
coming interview with the Pope about a sort of pact with the 
Islam world whereby the followers of Mohammed may be 
protected against the Jews who are taking Palestine He makes 
the impression of being a little in his dotage He is seventy five 
years old Long years of strange experiences m American poll 
tics, in Russia where he did much to bnng on the Kerensky 
revolution winch gave way to Communism and drove Crane 
out of the country, and m China as ^Wilson’s Minister there, 
have upset his equilibrium somewhat 

October 5 Thursday Mr Crane came tea dunking again 
today He was enthusiastic about his Hitler interview In his 
opinion, the Chancellor was not learned like Mr Houston of 
the Wilson Cabinet, who was so often wrong because of lack of 
imagination Crane found Hitler simple, enthusiastic, bent on 
stirring the German people to passionate self confidence and 
wanting in knowledge of foreign problems This is the same 
stoiy I have heard again and again 

Mr Crane was so fnendly that he offered to furnish me a 
trustworthy private secretary Of course I could not accept, it 
is contrary to the rules of the Department Much as I need 
such a person I have no means of engaging one myself, nor 
of accepting one paid by another The reason is that such ar- 
rangements would surely tend to demoralize the service So 
* many wealthy men would endeavour to serve their own interests 
by lending aid to public officials especially in the Foreign 
Service Crane was disappointed 

At 830 we went to the Esplanade Hotel where Frederick 
Wirth, President of the American Club in Berlin, met us We 
were most ceremoniously escorted into a waiting room Mr 
Gordon insisted that I must precede my wife, which I was not 
inclined to do, and all others as we marched with a party of 
Embassy folk to the beautiful dining room where some 150 
people were reddy to participate in a grand dinner, costing 
' 8 marks a plate wine extra It was a fine demonstration Jn full 
evening tiress ol fne interest oT the American colony here in 
the “new Ambassador ** 

In due course Mr With introduced me and I spoke on the 
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Dilemma in the United Slates which seemed to hold the audi- 
ence’s attention closely. At the end, a Dr. Fuehr oF the German 
Foreign Office spoke on behalf of the government and dwelt 
on the fact of my having taken my doctorate in Leipzig and 
published my dissertation in German. There was no hint of my 
failure to fall in with the Nttmberg Party show of September, 
though I had heard there was a good deal of criticism. When 
the speaking was over we had half an hour of personal talk and 
hand-shaking and then . we came home. "Both the Americans 
and the Germans present were most cordial in every way. 

October 11. Wednesday. The Dutch Minister called. He had 
been acquainted with the Kaiser when still on the German 
throne and he indicated a sympathetic feeling for the old 
regime. I did not respond to this in any way. The subject of 
atrocities came up and I told him of the shameful case of a 
Woolworth store man in Ddsseldorf being attacked on the 
- streets there last Sunday in a most disgraceful way. The.last 
such case occurred on September 1 . After ample time and prom- 
ises over the telephone by the police authorities, I had gone to' 
Von Neurath, Foreign Minister, and had an hour or nearly^ 
that with him. He regretted every one of the eight or ten cases 
that were listed to him and promised everything one could ask, 
but said, “The S.A. men are so uncontrollable that I am afraid - 
we cannot stop them,” repearing, "I will do all possible.” On~ 
Thursday, October 5 , 1 had sent a request to the Foreign Office 
urging a report on what officials had done. No reply came, 
which I think means that the police have taken no measures 
against the guilty men. 

I gave the friendly Dutch Minister an idea of my difficulty. 
He said: "I have had some trouble myself since last spring, 
and a Tecent case compels me to see Von Neurath tomorrow. 

I expect nothing. The Foreign Office has no authority and Hit- 
ler gives no orders to the Nazis in such matters, not knowing 
what such behaviour means to his own cause.” It has been my, 
experience, too, that Von Neurath has been strangely evasive^ 
on this and even moreimpo riant international discussions. 

I told him the Spanish Ambassador had sent word that he 
was in the same plight. He wanted to know what I was con- 
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templating. I said: We may advise the government in Wash- 
ington to announce to the world that Americans arc not safe 
in Germany and that travellers had best not go there. He said 
he was considering the same action, that Dutchmen would 
never give the Hitler greeting — the main cause of attacks — and 
that he would not give it other. 

The Minister is very angry but says the present regime is 
here to stay. He -said, “Even the death of the Old Man, Hin- 
denburg, would bring no real change.” He then added : “The 
European world is half crazy or worse. Wc quarrel and wrangle 
and perhaps go to war. -That will finish us, and Japan, after 
annexing China, will sail into the Baltic. It is terrible to con- 
template the Folly of the Jrec peoples of the United States, 
England and Holland.” 



II 

October rs, 1933 to March 4, 1934 

October 12. Thursday. I went today to thc s Adlon Hotel to 
lunch with the American Chamber of Commerce where it had 
been announced two weeks ago that I was to speak. I had my 
paper, eleven pages, in hand. Mr. Gordon, the Counsellor, had 
read it carefully and approved of every sentence. Among the 
guests were Dr. Schacht, Dr. Keppler from the Economics 
Ministry, Dr. Fuehr and Dr. Davfdson, both of the Foreign 
Office, two representatives of Dr. Goebbels, and many Ameri- 
can and English correspondents. There were abouf 200 people 
present; the newspapers said 300. I felt very keenly the tension, 
of the situation. 

1 was introduced with rather fulsome praise as an historian, 
and diplomat. 1 began to read the address after disallowing 
some of the praise. As' 1 started to read the audience was at 
once tense. My points were that half-educated statesmen of our 
day misunderstood the Caesar regime; that England, France 
and the United States had all tried economic nationalism and 
failed; and finally that the world is confronted with altema-' 
tives of economic co-operation or chaos — war and its aftermath. 
There was extraordinary applause considering the implied criti- 
cism of statecraft here, in Italy, France and England. Dr. 
Schaclit said he had never known there was so much proof of 
his contentions today. Dr. Davidson said : "You are another 
Philipp Melancthon, Mentor Gennaniae.” I was not taken in 
by irony. The two Goebbels men said to the Mew Tork Times 
representative that they were going to print the whole 
speech. 

Though I did not know it then, they were forbidden to do 
so that afternoon. The Berliner Tageblatt , the Boersm 
and the Fbsstscfte Z e ' tun g carried good excerpts next day, 
I think against the suggestion, not the command, of the Propa- 
ganda Ministry. 
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October 13. Friday. I was due to protest today to Von Neu- 
rath over the failure to punish those Nazis who had assaulted 
Americans and the ignoring of my request, ten days before, for 
information on this. My engagement was postponed twice dur- 
ing the day, but in the evening I was finally received. 

Von Neurath apologized for the delays and listened patiently 
to my case and the protest from Washington. He said General 
Goering had promised him a report on the punishment of all 
offenders, but had not kept his promise. 

We then talked of dangers to .Germany and of the growing 
hostility abroad. He repeated as usual how fully he agreed with 
me, but I’m afraid the lesson of economic nationalism has not 
been learned by him or, more important, by Hitler himself. 
If they really believe a country can be economically independent 
and discard international codes’ of behaviour, as I suspect they 
do, real trouble will comer I came away fairly, not completely, 
satisfied, having a lingering suspicion that Hitler had compelled 
Von ‘Neurath to postpone the interview as a sort of rebuke for 
tmy speech of yesterday. 

October 14. Saturday. We gave a dinner party to military 
and naval attaches. At 9.30 a special'messengcr brought the 
long-awaited formal report — of one lone man in a concentration 
camp for striking Mr. Mulvihill on August 12 or 13. The DOs- 
seldorf offenders were on the way to trial in Berhn, as if the 
regular authorities on the Rhine were not equal to the task 1 

But before this episode reached its lame conclusion, Hitler 
spoke over the radio to Germany, the rest of Europe and the 
United. States, announcing the German withdrawal from the 
Leagdc and from the Disarmament Conference and proclaim- 
ing a Reich election for November 14. The speech was moderate 
for him. He demanded equal rights with other nations as to 
armaments, defended his “revolution” as simply an anti-Com- 
munist move, and assured the world of peaceful intentions. We 
listened attentively. It was not the address of a thinker, but of 
an emotionalist claiming that Germany had in no way been 
responiidielor ihc'World War and that she was the victim of 
wicked enemies. 

After our company had gone, I went to bed a little troubled, 
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the more so as Norman Davis, the President’s roving ambassa- 
dor to Europe, called on the long distance from Geneva to ask 
for what information I could give.^As 1 knew my telephone 
wire was tapped by the German Propaganda Ministry, I spoke 
only in general terms and promised to call him in a few days 
if any real information came to me. The Germans have made 
another huge blunder for want of statesmen. 

October 15. Sunday. This was a day of tense feeling though 
no new information has'eome to me. A young member of the 
old German nobility came to lunch. He revealed a touch of 
German hostility in his conversation, mainly in his defence of 
Japanese aggression against China. He is deeply patriotic but, 
like so many educated Germans, does not know what real 
patriotism is.- It is evident some dislike of me is arising here 
now in official circles. I believe it is simply Nazi opposition. My 
refusal to go to NUmberg wa*s the beginning. But as the English, 
French and Spanish Ambassadors declined, I cannot be singled 
out. The pressure for ceasing street beatings and fair commer- 4 
cial treatment and now my speech of October 12 begin to look 
critical to them. A 

We went to a movie this afternoon. Hitler was shown as 
making a brief speech in Leipzig. There was no applause. Later, 
Hitler was shown marching with a division of troops ; there was 
very moderate applause. Then the unpopular Crown Prince was 
put on the screen ; he drew quite as much applause as the Chan- 
cellor. Hitler is surely not so powerful with the people as Mus- 
solini, the Italian despot, has been. * 

October iy. Tuesday. I went today at 12 o’clock sharp to see 
Chancellor Hitler in the palace where Bismarck once lived and 
worked. I went up broad stairways guarded jxt sxery' Javr? iy- 
Nazi soldiers with hands raised in the Caesar style, making the 
usual bows as I made various turns along the route. In the 
waiting-room I met a young Mr. Hans Thomsen with whom 
I talked five minutes about persons I knew in Germany. Then 
Von Neurath opened the door to the Chancellor’s office, a great 
room some fifty feet square with tables and chairs placed all 
around for group conferences. The decorations on the ceiling 
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and walls were, beautiful but not so elaborate as in the great 
ballroom adjoining. Adolf Hitler appeared in simple work-a- 
day suit, neat and erect. He looks somewhat better than the 
pictures that appear in the papers. 

We rehearsed two subjects, the assaults upon Americans and 
the discriminations' against American creditors. Everything I 
asked was agreed to and the Chancellor assured me personally 
that he would see that any future attack was punished to the 
limit and that publicity,, would be given to decrees warning 
everyone that foreigners were not to be expected to give the 
Hitler salute. . * * L "s " 

On financial discriminations,’ Von Neurath made the reply : 
“We have a falling export market and hence must make deals 
with any nation.that will take our goods. That’s "the reason for 
our paying -Swiss creditors full interest on their bonds and 
Americans only half the guaranteed rate of interest.” These 
weremot’his exact words. We were talking German. ‘ 

V could not -fail to -recognize the dilemma, for failure to ex- 
■'"port increasing amounts of goods would mean a default pure 
and simple, far more serious than partial payment!' One benefit 
the Germans do not mention is the fact that German bonds fall 
on the New York market to one-third or one-fourth their face 
value, and German cities and companies thus buy back their 
bonds at low prices, saving sixty to seventy-five cents out of 
every dollar which they borrowed in 1926-28. German finan- 
ciers are -not uneqbal to their New York fellows who made 
enormous profits at the expense of American buyers of German 
securities 

But the conversation turned quickly to the all-pervasive ques- 
tion jaf the German thunderbole of last Saturday. The Chan- 
cellor was clearly excited. T asked him why he had withdrawn 
from the League. He ranted about the Treaty of Versailles, the 
failure of the powers to keep their promises about disarmament 
and the indignity of keeping Germany in a defenceless status. 

X replied: There is evident injustice in the Trench attitude; 
but defeat in war is always followed by injustice. Witness the 
terrible treatment of our southern states after the Civil War. 

He remained silent on this score. 

After an exchange of niceties, I asked the Chancellor whether 
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an incident on the Polish, Austrian or French border which 
drew an enemy into the Reich would be allowed to be a casus 
belli. Of course he said, “No, no.” I then said in case such a 
thing were to occur in the Ruhr valley would you hold off and 
call a conference of the European powers? He said; “That 
would be my purpose, but we might not be able to restrain the 
German people.”^! saw that he meant the violent Nazis whom 
he has trained to violence.) I continued; Iftyou would' wait 
and call a conference, G ermahy „ would regain her popularity 
outside. A few more remarks and we parted, 'after a forty-five 
minute interview. Many other subjects were touched upon. My 
final impression was of his belligerence and self-confidence. 

October 18.' Wednesday. Bank Director Solmssen of the great 
Disconto Gesellschaft spent a half hour with me. He reviewed 
the* Nazi uprising oflast spring with approval. It wasf neces- 
sary , he indicated. He thought the abolition of parties.had been 
warranted, and also that Jewish repressions were justified,' in 
a measure. Then he said : “But these repressions have gone too • 
far. Some Jews ought not to be dismissed; Professor Mendcls- 
sohn-Bartholdy of Hamburg, for example; and .the universities 
should be left free and -also the schools and the press.” I felt 
he was saying this for my benefit. 

He concluded, “I heard your address before the American 
Chamber of Commerce and have come her especially to thank 
you in the name of liberal Germany winch is overwhelmingly 
grateful. You have said what we can or dare not say. It is 
a great help to us. We wish you to continue to speak on, occa- 
sion.” He seemed to be very sincere, and also a very mble 
though a sclf-contradictory business man, more liberal* than 
some American business men have been in my day. v ~* •• 

October 2d. Friday. To makc_ sure of Hitler’s attitude about 
the possibility of war, I saw Von Neurath this morning and he 
repeated what was said on October 17. When the last of the 
reports were in the pouch and another cable was off in the 
afternoon I went home with a headache^ and the threat of a 
1 Cold. ' . * 

I dressed for a dinner at the Hcncn-Kiub on Hermann 
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Goringstrasse. I ate only a boiled egg and rolls. Minister Cur- 
tius, of the Bruening regime, greeted me in a half hour’s speech 
at 9.30. He came pretty, close to the Nazi attitude about war* 
I responded for fifteen minutes, without notes, giving" a bnw 
story of the incidents of my life in Germany as a student and 
of the accidental appointment to my present dangerous posi- 
tion, and closed with a brief statement that wars are no longer 
rational solutions of any problem. Man’s inventive genius has 
made war utterly destructive and a resort to war is but a reversion 
to medievalism, a defeat of'all nations. The Horen, many 
nobles and Stahlhelms present, seemed to accept'this philosophi- 
cal criticism. At leas/ they couldn’t politely berate me. Home 

at "- ' ~ \ " 

October* 25. Wednesday. I ^ received this morning *,a letter 
from Senator Robert J. Bulkley, Bow in England, quoting a 
friend in Holland who had just had dinner with Fritz Thyssen, 

1 the great steel and xhunitions manufacturer in the Ruhr valley. 
Thyssen said: u We compelled the German Government to 
withdraw’ from the League.’* Bulkley was absolutely certain of 
the reliability of his informant. t 

October 26. Thursday. An eminent German of a former re- 
gime came to let me know he is departing for New York to 
lecture in the New School for 'Social Research instead of re- 
maining here subject to possible ill treatment by the Nazi 
leaders. He is a most promising and clear-thinking man, who 
said : “You Americans must teach us Germans how to govern 
ourselves. I go away for a year with the understanding I can 
return neat spring, or remain another year if I wish. I am 
announcing that I return next spring." 

He had come to me three weeks ago and said he thought he 
would not accept the offer of my friend, Dr. Alvin Johnson, 
president of the New School. It then looked like a surrender 
to him; now he thinks it best to go and return later if things 
improve. He thinks Hitler is moderating and perhaps the Ger- 
man situation wi}} improve. 2 fear German authorities wtf/ re- 
gard the New School as simply a Jewish propaganda institu- 
tion and so not welcome his return next year. 
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,bc. done here or elsewhere to mc .‘? lcno "’ "'hat can 
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official committee action on November 14 From °" by 
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S e J^us performances imaginable' ^ ^ most dan " 

These gentlemen had consulted officials in th~ v • ^ 

and they said the'officials had been nnnrO ^ ForC2 5 n Office 
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that S.A. troops had recently marched vrfre ^ gIusne ™Paper 
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October sg. Sunday. Walking along the T- 

dock I saw a Brown Shirt Precession ST* at 

un S* i walked 
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into the park to avoid embarrassment The procession stopped 
before the Turkish Embassy and stood at attention for a time 
Then they sang songs in honour of the tenth anniversary of the 
founding of the present Turkish state A vast crowd of people 
gathered along the street and gave the Hitler greeting It was 
but a warning of what was to come that evening when we were 
expected there at a Bierabend at 9 30 I went my way through 
the park to the Esplanade Hotel 

At 10 we drove to the door of the Turkish Ambassador The 
whole place was infested with Brown Shirts Salutes were given 
at every possible turn The halls were crowded A tabic thirty 
feet long was loaded with cold meats, vegetables and bread 
The people ate ravenously as though they had not had any- 
thing all day, then drank beer I saw Von Papen, of unenviable 
American record, but I avoided a meeting We remained only 
a few minutes • 

October 31 Tuesday In bed with light cold Dr’ Charles 
S Macrarland, former representative of the Federal Council - 
of Churches of Christ m America who has been travelling about 
the country a \scek or” two, a former pro-German and well ac- 
quainted here, pressed for an interview He came at 6 30 He 
had had nearly an hour with Hitler and reported to lum that 
4,000 Protestant preachers had refused to accept the Hitler 
church creed, that 2,700 were making formal protest after the 
election, that one of the leading theological schools refused the 
new creed and that, the Catholics were likewise in a similar re- 
volt and the Pope was considering a remedy MacFarland said 
Hitler declared he had not known of the 4,000 recalcitrants 
and he wished Macrarland would say to the leaders that he 
wished to sec them Then MacFarland argued that Protestants 
m the United States would make ioud protest if the churches 
here were denied absolute freedom of conscience Hi tier seemed 
to sense his dangen in religious matters and saw the likelihood 
of another incendiary issue 

At 0 15 wc departed, full dress, for a long appointed dinner 
with the I rcnch Ambassador and his wife There was a great 
room for the accommodation of men’s and women’s wraps, with 
two servants, in liver} , to rcccn e them — expecting tips Up the 
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magnificent stairway there were pages dressed in the gay liveries 
of Louis XIV’s rime. At the entrance to the reception hall, 
there were two other servants to hand out cards indicating din- 
ner companions. In the reception room there was a marvellous 
' rug with a huge letter N in the middle to remind one, especially 
Germans, of the conquests of Napoleon. Dr. Hjalmar Schacht 
and Count von Bassewitz were compelled to walk over or 
around the famous initial. No remarks were made, but they 
noticed the letter. ( 

The walls were covered with beautiful Gobelin tajJfestnes. 
The chairs were of Louis XIV style. When the party of thirty 
went into the dining-room, '“Madame Frangois-Poncet walking 
on my right, I noticed Gobelins on the walls, also portraits of 
French generals of the Louis XTV period, a peculiarly good 
painting of young Louis XV and a lavish table with decorations 
in the best of form and taste. There were eight' or ten servants, 
in liveries as pages, all standing at attention. It surpassed the 
Belgian’s dining-hall outfit. 

We ate for an hour. Nothing worth while was said, unless 
the German conversation on my part with Frau Dr. Schacht 
was worth while. After we were through, all marched correctly 
to the reception room where everyone stood gossiping in little 
groups until it. 45 when the musicians came to open a concert. 
Although I had said nothing about getting out of bed to attend 
the dinner, 1 now felt so uncomfortable that I had to beg to 
be excused. It was a little embarrassing^and I felt our hosts 
might feel a little affronted. There was nothing else to do, so 
we went out as the great party moved into the music hall. 
~ Such was the show of democratic France to. autocratic 
Germany. __ ~ • - 1 - 

November 5. Sunday . John White, son A of the famous Henry 
White, Republican member of Wilson’s mission to the* Paris 
Conference, 1918-19, and Orme Wilson, a relative of Pierre- 
pont Moffat, State Department official, arrived to take up their 
work. The onewitl be Counsellor of the Embassy here, the other 
Second Secretary. Both seemed to be good men — White a little 
too' English 'in bearing and* with a distinct Harvard-Oxford 
accent. 
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November 16 Thursday We sat “down to dinner tonight 
with Hjalmar Schacht, the Swiss Minister and the famous 
mtrate*manufacturer, August Diehn, whom I hacl met at lunch- 
eon a few days before The conversation was not very good 
though we had to leave too early to get a good test of it Dr 
Schacht said in a rather conspicuous way that the addresses I 
had been delivering in Germany were worth a great deal to the 
country I could not be sure of his meaning unless it was to say 
indirectly that such discussions as I engaged in aided his side 
of the Cabinet situation He swears openly by Hitler but con- 
vinces me that he believes in a liberal, even free trade, policy, 
which is anathema to the Reichskanzler, if judged by his 
speeches and writings Diehn tallied only a little but I know 
his attitude is that of a great trust chief, counting always on 
government aid yet refusing to pay taxes commensurate with 
he advantages enjoyed 

November 18 Saturday Dr Mendelssohn Bartholdy, great 
international lawyer and professor at Hamburg University, re- 
cently dismissed because his grandfather was a Jew, although 
he was himself baptized as a Chnsuan, came to see me this 
morning He told me of his visit last summer to the World’s 
Fair and the University of Chicago where he lectured, as I 
knew from other sources, with great success He is to leave lus 
position January I, 1934 Since he is so well known in the 
United States and England, I could not see how the Hitler 
Government could afford to dismiss him He made the impres- 
sion of a very competent and dignified man 'When he left, I 
dictated a letter to the Carnegie Institution m New York ask- 
ing for an appropriation or the amount of Ins salary for two 
years, in the hope that the German Minister of Education, 
r Bernhard Rust, would find a way to reinstate him 

r % * 

November ig Sunday Two months ago I agreed to lecture 
before the German- American Church Forum on Martin Luther 
I did not then know that the Government had set aside a 
Luther Day in November when high officials were to speak on 
the great reformer I indicated the 19th as the most convenient 
date for me When the government decided in October, about 
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the 15th, to run a campaign for approval of German with- 
drawal from the League of Nations, they chose November igth, 
the Sunday after the election, as Luther Day This gave ray 
appearance a somewhat embarrassing aspect, as it seemed semi- 
official There was nothing to be done 
I appeared at the church in due time The house was crowded 
to the last seat, some standing My address had been carefully 
prepared and was m the hands of both German and American 
press people A Nazi leader introduced me and said Hitler was 
another Luther The audience did not applaud this strange 
remark Although two thirds of the audience were German, at- 
tention was given to every word I' said — a fact which seemed 
significant I spoke for an hour and treated Luther’s career just 
as I would have done before an American audience At the end 
there was extraordinary applause and many correspondents, 
German as well as American, wished copies of the speech It was 
clear to me that Germans wished me to say m public what they 
are not allowed to say in private, especially about religious and 
personal freedom 

November 20 Monday I went today to Von Neurath’s office 
to complain about a letter I had written to Leo Wormser, Jew- 
ish leader of Chicago, which had been opened here by German 
authorities It was peculiarly offensive because the letter bore 
the stamp and seals of the United States and because the Jewish 
problem has been acute ever since I came to Berlin The For- 
eign Secretary seemed to be quite nonplussed, but I was sure 
he would, or could, do nothing to prevent a recurrence I wrote 
to Wormser for the original to see what the German Govern- 
ment had learned about me * 

v 

November 21 Tuesday My wife and I had dinner with Dr 
von Billow tonight Dr Schacht Was the one guest who tinter- 
ested me, there were others, including one or two ppnees from 
the old regime who wore on then- arms the Hakenkrefiz, sym- 
bol of extreme attachment to the Fuehrer A former' naval 
commander who had played a role in the World War was pres- 
ent and talked of his experiences as though he hoped to have 
repetitions soon Von Billow and his sister, our hostess, were 
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quite modest but still wiling to talk of their family as dating 
back to the 13th century and composing 1,500 members, scat 
tered all over Germany and meeting occasionally to celebrate 
their fame Many were lost in the World War There was no 
hint that any of them thought the Germans had been wrong in 
that struggle 

November 33 Thursday A young social worker from Balti 
more who had been m Germany two years came at noon She 
reviewed for a second time her experiences as a student of 
existing German conditions She was first in sympathy with the 
republican regime here and lived in a German family until she 
learned the language almost perfectly She was roughly treated 
by the Nazi regime, but continued her studies of labour and con- 
centration camps Existing authorities then reversed their atti- 
tude and escorted her all about the country She reported the 
existence of huge ammunition plants, the arbitrary behaviour of 
Dr Robert Ley, head of the Labour Front, and the sometimes 
stubborn refusal of workers in a great factory in Bavaria to give 
him the demanded Hitler greeting She wishes to lecture m 
the United States and Charles R Crane wishes to support her 
in this I warned her that whatever she said for or against the 
Nazi system, and no one can be exactly neutral, she must not 
quote me 

Since the United States Government has recognized Soviet 
Russia, I called today at the request of the State Department 
on the Soviet Ambassador He said he had been a student here 
about 1888-90 and had taken his doctorate in Berlin He spoke 
German a little more fluently than I do He impressed me m 
no way as an extreme Communist The talk turned almost ex 
clusively to the Russo-Japanese conflict in Manchuria Help in 
that area seemed one possible result of American recognition, 
with trade important only in a secondary degree 

The Associated Press had a photographer \%aitmg as I came 
from the office. The Russian had indicated Jus willingness to 
have a photo made of us standing together I demurred a little, 
telling him that certain reactionary papers in America would 
exaggerate the fact of my call and repeat their attacks upon 
Roosetelt for Jus recognition He assented quite readily The 
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newspaper man was not a little peeved, from appearances. Per- 
haps I was wrong. 

At 8.30 we sat down to a great table at Von Neurath’s house 
on Hermann Goringstrasse, near the Brandenburger Tor. The 
'dinner was elaborate. -The Turkish Ambassador was the guest 
of honour; we were second in the great procession of thirty peo- 
ple from the reception-room into the dining-room. A countess 
of the old regime walked in with me. She was so enthusiastic 
a Nazi that conversation on any other subject always, strangely 
enough, turned itself to Hitler. She thought the Chancellor 
would soon see that the Hohcnzollerns came back to the throne. 
My wife ‘and I left at 10.30, a little to the disgust of the wife 
of the Turkish Ambassador who seemed to think nobody could 
possibly leave before she made the firstmovc. 

1 had an exchange of words with the Foreign Minister, 
learned that his family is an ancient YVtirttemburg one and that 
earlier members of it have played conspicuous roles in German 
history. His library contains some rare pictures, books and a 
copy or Prince von Bulow’s famous autobiography of which 
the younger Von Billow never says anything. It is a book of 
wonderful egotism, although it contains much truth about the 
German role in the last half century before his death. I no- 
ticed the four thick volumes, but made no comment on their 
contents. - 

November 24. Friday. James Hazen Hyde, New Yorker 
whom Theodore -Roosevelt was once pressed to appoint Am- 
bassador to France, now living in Paris and married to an at- 
tractive French woman, called this morning to talk over French- 
German relations. He is well informed and still wealthy, al- 
though not half so rich as formerly. He has endowed a chair in 
the Sorbonne for an American professorship-exchange with 
Harvard. He remained a full hour and was far more agreeable 
and better informed than, most millionaires I have met: 

The Soviet Ambassador, about to leave for Moscow, came 
to return my call of yesterday. At night we were guests of 
Louis Lochner and Miss Sigrid Schultz at the annual press ball, 
a dinner-dance. I sat opposite the famous Franz von Papen 
whose espionage role in Washington was such that my friend 
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Louis Brownlow, now of the University of Chicago, had to 
arrest him He was ordered out of the country a little before 
the United States entered the World War He is now Vice* 
Chancellor of the new Reich but without any real administra 
tive function Being a Catholic he has been used for papal con 
tact purposes and he is reported to have betrayed his former 
party leader, Heinnch Bruening, ex Chancellor, now in iuding, 
in a way not unbecoming his record in Washington 

His wife sat on my right and seemed in no way uncomfbrt 
able in my presence We did not talk of Von Bcmstorff 1 's famous 
work in America during Wilson’s Presidency She boasted of 
our university system Her son had been a student- at George 
towij University The dinner was a bore though the company 
present might under other circumstances have been most in 
forming Francois Poncet, Von Neurath, Sir Enc Phipps and 
other leaders of the diplomatic corps were near us The 
photographers never tired of making snaps 

November 27 Monday Mr Kittndge of the Rockc/ellcr 
Foundation called to talk over possible withdrawal of support 
here I advised against that policy but urged greater care m 
applying funds so that real men with free minds now under 
terrible pressure might not be silenced for good and all He 
named Professor Hermann Onckcn as one of the Rockefeller 
advisers I know Onckcn is in an embarrassing position and 
dares not wnte lustory frankly as we may do at home, if we 
try, though our history has never jet been written correctly 

November eg U edresdaj We started in our little car at 
10 30 for Dresden where I am speaking at a Thanksgiving 
dinner tomorrow night at the famous Bellevue Hotel It was a 
cold, dreary day, the roads very crooked, and only one town 
on the w ay, Jllterbog, was of any histone interest \V e stopped 
there and had a plain country dinner at two marks each The 
hotel was of ancient build and the service was such as Martin 
X-uiber irsAJci&.v Tctzv) xstgkt iau* had when i)ie A liter uvJ 
selling Papal indulgences m the town m 1507- 15 17 It is a 14th 
cent 11 rj town with its old walls still standing three great pates 
and one famous church But neither royalist tradition nor 
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Lutheran creed prevents Nazi flags and uniforms from being 
flaunted on every possible occasion. 

November 30. Thursday. I read President Roosevelt’s Thanks- 
giving Proclamation before about fifty people in the Ameri- 
can Church at 'Dresden. At 8.30 a company of 150 Ameri- 
cans and Germans gathered in the Bellevue for dinner. I spoke 
fifteen or twenty minutes about Roosevelt and his talk, but not 
for press comment. 

A young German, Herbert von Gutschow, who had lived 
ten years in the United States and become closely connected 
with James B. Duke, North Carolina’s greatest buccaneer, and 
then set up branches of the American Tobacco Company in 
Germany, came after my speech to our table and talked half 
an hour. It was plain that one effect of the war had been to 
make him chief owner of the Duke tobacco interests in Ger- 
many, with Dresden as headquarters. He is a very rich man, 
entirely reconciled to the Hitler system, even though he has 
been compelled to endow some one hundred and fifty couples 
of his employees under the present marriage law of the Third 
Reich.* 

Gutschow is one of the many big business men who expect to 
govern Germany under the Nazi regime. August Diehn of Ber- 
lin, head of a world-wide nitrate trust, and Fritz Thyssen, steel 
and munitions manufacturer, are among the others. Gutschow 
is clever though not liberal in social philosophy; but I am con- 
vinced that he and all the rest are allowed great tax exemptions 
for their support. Six or eight of them sit in semi-official Cabi- 
net sessions on occasions when any crisis threatens. Consul-Gen- 
eral Messersmith has explained to me how great corporations 
here escape heavy taxation, far more than in America. My Dres- 
den. arryiainfcmnc. talked. 5 m a.v, heacn iik/ycA marvd'it/os xoc- 

cess of his tobacco and cigarette business here and urged as his 
opinion that Adam Smith must again become the economic 
master of public men. 

Decmbtr 1. Friday. We set out for Prague over the moun- 
tainous road to the south-east. A beautiful and fertile country 
all the way, about 125 miles. There was snow most of the time, 
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though people were still working in the fields. I never saw such 
magnificent pine forests as those which cover the mountains. 
We arrived about 4 in the famous old Huss city. 

At 6.30 I talked with Eduard Benes, the Czechoslovak Pre- 
mier, confidentially. He is to all intents and purposes the Presi- 
dent of the ancient Bohemia so hated for hundreds of years in 
Germany. He is not optimistic, and says "the Germans are 
determined on annexing a part if not all of his country. He sees 
the Hungarian Foreign Secretary tomorrow, Saturday, and then 
goes to Paris where Balkan-Italian rivalries are up for discus- 
sion. He impressed me as very clever and ready to fight at the 
drop of a hat. 

December 2. Saturday. We started back to Dresden at n 
o’clock, snow everywhere and the weather quite cold We had 
a somewhat risky drive over the mountains and arrived in the 
city about 6 o’clock. Stopping at the Hotel Eden, we remained 
incognito and had a very delightful dinner at the Kaiserhof. 
To bed early, the Eden being too cold for comfort except in 
bed. 

December 3. Sunday. The family drove via Juterbog to Ber- 
lin while I took the train, third class, at 8.50 marks. A German 
commercial salesman was in the same compartment and I 
learned a good deal from him about public opinion and so- 
called recovery. He was not a Nazi but hopeful of improve- 
ment and willing to wait until fair trial had been granted. 

December 4. Monday. John' Foster Dulles, legal counsel for 
associated American banks, called at noon to give an account 
of claims being urged on behalf of bondholders against German 
cities and corporations, more than a billion doIfarj.’*He seemed 
very clever and also resolute. He will have a conference with 
Reichsbank directors tomorrow. 

December j. Tuesday. We arrived in Munich at 8 o’clock 
this morning and went first to the Hotel Kaiserhof. It seemed 
too cold. Then we inspected the Regina where more comfort- 
able rooms were found, but they were still rather cold. 
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I spoke for an hour tonight on “The Beginnings of First 
Social Order in the United States 51 Although I cannot believe 
more than half the audience understood what I said, there was 
extreme silence, except for applause now and then when I de- 
scribed some early American democratic ideals This I took as 
evidence of the audience’s disapproval of the restraints put upon 
men m Germany 

December 6 Wednesday I received a long distance message 
from the Embassy that William Bullitt, new Ambassador to 
Russia, would lunch with us Saturday 1 was told that the 
Soviet Foreign Commissar, Maxim Litvinov, returning via 
Rome from Washington, would jom Bullitt in Berlin I de- 
cided to return via Niimberg so as to have them at our 
house 

December g Saturday Ambassador Bullitt came alone, Lit- 
vinov having hurried off to Moscow Bullitt said Roosevelt sent 
cordial regards and thanks for my work here and then added 
that Russian recognition had been too long delayed He also 
said Litvinov had agreed to pay the debt of 5 100,000,000 and 
to open Russian markets to American industrial goods and leave 
Germans in the lurch since they were indignant at Hitler at- 
tacks upon all Communists One more thrust at theThird Reich 
But Germans owe Americans over a billion dollars How can 
these be paid if German markets are closed, 1 e , if the United 
States monopolizes Russian markets and still further isolates 
the Germans Collect one hundred millions from Moscow and 
lose one billion m Berlin Bullitt never referred to this 
We walked to our house at 1 30 for luncheon where we had 
a party of* ten, including the Russian Charge d’ Affaires, the 
German Foreign Office specialist on Russia, Counsellor White, 
Ambassador Cudahy and others It was an interesting group, 
though httle could be said because of the conflicting attitudes 
of Germans and Russians 

Sir Enc Fhipps, the British Ambassador, allied at our house 
tonight to show me points of Chancellor Hitler’s offer to treat 
with the French on disarmament About October 15, details 
tscre wired to Washington Germany must have a standing 
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army of. 300,000, guns and defensive airplanes. Now, Hitler 
offers to submit the same scheme again and adds that the Ger- 
mans wish a ten-year pact against war and will agree to an in- 
ternational commission to inspect and supervise armaments, in- 
cluding supervision of the S.A. and S.S. troops, 2,500,000 
strong. 

These offers had been cabled to London and the reply of Sir 
John Simon was submitted to me. It looked to me like a real 
move towards disarmament and I agreed to telegraph a sum- 
mary to Washington. 

December jo. Sunday. I was still meditating Sir Eric Phipps’ 
negotiations. I called him at 10 and said : I shall be walking at 
11.30 on the Hermann Goringstrasse alongside the Tiergartcn ; 
would you be able to meet me there and talk for a while?' He 
agreed and we spent a half hour going over disarmament prob- 
lems. My points were these: Japan, according to certain diplo- 
matic information, is apt to attack Vladivostok next April or 
May; second, if the United States were to support the German- 
British position on disarmament, would the British lend moral 
support to American opposition to Japanese aggression in the 
Tar East? ; third, did he not think it would be far better for an 
English-German-French pact to be made on disarmament than 
4o take the chance of an eventual Italian-Gcrman-Russian deal 
which might force France into a dictatorship? 

Sir Eric was not disposed to accept the Japanese danger; he 
wished American moral support but indicated, indirectly, tbit 
England had recognized Japanese claims in Manchuria. He 
seemed ready to acknowledge the danger to world peace if 
autocracies of Central Europe were allowed to compel French 
submission. We ended our conversation in agreement on one 
general point: a ten-year peace pact for Europe, initiated and 
pressed by England, Germany and the United States, would 
be far more effective if Russia were a party to it and peace in 
the Tar East were also fixed. I thought the English ought to 
compromise, then President Roosevelt might negotiate and 
Europe would be out ofits impasse. I retumexf to the Embassy 
and hurried ofT a telegram to the State Department with a 
request that it be discussed with the President. 
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December so.' Wednesday. The papers carry stories of the 
week-end visit of Sir Eric Phipps to London, his reception by 
the King at Windsor, his visit to Sir John Simon, and the pro- 
posed visit of the latter to Paris and Rome, all to iron out dif- 
ficulties between Germany and France. Sir Eric is generous- 
minded and, in my judgment, frank and open ; but Sir John, the 
Foreign Secretary in London, is everywhere regarded as tricky. 

William and Martha attended a birthday party at the house 
of the Crown Prince at Potsdam, son of Kaiser William II. 
They reported a delightful evening and hearty cordiality. One 
of the sons is now in the United States working for Henry 
Ford. Another is a student of law at the University of Berlin 
and a most charming young fellow but clearly aware of the 
greatness of his ancestry. 

December si. Thursday. Sir Eric is again in Berlin and spent^ 
an hour with Von Neurath, although the latter was due to leave 
for Wiirttemberg for the Christmas season. Von Neurath had 
surprised me a few days ago by his concern about the imminence 
of war in the Far East and his distinct interest in Soviet Russia. 
He said Japan would invade Russia in case of war and that the 
result would be chaos in Russia. 

December ss. Friday. A newspaper man, whose information 
1 have found always to be reliable but whose name I dare not 
mention even in this diary, came to me this morning to say that 
a high German official — my guess is Secret Police Chief Rolf 
Diels — had told liim that tomorrow the German Supreme Court 
would declare all the Communists except Van der Lubbe, on 
trial since September for burning the Reichstag, not guilty. But 
Georgi Dimitrov, the Bulgarian Communist, disowned by his 
own country', was to be murdered before he could get out of 
the country, by order of the Prussian Prime Minister, Goering. 
My friend’s informant went on to say, “I know my life is in 
danger when I speak to you, but I have had several terrible 
mghts and must let you know in the hope you can do something 
which will cause the order to be annulled.” My newspaper 
friend was perturbed, refused to give me the name of the offi- 
cial informant but avowed that the murder of Dimitrov was 
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certain unless something were done immediately to inform the 
world 

It is a curious casg In my judgment the official who gave the 
information is the onq man m Germany who knows exactly who 
burned the Reichstag In November he was threatened by 
Goenng with concentration camp for an undisclosed reason, 
but was merely removed from office early m December Late 
in November, Consul General Messersmith reported that he, 
Diels, felt his life in danger and he wished I might help him 
in some way Messersmith could do nothing I had no approach 
personally to any high official who had his case in hand, and I 
could do nothing Two weeks later, he was reported as restored 
to his office, after an mterim during which it was announced 
Goenng was functioning as Chief of Secret Police I think it 
was all a ruse, perhaps to intimidate Diels because he possesses 
damaging information 

At j 1 30, Sir Enc Phipps brought the official British reply to 
Hitler’s statement which had been submitted to me before Sir 
Enc took it to London The British agree with the German de- 
mands except that they ask further reduction of the German 
Reichswchr and one or two more specific statements about 
armaments It looked reasonable. Sir Enc said Von Neurath 
had indicated Hitler's approval and hoped England could bnng 
France into the negotiations soon after January 1 I have heard 
from Washington that government officials there are alarmed 
at a rumour that Great Britain is contemplating a large loan to 
Japan which would, in the opinion of our officials, encourage 
Japan to make war on the Soviet Union 

At 4 my newspaper informant reported that the London 
afternoon papers had earned the story of the possible hdhnC 
of Dimitrov which a news agency had got from him He had 
then framed a story for the Amencan press which could in no 
way injure an>*one who had given him information but which 
would react tomorrow in Germany in such a way ai to save 
Dimitrov a life He said “I do not regret what 1 have done 
Xt vs. a. wr.’ia wrr& it» 7«race TirgtAvrtRrt.v 

than anything else I could have done Ifl had done nothing 
the temble deed would have been perpetrated and the outside 
world would have been in furore.” 
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I could not say him no, though it was clear he had taken a 
risky action. He showed me a telegram to the foreign press 
from Goebbels denying the whole story, but blaming Goering, 
fellow member of the triumvirate, with indiscreet statements 
which caused the “lie” to be spread about the world. I am 
awaiting the arrival of British and American news. Of course 
the German papers wall carry nothing. There may be a sad 
aftermath to this. 

December 25. Christmas Day. German demonstrations are 
extraordinary : Christmas trees at public squares and in every 
house I saw. One might think the Germans believed in Jesus 
or practised his teachings ! 

I stopped by this afternoon at the home of my journalist 
friend. After a moment’s admiration of the Christmas decora- 
tions, I took him aside and learned that his fnend in high 
office had thanked him for the effective way he had handled 
the press matter, committing no one and yet producing a reac- 
tion in official circles here. Goering being away, his substitute 
ordered the Saxon police to take the released prisoners in charge 
and see that they were safely kept and were not allowed to 
cross over the Prussian border, lest the order to put Dimitrov 
. out of the way be executed. So the matter rests. 

I believe there was some order issued by Goering before his 
departure, that Diels, very hostile to Goering and in danger all 
the time, ventured to defeat the order to save Germany the 
terrible reaction which would have come from all over the 
world. The Secret Police Chief did a most dangerous thing 
and I shall not be surprised later to hear that he has been sent 
to prison. The only safety he has is his immense knowledge of 
the details of the Reichstag burning and the possibility that 
his proof may be lodged outside of Germany. 

January j, 1934. Monday. All the members of the diplo- 
matic corps made a point to be in town today to pay their 
respects and good wishes to President von Hindenburg, eighty- 
six >cars old on his last birthday. We drove to the Presidential 
Palace, where we were conducted into a large w'aiting-room on 
the. second floor, being greeted as we entered by servants in 
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certain unless something were done immediately to inform the 
world _ 

It is a curious case In myjudgment the official who gave the 
information is the onq man in Germany who knows exactly who 
burned the Reichstag In November he was threatened by 
Goenng with concentration camp for an undisclosed reason, 
but was merely removed from office early m December Late 
m November, Consul General Messersmith reported that he, 
Diels, felt his life in danger and he wished I might help him 
in some way Messersmith could do nothing I had no approach 
personally to any high official who had his case in hand, and I 
could do nothing Two weeks later, he was reported as restored 
to his office, after an interim during which it was announced 
Goenng was functioning as Chief of Secret Police I think it 
was all a ruse, perhaps to intimidate Diels because he possesses 
damaging information 

At u 30, Sir Enc Phipps brought the official British reply to 
Hitler s statement which had been submitted to me before Sir 
Enc took it to London The Bnush agree with the German de- 
mands except that they ask further reduction of the German 
Reichswehr and one or two more specific statements about 
armaments It looked reasonable Sir Enc said Von Neurath 
had indicated Hitler’s approval and hoped England could bnng 
France into the negotiations soon after January 1 I have heard 
from Washington that government officials there are alarmed 
at a rumour that Great Britain is contemplating a large loan to 
Japan which would, in the opinion of our officials, encourage 
Japan to make war on the Soviet Umon 

At 4 my newspaper informant reported that the London 
afternoon papers had earned the story of the possible killing 
of Dimitrbv which a news agency had got from him He had 
then framed a story for the American press which could in no 
way injure anyone who had given him information but which 
would react tomorrow m Germany in such a way as to save 
Dimitrov’s life He said “I do not regret what I have done 
It is more of a service to Germany and to peace negotiations 
than anything else I could have done If I had done nothing, 
the terrible deed would have been perpetrated and the outside 
world would have been in furore.” 
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I could not say him no, though it was clear he had taken a 
risky action. He showed me a telegram to the foreign press 
from Goebbels denying the whole story, but blaming Goering, 
fellow member of the triumvirate, with “indiscreet statements 
which caused the “lie” to be spread about the world. I am 
awaiting the arrival of British and American news. Of course 
the German papers will carry nothing. There may be a sad 
aftermath to this. 

December 25. Christmas Day. German demonstrations are 
extraordinary : Christmas trees at public squares and in every 
house I saw. One might think the Germans believed in Jesus 
or practised his teachings 1 

I stopped by this afternoon at the home of my journalist 
friend. After a moment’s admiration of the Christmas decora- 
tions, I took him aside and learned that his friend in high 
office had thanked him for the effective way he had handled 
the press matter, committing no one and yet producing a reac- 
tion in official circles here. Goering being away, his substitute 
ordered the Saxon police to take the released prisoners in charge 
and see that they were safely kept and were not allowed to 
cross over the Prussian border, lest the order to put Dimitrov 
out of the way be executed. So the matter rests. 

I believe there was some order issued by Goering before his 
departure, that Diels, very hostile to Goering and in danger all 
the time, ventured to defeat the order to save Germany the 
terrible reaction which would have come from all over the 
world. The Secret Police Chief did a most dangerous thing 
and 1 shall not be surprised later to hear that he has been sent 
to prison. The only safety he has is his immense knowledge of 
the details of the Reichstag burning and the possibility that 
his proof may be lodged outside of Germany. 

January /, 1534. Monday. All the members of the diplo- 
matic corps made a point to be in town today to pay their 
respects and good wishes to President von Hindenburg, eighty- 
six years old on his last birthday. We drove to the Presidential 
Palace, where we were conducted into a large waiting-room on 
the. second floor, being greeted as we entered by servants in 
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uniform giving the Hitler salute I fell in with Sir Erie Phipps, 
M Fran^ois-Poncet and the Spanish Ambassador At 12 sharp 
we took our places, standing all around the large and ornate 
reception-room of the President’s Palace 

Soon Von Hindcnburg greeted the Papal Nuncio, senior 
diplomat, and the latter read a rather formal New Year's greet- 
ing in French which it was evident the President did not under- 
stand and which I also did not follow The President replied 
m a formally written speech, mentioning the “rebirth" of Ger- 
many and touching delicately upon the meaning of the Hitler 
regime, a subject for which hardly a member of the corps 
showed any sympathy 

When these formalities were over Von Hindcnburg spoke a 
few words with the Nuncio and then talked cordially with 
M Francois Poncet who understands and speaks German very 
well After greeting M Cerruti, the Italian Ambassador, in the 
same way, he shook hands with me, asked me how my son Wil- 
liam’s work in the University of Berlin was progressing, went 
out of his way to flatter me about my German, which is rather 
ready if inaccurate We then exchanged remarks about Pro- 
fessor Oncken, the famous historian Mommsen and, at the 
Reichs President’s suggestion, “the great Von Treitschke," who 
was not great in my judgment He walked a little badly, lean- 
ing upon his cane, but talked glibly and intelligently He seems 
to know intellectual Germany 

Then came Hitler who, as I had observed all along, seemed 
very much subdued, almost embarrassed Hitler greeted me 
with “Happy New Year” and I returned it Only the Italian 
Ambassador answered the Fuehrers official salute I asked 
the Chancellor if he had not spent his Christmas at Munich 
3 said we spent two days in Munich early m December and that 
I had greatly enjoyed the visit, that I had met a fine German 
historian, Professor Meyer, a former fellow student with me at 
Leipzig whom I think a really good scholar and thinker Hitler 
was a little nonplussed and indicated that he had never heard of 
Meyer I mentioned other Munich University matters only to 
get no response, and he passed on, leaving the impression that 
he had never had contact with the people I knew and respected 
'He showed no such interest as the President showed, I am 
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afraid he thought I was trying to embarrass him a little 1 was 
not There was, however, no diplomatic or political subject wc 
could mention these touchy times 

January 3 Wednesday The foreign press today carries a 
story that there was a hard fight on the morning of January 1 
between Hitler and Goenng about the failure to apply the 
decree of two months ago to the effect that all Germany was 
to be co-ordinated, t e , all the ancient states— Prussia, Bavaria, 
Saxony and the rest — were to be cast into one and then sub- 
divided into some hundred or more equal sized districts each 
to be ruled by a district leader appointed by the Chancellor 
The order had been issued and everyone supposed that it 
was to become effective this year, thus abandoning states and 
legislatures But on January 1, Hitler and Goebbels found 
themselves challenged by Goenng, supported by the Governor 
of Bavana There was apparently a sharp conflict for some days 
because Hitler sent no New Year s greeting to Goenng, only 
to apologize on January 2 It was this struggle, which had been 
decided m favour of Goenng, on January 1, before the diplo- 
matic reception by Von Hindenburg, wluch in my judgment 
gave Hitler’s countenance such a dejected look that morning 
It was really an important issue, for the German people are 
clearly opposed to Hitler’s position in this matter, as they are 
opposed to his plan of putting all Protestants under one State 
Bishop and into one solid phalanx Prom 3,000 to 4,000 preach- 
ers are resisting to the limit These two issues reveal a good 
deal of the spirit of Germany, though no speeches are allowed 
and the press never does more than mention the fact that cer- 
tain decrees have been postponed in their application In these 
cases concentration camp and beatings are not applied, but there 
is a powerful silent resistance 

I received a cable advising a protest to German officials against 
Schacht’s ruling that interest on German bonds held m the 
United States must be decreased from previous reduced pay- 
ments, 50 per cent in real values and 50 per cent in promises 
to pay, to 30 per cent m real value and 70 per cent m promises 
to pay I was also to add that the manner of doing it was 
highly objectionable, that is, without consulting creditors and 
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then buying back German bonds when their values fell to Iqw 
points on the New York market 

As Von Neurath and Von Billow were away on their vaca- 
tions, I saw Dr Koepke, acting for the Secretary, and made 
two points rather strongly:*! The sudden announcement that 
Germany would not pay, without conference, was inconsiderate , 
German cities which had borrowed huge sums are not insolvent , 
great public buildings constructed out of American funds con- 
stantly advertised the nature of the loans , and known buying 
of large blocks of bonds on American markets looked bad, like 
stock market manipulation 2 This sort of conduct was arousing 
millions of Americans and causing the government to take an 
active role whereas formerly it had been disposed to leave such 
pnvate matters to the banks which had originally sold the bonds 
and made profits from so doing I stressed the point that the 
German Government could not afford to appear m the actions 
of its national bank as a mere stock manipulator 

Koepke agreed with both my points and indicated that the 
Foreign Office had not been consulted He also made plain that 
such rulings were wrong, that Germany could pay her obliga- 
tions, at least the great cities could, and that the speculative 
aspects of Schacht’s rulings were unworthy I came away quite 
sure that the Foreign Office would try to bring Schacht to a 
more co operative way of doing things, but doubting still 
whether they would succeed Schacht is the real master and 
government officials here dare not order him to do anything 

January 5 Fnday Bishop John L Neilson of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church m the United States, now a resident of 
Zurich and supervising Methodists in Central Europe, called 
to talk over Protestant church problems in Germany He 
showed an intimate acquaintance with the recent religious con 
fiict here and thought splendid the Lutheran resistance to Nazi 
efforts to force all church people into one solid National Church, 
even worshipping Wotan and adopting the myths of the early 
German people 

He said American Methodists here had been assured of their 
independent status, but they must not proselytize Germans JJjj 
story was much like that of Dr Charles MacFnrland in Octo- 
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ber. I wonder whether the Germans of 1934 have the courage 
of Luther and will simply say : “We cannot surrender *, bum us 
if you will ! M If Lutherans say this, Catholics are apt to support 
them. 

January 6. Saturday. The Swedish Minister, M. C. E. af 
Wirsen, came in to say that he was going to the German For- 
eign Office to make the same protest 1 bad made about debts. 
Germans owe the Swedes large sums. 

At noon the Dutch Minister, Limburg- S tiru m , an able and 
experienced diplomat, came to voice his agreement on the debt 
question, though German discrimination in favour of the Dutch 
was not discussed. I simply let him know that I knew the Ger- 
mans were paying his people the full face value of bonds and 
the regular rate of interest. Schacht argues that this is because 
the Dutch buy more German goods than they sell of their own 
to Germany. 

Limburg-Stirura dwelt much more upon Japanese aggression 
in China. He said Japanese generals were organizing independ- 
ent governments in former portions of China, aimed at setting 
up a Far Eastern League of Nations under Japanese domina- 
tion. He added that Holland’s possessions in the Far East, also 
the Philippines, would soon fall into Japanese hands if the 
United States did not strongly resist, and especially if England 
continued to give underhand support to Japanese aggression. 

January g. Tuesday. 1 had luncheon at the Hotel Adlon as 
the guest of the American Chamber of Commerce. The Russian 
Ambassador read a very discreet address on Communist com- 
mercial policy. He was well received. He went the limit in 
approval of the United States. I think he is one of the best 
equipped diplomats in Berlin and personally not much of a 
communist. 

January io. Wednesday. Dr. Otto Vollbehr of Washington, 
the man who sold the Gutenberg Bible to the Library of Con- 
gress about i gag, came to see me. He had tried later to propa- 
gandize American university professors in Germany. I had pro- 
tested against this in more than one letter to him, but he did 
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not refer to my rebukes to him He said he had visited the 
Propaganda Ministry, that he had talked with Ambassador 
Luther m Washington, and that he had an appointment with 
Hitler in a day or two He was not altogether discreet, but I 
thought he wished to let mc^gucss that he had come to Berlin 
on a special mission I warned him as to the harmfulness of 
propaganda He pretended entire- agreement and departed in 
good humour 

January 11 Thursday My wife gave her first general recep- 
tion It was a tiresome affair but it was the only way to renew 
acquaintance with many people who had left cards The 
expense was around $200 

January 16 Tuesday The American Minister m Vienna, 
George Earle, called at 1 x o’clock He is one of the rich men 
appointed to foreign posts who know little history of their own 
or any other country He is good natured and very anti Nazi 
I had seen him before, when he came here to report on Austrian 
problems some time in November 

I then thought he had made a good survey of Austrian con- 
ditions Since that time he has shown rather curious attitudes 
for a Minister in so critical a zone as Vienna He went once to 
Prague, out of his diplomatic territory, and denounced the 
German Nazis in Czechoslovakia in a manner which caused a 
protest to the American Legation there A few days before last 
Christmas, he wired me to dine with him at a public dinner in 
honour of Dollfuss, the Austrian Chancellor, so hated in Ger 
many that he dares not put his foot on German soil I wired 
that I could not accept It would have made a sensation of the 
first order if I had gone to Vienna, and Earle would have been 
even worse off than he is 

He related some of his disagreeable experiences with Nazi 
chiefs in Vienna, including threats against his life, and told of 
Dollfuss’ dangerous position, with the prospect of devaluation 
constantly confronting him When he asked if I wished to send 
any messages to the President, I declined, as the pouch was 
leaving anyway the next day But I asked the poor fellow to 
lunch 
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Sitting with the family at table Earle related his experiences 
again. One day while hunting in the Austrian Tyrol, he had 
been shot at and his boot torn half off. He left his boots on 
the train as he went home so as not to let hxs wife know- what • 
had happened. “That is Nazi Austria,' * he said, “and any time 
the leaders of the old army element turn Nazi, Dollfuss will be 
overthrown and there will bd chaos.” He added that^the Nazis 
say : “Hitler is Jesus Christ for the whole of Europe artd every- 
body must recognize it. If the Jews keep on resisting in Austria, 
the greatest pogrom in history will be executed.” 

Earle’s conversation was good. He is intelligent, but he has 
a rich man’s estimate of social values. For instance, servants, 
valets, butlers were to him a mark of distinction. He thought 
it terrible that less than 300 families in Vienna had as many 
as three servants each. I sent him to his train in my car as a 
means of protection in case the Secret Police were watching. 

January 17. Wednesday. A message came from Louis Lochner 
that the church problem had taken a curious turn yesterday. 
The new Nazi Reichsbishop Ludwig Mueller was in session 
with fifteen or more bishops and other church leaders. Chancel- 
lor Hitler came to explain to them that he and the President 
had agreed to the Protestants* claim for freedom from the con- 
trol of the new pagan state religion called Deutsche Christen, 
Mueller being the head of this movement. 

When Hitler had finished and a compromise seemed about 
to be worked out, Goering, a Catholic though not in good 
standing with Rome, walked uninvited into the conference 
room and made a violent speech: “I have a record of all of your 
conversations over the telephone for the last month. You Prot- 
estant trouble-makers have been most unloyal. You are trying 
to break up the unity of the State. You have gone so far as to 
persuade the Chancellor to surrender. I think most of you arc 
on the borderline of treason.” The meeting broke up and all 
agreements were cancelled, though another meeting may follow. 

Januay ig. Friday . The Dutch Minister at dinner on the 
ibth informed me of a long-distance call he had made to the 
Hank of Holland in Amsterdam, instructing them to call the 
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for themselves. Money was put into city, state and corporation, 
improvements, a vast building scheme like that of 1922-1929 
in the United States. Now my job is to save as much of this as 
possible. The National City and Chase National banks hold 
$100,000,000 of these securities. Last June -Roosevelt -said- ' 
w . , . the bankers have gotten themselves into this. You must 
lend what personal, unofficial aid you can, but no more.” Now 
the creditors, the New York bankers, have organized and 
pressed the government into fighting their battles. T shall do 
what 1 can but agree with the Germans that rates of interest 
ought to be reduced to 4 per cent. 

At 1.30 Ivy Lee and his son James came to lunch. Ivy Lee 
showed himself at once a capitalist and an advocate of Fascism. 
He told stories of his fight for Russian recognition and was 
disposed to claim credit for it. His sole aim was to increase 
American business profits. 

January 23. Tuesday. Messrs. Bell, Dulles, Junius Wood of 
the Chicago Daily News and Joseph Flack of the Embassy staff 
came to lunch. They talked about the conference over debts 
which has broken up into private discussions between the dif- 
ferent delegations. They expect to persuade the Dutch and 
Swiss to yield their advantages after the present terms have 
expired, which will be in June of this year. 


January 24. Wednesday . Newspaper people showed such in- 
creasing interest in the debt conference that I invited them to 
meet me at 5 o’clock. They came and I went over the problems, 
explained Schacht’s attitude and mentioned the bankers’ large 
measure of responsibility. 

January 25. Thursday . I went to a Bitrabtnd at the mansion 
of Ernst Roehrn, Chief of Staff of the S A. He had recently 
served as a messenger of Hitler to Rome. I was introduced to 
the host in all his decorations. How the German Nazis love 
decorations ! Von Neurath and the Italian Ambassador were 
present. I stayed half an hour, then left, politely, I thought, 
for home. _ 
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January 26 Friday Dr Wilbur K Thomas, of Philadelphia, 
representative of the American branch of the Carl Schurz 
Foundation, called'to report on his month of travel all over 
Germany Not one man had spoken to him favourably of the 
•''VNazi Trohcies-towards the-churches, universities and the outside 
world He said hundreds of Germans had talked to him This 
also is ihy expenence everywhere except in the presence of 
^ uniformed people He said he had stopped the Carl Schurz 
’Foundation from engaging in propaganda work, in America We 
shall see 

January 59 Monday Ivy Lee again came with his son James 
to report on lus experiences here during the week of his stay 
Lee did nearly all the talking He had seen Goehbels an hour, 
had talked freely with Dr Kurt Schmitt , Alimster of Eco- 
nomics, and other key men He had warned Goebbels to cease 
propaganda m the United States, urged him to see the foreign 
press people often and learn how to get along with them 

Lee said that Dr Schmitt and Dr DieckhofT of the Foreign 
Office had suggested expulsion of foreign press correspondents, 
which I had suspected was contemplated here Lee said he 
warned the Foreign Office that such an act would rum the Nazi 
movement 

Lee had not seen Hitler, though I suspect he had hoped to 
have an interview I told him something of the delicate situa- 
tion in Vienna He replied that he had urged the Party leaders to 
abandon their propaganda in Austria on the theory that thus they 
would soon wm that nation into the German Nazi orbit I From 
all I have learned these last eight months, the Austrians have 
grown so sick of the methods practised here that they, like the 
Germans of Czechoslovakia, would be unwilling to join the 
German Reich Lee was on his way back home, via Pans, to 
New York to continue his strange work. 

January 30 Tuesday I went to a Bitralend at Alfred Rosen 
berg’s He is the head of the Foreign Office of the Nazi Party 
Khf ASmsifer 01'jfrsQce tor fravana spoiie 01" trie new Taws 
enacted to secure the unity of Germany, the subordination of 
the Jei\s, and the new spirit of the Nazi .state which he thought 
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almost perfect. He subscribed to a Nazi version of the Hegelian 
philosophy of state : all peasants and workers in the cities- arc 
happy to serve the Nazi state, without thought of self. On my 
right sat a member of the Propaganda Minis^ry.^ I askedrfiim 
if he believed workers and peasants were' so happily-absorbed 
in the state. He said: "Yes, absolutely.” Rosenberg sat on my 
left but he did not talk like an educated, trained man, even 
though he is the author of a famous Nazi classic, The Myth of* 
the Twentieth Century. 

January 31. Wednesday. I attended a dinner at Dr. Kurt 
Schmitt’s in Dahlem. He is Minister of Economics and lives 
in a large house fitted out in grand style, though in good taste. 
The party included some aristocrats of the old days but they 
. were not in the least pretentious. Schmitt is a Bavarian and a 
big landlord. He seems to be a most loyal Hitlerite though 
his public speeches show him to be courageous in opposition to 
some Nazi policies. The day of my arrival in Berlin he deliv- 
ered an address on economic recovery which I thought notable 
though conservative. 

February 1. Thursday. This day illustrates the folly of the 
diplomatic world. At 8.30, after a busy morning and afternoon 
at the office, my wife and I went to the Italian Ambassador’s 
palace. At a time when Italy declares herself unable to pay any 
part of the billion dollar debt due the United States for pre- 
serving her existence in 1918, M. Vittorio Cerruti, the Ambas- 
sador, took us into a palace, newly rebuilt and enlarged, where 
the most expensive decorations imaginable adorned every wall. 
As we went up the broad, winding stairs, servants attired in 
18th-century livery and with wigs dressed and coloured after 
the manner of Louis XV’ s time, stood at attention on both 
sides oT the approaches. 

In the reception-room there were some some forty guests, the 
diplomats in official diplomatic regalia and the Germans in 
army or Nazi uniforms. The dining-room was the largest we 
have yet seen and there was a servant for every fourth guest. 
They stood at attention behind the chairs, watching every move- 
ment of knife and fork and X know not what else l I would 
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guess the show cost at least $800, and the palace is almost as 
great as the White, House in Washington while its halls and 
rooms are more expensively fitted out Yet Italy is unable to 
pay^a dollar of her debt! 

I sat on the left of the clever Madame Cerruti, a Hungarian 
Jewess, whom the Germans do not dare to embarrass, and who 
is such an -ardent Hungarian nationalist that she talks all the 
'time abouf her “poor stricken country ” She lives hopefully for 
the day when it will be restored to mastery of the Balkans She 
hardly spoke of Italy, which her husband represents There 
were masses of expensive flowers on the table, three or four 
wine glasses at every place and everything was served on huge 
silver platters and in heavy silver dinner plates There was no 
general conversation and nothing of importance mentioned the 
whole evening Diplomatic display and strut and nothing more ! 

From the Cerrutis’ we went to the Hotel Kaiscrhof where 
we were joined by our children at a grand reception, a stand-up 
party given by the Foreign Minister and his wife The hosts 
receive their friends, official Germans and the diplomatic corps, 
like this once a year There must have been at least 700 or more 
people Supper was served on a huge table literally loaded 
down with food of all hinds, beer, wine and liquors of all 
sorts, and there were servants by the score to assist It was a 
grand show that must have cost more than $t,ooo, at the 
expense of poor Germany ! There was some opportumt) for a 
little gossip as people gathered in groups to look at one an- 
other’s decorations or women’s exposed backs and breasts We 
were duly received, loitered around from 1030 to 11 15, and 
then we took our departure To me it was quite as useless a 
‘•display as the dinner party or the Italians J have .always acted - 
upon the assumpuon that people give such entertainments in 
order that men may learn something from one another Not 
this evening I was delighted to return to our quiet home I 
dnnh a glass of milk and ate a stewed peach before I retired 

Ftbmsiy 5 Saluntn Louis Lochrrer of the Associated Press 
and a prominent German religious leader who has supplied 
2-ochner with much secret church information on the Nan re- 
ligious warfare came to call It u counted trcMon in these times 
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for a German to give foreign newsmen information unless it is 
favourable to the existing regime This informant told reckless 
stones of the Lutheran struggle for freedom of conscience and 
Lochner expressed fear that his friend might be thrown into a 
concentration camp I had the idea they wished help in case of 
trouble Both spoke of Dr MacFarland’s “surrender” to the 
Nazis and said that the English Protestants were yielding to 
the cunous, pnmitive Aryan Christianity of Hitler jipd Rosen-^ 
berg A peculiar religious unity is prevailing here but 1 believe 
the Lutherans will surrender , the mcomes of their clergy come 
from the government 

February 7 Wednesday James G McDonald came at 3 
o’clock to our house He is the League of Nations High Com- 
missioner for German Refugees The task of his organization 
is to help the persecuted to find homes somewhere in the 
United States or Latin America His headquarters are to be at 
Lausanne, Switzerland, and he is now organizing lus staff and 
collecting funds 

McDonald impressed me again as not very much enamoured 
of his new and difficult position, though his work as planned 
seems to me very important, for Hitler is never going to cease 
trying to ban all Jews from the Reich McDonald told me he 
had raised 500,000 pounds sterling from English Jews but that 
the givers are not enthusiastic and did not wish many German 
Jews to enter England He said that m the United States 
“ there is much interest in limited circles but no enthusiasm 
for taking persecuted Jews into the country ” These people 
must have clerical, professional or financial jobs wherevei 
_they migrate and there are few such positions available any- 
where 

He wishes to arrange with the Germans for a ten year plan 
for the removal of Jews and the transfer of German property 
for their initial support Von Neurath is not opposed to this 
plan, but unable to give any promises To remove over 600,000 
people, most of whom are fairly well to do, from any country, 
is no easy task. To expel them, as has been tried the last twelve 
months, would arouse intense^ hostility Perhaps 50,000 have 
departed from Germany since’ Hitler became Chancellor m 
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January, 1933 McDonald remained an hour talking over his 
difficulties „ 

At 8 30 we went io dinner with the President of the Reich 
in his palace on the Wilhelmstrasse There were fifty diplomats 
in gala attire present, servants as numerous as in the Italian 
palace There was a military tone to the evening I sat between 
the wives of the Russian and Italian Ambassadors, the Russian 
^very simple and peasant-like, the Italian like a French lady in* 
waiting of former times Von Hmdcnburg himself was appar* 
cntly quite vigorous looking 

After dinner we stood in the beautiful receptioq hall with 
18th-century paintings of Roman subjects on the walls Chan- 
cellor Hider moved rather gracefully about speaking somewhat 
freely Von Hmdcnburg retired to a magnificent neighbouring 
room where he received his guests sitting When I went m and 
sat down for what was intended to be a bnef talk, I noticed Von 
Neurath came in and sat down near me I retired promptly 
Perhaps Von Hmdcnburg would have talked frankly Von 
Neurath, in my judgment, intended to prevent that We came 
away at 10 30 as suggested on our invitation cards While the 
entertainment was good and the attitudes less formal than at 
other places, I do not think the evening added to'anybody’s 
information about anything 

February 10 Saturday William and Martha gave a ball for 
120 people to whom they felt under obligations It was, a gala 
affair Pnnce Friedrich Hohenzollem and the great violinist 
Kreisler and others were present I retired at one o’clhck 

» February 15 Thursday The Soviet Ambassador called to 
talk over Far Eastern problems He is uneasy about Man- 
choukuo and also the railway controversy with Japan My feel 
mg is that the situation is not so ominous as when Bullitt passed 
through 

We had a grand dinner attended by twenty two diplomats, 
but nothing to compare with the Belgian or even the Rumanian 
displays which we have attended It was an agreeable evening, 
although there were too many guests for real acquaintanceship 
or good conversation, except in the comer groups that sat down 
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together after leaving the table. The cost svas perhaps $ too or 
$200, terribly simple for an ambassador. 

February 17. Saturday. We had dinner with the Danish Min- •* 
ister, fifty people present, a grand stand-up party. It is dreary 
to have to repeat the tiresomeness of these affairs, but they 
seem to be a part of this life. . 

February 20. Tuesday. Dr. Hjalmar Schacht called at 4.30 
to propose a scheme for the tJ.S. Government to assist Ameri- 
can creditors to better faith in German payment of interest and 
principal by some sort of guarantee until Germans can. buy 
$500,000,000 worth of cotton and then sell cotton to other 
countries. He says he could convince Roosevelt in fifteen min- 
utes, and then American foreign trade would greatly improve, 
German credit become good and creditors would be satisfied. 

I did not quite understand his scheme but sent a report to the 
State Department. Somehow I came to think that Dr. Schacht 
could carry his scheme through successfully if given the power. 
Contrary to public opinion at home, I am amazed and impressed 
at the great German financier who manipulates German credits , 
and debits so cleverly that, although he has little gold, he keeps 
his currency value at par and business stable. I wonder if he can 
get his cotton scheme accepted. 

February si. Wednesday. James Gannon, of the Chas^ Na- 
tional Bank, New York, called to report a satisfactory con- 
ference \vith the German Reichsbank about the hundreds of 
millions of dollars in loans known as "stillstand” agreement 
loans. He was quite satisfied and gave Schacht the highest 
rating for cleverness and honesty. 

February 23. Friday , I attended a dinner at Roehm’s, Chief 
of Staff of the S.A., at his new palace on the Matthaikirche- 
strasse, with about fifty people present. Von Neurath sat on my 
right and indicated that the League of Nations is essential to 
world economic recovery and added Germany ought to return 
if economic questions were taken up in Geneva. I suspected, 
as once before, that he Had not favoured German withdrawal 
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last autumn On the left of the host sat Sir Enc Phipps, British 
Ambassador, who never *said a word the whole evening that 
could m any way be considered as revealing any hind of attitude 
•of mind Two or three Nazi chiefs talked with me a half hour 
about the unfortunate character of. German leadership over the 
last fifty years, except for Bismarck in whose work no error is 
ever acknowledged here I went" so Far as to say Germans do 
-not understand their problem, especially as regards foreign rela- 
tions They agreed , even the Nazis are polite 

February 24 Saturday Our Minister to Vienna, Mr Earle, 
who went away from his post a month ago, called at 12 o’clock 
to report attitudes and opinions of the government and people 
at home about Austria and its “revolution ” 

He was quite pleased at Roosevelt’s leadership He said, 
however, the President looks much older than he did six months 
ago This is somewhat disturbing to me m view of the person- 
alities who might become leaders in case of Roosevelt’s decease 
or senous illness 

Earle thinks Dollfuss was nght in his ruthless handling of 
, the Socialist rebellion in Austria during the second half of Feb- 
ruary I think Dollfuss was very shortsighted, and believe he 
has given the Nazi group m Austria a fine chance of capturing 
the government before v?ry long 

February 26 Monday Another dinner f At 9 o’clock we sat 
down in the Herren Klub on the Hermahn Gonngstrasse, as 
guests of Vice-Chancellor and Frau von Papen He represents 
in the Hitler Cabinet the remnant of the Centre Party which 
played a great role from the time of Bismarck to 1932 He is 
a Catholic and is especially commissioned to rally German opin- 
ion for the recovery of the Saar Territory which has been under 
French mandate from the League since 1920 as a penalty for 
German destruction of French mines during the war Von 
Papen also tries to keep Hitler in contact with the Pope when 
difficulties threaten the new Reich from a Catholic direction. 
The opinion here is that he is a futile if intriguing person 
There were more than fifty people' present My wife sat on 
Von Papen’s nght, and on both sides of the great semi-quadn- 
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lateral table there were counts and countesses, generals, Cabinet 
officials galore. Of course the conversation could not be general, 
just the small talk of each man between two women and each 
woman between two men. When we all marched ceremoniously^ 
out of the dining-room into the great adjoining reception-hall 
of the military club, we stood in groups and talked a little and 
looked at the many battle scenes as shown on the broad can- 
vases of the old. Hohenzollem regime. Every picture bore a ^ 

. military stamp. »• ^ * 

The one man I talked a little frankly with was the Finance 
Minister, Count Lutz von Schwerin-Krosigk, a Rhodes Scholar 
at Oxford before the World War, a soldier on' the Western 
Front for four years, an under official in the Finance Ministry 
after the Versailles Treaty, and now one of the wisest men in 
the Hitler Cabinet, I am told. He showed in all he"said a 
decided attitude of distrust towards the present German drift, 
though he did not mention Hitler. He has been a student of 
history and a thoughtful observer of events. He is the first 
eminent German who has agreed with me that Bismarck failed 
in one large undertaking: he angered eminent and honest 
leaders when that was entirely unnecessary and he was im- 
mensely unpopular in the Foreign Office when he retired. The 
Count also acknowledged that the Kaiser had made a terrible 
blunder in 1914, when he allowed the mihtary-financial- 
industrial groups to drive him into war. No other eminent man 
here has ever said this much, though several have implied ^t. 
We departed at n, our usual hour, and I wrote a v whilc in my 
diary when I got home." 

Februaiy 28. Wednesday. A busy day. I had a long talk with 
Dr. Ritter of the Foreign Office about a proposed commission 
to go to Washington to negotiate a new commercial treaty with 
otir government far an increase of imports and exports. It was, 
like a favoured-nation treaty, only another way of lowering 
tariff walls and of course I was sympathetic. The Assistant 
Secretary or the Economics Ministry, Dr. Posse, was to head the 
commission. 

At 5 o’clock, I went to tea with Propaganda Minister Goeb- 
bds who sat down with die Papal Nuncio, the British Ambas- 
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sador, myself and others of the diplomatic corps. At the appro- 
priate moment he arose and read a somewhat conciliatory speech 
to the diplomats and all the foreign press people. It was plain 
he was trying to apply the advice which Ivy Lee urged Upon 
him a month ago and reported very carefully^ to me. Louis 
Lochner replied in a clever, humorous manner, assuming there 
would be frank, weekly conferences thereafter with 'the press. 
Goebbels smiled significantly when I happened to catch his eye 
at this moment. There werc.no questions asked or answered 
afterwards, which would have been according to British and 
American habit. 

March 2. Friday. We sat down tonight at an informal dinner 
with Sir Eric Phipps. There were too many guests for any 
really frank talk, except my favourite way, in a corner. I learned 
that Anthony Eden, Keeper of the Seals, had been rebuffed in 
Paris, perhaps simply put off. French popular 'opinion is re- 
ported to be very pacifist, French official and military opinion 
to hold that a “preventive war” -with. Germany should start 
this spring. The idea is to catch Germany and to seize the 
Rhineland before it is too late. 

March 3. Saturday. At 4 o’clock, I sat down for a frank talk 
with M. Fraiujois-Poncet who showed some concern, even anx- 
iety, about the attitude of his government on the Eden negotia- 
tions. However, he did not reveal his real attitude asl had half 
* expected, and I came away a little disappointed.. If the'French 
were to accept the British scheme of partial disarmament and 
supervision, the Germans would be put on the defensive and 
as time passed they would find it impossible to g<ron arming, 
as they now are, due to the French attitude since 1920. .The 
French Ambassador indicated that he would communicate with 
me in the event of any change of policy of his government 
before my departure for Washington. 

March- ^ Sunday. Today is the anniversary of President 
Kboseved'§ tirst day m otfice. Roosevelt came to otfice at a 
moment when all social-economic relations of the -so-called 
western world were undergoing drastic reform It was a de- • 
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cisive moment in history, like the beginning of the American 
Revolution in 1 774. The individualism which Englishmen and 
Americans forced into application in their countries between 
177^ and 1846 and* which the French adopted in their way has 
everywhere been abused and defeated so that modem society 
must now. act through* governments to subordinate individual 
and corporate aggrandizement, and use social control so that 
individual independence, equality and initiative may once more 
prevail, as was planned, except as to religion, by Sam Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson. Roosevelt sees this in spite of the fact 
that his training at Groton and Harvard was faulty, even 
vicious, and the wealth of his family burdensome. The task 
which he must perform is quite as difficult as Jefferson’s effort 
to abolish slavery. 

He has started upon a series of experiments which have 
already increased the national debt by several billion dollars, 
and some of the experiments are showing harmful effects. But 
unlike other Presidents he recognizes errors and shifts his posi- 
tion in order to carry his objective : the re-ordering of all social 
and class relations. 'If he succeeds, the ideal of Adams and 
Jefferson .will be applied in a society where slave-holders (big 
business chiefs) no longer rule. But it will require modification 
of his methods and eternal vigilance for decades to come. 

In case Roosevelt does not succeed, or if he should die before 
the greater part of his work is accepted, there will be a dicta- 
torship, which would be ruinous to the United States. My hope 
is that Kb carries on until 1941 when he would be able to name 1 
his successor and secure prolonged application of his reforms, 
thus showing Big Business and European autocrats that leader- 
ship through democratic processes is still possible in a world of 
mechanics and invention. 



Ill 

Marche, 1334 to July 3, 1334 

March 5 Monday A brief visit -to the ‘Dutch Minister re- 
vealed evidence of a less belligerent attitude by the Japanese 
towards Vladivostok than has hitherto appeared to be the case 
He keeps m close touch with the Tar East and with London 
and watches the moves in the United States as few other 
diplomats do * *- 

At 6 30 I went, upon request, to the German Foreign Office 
Von Neurath kept me waiting ten minutes which, in view of my 
experience last October, I noticed and resented JVhen I entered 
his office, the old Bismarck room, he was soil engaged in read- 
ing pages of a memorandum which he held m Ins hand as we 
shook hands He showed a little perturbation and proceeded 
at once to read me part of a telegram from'the German Am 
bassador in Washington The telegram gave information about 
a forthcoming mock trial of Hitler in New York The Mayor, 
Fiorello l!a Guardia, Alfred E Smith, Judge Samuel Seabury 
and former American Secretary of State Bainbndge Colby were 
to indict the German Chancellor for returning Germany to 
t ^medievalism and for the barbarism of the methods he resorts 
to The Jews of New York City, organized labour/ and the 
American Legion, sponsors of the demonstration, had invited 
the Ambassador, Hans Luther, to defend his chief or send some 
lawyer to represent him or Hitler' '•* — , 

Von Neurath was nonplussed I had told fum more than once 
the Jewish policy of Hitler would bring further trouble if not 
changed He had pretended agreement When he asked me to 
cable Washington m the hope that>the President or Secretary 
Hull would intervene and stop the trial, 1 said that it could 
be done only by violating fundamental American principles, 
that nobody in the United. States, could sinp^uiess a. or 

public meeting (although I knew the governments of cities and 
states had suppressed meetings of socialists and pacifists during 



ijARCH 5 , 1934 TO J ULY 6 , 1934 •- 99 

the World War, period) without violating the constitutions of 
the nation and of the several states. 

Hq'dgrectl that he knew these facts but hoped once more I 
could dp something to influence the New Yorkers. I said that if 
Luther had cabled the news before publicity or the plan had 
beefi given out, it might have been possible for Roosevelt to 
dissuade* the leaders, from such a demonstration on the ground 
'of -hurting .relations between our two countries. Of course 
Luther was not apt to know of such preparations. After a few 
minutes more of anxious talk. Von Neurath gave me the memo- 
randum he had been reading. I returned to the Embassy and 
gave the document to Mr. Orme Wilson, secretary for political 
matters, for a digest 'for consideration next morning. 

At “9.30 my wife and family and myself went to the Hotel 
Kaiserhof to see what Von Papen wished to do at his Bieralend. 
There were hundreds of people, including many diplomats, 
present. It was a demonstration on behalf of the German desire 
for the restoration of the Saar Territory. A. number of reels of 
film were shown,, a lot of Saar wine was given away and some 
talk indulged in. We came away at 1 1 .30 convinced that all 
the money spent, perhaps $t,ooo, had been wasted. It was all 
such obvious^ propaganda that even Germans admitted the 
futility of it. Another wasted evening ! 

March 6 . Tuesday. I ^ called by request on Dr. Ritter to 
discuss a second time the possibilities of a German commission 
• to Washington to discuss Schacht’s scheme along with others 
designed to increase German exports. Ritter showed anxiety as 
had Schacht. I urged that a commission of the best economists 
in Germany be sent and that his people be prepared beforehand 
for real concessions if they expected results. I know the United 
States .protectionist policy the last twelve years is the greatest 
cause of trade difficulties. But I saw hope in the plan and 
promised ttf advance it all I could. 

-Then I referred to the disagreeable event discussed with 
Von Neurath yesterday and gave him a copy of a foolish Nazi 
propaganda pamphlet sent out foT foreign- consumption some 
ten days ago. It was a renewal of the 1913 Imperial idea that 
all Germans o\er the whole world owed a double allegiance. 
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I reminded him that such matters injured Germany, not the 
countries where German emigrants lived He agreed, but he 
indicated that the officials of the Foreign Office did not have 
power under the present regime to control such matters Von 
Neurath had said a3 much the evening before I am sorry for 
these clearer-headed Germans who know world affairs fairly 
well, who must work for their country and yet must submit 
to the Hitlcr-Goenng-Goebbels ignorance and autocracy 

March 7 Wednesday At z o'clock 1 called by appointment 
to see Chancellor Hitler Hanfstaengl had arranged the inter- 
view, and no one was supposed to know about it As I went in, 
Von Neurath met me, walked a few steps and entered the door 
of a room adjoining the Chancellor’s He was plainly a little 
peeved, as he always accompanies those foreigners who see the 
President or the Chancellor 

Hitler was very cordial We sat down at a table, 1 with my 
back towards the room where Von Neurath was supposed to be 
Unless there was some electnc device concealed in, the walls, 
no one heard what was said 

For nearly an hour we reviewed problems of German-Amen 
can relations I asked Hitler if he had any message he wished 
me to give the President when I reached Washington He was 
a little surprised, looked a moment at me and said “Let. me 
think it over and see you again ” 

I then raised the subject of disagreeable and harmful propa* 
ganda, as suggested by Secretary Hull, saying that unwise 
propaganda in 1915-16 had done a great deal to bring the 
United States into the World War He pretended astonish- 
ment and asked for more details I did not give names as two 
of the worst offenders are now officials of the Hitler regime 
Von Papen, his second m command, and Dr Fuehr of the 
Foreign Office I then spoke of the pamphlets calling upon all 
Germans in the United States, as elsewhere, to remember that 
they are and must always remain Germans almost like the Jaw 
of 1913 claiming double allegiance for Germans He at once 
said with emotion “Ach that is all Jewish hes, if I find out 
who does that, I will put him out of the country, at once * 
ji I then explained the Jewish situation as existing m New York 
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where the mock trial was to be held, but did not mention the 
subject itself. He broke in frequently with such expressions as 
“Damn the Jews” and insisted that if agitation continued in 
the outside world, he would make an end of all Jews in Ger- 
many. He spoke of having saved Germany from the Commu- 
nists and said 59 per cent of the officials of Russia were Jews. 

I privately questioned his figures but said : Sovietism is no 
longer a menace. He shook his head. 1 added that the Com- 
munists had polled only a few votes in the United States in 
1932. He declared loudly : “Happy country. Your people seem 
to be so sensible in this respect.” 

Finally, I raised the question of universities and academic 
freedom and pressed the point that by university contacts and 
free discussion of international relations we should solve many 
of our difficulties. He agreed and in closing our talk he empha- 
sized Roosevelt’s plan for better commerce. 

As I left the room, I met the Minister of Education, Dr. 
Rust, who' had of late given out drastic orders against academic 
freedom. 'We talked a minute or two and I stressed the subject 
of intellectual freedom as important in relations between the 
United States and Germany. He seemed never to have thought 
seriously of that phase of the subject. 

At 8.30 we had our second diplomatic dinner. Twenty-two 
persons’, "including the Spanish Ambassador and Finance Min- 
ister von Schwerin-Krosigk, were present. We had an agreeable 
■evening, but there was little chance for close acquaintance- 
ship. I like the Spaniard very much but got only a few minutes 
with him. Everybody went away about 1 1 .30. 

As I am writing my diary tonight after having seen Hitler, 

I am inserting the general impressions I have received and 
written about three of the chief Nazi leaders. V* 

The Hitler regime is composed of three rather inexperienced 
and very dogmatic persons, all of whom have been more or less 
connected with murderous undertakings in the last eight or ten 
years. 1 1 is a combination of men who represent different groups 
of the present German majority, not an actual majority. 

Hitler, now about forty-five, was an orphan at thirteen, went,, 
through the World War without promotions or decora tioKvst^ 
much worshipped here, and had some very curious exp&SfiZ 
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in Munich between 1919 and 1923 He is romantic-minded 
and half informed about great historical events and men in 
Germany He was for a number of years a strict imitator of 
Mussolini He rose to power by organizing elements in Ger- 
many which were unemployed and indignant because Germany 
had not won the World War His devices arc the devices which 
men stt up in ancient Rome, namely, the Hahenkreuz and the 
personal salute 

He has definitely said on a number of occasionsthat a people 
survives by fighting and dies as a consequence of peaceful 
policies His influence is and has been wholly belligerent The 
last six or eight months he has made many announcements o 
peaceful purposes I think he is perfectly sincere and is willing 
to negotiate with France, but only on his own terms In the back 
of his mind is the old German idea of dominating Europe 
through warfare 

Hitler’s first lieutenant is Joseph Paul Goebbels, some ten 
years younger, a miniature figure who was not engaged m the 
war but who imbibed the bitterness against Trance and the rest 
of the world during that long struggle After the war he en- 
gaged in organizing militant gangster groups m western Ger 
many and took every possible occasion to challenge the Social 
Democratic regime which submitted to the Treaty of Versail es 
He joined Hitler and made constant declarations that the Ger- 
man people, once united, would dominate the world Wiule 
Hitler is a fair orator as German oratory goes, Goebbels is a 
past master He makes a point of stirring animosities and 
hatreds whenever there is opportunity, and he has combine 
all the newspapers, radio, publications and art activities of Ger- 
many into one vast propaganda machine Through this agency 
he is bent upon forcing all Germans into one solid Nazi 
phalanx He is far cleverer than Hitler, is much more bel 
hgerent, and, I am told, always refuses to have contacts with 
foreigners 

The third member of this triumvirate is Hermann Goenng 
about forty, who comes from southern Germany, and who was 
involved, as was Goebbels, in the 1923 Munich beer hall 
putsch He was a fugiUve from justice for some months while 
Hitler was m jail at Landsberg, and became intensely violent 
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against all democratic and socialist parties. The republican 
government issued pardons for Hitler and Gocring who re- 
warded this friendly act by renewing their gangster agitations. 

While Gocbbcls uses something approaching a socialist ter- 
minology, he mobilized his Storm Troop units against the 
official Communist party. Goering represents a more clearly 
aristocratic and Prussian Germanism. He enjoys great support 
from the larger business interests. He had a marvellous experi- 
ence during the war as an aviator and became as intensely war- 
like as Gocbbels and Hitler. He is the President of Prussia, 
and has mobilized the old Prussian extremists (including the 
Black Reichswehr) and militarists on behalf of the present 
regime. 

A unique triumvirate 1 . Hider, less educated, more romantic, 
with a semi-criminal record; Goebbels and Goering, both 
Doctors of Philosophy, both animated by intense class and foreign 
hatreds and both willing to resort to the most ruthless methods. 
They do not love each other, but in order to maintain their 
power, they have to sit down together. I do not think there 
has ever been in modem history such a unique group. There 
was such a group in ancient Rome. 

March 10. Saturday. Poultney Bigelow, son of John Bigelow, 
an unusual man and friend of the Kaiser, who had just spent 
three or four days at Doom, was to dine informally with us. 
We asked Louis Ferdinand, grandson of the Kaiser who has 
spent two or three years with Henry Ford in 'Detroit and who 
isjnost spoken of as possible successor to the German throne, 
to join us. Consul-General Messersmith, just appointed Min- 
ister to Uruguay— and very happy about it— was also of the 
party. Since Von Neurath had seemed a little distressed on 
Tuesday , we alva asked tava*, be was guest uf htmtrar. There was 
more frank and informing conversation than we have had in 
months. Von Neurath and Bigelow embraced each other more ■ 
than once. The Prince.was very interesting but discreet. 

• Mmda y- I spent today in closing up official matters 

in the Lhancery of the Embassy and seeing a fesv people who 
wished to talk over some matters. The most interesting of 
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these was Stephen P t ‘Dhggan of the International Institute 
of Education of New' York He had spent ten days at Geneva 
and two weeks in Pans He is very anxious about international 
relations and lays most of the blame for the critical situation 
upon Hitler and to less extent upon Mussolini 

When I went up to bed, I found Tntz, our butler, packing 
my suitcases This is disagreeable to me, as I do not think it a 
disgrace for a man to pack his own bags 

w March 15 Thursday AH the family drove to Hamburg to 
sec me off for Washington I had a sneaking feeling that the 
company was unwilling for the ship to sad on the 13th (Wood 
row Wilson’s lucky day) So we sailed on March 14th to avoid 
challenging luck I went to bed hopeful, but suspecting we 
should have started on Fnday and regretting that I had for- 
gotten to take out an accident insurance policy 

March 22 Thursday One of our American consuls is on 
board, a man of fine qualities who wishes to leave Germany as 
soon as possible and asks me to help his transfer while I am in 
Washington He deserves promotion and being a Jew be is 
unhappy in Germany His position is certainly difficult and he 
is convinced the State Department decides promotions and 
transfers according to favouritism 

This accords with a similar story of another consul in Czecho- 
slovakia who is also returning on leave The further I go in my 
study of State Department policies, the more evidence there is 
that, a clique of kinspeople connected with certain rich families 
are bent upon exploiting the Foreign Service for their set, 
many of them Harvard graduates who are not'even well in 
formed Snobbery and personal gratification are the main 
objects with them 

March 23 Friday At Quarantine, Dr Karl Werkmeister, 
acting German Consul General in New York came to me with 
a letter from Chancellor Hitler to President Roosevelt Wcrk 
master was merely finishing the interview I had with Hitler 
on March 7th v. 
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March sj Friday Colonel House-Sent his handsome limou- 
sine with a friend to meet me when the Manhattan docked and 
take me quietly to lus house It was a lucky thing, for taxi 
folk were on strike, and if I had gone to an hotel the newspaper 
folk would have pestered me until my train for Washington 
departed House gave me valuable information about un- 
friendly officials m the State-Department with whom I Would 
have to deal 

March 24 Saturday 1 went at 11 o’clock to talk with Secre- 
tary Hull We had forty five minutes together, reviewing re- 
cent attitudes m Germany He was a little puzzled about an 
answer to be given by the President to Hitler’s code message — 
publicity might follow Hull repeated his recent conversations 
with the German Ambassador, Luther, who showed no control 
over his emotions and seemed to be a complete convert to Hit 
lcnsm, which he seemed not to be last summer Hull said 
Luther seemed entirely unable to understand'freedom of the 
press, free speech and freedom of religion as practised m the 
United States While I doubt the real freedom of press and 
speech in my own country, the absolute denial of all these in 
Germany makes Luther’s position understandable he must be 
a Hitlerite or be recalled 

March 30 Friday For a week, I have been working in the 
State Department Ou Sunday, March 25, I had. dinner with 
Daniel Roper and members of his family Monday I was again 
busy visiting State Department officials like Walton Moore 
and Wilbur J Can, of the personnel division Tuesday I had 
dinner, after a busy day, with Jouett Shouse and his wife 'and 
guests Desha Brcckinndge and Lowell Mellett, of the Scnpps- 
Howard press syndicate Conversation was frank ahd open 
In the afternoon I attended a conference of personnel 
officers m the State Department Moore, Carr, Sumner Welles 
(of doubtful Cuban fame), Hugh Wilson and others were" 
present I reported that American diplomacy had a new role 
to play The Louis XIV and Victoria style and times had 
passed The nations of the world were bankrupt, including our 
own It ivas time to cease grand style performances I de- 
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scnbed Belgian, Italian and French dinners of state in Berlin 
There was some amusement 

I then talked of American staff officials who shipped furni- 
ture enough for twenty room houses at the cost of §3,000, 
With only two persons in the family} An assistant to me m 
Berlin had a chauffeur, a porter, a butler, a valet, two cooks 
and two maids All for two persons 1 While these people paid 
all these extraordinary expenses, the government paid the 
§3,000 freight and then found that such a person was not even 
well qualified for best service I urged that men should not 
be allowed to spend more than their salaries §4,000 to §17,500 
a year Besides, I urged the necessity of having ambassadors 
and assistants who knew the history and traditions of the coun 
tries to which they were sent, men who think of their own 
country’s interests, not so much about a different suit of clothes 
each day or sitting up at gay but silly dinners and shows every 
night until 1 o'clock. Sumner Welles winced a little the owner 
of a mansion in Washington which outshines the White House 
in some respects and is about as large 

There was much talk and some embarrassment, but general 
agreement that the time had come for a new kind of service 
I was not fooled, however, after two hours of pretended agree- 
ment 

Thursday I had luncheon at the Library of Congress 
Librarian Herbert Putnam was in fine humour After some two 
hours of work in the stacks, I was called from New York by 
James McDonald who was about to leave for Europe m another 
effort to solve the German Jewish problem ' 

I drove away today to my farm near Round Hill Later, I 
droie three miles south on a sandy clay road to engage Mason 
Peyton to help me open some choked water pipes On my way 
back, following another road, recently repaired, I was stalled 
in the mud and the car would not move forward or backward 
It was getting dark Waiting a little and w ondenng what to do, 
having no chains, I saw a sturdy looking farm worker coming 
down the road He willingly lent a hand and put some broad 
boards, which he found nearby, under the rear wheels But the 
car could not be started A few minutes later another farmer 
came along the road Both lent willing hands After fifteen 
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minutes of muddy work, I was able to pull out. Neither of the 
men would accept any pay for their'* work. How unlike 
Europe l 

April 1 9. Thursday . In Chicago I lunched with Leo Wormser 
and Max Epstein to talk over the Jewish problem m Gcmtany. 
Wormser and Epstein explained how they and their friends had 
calmed their fellows and prevented any violent demonstrations 
in Chicago as planned. James Gerard had not spoken. But the 
Chicago Jews were indignant and unwilling to ease off their 
boycott. I told them that a month ago the Chancellor of Ger- 
many had ordered the closing of Columbia House, Berlin's 
worst prison, and the re-establishing of a warrant system in 
making arrests, and added my own opinion on bow the drift 
.seemed to be going, 

April 20. Friday. At a library meeting of the University of 
Chicago, Carl Sandburg, author of a definitive life of Abraham 
Lincoln, and Lloyd Lewis, author of a popular biography 
of General William T. Sherman, and 1 made short speeches 
tonight about the BaTton collection of Lincolniana. It had also 
been arranged that Governor Henry Homer of Illinois be 
present — only I knew Homer would not be there because I had 
more than once rebuked him in 1933 for not using his guber- 
natorial power to rid Chicago of its terrible racketeering mayor- 
alty. With this in the background, I knew Governor Homer 
would allow Sandburg and myself to function alone as far as 
he was concerned. 

The audience was large and great interest was shown in the 
frankest discussion of Lincoln I have ever heard in Chicago, 
Lincoln interpreted as a gTeat human soul in high position igno-' 
rant f«rrer of die intrigues behind his back. Aff of us gave 
Lincoln full credit for his one great objective : a union of demo- 
cratic states such as Jefferson had dreamed of and worked for. 
All of us raised questions concerning the wisdom of certain 
crucial decisions: allowing war instead of compromise in 1861 ; 
granting economic control to industrialists and financiers, per- 
haps unavoidably once war was on. Even these points ohtkined 
a sympathetic hearing. 
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Aprtl si Saturday I slept late, had lunch with university 
co-workers and came back in time to speak to the social science 
faculty and students This speech was the main object of my 
visit to the university For an hour I analyzed the status of the 
social sciences history, economics, political science, sociology 
My major points were history should be required of all special- 
ists in these fields and made a real discipline as well as a philo- 
sophical "background, two languages, besides one’s own, 
must be required of all candidates for the doctorate and these 
made disciplines too , the faculties must be self governing and 
participate in university control There were some, 400 people 
present and I think there were no dissenting voices All the 
older professors as well as the-graduate students indicated unity 
of feebng and some excitement, due, as I thought, to Hutchins’ 
recent interventions in departmental afTairs without allowing 
traditional self government Prof A G McLaughlin, Schmitt 
and all my former friends and even opponents indicated their 
warm support President Hutchins was absent as he had been 
on the evening of the 20th 

April 23 Monday I went to luncheon afoot today to Mrs 
Kellogg Fairbank, on North State Street, where I was offered 
the usual cocktail fashionable folk in the United States must 
drink or be counted out of style After the cocktail ceremony, 
which some of the guests seemed really to enjoy, we sat down 
to a delightful luncheon where everybody but myself con- 
demned the New Deal, Roosevelt and all his Cabinet, especially 
Ickes, Wallace and the Brain Trusters I asked for a counter 
policy and received this for comment we must go back to the 
gold standard, free banking and free industry This seemed to 
-me no real policy at all, those policies having faded everywhere, 
nowhere worse than in Chicago German problems were dis- 
cussed rather more freely than I felt had been wise, but all 
agreed the conversation was “off the record ” 

Apnl 29 Sunday I drove today to Fuquay Spnngs where 
my father, eighty seven years old next November, lives in a 
quiet little cottage We talked for two hours about old family 
matters and little about Berlin Later, I drove out to Mr 
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Daniels’ magnificent place, too elaborate for his small fortune 
and too expensi\ e for his children when he passes away , where 
I discussed some of the State Department problems and Hull’s 
liberal policy J 

May 2 Wednesday After having set everybody to his task 
about the farm and getting an early dinner, I drove to Wash- 
ington again today I stopped at the Cosmos Club and at 8 
o’clock went to the Mayflower Hotel where the Ropers were 
giving a formal dinner to fifty two people m the accepted diplo- 
matic style Many eminent men in the present regime were 
present, including Mr and Mrs Josephus Daniels, guests of 
honour, Jesse Jones of the Federal Reconstruction Finance Cor- 
poration, William Phillips of the State Department and a score 
of senators and representatives As usual no informational talk 
was mdulgcd in, save perhaps what Representative Sol Bloom 
of New York revealed of his attracuon for Mussohm and the 
pro-Roosevelt atutude of his Republican constituents who con- 
demned him for his vote against the President’s bonus bill veto 

May 3 Thursday I visited Secretary Hull, Secretary Dem 
and Secretary Swanson during the morning and at 12 30 saw 
the President for a farewell and also to invite him to speak 
before the annual meeung of the American Historical Associa- 
tion next December in Washington, D C , where I am to pre 
side and read the annual address Roosevelt accepted, saying 
that he had addressed the Association at its meeting m Charles- 
ton some twenty years ago When we finished this subject there 
was some talk about a possible American boycott of any nation 
which crossed its own borders in a warlike move into another 
sovereign nation and the meaning of the tariff powers then 

The President asked me to give unofficially his greetings to 
Hitler when I saw him, but to be sure to imply no poliucal 
approval of his policies With best wishes for his success I bade 
the President farewell, and returned to my farm 

May 6 Sunday This was a beautiful day The budding trees 
and the apple blooms were most appealing, especially since I 
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must leave The herd of cows came m and grazed an hour on 

the lawn and took off the surplus of blue grass 

May 7 Monday At 9 o’clock Have Clark and I drove away 
over .the mountains via Charlestown, West Virginia, to Fred- 
erick, Maryland, where I bought a few articles to take to Ber- 
lin We drove on to Gettysburg where I had lunch in a neat 
restaurant whose manager would not allow Flavc, a Negro man 
of attractive bearing, to think of such a thing as eating m the 
mam room He must enter the kitchen through the rear door 
exactly as would be required in Charleston or Atlanta Flave 
made no complaint and we drove on towards Philadelphia where 
I was to have a conference with my old friend Conyers Read 

May 8 Tuesday X left Philadelphia today for New York, 
after sending Flave Clark back to Virginia with my car At I 
o’clock, I went to the Century Club where Herbert S Houston, 
who had made the arrangements a month before, gathered 
together around a huge table about twenty foremost editors 
and newspaper executives in the city for luncheon The 
Times, the Herald Tribune, the Forum, the Literary Digest were 
represented, as well as my former students W L Chenery, 
editor of Collier's , and Edwin L James, the Times' European 
specialist The discussion ran for an hour and a half I never 
met with more open and frank support on all the leading 
problems which I ventured to touch upon Even the editor 
of Time, the weekly which has treated me unfairly once or 
twice, was cordial and sympathetic Germany seemed pro- 
foundly important to them all 

There was unanimous opinion that President Roosevelt still 
-had the overwhelming support of the masses m all sections of 
the country The first returns of the Digest poll, its editor said, 
showed overwhelming enthusiasm m spite of all newspaper 
criticism The State Department had advised me to accept 
Houston’s invitation a month before, that is, William Phillips 
had , and I was sure the conference was a good thing from every 
point of view since I was about to .leave I was disappointed 
that my friend John Finley of the Times could not have been 
present. 
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At dinner tonight at Colonel House’s, soon after we sat down 
to the table Mrs House engaged my attention closely about 
persons and interests more social than otherwise When the 
talk had gone on for a good while, Colonel House broke in 
“My dear, you must desist There are other more important 
subjects we must discuss Mrs House had forgotten herself 
a little, but the Colonel also forgot himself a little I was calm 
and showed no signs of observing the incident 

"Later we went into the sitting room of their very handsome 
but not elaborate apartment In fifteen minutes the Colonel 
asked me into his study where he had pictures of Wilson and 
Franklin Roosevelt, with other eminent American leaden We 
sat together on the sofa and he showed me letters from promi- 
nent leaders, including a significant one from the P resident W e 
talked intimatcl) about the groups m the Cabinet and a recent 
visit of Secretary Hull who had reported that Raymond Moley 
was trying again to worm his way into government circles 
in Washington which Hull resented and House thought 
dangerous 

This reminded me of the pressing invitation I had had from 
Gerard Swope to take luncheon or breakfast with him, Herbert 
Bayard Swope, Owen D Young and Raymond Moley while I 
was m the city This had been sent to me m Virginia two^weeks 
or more before Gerard Swope is head of the General Electric 
Company, Herbert figured in a doubtful capacity at the 
London Economic Conference, and Owen Young 1 have never 
regarded with any enthusiasm I had declined the invitation 
mainly because of the feeling that some sort of game was m 
mmd I distrust every one of the four Perhaps I should have 
accepted their invitations to learn what was behind their 
interest, but personal distrust got the better of me I would not" 
S’A. Vc» Vouch wnh a Morgan — except possibly to learn 
something of his motives and attitudes 

9 Wednesday This is the day of my departure Judge 
Julian Mack of the Federal Circuit Court in New York came 
to see me He talked half an hour about the Jewish problem in 
Germany I reported to him Hitler’s order of March it or 12 
closing Columbia House, the place where Jews and others had 
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been tortured, and announcing that warrants must be proved 
before anyone could be detained more than twenty-four hours 
on any charge He thought these good omens, as I had re- 
ported them m Chicago 

He asked if I thought the boycott in the United States ought 
to be^ased up I said Yes, if you think Hitler is easing down 
Do it only tentatively, then more positively if the Germans 
abandon their extreme ruthlessness He did not say he would 
urge it but did indicate that he would take up the problem 

The Washington sailed at 12 o’clock and I went to bed 

May 77 Thursday I arrived in Berlin at 10 30 pm My 
family and all of the staff were at the train to meet me. I was 
delighted to be home but the tense atmosphere was revealed 
at once 

May x8 Fnday I had a plain, confidential talk this mom 
mg with Messersmith who is going to Austna as Minister We 
canvassed the subjects of Jews in Austna, the danger of pub 
licity, the wisdom of restraining one’s propensity for large social 
shows, and especially the value of keeping in close, confidential 
relations with our Berlin Embassy He agreed on all points He 
submitted a copy of his survey of the Pans Embassy made at 
the request of Secretary Hull The report showed "a score of 
useless employees there and showed how to dispense with them 
While X have felt all along that we have too many on our staff" 
and several only semi competent ones, I have not been able to 
bring about more than one transfer, that of a man who had 
engaged in embarrassing behaviour with German women 

May 24 Thursday X had lunch at a small restaurant on 
Unter den Linden today with Dieckhoff He is a liberal 
German, a university Ph D who had hved for several years in 
Washington and the last few years been what' amounts to 
Assistant Secretary of State I reminded him of the assurances 
before I left on March 14 that the German Government was 
easing up on the Jewish atrocities and cited his personal 
announcement at the German Press Club luncheon, on March 
t2, that no man could thereafter be held m restraint more than 
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twenty-four hours without a warrant duly approved by a local 
judge 1 also reminded him of a recent order closing the 
Columbia House 

He agreed at once that the Chancellor had made these moves 
in the interest of better relations with the United States 1 then 
told him what I had done in the interest of mutual understand- 
ing with the Jews, and what Colonel House had helped me to 
do I added that Goebbels* speech of May 12 had upset every- 
thing I had done and that Americans would consider me as 
imposed upon, perhaps naive 

Dieckhoff then revealed his whole attitude of opposition to 
Goebbels and his expectation that Hitler would be overthrown 
soon He gave what he considered good evidence that the 
Germans would not much longer endure the system under which 
they were drilled everlastingly and semi-starved He could 
hardly have said more if he had been m England or m the 
United States It was understood that all wc said was to be 
confidential, except that 1 might give his explanation to my 
fnends at home Hull, House and other officials 
He added that a boycott against the Jews had been planned 
here for the last week m March but that the Foreign Office, 
Schacht and Schmitt had dissuaded Hitler, so that his consent 
had not been given Goebbels* attitude had embarrassed Hitler 
though th6* Chancellor had not changed his policy It was 
simply the economic situation in March and Apnl which made 
him uneasy But DieckhofF added “I fear if the American 
Jews ceased their boycott and agitation, we might not get out of 
this situation,” : e , an overthrow might not be possible I felt 
the deep concern of a high official who could thus risk his life in 
criticism of the exisUng regime We parted rather sadly, walk- 
ing slowly towards the Wilhelmstrasse where I was sure he 
would relate what 1 had said of Roosevelt’s attitude and my 
embarrassed position at home After two hours of routine work 
in the office, I went for a walk around the Tiergarten 

May 28 Monday The last few days have been occupied with 
routine work At 12 30 1 went to the Foreign Office Von Nett- 
rath kept me waiting ten minutes, a delegation coming out of 
the private office as I went in From 12 40 to 1 15 I talked 
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with Von Neurath who was more cordial and more interested 
in understanding my viewpoints than ever before since m> 
arnval in Berlin in July, 1933 

He ashed about my vacation at home and about the United 
States but I focused conversation on the real topic by ashing 
what he thought of Mussolini’s speech before the so-called 
Italian Parliament last Saturday, the great dictator having de 
dared in a formal way that war was as natural and necessary 
as child bearing to women and that the scale of living in Italy 
must be lowered m order to maintain military and naval 
armaments against Italy’s m als 

Von Neurath said “That 1$ like Mussolini, there arc some 
fools m Germany who talk that way also, but there is no sub- 
stantial clement of the German people who want war ’ Thu 
was repeating what DieckhofThacl said on Thursday 

Von Neurath dwelt some time on the unfortunate attitude of 
Trance “If they would only meet us pan way, we would gladly 
resume negotiations at Geneva I tlnnh that it would be one of 
the greatest things in the world if France w-ould yield ’ 

I then asked him what he thought of Roosevelt’s declaration 
about armaments He congratulated the United States on such 
leadership but added ‘ \ou cannot control the shipment of 
arms" even if you enact stnet regulations ” I described stock 
declines when R&ojevelis speech waj published ’particularly 
the decline of DuPont armaments stocks He answered 
“Good but even ifyour Congress goes on with the investigation 
and European states agree to lay embargoes there wall still 
be shipments of arms m one form or another ’’ 
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I said Goebbels’ speech as reported to me on the Washington 
was immediately printed all over the United States on May 12 
and that it had reopened the anti-Nazi agitation 
He was not a little perturbed He said the German Govern- 
ment had meant what it said when I left, but that Strcichcr of 
Numbers had broken all bounds and started persecutions on 
his own authority and that to the astonishment of all, Goebbels 
had joined Streicher and made the terrible blunder of May 
12 He added that he, Schacht and Schmitt had gone to 
Goebbels and protested He added that even the Chancellor 
was uncomfortable 

I repeated part of what I had said to Hitler about the way 
Americans are trying to control profiteering by great financial 
interests He said he was glad to leam that I had informed Hit- 
ler, but I added that the Chancellor had not agreed with me 
Von Neurath was silent for a moment after my remarks It was 
plain that he was entirely of my way of thinking He begged 
me to say to Washington that the outbreak was entirely con- 
trary to the German Government’s purpose, but he did not 
commit himself on Hitler He did say that Goenng had become 
a moderate on the Jewish problem 
Then he turned to commercial relations, the decline of 
German gold reserves to only 4 per cent of German paper 
money “What shall we do - *" It is a terrible situauon He 
added “It is the Jewish boycott, the tariff barriers of all 
countries and our inability to purchase cotton and rubber or to 
. sell anything abroad ” He was very uneasy but did not say 
revoluuon was in waiting 

He said he agreed entirely with the American Transfer Con- 
ference delegates, Laird Bell and others, that “Germany ought 
to pay half the interest due” — a liberal concession by the Ameri- 
can bondholdersc— "hntv t hR-^ r /einh*'\vuil\’yfild.'in,’nRh* Thrcy 
must have their 6 per cent and we have no gold or exchange 
at all ” I sympathized with him m this as in most of what he 
said There was no sort of boasting or pnde in his attitude He^ 
dreaded the effect of asking a six month moratorium It would 
have the same kind of influence m the United States that the 
boycott has had, to close the markets still more firmly 

He referred to possible negotiations m -Washington under 
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Roosevelt’s tariff powers “Can anything be done ? ” I said Yes, 
if Germany is willing to make real trade concessions The Presi- 
dent had not authorized me to make any suggestions on this 
subject But I was so sure of the Washington attitude that I 
added If you send a first-rate commission, I think a good deal 
can be done, but do not send persons whose reputations would 
arouse opposition You know what the press could do in such 
cases My idea was to avoid Dr Schacht being sent, much as 
he wishes to go He would be \ery unwelcome to Hull and 
Roosevelt 

Ji me 1 Friday I had a short interview this morning with 
Von Ncurath about German violations of a treaty with the 
United States The Foreign Minister took my written protest 
with discomfort and promised to give an answer in a day or 
two I said that Germany must not violate its treaties if she 
ever wishes to stand well with public opinion in the United 
States He asked me “What can wc do’ ’ Germany had no ex 
ports to the United States and only promises of exports to Den- 
mark and other countries I had proof of serious violations due 
to heavy imports of lard from Hungary and a great decline of 
imports from Chicago meat packers He asked for a document 
or memorandum from my hand I said that I could, not give 
this to him As I came away I felt sorry for the Secretary who 
always has to defend, before me, the conduct which he wholly 
disapproves He and Secretary Hull are of the same school of 
economic and international thought 

We went Id Dr Schmitt’s to Junch He is a man of the same 
atutudes as Von Neurath His speeches, always printed rather 
freely in German papers, reveal an independence of mind in his 
field We sat around a table on his beautiful lawn, White and 
Flack of our staff with us After the meal was finished Schmitt 
pulled me aside, walked round and round his lawn and talked 
for an hour about Germany’s calamitous situation, a great 
.and threatening drought, no exports to the outside world, 
intense hostility in the United States and England on account 
of Hitler’s treatment of the Jews, Protestants and Catholics 
How can the Germans negotiate a new treaty with the United 
States with such tremendous hostility? I listened and talked as 
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much as I could during pauses. I have never seen a German 
statesman so much distressed, and I was quite sympathetic when 
' he again and again referred to the folly of Hitler s policy. 

I intimated that if a commission were sent to Washington, 
Schmitt himself might be more successful than other German 
officials who had become very unpopular in Washington and 
New York because of their actions in regard to debts due to 
American'creditors. He said he could not leave very well, but 
would go if there were a prospect of success. He showed interest 
enough to ask me to* speak to Von Ncurath about his possible 
appointment — another of those suggestions that liberal German 
officials havfe made from time to time. 

Jim: 2. Saturday. Germany looks dry for the first time ; trees 
and fields are yellow. The papers are full of accounts of the 
drought in Bavaria and in the United States as well. 

* After a busy day we drove to Cecilienhof, the home of the 
German Crown Prince, a beautiful park-like residence and 
grounds near Potsdam. We were asked to sit down with the 
Crown Princess and take tea. She is the sister of the Queen of 
Denmark and a most sensible and attractive woman, the un- 
happy wife of the dissipated eldest son of the Kaiser, now in 
exile in Holland. 

She was most agreeable. We sat at her tabic some twenty 
minutes and then asked to be excused, in order not to deprive 
others of being received at the table. The British Ambassador, 
just returned from England, and his wife wctc with us at the 
table for a time. We then walked about a little, met and talked 
with the other members of the family and came away. It was 
a rather sad reminiscent experience, as I recalled all the time 
the great Hohenzollem days of late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century history. 

June 4. Monday. Yesterday I received a letter from Colonel 
House saying ap agent or friend of Hitler had called on him 
about May 20 and asked him to go to Germany and sec Hitler 
about the solution of the Jewish problem. House declined. A 
day later one of the foremost Jews in the United States, Samuel 
Untermyer, had visited House and although he agreed to no 
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definite policy, he suggested to House that I undertake nego- 
tiations, entirely personal, looking towards a moderation oC 
Hitler's attitude. If that succeeded, both House and«Unter- w 
myer were sure the Jews in the United States would ease up 
their boycott. The cause of this move was the growing anti- 
Semitism in the United States of which Judge Julian Mack 
spoke on May 9 in New York. It has provoked opposition even 
to Roosevelt because of his few Jewish appointments'. 

This morning I saw Von Neurath alone in his house and 
read him House’s letter and suggested that he see Hitler and 
sound him out. He said he would do so as soon as the Chan- 
cellor was home again, also that Dr. Schacht an< 3 *Dr. Schmitt 
would join him. He suggested that the restraining of Streicher, 
the violent Niimberger who keeps the agitation going, and 
Goebbels was the first move. I suggested that some Nazi chief 
make a speech calling for moderation. If this could be .done, I 
would wire House. I drove back to the office ; I had taken only 
seven minutes of Von Neurath’s time. 

June 5. Tuesday. The French Ambassador came and reported 
that he had word from Geneva about my interview with Von 
Neurath on May 28 to the effect that I thought the Germans 
might yield to the Geneva demand that they negotiate a dis- 
armament agreement again. I repeated what I thought about 
world folly at the present moment and my guess that Germany 
would yield if France made any real concession, even a small 
once. He was somewhat of my mind J wonder if Norman Davis 
repeated the contents of my confidential letter of May 29 to him. 

June 6 . Wednesday I drove at noon to the French Ambassa- 
dor’s to ascertain whether he had further news from Geneva. 

He had not, but was going to sec Von Neurath about possible 
German concessions if France yielded anything. He would in- 
form me if he obtained any real information. About 6 o’clock 
young Armand Bdrard, the Ambassador’s confidential secretary, 
'Came to report no new moves in the Geneva negotiations. Young 
Berard said: “There is great excitement in Paris about the 
imminence of war.” I said : I do not see how Germany can make 
war, bankrupt as she is. 
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June 7. Thursday Three bankers, led by Banta, came to learn 
^ hat they could from me They were very uneasy. One criti- 
cized Roosevelt rather scverely’until I intimated that the op- 
' position leaders must have a positive plan He then charged 
Roosevelt with loading lumsclf up with Jew’s, and added: 
“There is going to be noting in New’ York. Sam Untermyer is 
apt to be attacked ” 

June 8 Fnday Another nervous, uneasy New York banker 
came m today When he drifted into cnticism of the President, 

I spoke strongly in favour of Stock Exchange regulations soon 
to go into effect. He fell in with that and came slowly to agree 
that Roosevelt was the only leader with any real promise He 
was very troubled lest something happen here 
At Ernst Hanfstaengl’s tea, the Trench Ambassador again 
raised the Geneva problem He said the prospect is better there 
and thSt I was too pessimistic about the German situation being 
so critical as to compel Germans to yield considerably on the 
armament problem 

A German Foreign Office official, Dr Davidson, urged nego- 
tiations m Washington about trade I frankly said I had hoped 
to see a commission begin work, that it was time for tariff re- 
adjustment He reported that Von Neurath had said I favoured 
^ such a move at an early date and that Ambassador Luther had 
talked an hour with Hull on Wednesday, the day I sent my 
telegram about the German failure to understand the interna- 
tional incidents they allow to occur almost daily. 

June 10 Sunday We drove out to the former Imperial hunt- 
ing lodge where Hermann Goenng has set up a Prussian state 
animal park and where he has a sort of week-end retreat We 
arrived late on account, of same. biAcfc. y?. tjw* eas 
new Buick my wife finally bought in place of the wrecked 
Chevrolet which protocol people thought ridiculously simple 
for an Ambassador) and found most of the diplomatic folk 
standing m a forest around a speaker who welcomed us 
Then Goenng spoke -He wore a medieval hunter’s uniform/ 
He is a big, fat, good-humoured man who loves display above 
everything While he spoke three photographers with elaborate 
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outfits tool pictures which he was particularly pleased to permit 
He next led us about the woods and showed us bisons and tiny 
wild horses He mounted an old time carnage drawn by two 
horses and dnven by a peasant Madame Cerruti, wife of the 
Ambassador from Italy and very proud of display, took her 
place on the nght of Goenng All the rest of us followed in 
peasant two-scat carnages driving slowly about the forests 
where occasionally one saV a deer or an eagle 
When the journey was over, each of us gave his dnver a mark 
or two and then took to our cars which earned us to Goenng’s 
hunting lodge on the shore of a beautiful lake Goenng had hur 
ned ofT ahead of us and when we amved he met us in a wonder 
ful new white summer garb and showed us through his new 
log house, an elaborate reproduction of a medieval country 
gentleman’s house, if there were gentlemen m that day All of us 
scattered about the place and drank tea, cofTee or beer' accord- 
ing to our taste Vice Chancellor von Papen sat at the head of 
the table on my left Sir Enc Piupps, BnUsh Ambassador, sat 
across the table, the Trench Ambassador was on my nght two 
persons away The conversation had no value, unless perchance 
a few remarks about Admiral Spmdler's new book on the Ger 
man navy in the World War were worthwhile I seemed to stop 
that discussion when I said If peoples knew the truth of history 
there would never be another great war Somehow Sir Eric and 
Frantjois Poncet laughed a good deal but said nothing After a 
considerable pause, we turned to other and less nsky subjects 
At 6 o clock Goenng took us about the premises and dis 
played his vanity at every turn often causing his guests to glance 
amusedly at each other We were led to another lovely lake 
shore and shown a tomb, with deep foundations of stone front 
ing the water the most elaborate structure of its kind I e\er 
saw It is the burial place of Goenng’s former wife whose re 
mains had been brought from Sweden where the people mdi 
cated their dislike of Nazi Germany by dishonounng the grave 
Goenng boasted of this marvellous tomb of his first wife where 
*.he said his remains would one day be laid For half an hour 
* this went on Sir Enc and I, weary of the cunous display and 
already due in Berlin fifty miles away, went to him to say fare 
t^ell Lady Cerruti saw our move and she arose quiekly so as 
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not to allow anybody to trespass upon her right to lead on every 
possible occasion. » 

June 13. Wednesday. I went to a tea at Goering’s beautiful 
mansion in the city. Most of the diplomatic corps -were present. 
Schmitt, a very able member of the Cabinet whose workforces 
him to threaten resignation now and then, sided me off for a 
discussion once more of possible trade negotiations between 
Germany and the United States. He was excited and distressed 
by the announcement then just maturing that Germany would 
pay none of her debt after July 1. He also knew Secretary 
Hull had informed Ambassador Luther on June 6 that no 
trade negotiations could be undertaken for some time yet. 

I told him Hull had complained of German treaty violations 
and their failure to treat American creditors justly. He pre- 
tended not to know of Germany’s conduct. For some time we 
talked frankly about the blunders that seemed to have defeated 
the one thing Germany had hoped for : freer access to American 
markets. Wc agreed about the dangers of Hitler’s fanciful eco- 
nomic autarchy. He said the Chancellor would force his system 
upon Germany in defiance of the American attitude. I told him 
the attitude was due to three things : the unwise treatment of 
Jews here which had caused a vast boycott, the secret violation 
by Germans of the treaty which gave Americans certain trade 
concessions, and the refusal of Foreign Office officials to explain 
such acts or even answer my earnest official requests for explana- 
tion of such conduct. I said things like this cause great public 
dislike on the other side, and in the face of your announcement ' 
of inability to pay, we have learned recently of the German pur- 
chase of a hundred airplanes from American manufacturers' per 
month. This is so contradictory ! The Party people were looking 
too much at us and we parted. He showed much anxiety. 

Jun* 14. Thursday. There is much talk in the press about a 
spectacular meeting of Hitler and Mussolini in Venice today, 
and tomorrow. 1 can sec no possible objective except the en-> 
couragement of German and Italian peoples who are greatly 
concerned about the economic failure of their Fascist systems 
Goering laughed a little sarcastically when I said yesterday- 
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craft for war purposes What Germans call financial prostration 
seems not to be as actual or imminent as they make out Amen 
cans feel that prior obligations on bonds are being neglect 
without sufficient justification Von Bfilow was not quite at ease 
He understands full well the drift of opinion m. the Unit 
States and is in reality not satisfied with the policy of his own 
government, though he did not say so 

On the general commercial dilemma we are agreed Nations 
cannot set up hard and fast barriers and then expect 
of international debts He complained that the United Sta ^ 
had not allowed commercial negotiations to begin in April, as 
had in fact hoped while in Washington I said the outbreak 0^ 
fresh Jewish atrocities in Germany and public addresses of mg 
officials, lihe the one of Goebbels on May 12, had produced re- 
actions in the United States which had made Congression 
consent more difficult He assented I reminded him that since 
June 1 , 1 had been asking for explanations and promises whi 
* I might wire to Washington m the hope of easing off tnc 
excitement He said Dr Schacht and Dr Darre, of the Agp 
culture Ministry, always delayed such explanations and the 
Foreign Office could do nothing 

As I was about to go, I asked about the Venice conference. 
He said promptly “We declined the Far East pact with Russ'* 
and Poland which Litvinov urged because we are not armed an 
could not participate on equal and safe terms It involved 
Germans in a guarantee of the Baltic states' safety, and 
Czechoslovakia’s, against aggression of any kind ” It was pl* in 
that Hitler is not willing to allow these states with German 
minorities to maintain their independence 

Von Billow added, ‘ We wish to get a conference of the 
greater powers which signed the Kellogg pact to meet and agree 
to a peace pact including Germany, Trance, England, Italy and 
the United States ” I agree that such a substitute for the Lit- 
vinov "eastern Locarno pact" might be advisable Tins sup- 
ported the idea Von Ribbcntrop had suggested on Tnday 
Perhaps the Germans recognize the tembJe risks of their posi- 
tion and are sincere in their representations to Italy and 
France. Francois Poncet is still m Parts nnd perhaps » doing 
more there chan he could do here I left Von Balow' afte> 



MARCH 5 , 1934 TO JULY 8 , I 934 125 

forty minutes talk, not wholly convinced of any single 
thing 

June ig Tuesday Goenng today earned" hi3 wife’s remains 
to the tomb he had shown us a week before I had thought that 
the poor woman’s remains were already under the pile of 
Swedish marble he had shown me Not so , there was a second 
display with Hitler present, also many high officials of the 
Foreign Office and others There was an attack upon the car 
of Goenng’s chief lieutenant, according to press stones, but no 
one was scnously injured About the same time Goenng’s 
bodyguard refused to obey orders and was dismissed, the 
Prussian police being assigned this vital task 


June 20 Wednesday A copy of an address delivered at Mar- 
burg by Vice-Chancellor von Papen last Sunday was sent me by 
Junius Wood of the Chicago Daily News The address was a 
moderate and entirely reasonable cnticism of the Hitler autoc- 
racy It was made before the university which has been known 
for its opposition to Hitler’s religious coercions President von 
Hmdenburg had read the address before its delivery , he had 
telegraphed hearty approval But Goebbels, learning of its 
content, had suppressed the speech after the Frankfurter %e xlung 1 i 
and one Berlin paper had published parts of it 
There is now great excitement all over Germany All old and 
intellectual Germans are highly pleased We made copies of die 
address in English and mailed it to Washington Hitler’s emo 
tional speech near Munich on Monday is now better under- 
stood His visit to Von Hmdenburg, as reported for tomorrow, 
is a part of the excitement All guards of the leaders are said to 
e showing signs of revolt At the same time, aircraft practice 
ana military drills and manoeuvres are reported to be increas- 
ingly common sights by those who dnve about the country 


Thursday I learned this afternoon that the New 
JbLl * as T ked lhat lhc whole of Von Papen’s speech be 
Pap2cpuM^° ndCm and Pam PaPCrS arC fea , tunn S the Von 
M a p rcss conference given by Goebbels at 5 o’clock, Dr 
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You did not go to Venice, I see It is commonly said here that 

he expects to be the beneficiary of a putsch managed by the 

Reichswehr, and it may happen any time I see no way it could 

succeed 

June 15 Friday Von Ribbentrop, Hitler’s contact man for 
international problems, came to see me He talked a little about 
the Venice meeting but said nothing He then broached the sub 
ject of disarmament, concluding by saying Hitler would return 
to the League if France would only make some small conces 
sion I had talked with Francois Poncet to this end before he 
went away to Pans on June 23 Now the Chancellor’s agent re 
peated my point a little concession from France and then a re 
newal of the disarmament question Was he sounding me out? 

I then repeated "What I had said to Schmitt at Goenng’s tea 
party Von Ribbentrop pretended to be surprised and showed 
a good deal of concern as he went away 

After a walk in the Tiergarten, I sat down to lunch with 
a group of American visitors to Berlin Former Minister to 
Sweden Moorhead and his wife, convinced capitalists who do 
not know what was the cause of American disaster in 1929 , Dr 
and Mrs "Mapels of Wilmington, Delaware, and Professor and 
Mrs T V Smith of the philosophy faculty at the University 
of Chicago It was an interesting group of people differing 
widely on every possible subject, the Moorheads the most com 
placent and least informed, in spite of their great wealth and 
in spite of wide experience 

Moorhead said “Ten per cent of any people make the 
money, lead in every phase of life and should have unmolested 
control or public affairs ’ That certainly was Hoover s idea and 
Moorhead boasted of his relations with the discredited cx- 
President How different the views of Smith who teaches 
philosophy in Chicago 1 He is a near Socialist, but not oblivious 
of man’s long and cantankerous record m all ages 

June xS &afMda$ 1 vseA a- yreKrtrod. Vd/s <gru». 01 

Secretary Hull asking him to nominate R D W Connor of 
North Carolina to the President for appointment to a position 
now open in Washington National Archivist Connor has the 
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Schacht made another defence of the German moratorium and 
demanded a freer world trade if German debts are to be paid 
The audience showed intense interest I thought Schacht’s 
points were, in general, well taken , but his digs at England and 
America seemed to me rather mjwise in view of the helpless 
condition of Germany as compared to those countries Every- 
body “noted Von Papen’s presence and, at the close^as many 
people crowded around him as about Schacht, or even more 
He sat down at Goebbels’ table to take a cup of tea when the 
address was over and shook hands with Goebbels who after the 
Marburg speech would have ordered his prompt execution if 
Hitler and Von Hmdenburg had not intervened 

June S3 Saturday We had a luncheon where Sir Eric 
.Phipps, Dr Schmitt, and the widow of Gustav Stresemann were 
present There was no useful discussion except a long 'con- 
fidential talk between Schmitt and Sir Enc when the other 
guests were taking their coffee on the glassed in terrace which 
'fronts the beautiful garden in the rear of our house Lochner of 
the Associated Press and Miss Schultz of the Chicago Tribune 
talked about all the rumours, true and untrue, butno new de- 
cisions'were reported to have been made by the government 
n > jThe*5veek closes quietly but with great uneasiness At 6 30 
Ambassador Long called long distance from Rome, very anxious 
to know the state of things here I was surprised at his indis- 
cretion, but talked as freely as the eavesdropping of the German 
Secret Police would allow I said All is quiet here, there is a 
good deal of discussion of Von Papen’s speech He asked about 
the reaction to it and I said perhaps two-thirds of the people I 
am m contact with endorse it, there was a conference Sunda> 
at the President’s house at Ncudcck, there is no great dis- 
turbance in Germany that l know of as yet but a considerable 
tension in the atmosphere and some anxiety about Austria where 
there has been no improvement since the Venice conference 

This was perhaps too much to say but Long pressed questions 
I hungup the receiver a little anno>cd and uneasy I would not 
tlunk of calling the American Ambassador in Rome in the midst 
of impending events of great importance when the existence of 
the Mussolini regime was in question >«o wares in Europe, 
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England excepted, arc ever free of eavesdroppers when such 
talk is indulged in. I hope no ill Jesuits of this may come. 

June 24. Sunday. A quiet day. I spent one hour and a half in 
my office. I received a long, interesting letter from Norman 
Davis now jn London. He thinks Germany must return to the 
League or be ruined, also that England and the United States 
must unite in their attitudes on the Far East before the coming 
naval conference. „ 

June 28. Thursday. During the last five days, stories of many 
kinds have tended to make the Berlin atmosphere more tense ^ 
than at any time since I have been in Germany. I cabled 
Washington that the situation was much as it was in Paris in 
1792 when the Girondins and Jacobins were struggling For 
supremacy. The Von Papen speech was discussed every day. 
Hitler and Goering and Goebbels spoke almost every day 
attacking those who objected in any manner to the existing . 
regime. Goering and Hitler were together at the Krupp plant, 
in Essen today, and there was some comment on their apparent 
agreement against Von Papen. ^ 

June 29. Friday. We gave a luncheon At the usual hour. The t 
first arrival was Madame Cerruti, the wife of the Italian Am- 
bassador. She showed considerable nervousness. She sat on my 
right at the table and quickly indicated that her husband worked 
to the limit, that we were all on a volcano. “The Germans are 
again in the position of July, 1914; we may be plunged into 
war again ; these people are simply crazy.” I was not convinced 
hut felt concerned since it had been only a week since she had 
witnessed the conference of Mussolini and Hitler at Venice. 
Something was in the atmosphere. 

Across the table sat Von Papen on the right of my tvife. .On 
- the left was Ambassador Luther, just returned from Washing- 
ton, where State' Department officials had shown no liking for 
him when I was there. Secretary Hull had told Assistant Secre- 
tary of State R. Walton Moore that he must not have Luther 
to dine with me at Moore’s house April 15. But Luther was 
most charming today, witty, friendly to our President, and 
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humorous on the subject of our Congress Von Papen, however, 
was less talkative, reserved but good humoured 
When we arosfc Luther and Von Papen edged up to one 
another in the room adjoining the dining-room There was a 
rather tense attitude between the two I intervened and asked 
them to come with m*e to the sun parlour There Limburg 
Stirum, Minister from" the Netherlands, joined us and the con- 
versation turned to politics J remarked flerr von Papen, you 
and Dr, Goebbcls seemed to be quite fnendly at Hamburg the 
other day He laughed and said it was an agreeable occasion, 
the people were very enthusiastic in their greetings I then 
' alluded to the speech Von Papen had made the day before at 
some club and noted the fact that Hitler was absent, though 
expected to be present Luther and Limburg Stirum joined W 
a discussion of the speeches and hinted at differences in their 
attitudes There -was no favourable comment on Goebbels 
Von Papen said just as he was rising to go “Anyway I shall not 
be torpedoed " As the party broke up the Vice Chancellor and 
Luther went away together and in the same car 
K 

June 30 Saturday This afternoon as we sat down* to lunch 
about 2, William returned from a drive to Unter den Linden 
and reported that the streets were closed and that arrests had 
been made, at Chief of Staff Roehm’s headquarters, of SA 
officials There were rumours of violence in Munich 
It is clear some putsch or coup d’etat is on A rather uneasy 
evening followed I received today a formal note from Roehm’s 
office declining ftiy invitation to him for a dinner bn July 6 In 
view of the uncertainty of the situation, perhaps it was best he 
did not accept On the other hand, it might have meant some- 
thing more ominous than appeared on the surface His excuse 
was that he was to be away on a cure „ f ^ 

July 1 Sunday Although the papers say but little,* I learn 
from various sources that Hitler and Goebbels journeyed yester- 
day morning at 2 o’clock from God esberg in the Rhineland to 
Munich and there ordered the execution of two bfficials of the 
famous S.A troops. At six, he was at Wiessee, some forty miles 
away, where he went into Stabschef Roehm’s sleeping rooms and 
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ordered lus arrest and execution, Roehm’s guard failing to 
defend their chief He also ordered the death of several other 
diiefs of tire S.A. and returned to Berlin at 1.30 where Goering 
had already seized Roehm’s elaborate house and caused General 
von Schleicher to be lulled in his home.- Although the streets of 
Berlin gave no sign today of disorder, there were constant 
rumours of summary executions. Vice-Chancellor von Papen 
and his family were imprisoned in their house and his staff 
"were reported to be killed or imprisoned. We drove alittle too 
leisurely, perhaps, by his house this afternoon^ but on purpose. 

It was a strange day, with only ordinary news in the papers. r 

July 3. Tuesday. For two days, the excitement has been in- 
tense. Newspaper men came and went all day. They made sen- 
sational reports as the facts, of course, required. Some of them 
were, however, unsupported except by rumours. , 

Martha called Tuesday at the house of a German acquaint- 
ance wherd we had dined once. A strange telegram from Lon-„ 
don had been delivered to me by young Bdrard, personal 
intimate, of the Trench Ambassador, and I learned that this 
acquaintance, an able German liberal, was in London, that his 
house had been searched on Saturday at 8 and that the police 
had taken his son to a prison near the Anhalter Bahnhof where 
he had been held incommunicado since Saturday. X thought 
Martha might,help the family a little by calling and at the 
same, time not compromise the government in Washington. 

July 4. Wednesday. After a busy morning in the office, I ate 
lunch at the usual hour and drove to Dr. Schmitt’s to pay him a 
brief call as he has been ill a few days and was reported to be 
going atfhy on leave for a month or two. I knew that Hitler 
had visited him yesterday afternoon under heavy guard and 
was not sure but that Schmitt was about to resign for good. 

He showed that he had been seriously ill — overworked too 

and I did nohremain with him long. He tyas greatly troubled 
about the horrors of the last few days and asked what American 
opinion was.^I said; You can guess when I say, that if our Presi- 
dent were to arrest a_man without a warranted then put him * 
to death, he would be impeached and removed from office. 
x. ~ 
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Schmitt seemed not«to understand fully and 1 simply added 
Our people cannot imagine such things happening in their 
country as have "happened here * 

We talked a little about German economic distress and the 
health of my host He said he was leaving tonight and Would 
be away some five or six weeks and would then, comeback to his 
difficult task "He said he would like" to resign’but felt he must 
not do so for his country’s sake He did not 'mention Hitler’s- 
visit, but I think the Chancellor practically forbade him to re-' 
sign now I came away rather ^depressed , so* gdbd and 'true a 
man cdmpelled to serve under a regime which he considers 
murderous If he resigned I think he would be m danger of 
being killed * ^ ** c * 

noted that Schmitt did not repeat his invitation to my wife 
and ^myself to spend a week with him at his home in Bavana. 
It might endanger his life Since the attitude of the Nazi leaders 
is so 'violently anti foreign, close contact between diplomats 
and "Germans seem really dangerous at the moment Jie lives 
near -Berchtesgaden where Hitler spends about^ a third of his' 
time *If I were at Schmitt’s and did not offer to visit Hitler, jt 
would look partisan, “and I certainly would not ask to see any 
mSn who has committed a«score of murders the last few days 

We gave a big recepuon today, with at least 300 callers, some 
very interesting people, among them the musician Kreiflcr who 
tours the United States each year * There were others of almost* 
equal appeal, many of them showing concern about ^their 
position here, but none danng to mention events of the last 
five days We were really tired When the entertainment was 
over Newspapers went the limit in asking for photos'*', 

July 5 Thursday An eminent professor at the Um\ ersity of 
Berlin called at noon to talk with me about an address I was U> 
make llefofe the lustory faculty and students on the 13th Wc 
agreed that it would be best to call it off University professors * 
might be embarrassed or even endang'ered by my appearance 
among them at this time , and I might he made uncomfortable 
by some newspaper story tint might get into j>nnt 

He was greatly perturbed because of recent exents. lie said 
the London Times editorial on German) *£ return to medieval- 
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ism of July 3 was entirely true. He said '.“Poor Germany, she 
cannot recover in' decades to come. Ifl could go to any other 
or the greater countries, I would leave the university at once. 
Thai is how most professors and students feel: He says Hitler 
has hroused a savagery .and barbarism which he thought had 
long since disappeared. ~In"my opinion it is a curious quality of 
the Nazi mass mind here which passed away m'England with 
the Stuart kings in * 688."* ” y . * « 

July 6 . Friday? I .received a cable from Secretary Hull this ' 
morning "asking me to 1 protest to the German Government 
against the payment of British creditors of Germany, under the 
D awes-Ybung -plan, and the announced purpose not' to pay 
American creditors under the same plan. I have protested three, 
times before about these discriminations and they have had no 
effect at .any time, 'for the German exports to the United States 
are only,, one-fourth of American exports to Germany. While 
debts ate valid and Interest is due, German balances are utterly , 
"uh equal to_thc payment of obligations. , 

At 5.30,*l*sat down*with Von Neurath and handed him 
Hull's telegram. Both of us were embarrassed. He knew Ger- 
many had done wrong to promise the payment Of English, dehts 
and not' pay American ; I knew the same ; both of us knew Ger- * 
many ’Could not pay even the English debt. She must promise 
“* to do so in the hope of preventing England from joining France 
in case bf war which might come any day, if the wilder elements 
of Germany ‘jjet the upper hand. He asked me to say he was 
sorry and would pay, if any" reserves were available, but these 
are not^at all probable. The Reichsbank shows' a worse con- 
dition every week. 

When this disagreeable, impasse was over, .1 asked a question 
.about the recent atrocities.’ .Von Neurath said Hitler, Goering 
and Goebbels were to have been killed last Saturday and that 
- all the Cabinet members were to have been put in jail. Von 
Schleicher and Rochm'were to have been the chiefs in a hew 
putsch and S.A\ men were to ha\e taken over the governing 
forces He added this would have mcant.civil war.' I said little, 
merely asking if Hitler how really listened to him and other 
wiser men ofrtie regime. He said:. “Yes.” I returned to the 
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office' and wired Secretary Hull at once about this curious 

conversation. * 

Charles R.. Crane and his son, Richard, came to an informal 
dinner. Baron von Billow, Admiral Spindler, retired naval com- 
mander and author of a three-volume history of the German 
navy in the World War, and ihree or four others were present. 
I had asked the Crown Prince, General Goering, Minister of 
Education. Rust, Ambassador Nadolny and ex-Min istcr^ von 
Ktihlmann, all of whom for curious'but unavowed reasons de- 
clined. I knew the Crown Prince wished to come, but he has 
been under government observation since June 30. Goering 
had directed the killing of opponents for a week, more than 
seventy-five people in all, and it was a relief that he did not 
appear. 'I don’t know what I would have done if he had. Am- 
bassador Nadolny, dismissed from his post in Moscow because 
he had tried to get a commercial treaty adopted -between 
the two countries, was 'deliberately out of the country. Rust 
never replied to my invitation and Von Ktihlmann was in 
South Germany. The Cranes understood" the absences, though 
they did not 'criticize all * the ruthless* terrorism of* recent 
measures. ' - * 

The moment I sat down to eat, the telephone Vang. I an- . 
swered and was told that a New York Times photographer, 
who had been taking pictures of our house and’all members of 
the family, was under arrest because the car he drove happened' 
to bear the number of a car which had been seen at General 
von Schleicher’s house before he was killed. I called the Consul- 
Gefifcra] and asked him to make contact with police officials and 
secure the release of the American employee, although he was 
a German, unless some crime were proved or charged. Consul 
Geist went about his task. When we were finishing dinner Gcist 
and Bircliall of the Times called to announce that the man was 
released. It is a rather tense atmosphere when such dungs are 
happening all the time, even though not'to Americans. But the 
dinner went off well and the elder Crane was very amusing — 
telling stories all evening. * 

A curious incident of the week: On July 4, when I learned 
that Vice-Chancellor von Papcn had been released from_prijon, 

I sent a brief note cxprcssing^my good wishes and saying I 
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would call if he thought it would be agreeable. The note was 
in an Embassy envelope and it was delivered by messenger. By 
mistake it was left at the office of the Vice-Chancellor. On the 
5thfthe son of Von Papen called and I asked if Ins father had 
received my letter. v He said : “No.” I then sent a messenger to 
the man who had receipted the letter to askwhat he had done 
■with it. He referred to a police officer in the room from which 
office furniture was being taken. The police official-said it had 
been sent to the Secret Police. This is typical Nazi behaviour. . 
Tins is the second letter of mine that has been opened before 
delivery. - 

July 7. Saturday. I was in the office until noon. In the after- 
noon at 4 o’clock we drove to the home of Professor Erich 
Marcks, my old Leipzig professor, and there had tea and talked 
for 'an 'hour. He and his' son, an officer in the Reichswehr, 
showed uneasiness and sorrow. Marcks’ older son had been 
private secretary to General von Schleicher some years ago, and 
all the- family were glad to know^their older son was thus far 
safe; They, had received a letter on the 6th very carefully 
worded but showing the safety of the older son, now a higher 
. officer of the ReichsweKr in Munster. 

July 8. Sunday, f received a telegram from Secretary Hull 
'asking me to see German officials and try once more to correct 
their attitudes on debt payments. The American public does 
not understand debt problems and the Secretary feels compelled 
to keep prodding Berlin foreign officials. I shall go again* to 
the Foreign Office tomorrow and see if any possible satisfaction 
can be given. 1 see no way out except a frank moratorium. 

I had a curious illustration today of German nalvct& in treat- 
ing foreign .problems. The Carl Schurz Foundation, supported 
by government aid, had arranged a dinner today at the Auto- 
mobile Club. I had agreed to attend the preliminary reception. 
But the president of the foundation, asked me if I would make 
a short speech about Von Hindenburg if he opened the talk 
after dinner with an address on President Roosevelt. At such a 
moment a German speech by a Nazi leader on Roosevelt would 
have been most unwelcome, but a reply bv me on Von Hinden- 
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burg after his approval of the murders of the last few days 
would have started nation-wide indignation. I refused, and to 
avoid any possible embarrassment I declined also to attend the 
dinner. ^ ^ 

In such matters even the best'of Germans are easily misled. 
Germany is tense in every section. The outside world is almost 
entirely hostile. There are fifty American guests at this same 
dinner this moment. They are all nervous and some of them 
said to me this afternoon that they had requested that no press 
announcement be made of the reception and dinner because 
they are aware of an easy misunderstanding in America. I can 
think of no country where the psychology is so abnormal as that 
which prevails here now. Frenchmen seemed to me in ig28 
almost as “crazy.” 

My task here is to work for peace and better relations. I do 
not see how anything can. be done so long as Hitler, Goering 
and Goebbels are the dirccting*heads of the country, Never 
have I heard or read of three more unfit men in high place. 
Ought I to resign? v 



IV 


July g, ig34 to September /, 1334 

July 9. Monday. I learned this morning that Professor Mors- 
bach, who had invited American professors and students to 
travel about Germany For a month and who had managed the 
foreign student exchange fellowships, is in prison and in danger 
of being killed. He happened to be an acquaintance, perhaps 
a friend, of Roebm, S.A. Stabschef lulled at Wiessce, near 
Munich, on June 30. A committee of the Carl Schurz Founda- 
tion visitors tells me the Americans are amazed that their host 
is thus persecuted, without proof, at the very moment of their 
arrival. They ask if I can do anything. Morsbach being a 
German citizen, I have no authority or rights in the case. 
v But the unusual aspects in the case led me to call acting Consul- 
General Geist and commission him to make inquiries and report 
to the American travellers. 

July 11, Wednesday. Mr. Geist reported that Professor Mors- 
bach is in a concentration camp near Wittenberg. His hair was 
clipped close to the skin ; his clothing was that of a field hand, 
with the large letter L on his shirt-front (the name of the camp 
begins with L — Landsberg) ; he had not been allowed to shave 
since his incarceration. There were 300 sterilized German 
workers in the camp, men Geist, in the presence of police 
officials who bad driven him to the lonely camp and the super- 
intendent of the prison, was about to say farewell to Morsbach, 
the persecuted professor said : “Please give my regards to asd 
thank the American Ambassador.” Geist said there were 
strange, surprised expressions on every face. 

. Thursday. We had forty of the Carl Schurz Founda- 

tion visitors at our house for a reception. It was an interesting 
and distinguished company. Reports of courtesies and atten- 
tions from the German semi-officials who had shown them 
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around Berlin and ancient Potsdam were many and appre- 
ciative, but all said “Strange, we can hear nothing about the 
homble deeds or about public attitudes from anybody Nobody 
ventures a remark and no newspaper gives any of the facts ” 

The party adjourned at 6 30 and we went an hour later to 
dinner at Fritz Kreisler’s marvellous house in Dahlem Kreisler 
is forbidden to conduct or give concerts m Germany because he 
is a Jew There were German and American guests but no one 
mdulged in any frank discussion about anything but the United 
States and the subject of art, which I said was about to collapse 
in Europe 

Strange, is it not, that Germany has had no great literary 
light since Goethe, England no great writers since the World 
War, the United States not a great historian since Henry 
Adams, not a great writer since Mark Twain , and few great 
artists anywhere of genuine creative character? Kreisler, who 
enthusiastically showed me a signed portrait of Mussohm, said, 
“It is all because we have democratic government everywhere, 
except at present in Germany and Italy, where there has not yet 
been time to develop masters under dictatorial power ” A state- 
ment like this is false, because all great writers and historians 
have been developed m spite of dictatorships and patronage, not 
because of them 

A good German woman who is a close friend of the Kreislers 
took pains to show me a portrait of her baby, a sturdy, healthy- 
looking child of six months, and made a point more than once 
of the Hohenzollem dogma (even more Hitler s dogma) 
“Women’s business is Kirclie, Kinder and Ktlche (church, 
children and kitchen) ** She looked quite equal to the under- 
taking I did not argue the matter 

July 13 Friday A busy day At 9 30 I gave an interview to 
an American group who insisted on some explanation of Hitler 
Germany I devoted an hour to them as all were teachers or 
writers at home Some statements made were confidential and 
.given with the iixy&yxtandiq" .that J war .tw .to -hr .tqnanted Xo 
an> one I shall sec perhaps some echoes in the American press 
later but so far almost all who have come to me and with whom 
I ha\ e talked frankly, hat e kept faith I have no complaints to 
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make of anybody, 'though I have given facts and judgments that 
would certainly give trouble if they were known to have come 
from .me. 

This evening at 8 o’clock, the Chancellor is to proclaim to the 
world in the old Reichstag building, restored after last year’s 
burning, the reasons for the murders which he has perpetrated 
since June 29. Everybody looks forward to the meeting with 
great interest or seems to do so. I decided last Tuesday that I 
would never again attend an address of the Chancellor or seek 
an interview for myself except upon official grounds. I have a 
sense of horror when I look at the man. Consequently on 
Wednesday afternoon when I visited Sir Eric Phipps, British 
Ambassador here, and he asked : “Are you going to hear the 
Chancellor on Friday?”, I replied: No. He said, rather 
humorously, he thought it would be “a grand show, all kinds 
of flashlights, photographers and pomp.” But I replied: He is 
such a horror to me, I cannot endure his presence. 

* After discussing British-American debt relations and de- 
claring to him that the English creditors ought not to demand 
preferential treatment over American creditors to whom the 
Germans owe twice as much under the Dawes-Young plan as 
to the English, I asked: Do you not think the British act of 
Parliament compelling bankrupt Germans to pay was pushed 
through by interested parties without due .consideration? He 
agreed, though he added : “I have no authority at all to discuss 
matters officially. Still, I think you are right and it would be 
better for international relations for England and France to 
accept the German moratorium in the same spirit as the 
Americans.” He agreed to discuss the matter in Downing 
Street when he returned next week. I said I would wire the gist 
of our conversation to the State Department where public 
opinion presses very hard for equal treatment. 

On Friday afternoon, I had a walk with the French Ambas- 
sador, Fran^ois-Poncet, in the Tiergarten, the only really peace- 
ful spot I have access to, outside my home, at the moment. He 
was incensed at the German charges that he had conspired with 
Von Schleicher and Roehm, and at the failure of the Foreign 
Office officials here to force public disavowal on the part of 
Goering or Gotbbels. He gave me his interpretation of the so- 
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called “conspiracy of foreign powers” in the German Reich He 
knew von Schleicher fairly well , he had dined with him and 
Roehm , and there had been talk of pressure on Hitler and the 
French Government for a sensible agreement on disarmament 
That was all 

I had declined to call on the Ambassador today because I 
feared the fact of my visiting the British yesterday plus a visit 
to the French today would be observed by the Germans and in- 
terpreted as an effort on my part to persuade the Ambassadors 
to remain at home when the Chancellor made his speech That 
was the reason we walked an hour in the famous park But 
Fran^ois-Poncet told me as we parted . “I shall not attend the 
address ” And he went on to say that conditions are so acute 
that “I would not be surprised any time to be shot on the streets 
of Berlin ’Because of this my lvde remains m Pans The Ger- 
mans hate us so and their leadership is so crazy ” 

I have not felt myself in danger, though I know the leaders 
here cannot like me my whole philosophy of life is so different 
and they must know it Eminent German professors and leaders 
of the old order come to me in all confidence and tell me facts 
and attitudes that would cause their deaths if known Poor fel- 
lows However, they do not know the real cause of Germany’s 
reign of terror the failure of the 1848 movement to resolve it- 
self mto^a democratic parliamentary system and the failure of 
Bismarck jto wean his Prussians away from the military brutal 
ism hallowed by the successes of Frederick the Great Bismarck 
hadthechance attheendofthe 1866 war, again m 1871 when he 
had all power and could have refused to annex Alsace-Lorraine 
Frederick III might have served Germany, but a cancer of the 
throat took him away within a year after his accession to the 
throne No historian has seen this, not even m republican 
Germany of 1919-7933 

At 8 o’clock we turned on the radio and heard Hitler’s heated 
and emotional story of the conspiracy to lake his life and of his 
necessary killing of the “traitors ” Roehm who had been in jail 
with him for months m 1923 and who fought with him through 
the long brutal struggle lor the oxerthrow of republican 
Germany, was the major traitor in all the manoeuvres o! 
April, Ma) and June. Von Schleicher was the next criminal, 
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Und with them foreign representatives were supposed to have 
intrigued There is some doubt m my mind that Roehm 
planned the overthrow of Hitler and the death of several 
members of the Cabinet 

Hitler told the world that Roehm had raised 12,000,000 
marks and spent them in his wicked cause Of course Roehm 
had no chance to deny anything, nor any of his fnends The 
statement that Germans who sat in conference with foreign 
representatives in Germany, keeping secret what was said, were 
traitors and to be killed did not improve troubled relations out- 
side I was glad I did not go to the -meeting where artificial 
applause was vociferous and where, it was clear even over the 
radio, all the Germans were frequently rising and giving the 
Hitler greeting The Chancellor retired from the building at 
10 o’clock, everybody cheering except the diplomats 

July 14 Saturday I had lunch with Dr Schacht at the 
Reichsbank, a famous state dining-room Finance Minister 
Schwenn Krosigk was present too He had been reported to be 
under arrest some days before He was present at the Chan- 
cellor’s meeting last night but he said nothing I knew what he 
thought Schacht said he too was reported to be shot I walked 
home with Counsellor John C White, and had a quiet afternoon 
and evening, writing two hours on my Old South ^ 

July 75 Sunday In the office at noon, Vice-Chancellor von 
Papen called and sat for half an hour describing the terror of 
the last two weeks His confidential assistant, Von Bose, was 
shot for possible contact with Von Schleicher He was much 
excited and asked that I should not report- anything he said 
either to the press or to the State Department in Washington 
Hitler had been an hour with him yesterday begging him to 
remain in the Cabinet and to co-operate Von Papen said he 
could not promise anything at the moment He also indicated 
his hatred of Goenng and Goebbels and said he demanded 
proof of the guilt of his assistant who had been killed and others 
who were put into prison their heads shaved, with no know- 
ledge of what would happen to them from day to day This was 
Hitler’s treatment of all who are suspected of disloyalty Von 
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Papen was also very cntical of Von Neurath who “never does 
anything ” As Von Papen’s car stood at the Chancery nearly 
an hour, the American press learned the fact and cabled their 
papers The German Secret Police probably know more by now 

July 16 Monday I lunched at home with the Russian Am- 
bassador who is going home for good next Sundays His name is 
pronounced Khinchuck, though I do not think it is spelled that 
way He is not a communist though he fights valiandy for the 
cause 

The British Ambassador, Sir Enc Phipps, was also present 
as was Mr Harry Hopkms, confidant, it seems, of President 
Roosevelt Sir Enc was as non communicative as ever Mr 
Hopkms was engaging and rather glad we had not arranged an 
interview with Hitler according to his telegraphed request He 
said he would be ashamed to shake hands with such a murderer 

Another guest, George Hamson, president of the New York 
Federal Reserve Bank, was more liberal m philosophy than I 
had expected, but very much concerned about Germany's being 
commanded by England to pay 6 and 7 per cent interest on the 
hundred million dollar Dawes-Young loans, while the United 
States creditors under the same plan to the extent of two 
hundred millions receive nothing He journeys home m two 
days with Montagu Norman, president of the Bank of England 
Norman ^thinks the British Government made a mistake m 
demanding preferential treatment 

At 5 *30 I presented the U S Government protest against 
payment to British creditors if Amen cans cannot be paid Von 
Neurath was as concerned as I was I know is ell Germany 
cannot pay any of her obbgations if conditions continue as now 
I stayed with the Minister only ten minutes 

JJnly *7 Tuesday At Francois Poncet’s luncheon in honour of 
Khinchuck, there was Sir Enc Phipps, also the Spanish Ambas- 
sador It was a most correct and protocol affair The conversa- 
tion at the table was more about history linn present conditions 
in Europe When w e all stood for a half hour in the grand re- 
ception room, Sir Enc called me aside to ask if I did not think 
the diplomatic corps should send tharjJcan, the Papal Nuncio, 
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to the German Foreign Office in October to know whether we 
should not all refuse to entertain any German, officials at our 
housd in view of the Chancellor’s denunciation of Germans 
who attended diplomatic entertainments I agreed we should 
make such a move and then \ added I think we should all 
agree too on the limitations of large dinners and receptions 
He agreed We shall see what comes of it Certainly Germans 
fear now to be seen at a diplomat’s house 

July 19 Thursday Mattie, my wife, and I sat down to dinner 
with the bankers at the Mann mansion in Dahlem To my 
surprise, Von Ribbentrop, Hitler's confidential negotiator, was 
present He was a little nervous, talked of a visit to the United 
States next October, and also stressed the fact that the U S 
has 8 billions of gold and Germany only 20 millions 1 “How can 
your people ever suffer ? * 

We came home impressed again with the bankers’ fear of 
German collapse No one has any confidence in Hitler’s ability 
to direct German affairs 

, July 22 Sunday Today I spent two hours m the Embassy 
office Ax \i 30, I took a half hour’s walk in the Tier gar ten 
where one saw the agreeable effects of the rain which had fallen 
the night before, though all the elms, blighted by some strange 
disease, showed no signs of improvement At 1 30, we sat down 
to Sunday dinner with Herr Diehn and several professors .and 
others, including their wives Although no one liked to talk 
frankly before Diehn, there was general and bitter criticism of 
the Hitler regune and its barbarism, unparalleled since the 
Middle Ages One professor and his wife lingered a long time 
and were the most sorrowful of all about the Germany in which 
they live I was a little surprised in view of the dangers in- 
volved in case anyone should report on them 

July 24 Tuesday Mattie, William and I all went to dinner 
at the house of Von Ribbentrop We arrived at 8 10 at his 
beautiful home in Dahlem with a marvellous lawn m the rear 
The guest of honour was Ambassador Cerruti of Italy, peculiarly 
silent all evening Henry Mann and his wife were also guests 
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Mann, former Nazi enthusiast, showed no patience with the 
Hitler regime now. He told us that about July i a neighbour of 
his was coaxed out of his house, misled to Mann’s house and 
there murdered. The dead body remained on Mann’s front 
door steps one whole day. Then it was removed and Mann’s 
servants were ashed by the police to wash up the blood. 

Another strange fact: Count HelIdor£ Chief of Police of 
Potsdam, had been reported as shot to death on June 30. We 
were amazed to be introduced to “Count Helldorf, Chief of 
Police of Potsdam.” He showed himself a rather silent figure in 
Nazi uniform, his wife sitting on my left and talking a good 
deal about the wisdom of Hitler’s sterilization law, and the need 
of sterilizing all Negroes in the United States. “If you do not 
do this, the Negroes will one day own the country. White 
people are not increasing since immigration is not allowed.” 
After the party left the table Countess Helldorf talked again 
about the vicious Jews who never work and who never live in a 
country where the population cannot be exploited by them. 
The Count himself joined his wife in this. The Italian Am- 
bassador remained silent. 

I was surprised and a little affronted at the presence at the* 
dinner of young James Lee, son of Ivy Lee, the clever big busi- 
ness propagandist who has been trying for a year or more to sell 
the Nazi regime to the American public. A House of Represen- 
tatives investigation, organized by Dickstein, revealed that Ivy 
Lee has been receiving $33,000 a year for this work. Why did 
Vdn Ribbentrop invite Helldorf and Lee to meet us? 

We returned, quite tired and disgusted, at 11 o'clock. I 
had a good .baked apple and a glass of milk before I went to 
sleep. 

_ July 25. Wednesday. A busy day preparing, reading, and 
signing reports for Washington. A fantastic story came to me 
of an alleged Jewish-H oh enzollem conspiracy last winter and 
spring to put Hitler out of power, with »2, 000, 000 marks sent 
over by Jews. The Crown Prince was mixed up in the affair 
and tailed too much. Coering’s Secret Police learned of the in- 
trigues. Roehm and Von Schleicher w ere invotv etl. Von Fapen 
carried the story to Von Hindenbcrg who compelled Slider at 
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last to act, which resulted in the June 30 terror. I think the idea 
in reporting this fantasy to me was an attempt to deceive me 
■with this sort of history of the terror. 

At 5 o’clock while I was talking with a committee of Ameri- 
can municipal reformers here studying German city life. Consul 
Geist called me on the telephone and reported a conversation 
he had just had wi th Minister Messersmith in Vienna. A putsch 
of the German Nazis in Austria had been on for five hours. 
Dollfuss was overthrown and promised to surrender his powers. 

A little later the Heimwehr, Dollfuss* supporters, released the 
Austrian dictator who at once'retracted all his promises. 

I asked Geist to walk home with me. He came and as we 
strolled along the canal towards home, I told him how unwise 
it was for Messersmith to talk over the long distance with the 
Consulate here. With Messersmith known as very hostile to the 
Nazis, and both of us watched all the time, such indiscretion 
might be considered by the Germans as a sort of intrigue of our 
diplomatic work which would do both of us and our government 
harm. I had warned Messersmith before he went to Vienna, but 
1 had not sufficiently warned Geist. 

** July 26. Thursday. A very busy day. I sent two telegrams to 
Washington explaining the putsch against the Austrian Govern- 
ment by the Nazi conspirators. 

The attack upon Austria, from all evidence, was supported if 
not planned by the German Propaganda Ministry, fast 
February Ernst Han&taengl told me that he brought what f vas 
practically an order from Mussolini that Germans must leave 
Austria alone, and that Theodor Habicht, the German agent in- 
Munich for Austrian annexation, must be dismissed an cl silenced. ' 
In May and June, Mussolini pretended to be in accord with 
the German anti-French, anti-Russian policy, and June 18, at 
Venice, Hitler was reported to have promised Mussolini to 
leave Austria alone. At any rate, great ado was made in the 
German press about the friendly accord of the two “greatest 
statesmen” of Europe.* On June 30 came the Hitler murder of 
“traitors” and their assistants. 

Mussolini, who had murdered even more Italians than Hitler 
has thus far murdered Germans, allowed his press to denounce 
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Hitler unmercifully On Monday, July 23, after repeated 
bombings in Austria by Nazis, a boat loaded with explosives 
was seized on Lake Constance by the Swiss police It was a 
shipment of German bombs and shells to Austria from some 
arms plant That looked ominous to me, but events of the kind 
had been so common that I did not report it to Washington 

Today evidence came to my desk that last night, as late as 
eleven o’clock, the government issued formal statements to the 
newspapers rejoicing at the fall of Dollfuss and proclaiming 
the Greater Germany that must follow The German Minister 
in Vienna had actually helped to form the new Cabinet He 
had, as we now know, exacted a promise that the gang of 
Austrian Nazi murderers should be allowed to go into Germany 
undisturbed But it was realized about is o’clock that, although 
Dollfuss was dead, the loyal Austrians had surrounded the 
government palace and prevented the organization of a new 
Nazi regime They held the murderers prisoners The Ger 
man Propaganda Ministry therefore forbade publication of the 
news sent out an hour before and tried to collect all the re 
leases that had been distributed A copy was brought to me 
today by a fnend 

All the German papers this morning lamented the cruel 
murder and declared that it was simply an attack of discon 
tented Austrians, not Nazis News from Bavaria shows that 
thousands of Austrian Nazis living for a year m Bavaria on 
German ■’support had been .active for ten days before, some 
^getting across the border contrary to law, all drilling and making 
'ready to return to Austria The German propagandist Habicht 
•was still making radio speeches about the necessity of annexing 
‘ th^'ancicnt realm of the Hapsburgs to the Third Reich, in 
spite of all the promises of Hitler to silence him But now 
that the drive has failed and the assassins are in prison in 
' Vienna, the German Government denounces all who say 
there was any support from Berlin 

I think it will be clear one day that millions of dollars and 
many arms have been pouring into Austria since the spring 
of *933 Once more the whole world is condemning the Hitler 
regime No people in all modem history has been quite so un 
popular as Nazi Germany This stroke completes the picture 
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I expect to read a series of bitter denunciations in the American 
papers when they arrive about ten days from now. 

July sQ . Saturday. I have been requested to visit all con- 
sulates in Germany and make reports as to work done and the 
character and size of the staffs. Consul Geist is now visiting 
Breslau, Bremen and Hamburg for me. Later I shall go to 
Leipzig, Dresden, Munich, Stuttgart, Frankfurt and Cologne. 

There is great need of drastic change in Hamburg where 
United States imports and German exports have fallen the last 
twq years by more than half. The consuls at Hamburg are 
practically" useless^Tleast one-third of them. It’s a character- 
istic attitude of the time for men to live off the government. 

A Jewish Rabbi, Morris Lazaron from Baltimore, came to 
see me this morning. He had letters from Messersmith and 
others. He is a friend of Felix and Max Warburg and hopes 
to make contact with the Foreign Office people here and see if 
a more sensible Jewish policy cannot be adopted. He shows no 
signs of Jewish characteristics in his ways or countenance, nor 
is he a self-conscious person, but he handed me about a dozen 
letters to different people here which seemed to show quite 
ambitious purposes. I counselled him to go slowly. He might 
do harm if not careful. Max Warburg is in Hamburg waiting 
for possible signs from Berlin. I told Lazaron to be sure he 
gave a correct picture of things here to Warburg so as to avoid 
any appearance to the Germans of a campaign on my part in 
co-operation with these men which might embarrass Foreign 
Office officials who have been wise and considerate evef since L 
have been here. Hitler has promised me so much and done so 
little that I could not give anyone very much encouragement. , 

July 29. Sunday. I spent all day working on the Old South , 
the most difficult chapter of all thus far, VIII, in which I ex- 
plain the Stuart colonial policy and the troubled era in Western 
Europe as far as commerce and economic exploitation were 
concerned. I have written this chapter three times. I hope this 
, is the last. There was a most remarkable group of leaders in 
England contending sharply with Louis XIV and Tean de 
Witt. 
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July 30. Monday’ At “4 o’clock I made a call on Limburg- 
Stirum to learn, if I could, whether the Netherlands and Eng- 
■ land had come to any agreement as JO the Far East or on 
co-operation with Belgium In -ease of war between France and 
Germany. We talked freely about the first subj’ect and he said : 
“No; and I fear we are not going to be able to agree with the 
Japanese, now in Batavia, as to our commercial proposals. It 
was a mistake to have the negotiations in Batavia, for it put us 
at a disadvantage and gave the Japanese a chance, which they 
are surely using, to stir up trouble with our colonials in Java.’ 
He then expressed the fear that Japan would force the Chinese 
into submission before England and the United States came to 
a common policy in that vast region. 

“England and Holland are on the best of terms,” he said, 
which was no direct answer to my query. I came away, however, 
fairly well convinced that the Netherlands are included in the 
recent statement of policy whereby England agrees to regard 
the Rhine as her eastern frontier in ease continental war breaks 
out. This means, if true, the completcst encirclement Germany 

has ever known. 

■ 

July 31. Tuesday. Senator Thomas of Utah came in this 
morning. He was not slow in letting me know that he is inter- 
ested in,Mormon missionary work in Germany and that he is 
travelling as OberlaenderFellow with the best wishes of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. He is about sixty years old, was formerly a 
college, teacher hnd is now a member of the United States 
‘‘Senate" Foreign Relations Committee. I was favourably im- 
pressed. al though it has always been hard for me to understand 
*hoW a man of intellectual distinction can be interested in Mor- 
mon missionary work. There are a number of Mormons in 
Germany and Hider has not dissolved their organizations or 
expelled 'their active preachers. There are other than religious 
aspects to Hitler’s let-up on the Mormons. 

August 1. Wednesday. Paul Block, owner of the Pittsburgh 
'Post-Gazette and the Toledo Blade and_of seven other influential 
newspapers in United States industrial regions, including New 
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York, called and talked for half an hour about his earnest help 
of Roosevelt in 1932 and his doubtful support now. 

Ambassador Luther 'Called this ^afternoon. He was a good * 
deal amused when I showed him'a copy of our Consul’s - accfiunt 
of Luther’s clever remarks at a Cologne dinner some weeks * 
before. Although Luther is very unpopular in Washington, he 
shows me every time I see him an appealing trait : frank, # 
intelligent mental attitudes which few German officials here 
venture to show. In order to emphasize this trait in Lttther I 
forwarded the Consul’s report to Under-Secretary Phillips. 

Although the Ambassador was in most things frank and 
interesting, neither he nor I mentioned the high officials in 
the regime here. I am sure he has no sympathy with the Hitler 
brutality and he knows I am most uncomfortable in an atmos- 
phere so unnatural in a highly civilized country, which all men 
have been disposed to consider Germany in spite of the Hitler 
regime. - t _ 

Both Luther and I agreed that payment of American creditors 
depends entirely upon the revival of German-American 
trade winch both peoples are not ready to make possible. Why 
American bankers induced their hundreds of thousands ' of 
clients to buy two billions of German bonds or why they 
granted such huge short-term credits between 1924 and 1930, 

I cannot understand on any other grounds than that they were 
willing to risk their people’s savings in order to make, huge 
profits themselves. . ^ 

Luther and I parted company in better understanding than 
ever before, though I could go only half-way with him in hiV 
denunciations of the Treaty of Versailles which was not so bad * 
as the United States coercion of the broken South in '1865-69-.* 
which resulted in a fifty-year economic, oipyession. of. *hat«. 
region worse than anything Germany has suffered. 

August 2. Thursday. I went to the office early. A few-minutes 
' after I arrived, the news of Von Hindenburg’s Heath was 
announced. At 10 a.m. Hitler sat down with his Cabinet. They 
quickly agreed to a “statute” making the Fuehrer President 
without any change of his status as Chancellor. The President 
of the Third Reich, Leader of the National Socialist Party, 
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and Chancellor of the Reich arc now all united m one person 
the adolescent Austrian who started the putsch business in 1923 
and who Ins killed hundreds of opponents m order to consoli- 
date h;f powers " * * 

*■ All this was done now in one hour, every member of the 
Cabinet nsing and baling Hitler when he finished his state 
x ment of his new position It was also decreed that the Reichs 
wehr, the old military folk, must take an oath of allegiance to 
Hitler at once No time was allowed for any opposition or for 
the possible putsch m Berlin which so many people had ex- 
pected and many thousands had, doubtless, prayed for 
At 12 o'clock, I went to the Foreign Office, left my card 
and signed the usual book of condolence to the German people 
for the loss of thar single distinguished soul, so far as we 
know present German souls As I stood in the room the 
Japanese Ambassador came m, very obsequious in bearing 
towards me In a little while he told me of his visit to Von 
Hmdenburg a week or two before and of a long talk It was 
astonishing No member of the German Cabinet exception 
Neurath had been allowed to visit Neudeck since July zi, not 
even his close friend, Von Papen How strange for the Japanese 
to have been there 1 When we had signed the book, I noticed 
(he Japanese had arranged to see Von Neurath who had re 
turned only the day before None of the other ambassadors or 
ministers had appointments to see the Foreign Secretary This 
docked to me a little unusual too 

August 3 Friday I must not omit to mention a luncheon 
yesterday at home where Senator Thomas, Rabbi Lazaron and 
’ President Clifton Gray of Bates College, with Mrs Thomas 
and our family^ made up the group There has not been better, 
freer conversation since we have been here The Mormon 
spoke frankly of Mormon minority unreasonableness Dr 
Gray, the Baptist divine and Rabbi Lazaron were equally 
frank Lazaron is here to feel out possibilities for the Warburgs 
and others who regret Rabbi Wise's extreme atutudes Not 
-much prospect here 1 “believe 

Today Dr Gray brought five or six leading Baptist divines 
to the office to assess their situation in Berlin at this critical 
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moment. Some fifteen hundred preachers and leaders are here 
for a week’s discussion of the Baptist situation. This conference ^ 
was set a year before Hitler came to power. Their leading sub- 
jects for discussion are,: nationaliShl'and race groups; freedom 
of religious opinion ; and self-government in church life. These ■ 
subjects can hardly be touched upon without challenging Nazi 
opposition. According to the Nazi view, all religions in Gcr- 
many must be merged into one state church; no such^thing 
as freedom of conscience is possible; and local government^ of 
any sort is close to treason. Free speech in Germany now is an 
invitation to be shot. 

How these Baptist preachers are to function I cannot guess. 
But Dr. Gray and others discussed their problems frankly and 
asked my comment, also my assessment of their plan which is to 
go on as though no change had come over Germany. When 
they were about to leave they asked me to attend their meeting 
and take a seat on the platform. Thinking the matter over a 
little, X declined for the time. It would look too much like a 
challenge to all German official life to which I am accredited. 
Yet X was reared a Baptist and am still a non-active member 
at Hyde Park, Chicago. Perhaps I should go and show once 
more what sort of man America believes is entitled to live un- 
disturbed. I will decide after the Hindenbuxg burial. 

I called at the Foreign Office to leave President Roosevelt’s 
message to the German Government and nation on this sad 
occasion. Von Neurath, whom I was to have seen, delegated. 
Von Bulow to receive me. We talked a few minutes about Von 
Hindenburg’s ideas and qualities of mind, especially as they 
had been revealed when I was presented to him on August ag, 
*933- Von BOlow had been present and Von Hindenburg gave 
me ten or fifteen minutes free conversation, unprecedented 2 
was told. What he said on international relations and cultural 
contacts with the United States would be a sensation if printed 
now, and would anger Hitler but delight Germany. . ■ 

In the afternoon, the British Ambassador called, just re- 
turned from his vacation in the Wiltshire hills, and also just 
“returned from a Von Neurath interview. He said Von Neurath 
had told him that he feared Hitler did not know what the 
assumption of presidential powers really meant, but according 
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to all reports Von Ncurath haled Hitler yesterday when 
supreme powers were taken on I have never* seen evidence that 
“ die Secretary ever resists the arbitrary conduct of the Fuehrer 
rSirEncacknowledged that England bad declared her eastern 
border tvas the Rhine “What else could we dd ? ” He thinks 
- Hitler Ivould gladly go to war if he had the power and there- 
fore that all Europe must keep united against Germany, which 
seems^ to me to be necessary if Europe is not to collapse one 
day under thousands of airplanes dropping bombs and poison 
gases France played a sad game in 1919 and then continued 
her mistake under the League from 1930 to 1932 That helped 
to give Germany Hitler, but Hider, once in power, lost Ger- 
many all the growing sympathy of England and America by 
his barbanc conduct Now, as Sir Erie says, all Europe must 
watch Germany day and night, living under an encirclement 
system which may even bring economic collapse We parted 
company, discouraged, at 7 o'clock 

August 4 Saturday I worked m the office until 12 30 and 
then I quit for the day A delegation of American forestry 
people came and we talked a while about the wonderful 
German forests which they are studying 

August 5 Sunday I spent an hour in the office to see if any 
telegrams had come m and to read some letters from the 
United States Then I finished my reading of Pepys’s Diary to 
get touches of social habits and graft in Stuart England Many 
things reminded me of the habits and methods which prevail 
in "Nazi ^Sercnany But there is one trait here, the love of 
animals, ^vhlch reveals a German characteristic I have never 
noticed in any reading I have previously done 
The Germans love horses and dogs especially At a time 
when nearly every German is afraid to speak a word to any but 
the closest Ihends, horses and dogs are so happy that one feels 
they wish to talk A woman who may report on a neighbour 
for disloyalty and jeopardize his life, even cause his death, 
^kes her big kindly looking dog in the Tiergarten for a walk 
She talks to him and coddles him as she sits on a bench and 
he attends to the requirements of nature The dog is never 
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scolded or kicked, which* is so common in the United States. 

He is never nervous, never show any fear of any sort and is 
always fat and clean. /- . ^ 

Only horses seem, toibd equally-, happy r never* - the/chfldren. 
or the youth. I often'stop as I walk to ray office and .have. a. 
word with a pair of beautiful horses waiting while their‘wa£on 
is being unloaded. They are So clean and fat and happy that 
one feels that they are on the point of speaking. If I raise mV' 
hand as if to hit one of the pair, he does not even dodge his 
head. He has not the slightest notion that anybody would ' 
harm him. The law forbids cruelty to animals here, and any 
man who maltreats a horse or dog or cow is liable to immediate 
imprisonment. 

In Nviroberg last December I noticed the same kind of 
“horse happiness” and approached a pair of wonderful greys 
as I came out of the Lord Mayor’s and petted them. They 
seemed to understand me. It was the same in Dresden. 
Animals are the only happy beings I see, unless the birds arc 
equally so, but I see few birds. 

At a time when hundreds of men have been put to death 
without trial or any sort of evidence of guilt, and when the 
population literally trembles with fear, animals have rights 
guaranteed them which men and women cannot think of ex- 
pecting. One might easily wish he were a horse ! 

August 6 . Monday. At 12 o’clock, my wife and I took our 
places in the Reichstag auditorium where a tribute Was to be 
paid to the deceased Field Marshal von Hindenburg. Every 
member of the diplomatic corps was present. The hall "was 
filled. Goering was on the speakers’ stand m gay unifonn with 
medals, all. ny.er_ bis. mat., ul. ‘hc-bi^i. ’jr/yadinig nffirar’ 0 ., 'danin, 
literally joyful because he was so conspicuous in appearance. 
Hitler sat a little below on the right of the chairman’s desk 
with Von Papen on his right and Von Neurath next to Von 
Papen. Other Cabinet officials were duly arranged according to 
rank, nearly all in uniforms and with decorations much in 
evidence. 

Hitler was in his Brown Shirt uniform. He looked contented" 
and complacent: he was to deliver an oration to be radioed all 
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over the world. The main floor was occupied by men who were 
called members of the Reichstag. They were in no sense legisla- 
tors, being appointees of Hitler, not ofre of them at any time 
ever having yoted -against wish-of the Chancellor or ventured 
to offer, a bill for the consideration of his fellow. The Reichstag 
members were in Brown Shirts, showing no signs of grief 
The diplomats were in their appropriate places, most of them 
m official and highly decorated garb, black gloves for the 
few cutaway members, white gloves for those who had on the 
costumes of Lotus XIV’ s rime. 

At the appropriate time, Goering arose and introduced the 
Chancellor who took his place as speaker, all the house rising 
and holding their right hands at a 45 0 angle until he acknow- 
ledged the greeting. This was far more important than any 
evidence of sorrow for the departure of the aged President. 

The funeral oration took twenty-five minutes for delivery. 
It was much better than I had expected, though there was no 
tribute to the President or his services as a leader of his country. 
All the emphasis was upon the military genius and service of 
the hero of Tannenberg. A significant remark towards the end 
was the claim that Von Hindenburg had brought the National 
Socialists to power. When the address was over, Hitler went 
to the first row of seats on the main floor and kissed the hands 
of Von Hindenburg’s daughters and shook hands with the son,* 
Colonel Oscar von Hindenburg. There followed a solemn 
strain of music and we all retired. At 10.35 f to °k the train 
for,, Tannenberg, East Prussia, where the first great German 
victory of the World War was won in the autumn of rgr4- I 
went tombed promptly' and so escaped the photographers who 
came to the train seeking to take pictures. 

August j. Tuesday. Our train reached Hohenstein, a neat 
little town two miles from the Tannenberg monument, about 
11. We were driven promptly to the battlefield where Von 
Hindenburg Was to be buried at noon. The Spanish Ambassa- 
dor sad I down vn die foot to*m xFx. foe diplomatic seats Vte 
h were greatly impressed with the scene: eight great brick towers 
1 'about sixty feet high with fires flaming from the top of each, 
everlasting signals, I suppose, of the war soldier. The unknoiwi 
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soldier, buried under the Arc de Triomphe in Paris, is also < 
honoured by an unceasing flame. So the Germ am go the French 
one better at Tannenbcrg, where the power of Imperial Russia,,, 
was broken. -r/v, V".-. - •" 

The soldiers marched into place, company bycompany, keep-^ . 
ing marvellous goose-step, until some 3,000 men stood gnm 
in their places, in all kinds of uniforms, black, brown, gfey and 
blue. They were picked men from all the groups of Germant*' 
soldiers. Hitler, Goering and Goebbels were soon in evidence,' 
the first in his Brown Shirt with a sort of butcher knife’ fid'ng'- 
ing by his side — the badge of honour for all Nazi soldiers. 
Goering was in his aircraft uniform with medals all over his 
front, Goebbels in civilian clothes with no medals or war signs,'* 
although he is quite as war-like as any of the rest. He was 
spared from the front-line trenches of the World War by the 
fact that he’ is club-footed and so walks like a lame person. 

Von Hindenburg’s family, two daughters and one son, were 
present. So also was Meissner, the President’s private secretary, 
whose status is very doubtful now that his chief is dead, since 
he is not known to be a Nazi, which he did not dare to be so 
long as Von Hindenburg was alive. It is said that he'has de- 
stroyed a copy of his chief’s will. No one knows but it is 
strange that Von Hindenburg’s will is not to be found. Com- 1 
mon talk is that he decreed his remains be buried beside those 
of his ancestors, through four generations, on the Neudeck , 
estate. There were several aged generals on the stand, includ- 
ing Von Mackensen who conquered Rumania in the autumn of 


1916. The belligerent Ludendorff was not present. <He is 're- 
ported to have hated Von Hindenburg. He joined Hitler in 
' the Munich beer-haU putsch of 1923 which failed. Somehow 
he and the Fuehrer broke and they hate each other. 

. ^ At the proper moment a war chaplain read a sermon, war-like 
in character. Then came Hider who faced the coffin, of the 
- deceased President .and made a second address which closed 
with the statement that Von Hindenburg’s remains were bcine 
consigned to Valhalla. There was no appraisal of the old 
leader’s character, his devotion to the Imperial cause of his 
country as nonce was. Nor was there any reference to any of the 
mneyears of the Von Hindenburg presidency. It was all military. 
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though there were no challenges to the French or English or 
Americans who had decided the fate of the Hohen2ollem Reich. 

„ At the end of the services. Hitler repeated yesterday’s per- 
formance and kissccTthc hands of the President’s daughters, 
'the whole hudienCc looking on, many of them conscious of the 
bitterness between the family of the deceased and the Fuehrer. _ 
Hitler quickly mounted a huge flying machine and returned to 
, 'Berlin. The diplomatic corps found its way again to its train 
'whidi, ^ started for Berlin about 1 o’clock. The weather was 
beautiful and East Prussia looked very prosperous. The ra ins 
had restored things. 

‘As I went back to my berth, a young* Dr. Berger, of the 
German Foreign Office, was at the door. He was appointed 
to serve me in any way I thought necessary. X needed no ser- 
vice. I asked him to be seated and for an hour he tried to 
entice me into criticism of the Hitler regime. I talked of history 
and its false tcacJiing in all great countries, especially ours 
where the Civil War was.conceraed. He informed me that his 
function in the Foreign Office was to study Austrian relations. 

I still refused to enter into criticism of the Hitler relations to 
Austria, thinking all the while that he had been “planted” on 
me. There was an associate of his, young Prince von Wittgen- 
stein, who talked less but served the same useless service of 
page to the diplomats of our car. I am sure I disappointed them 
bitterly. 

The train journeyed slowly for six hours across the Polish 
Corridor. The idea seemed to be to show us- the bedraggled 
look of the country, the dirty towns and’ragged farmer-folk, 
more children than I have ever seen in such a short journey. 
Berger made few comments but what was said rested on the 
assumption that Poland properly belonged to Germany. He 
showed me bridges and great industrial structures that were 
built while Germans dominated the country — now all dilapi- 
dated. There is no doubt that the Poles are a backward nation 
politically and economically, but why should Germany feel that 
■ih/t trsiisL *htanP. 

The moment the train crossed the Oder into German terri- 
tory, ■the speed doubled. The countryside looked neat and 
orderly. The tonus were clean and the-people about the railway 
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stations moved quickly dnd were well dressed. There were no ,» 
filth and rags anywhere. No one could fail to note the differ- 
ence. Night soon came on and we ^halted at the great Fried-* 
richstrasse station in Berlin at midnight*.’ 1 ^ Vas glad ^to bc^ 
home again. It had been a revealing trip. % " * ' T 

Augusl 8. Wednesday. A bit of talk at lunch today illustrates 
the kind of conversation one may have when not too^manyf' 
people sit down at once. Von Wiegand said, when the talk 
turned to European debts : “I invested my life-long savings in 
German bonds. I have notTeceived a dollar in return (be yeSrs 
and never expect a cent more.” That was not discussed at the 
moment and Von Wiegand a little later added: “There are 
two countries of Europe which I admire and associate together 
in their payment of debts : England and Finland.” The former 
had recently announced that she would not bother about pay- 
ing interest on her four billion dollar debt to the U.S. and the 
latter about the same time had paid in full an instalment on 
her obligations. 

It was a touchy subject for my friend, Sir Eric, and I said 
at a moment when everybody at the table was quiet : Mr. von 
Wiegand, do you dare compare so great a power as the British 
Empire with so little a country as Finland in the presence of 
the Ambassador? Everybody laughed and Sir Eric joined in a 
good-humoured way. Nobody pressed the comparison further, 
but there was no ignorance of the real point in anyone’s mind : 
Europe’s generaT disposition not to pay or seriously try to pay 
the people of the United States who loaned the Allied powers 
$ 1 1,000,000,000 in 1917-1918 in order to help save themselves. 

There was a good deal else said of similar trends but I cannot 
repeat it here and now. Daily life here is full of the strange 
conduct of civilized people. 0 

9. Thursday. At the request of Rabbi- Lazaron of 
Baltimore, Max Warburg, eminent Hamburg banter and 
brother of Felix Warburg of New York, came to see me in the 
Embassy. He showed the effects of his troubled life the last 
year and now stands in danger of losing his life ir he ever 
allows his opinions to become known to authorities here 
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He remained an hour He thinks Rabbi Wise and Samuel 
Untermyer of New York have done the Jews of both the 
United States and Germany great harm by their craving for 
publicity He stud Felix Warburg was of the same opinion 
Both Ihese men are fully m sympathy with Colonel House m 
his efforts to ease off the Jewish boycott and reduce the number 
of Jews m high position in the United States 

I was glad to speak frankly with such a man Before leaving 
he indicated that he doubted the wisdom of James hfcDonald’s 
activity m his position at Lausanne That has been my attitude 
from the beginning Warburg suggested that Lazaron, living 
quietly in Berlin, might do more with the German Government 
than McDonald, and I agree with him Any man who would 
take a big salary for such a service, all from people who give 
the money for the relief of suffering fellows, is not apt to 
appeal strongly to other givers, and McDonald ‘has shown so 
much self esteem on different occasions that I fear these traits 
have become too well known m Berlin official circles * 

* How few people really think of the service they can render 
in high station ' Do not most officials think of how great they 
are or ought to be considered, rather than the realities of life’ 

I have seen so many men and women here, thejast twelve 
months, of mediocre ability and knowledge, strutting day and 
night and exploiting their countries’ meagre wealth, that I am 
strongly inclined to leave such an atmosphere and make my 
reasons public at home 

At 1 o’clock an American housing expert, studying conditions 
in Europe, called He had been in Rome and was captivated 
by Mussolini He was later in Vienna to study housing work 
done there after the World War, and then in Moscow to study 
housing m the Soviet Union Without having made any study 
of Germany, he had become an enthusiastic sympathizer What 
he said about his building work and the general undertaking at 
home was interesting enough, but he seemed to have lost his 
balance His complete acceptance of Hitler as a great states 
man revealed his mentality I did not try to correct him I 
merely asked him What do you think of a “statesman” who 
•'murders his opponents? The question puzzled him a little but 
it did not seep into his mentality * 
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August w. Friday. At .1 1 .o’clock die_ mother of a former" . 
student of mine in Chicago, who is becoming an American ' 
citizen after my intervention against' his forced rctom to • 
Germany in 1933, .came to sec me to read a letter; from her 
son which' he had dared commit to' the open mail. She was 
glad to knosv he svas well, even if unemployed. She read his 
ong letter and broke into tears as she described her terrorized 
position. Sheisa Catholic, married to a Jesvish journalist of 
democratic faith whose son-in-law here is constantly in danger 
ot lpsing his life. She wept and wept. I consoled her tlichcst ’ 
1 could. She said she had money cnoughrn Prague to take her 
to the United States the moment her son obtained employment. 
He is a.brilliant young doctor of philosophy from a German 
university. I told her, I would do what I could to help her son 
but the immediate prospect svas not good as her son was not a 
full citizen and young American scholars would naturally take 
precedence over him in college svork. 

Nothing, however, seemed to appease her sorrow. She broke 
out: "This system here is terrible. You can imagine how much 
we suffer and thousands of others likewise. There is no way 
•out but for someone to murder the great murderer who rules 
us: Someone wall do it, must do it.” As she retired from mv 
office, tearsAtreaming from her eyes, I told her to wait com- 
pose herself and go upon the streets, always watched by the 
Secret Police, in a more normal condition. 


,. At n . ew correspondent came to introduce 

himselr. He immediately revealed his pro-Nazi sentiment in 
respect totecent events in Vienna. Curious, but newspaper me^ 
are human and there are rewards here and elsewhere „ 
who preach the new doctrine to the outside world ° 


whlrmy^r^e'IhUdtn^h 0 ,^ ST*** 

die Rhine to Mama, Thetad was loTJi Z° 
delightful. We lunched at Eisenach and Manh, and T " 
through the old Luther Museum where mm! In. o 1 
tures, pamphlets, books and Luther letters i In teresUng -P ic- 
is peculiar that all this evidence of the great area w'’?? Tt I 

for religious freedom is aull exhibited if a counted fregi™ 
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- ..where the II i tl er-R osenberg paganismprevails. From Eisenach 
,we drove on to a beautiful resort town near Kassel where 'we 
spent the night in a most comfortable hoteh. It cost only some 
five-marks each. "’i - _ V 

^ *■ ' ■ ^ r , ( ^ ■* 

August 15. Monday. We .reached Frankfurt today where we 
looked into, the- Consulate for a “while and then Martha and I 
wandered through Goethe’s home -where the guide told rather ^ 
. filthy storieS about-.the great artist’s early-life. O hr- next stop 
'was for lunch, then to Heidelberg where the wonderful ca#I* 
entertained us -For an hour or so. From H eld el berg/tyei d rove 
over a good road towards Stuttgart in medieval Wuf(temberg 
where ancient- villages and monasteries revealed much of the 
age that has long passed. I have never seen better revelations 
of medieval Germany than in this fertile, prosperous country. 
WeTreached Stuttgart at 7 o’clock and had a good dinner in a 
modem hotel. -Then I found my wajrto the railway station 
and took a sleeper for Berlin. The family remained for another 
^veck in southern Germany, Austria and Hungary. 

August 14. Tuesday. I was back at my task at 10 o’clock. At 
4.30 Albert Lepawsky, University of Chicago instructor, and his 
friend,. Howard Mumford Jones, came in 'to' explain how a ' 
Nazi .marcher had stepped out of ranks the might before Mid < 
struck Lepawsky in the face for not saluting the Hakenkreuz * 
flag. The blow was insulting enough, bufnbt serious othenvise. 

Lepawsky said he was bringing the story to usron a‘ silver 
platter and thought I ought to hurry at once'to the Foreign 
Office and d e *nand an apology. "He 'chd not 9 wish v to see the 
^offender punished. He had not hit hard enough. I* reminded 
him that punishment was the first thing the government would 
order and that as' he was not hurt,* I would advise no publicity 
since we had not had such a thing happen since January. He 
jwas not pleased exactly. The pair went away with instructions 
to ’lay the facts, under.oath, before the Consul-General. 

August 13. Wednesday. I called at 12 o'clock on Ambassador . 

• Fran^ois-PonceMo leam whether he'knew anything more defi- 
nite than J did about the war-like purposes of the Hitler regime 

fv * 
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in order that I might write Presfjent Roosevelt a letter that 
rmght not be misleading As , to facts about Nazi rearmament 
the French ate: one null, on and a half trained soldiers ar 
ample supply of small arms, and the avowed purpose or carry- 
ing the pan-German annexations into effect at the first nornhl, 
opportunity. Frantob-Ponccrwas.-is he has been since the 
date of my arrival here a year ago, fullytconvihcc'd that Franc 
p }° and Alsace-Lorraine, Austria and 'western 

IddfinM ^’, an ?“ cd - . Hc rc ported some evidence or new air- 
fields in Mccldenburg, a larger number of heavy flying machines’ 

5“ sa ss -x a ,» »• 

officer m the machine,- as they flew westwarf J f ' 
see what he had ohsewedand WuL Tkrd ’ ! Cd n0t 
only supports the French evidence Colour?' ^? UKU ? m - 
man with many contacts. He knows CV™ 8°°d 

Ttil’of his opportunities, but the mdita^ann' 1 ’ i*” 11 15 " w ?tch- 
he instmetively approves of the army d3ls ? nd 

-^-contradictory^ as these are to the interests of the UffilS State 

August 16. Thursday. Young Baron von Rlnmt, 
bom “adopted member "of General" Vo n A , merican ' 

here (the.General.bemg the Nazi Secretary of Wart ? family - 
see me this morning at 1 1 o'clock. I w ,. , n,,i , “me .to 
view of reliable reports we have had ahn„i r- lUe ’ V Ilim in 
berg's share in the June 3 oterror and taX rf ^ V ° n Blom - 
to Von Hindenburg’s post ivithout any constb,?? ? °. f ^drr, 
authority to cover itf-Young Von lu?? ttl0 " a of lawfdl 
friendly reladons with Assistant Secretar^'nvn® re P or ted; his 
. Department and showed -strong onoosiuL . ? s of <hc State 
June 30, -which t thought was a bidVor'f ?°- thc mcth °ds of - 
. . trank statements from 
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me which he would get to his patron, and thus enable the gov- 
ernment to make out a case against my partisanship, if it could 
be called such. ^ T ' * 

,He then remarked that Nazi ’propaganda in the ^United 
States did Germany harm. I let him know 1 agreed fuUwbut 
gave no names here responsible’for sych performarfees, like Ivy 
Lee and the rest. Then he said General von Bloniberg wa* 
much against propaganda and that he was urging the dismissal 
of Dr. Goebbds. He did not quite say that*his kinsman in the 
Cabinet was urging the abolition of the Propaganda Ministry, 
but I inferred as much. The young fellow went away^ talking 
favourably of the foreign press opposition to all ruthlessness 
here. It was a rather questionable mission, if such it was. 

* ' _ •‘V f 

August ly. Friday. Mr. McMaster, Quaker relief represen- 
tative who maintains an office here and formerly distributed 
many millions of American dollars for the relief of German 
sufferers from 1919 to 1921, reported the difficulties of _Jb£s 
people and his efforts, on all proper occasions, to procure the 
release of innocent Germans from prison. He had many stories 
to tell, but they are similar to others already recorded and so 
I do not repeat them. He offered his service in cases in which 
I cannot intervene in any way. ^ „ 

One case I .called to his attention : An innocent man now in 
a concentration camp had been invited by the president of Dart- • 
mouth College to lecture there. Charles A. Beard, president 
last year of the American Historical Association, had wired to 
ask whether I would convey the invitation to the prisoner- I 
asked Consul Geist to sound out the Secret Police here. He 
'did so and reported that any such invitation extended fro® 
the United States, if known to the government, would cause 
rough treatment to the prisoner. I wired Beard that we must 
await events.’ 

■ Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, representative of the Federation 
of Churches, came at 12 o’clock. He told of the attitude of 
American Protestants and said the representatives of all these 
churches are meeting in a Tew days near Copenhagen to discuss 
international religious problems. He reported that the German 
Reichsbisbop M tiller had opposed any German Protestants 
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attending and that the government had refused visas to German , 
preachers* who wished to attend. The "federation people had 
disliked'this and the German Protestants were greatly offended. 
Eight or ten had decided to' go to a'German village a few miles 
from -the Danish border and there consult with their fellow 
Christians of the outside' world. Such action would endanger 
their freedom, perhaps their lives. * > 

Professor M. McMeyer of tbc University of Boston, who 
has travelled, all about Germany, reported today prosperity 
everywhere and almost unanimous enthusiasm for Hitler and 
his regime. The June 30 killings had not affronted anybody, 
according to him. There was, he said, free discussion and the 
same old German Gem&llichkeit he had known years before. 
Ha$.,he simply fallen for the Nazi propaganda and will he go 
back to Boston to argue for the strange medievalism ^vvhich 
has escaped his attention? He is a Protestant preacher^ and 
teacher of naive mentality unless I myself am of strange* and 
perverse mental traits l 


August 18. Saturday. Mr, John Garrett, of the old B. & O. 
railroad family in Baltimore, a former Ambassador to Rome, 
called to pay his respects and to talk a little about Europe. 
Although his inherited social point of view is so different from 
mine, his assessment of German life today is the same as mine. 
1 am sorry my family is away, else I would have given him 
the expected dinner. We closed our conversation by my raising 
the interesting point about bis grandfather's contribution to the 
saving of the American union of states by the building of the 
B. &. O. railroad to Chicago just before i860 and the manage- 
ment of the road during the war against Virginia and the South. 
He was delighted that I knew the facts— an advantage, for 
once in this atmosphere, of knowing history. 

At 12.30^ Henry Mann called with Mr. Jolles, vice-president 
of the National City Company, New York, who came to talk 
about the possibility of American credits to Germany. I could 
see no safe way. There is no evidence that Hitler, Gocrinrr or 
.. Goebbcls ha the slightest compunction about non-payment of 
any kvnd of debt tothe United States, and these men tavc the 
decisive potver heee. Much as I dislike to have Ac United 
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States lose its cotton, copper and meat markets, worth hun- 
dreds of millions a year, I cannot advise banhers'to loan money 
here. It would simply mean a sacrifice of American sayings, as 
things no\v look. They went away depressed but m agreement. 

Captain Crockett, Assistant Military Attach^ here,jjave**a 
dinner tonight. It was a nice little party, though nothing 
worthwhile was said. To repeat what I have said before: Army 
and Navy Attaches here, and I think alf over Europe, are 
utterly unequal to their supposed functions. They simply have 
never received good training, except in drill and tactics. They 
may knotv a little formal history, but they really do not grasp 
the social and economic problems in countries to which they 
are accredited. Nor are they clever enough to spy on German 
military performances. Spying is really what governments 
expect in such fields. 

August ig. Sunday. I was driven out to Ambassador Fran^ois- 
Ponget’s country mansion on the shore of Wannsee, where 
all wealthy Germans like to have summer residences unless 
they can afford an estate in Bavaria. The Ambassador’s man- 
sion is a beautiful building and the lake lies just in the j-ear. 

Frangois-Poncet has no better knowledge than others, but, 
he is very uneasy and with some justification. Germany may 
% readily venture into a war about the Saar Territory next winter 
or spring, especially if Japan breaks loose at the same time. 
According to reports, Hitler has sent word to Franfois-Poncet 
that he will never see him again. This is on account of the 
charge that he was conspiring last spring with Roehm and 
von Schleicher to overthrow the Chancellor. This angers the 
Ambassador extremely. , 

In view of repeated attacks by Hitler and Goering upon all 
democratic and parliamentary governments, we discussed a pos- ’ 
sible retort sometime. He had no suggestions. I intimated that 
he, the British Ambassador and I ought possibly to ask our 
recall simultaneously if attacks and charges of conspiracy were 
repeated. He did not commit himself. I am beginning to feel 
that we ought to sound out our governments on the subject of 
a concerted withdrawal. It might temporarily prevent war if 
done properly. 
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After this conversation the party took to a boat and spent 
an hour jin' tjie Wannsee. It was surprisingly cold for August. 
Having no oVercoat, I tsTapped myself in a large red shawl, 
and Madame Fran^ois-Poncet said she would like to have a 
picturin' There was fortunately no photographer on board and 
so I escaped. Finally, I could politely leave and I was glad to 
become and quiet - again. 

August so*. Monday. Herr Hecke of the Reichsbank brought 
me a curious pamphlet recently published here by a philosopher 
who describes all of German philosophy from Immanuel Kant 
to Friedrich Nietzsche as merely the prelude to the social 
philosophy which underlies the Nazi regime. The second part 
summarizes Hitler’s social attitude and political purposes; in 
the third, Roosevelt’s work and purposes arc analyzed. Accord- 
ing"^ the author and the bank official who gave me the pam- 
phlet, Hitler and Roosevelt have the same ideals and purposes 
and both synchronize with the general German philosophy 
from Kant to Hegel to Nietzsche. 

I ^ras eamesdy besought to send the pamphlet to the Presi- 
dent. The banker was typically naive. I agreed, however, to 
sencl the absurd pamphlet to the State Department but ex- 
pressed the fear that Mr. Roosevelt would not be able to read „ 
it. Imagine such a man as this in high position in the German 
" Reichsbank] 

Mr. Francis Hickman of New Orleans called. He wished an 
interview with Hitler which 1 did not care to ask for, especially 
as the Chancellor is in Bavaria. I teased him a little about 
Huey Dong, the Louisiana "Hitler.” Hickman gave me the 
impression that he really wishes to see some kind of dicta tor- 
- ship in America. Perhaps I ought to have arr-mged aw inter- 
view with the German dictator so that he could publish 
his story in the United States and see what the public would 
say. 1 

August 22. Wednesday. I went with my family to the famous 
Passion Piny at Oberammcrgau, escorted by the mayor who 
had kindly sent us tickets. The mayor gave the Hitler greet- 
ing whenever he met any acquaintance on the street. We were 
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all seated together in the reserved section but I think few if any 
of our neighbours knew who we were. • ' » , . 

The play during the morning portrayed the' early life, of 
Jesus and the Old Testamen ^prophecies and scenes showing 
what the Christian churches have always claimed were thecon- 
necting links between the Old and New Testaments. I saw no 
Jews present. There were 6,000 people in the beautiful hall. Jt 
is open at the end where the stage is* located, and one gazes 
constantly upon a most beautiful mountain scene. It is a won- 
derful setting. 

The chief actor is Lang, son of the man who gave the play 
its present form some thirty years ago. The Lang family are 
the masters of the town, Oberammergau having normally 3,000 
inhabitants whose main income each year is from visitors, 
foreign and German, who go there to see the Jesus tragedy. I 
think Lang is an excellent actor and the choir which sings or 
recites interludes in a grand style is impressive. 

At a o’clock we took our places again in the gre^t hall and 
the tragedy slowly moved to its culmination : the betrayal by 
Judas, the trial of Jesus and the awful scene of the executions 
on the cross, with law officers climbing short ladders to the 
crucified individuals and beating them before 'their deaths. 
When Jesus was* tried_ before the angry Jewish court, a weU- 
r dressed German, looking very solemn, said to me: “Es ist 
unser Hitler.” Ida Home, a distant kinswoman of mine, sitting 
in another part of the hall, told me as we came out together: 
“A woman near me said, as Judas received his thirty pieces 
of silver, ‘Es ist Roehm !’ ” I suspect half the audience, the 
German part, considers Hitler as Germany’s Messiah. 


About 6 30 I took third class passage to Munich which 
enables me to get natural reactions of German people towards 
the existing regime. It was a crowded train but, hke all others, I 
had a clean and comfortable seat Thepeople, however, seemed 
to know little of what happens in Germany, though a school 
teacher and a peasant woman, both educated so that they spoke 
good German, referred favourably to Hitler. They said nothing 
of his terrorist conduct. There was much frank talk on this 
, , irnW as I had observed last year on my third class journey 
f° m Dresden to Berlin. ^> : ’' : ^avariar<~ , >U. town and 
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peasant folk have good schools for the young people, they are 
reported to he the most simple and naive element of the 
German.Reich. 

August 23. Thursday. My friend Louis Brownlow of the 
Rockefeller Foundation and the University of Chicago called 
and reported many interesting things about the university and 
its troubles. Brownlow knows American urban problems as well 
as anyone in the country. He is talking with officials of German 
rides to see if the Nazi regime is neglecting the city housing 
projects, where administration was particularly efficient, which 
had prevailed here for half a century or more. He knows many 
prominent pre-Hitler leaders. 

' In the afternoon Ivy Lee came with his smooth young son. 
The young son, last winter, thought a speech of mine implied 
criticism of Fascist Europe, which it did most gently and in- 
directly. Later I learned of the elder Lee’s relations with the 
German Government. 

Today the old man looked broken and in spite of talk about 
his cure I am sure his health is very poor. He has made his 
millions the last twenty years and now the world knows how it 
was done. I talked frankly with him and he turned red in the 
face more than once! He asked if I had reported on him to 
Washington. He hoped I could write something favourable to^ 
Secretary Phillips. 

He then §aid : “Ilgner of the Carl Schurz Foundation here 
said you were an anti-Nazi, or perhaps merely against the 
Foundation.” I answered that I was opposed to all propaganda, 
but had urged the Carl Schurz people last spring to go on with 
their work if it remained simply cultural and permitted no 
propaganda. Ilgner wished to see me, according to Lee. I told 
him to extend an invitation. Ilgner is head of the great I. G. 
Farben corporation in Germany. 

The Lees went away, kindly asking about my family and 
their sojourn in Austria. It is only another of the thousands of 
cases where love of money ruins men’s lives. I cannot say a 
commendatory word about him to the State Department, -v 

4U2USI 24. Friday. Mrs. Sinclair Lewis, whose ability as a 
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writer and artist equals that of her famous husband, called 
today at 1 1 and talked for half an hour about a plan of hers 
to study and describe the present German socio philosophical 
system, if one may call it a system She impressed me most 
favourably 

A little after she left, Dr Dieckhoff paid the conventional 
call after his vacation in Switzerland, where he has the safe 
retreat of his father in law’s residence I thought also that he 
wished to hear me talk a little about the strange events that 
had occurred while he had been away, on June 30 and July 25 
We had talked frankly, being rather intimate acquaintances, 
for a few minutes when Mrs Lewis called from her hotel, the 
Adlon, and said she had just teceived an order from the Secret 
Police to leave the country in twenty four hours 1 “What shall 
I do?” she asked I said Go at once to Acting Consul General 
Geist She thanked me and hung up the phone recaver 

I turned to Dieckhoff and said Did you hear that ? He said 
“No ” I was almost sure he had I explained and added that 
this would make a nation-wide sensation He agreed and said 
he would do all he could to restrain the Secret Police We both 
recognized that whether Mrs Lewis had given cause or not, 
her expulsion from Germany would advertise everything she 
had said all over the democratic world 

August 28 Tuesday Dr Max Ilgner of the great I G Farben 
Company and president of the Carl Schurz Verein called by 
appointment this morning ostensibly to talk about the Verein 
functions He had reported to Ivy Lee that I was very un- 
friendly to the Veran Ilgner impressed me as unconsaous of 
the real opportunities of his organization There was little said, 
however, and I did not press him to explain the propaganda 
work which I know he represents He did not mention Ivy Lee 
who received a large fee from ius concern 

He did talk a good deal about a business trip he is undertak- 
ing to Manchuna where he said his company had bought 
bushek of suy ieans l suspect Ac is on a mission to 
exchange poison gases and explosives for Japanese products 
Perhaps I am unfair, but I could not avoid this dnft of thought 
when he talked so freely and profusely about the beans 
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August 31 Friday Professor Vernon McKenzie of the Uni- 
versity of Washington came to talk or his interviews in Warsaw 
and Prague He srud “The Poles arc not planning any 
annexations at the expense of Russia or Czechoslovakia They 
made their pact with Germany because Trance was so exacting 
and arbitrary m c\crything, and in the hope of making peace 
in the Corridor possible I am convinced they have succeeded 
The Trench are exasperated ’’ 

As to Prague, he continued, “There is great anxiety lest Ger- 
many make war on Austria, which would at once force the 
Czechoslovaks into war Otto Strasser, brother of the Gregor 
Strasser recently killed here, said to me he would sec to it that 
the Fuehrer is killed in six or eight months That looked to 
me exceedingly unwise to report if he really meant it But 
Sttasscr is mveterately hostile and I look for some efforts in 
that direction ** 

I went home to get ready to journey to Dahlcm by taxi, to 
lunch with Dr DicckhofF It was a cold day and I was a little 
uncomfortable m the draughty dining room The company was 
small and all German Nothing of confidential nature was men- 
tioned until I was about to leave, when DieckhofT gladly in- 
formed me that the Poreign Office had at last persuaded Hitler 
to stop hostile treatment of the Jews He hoped that the 
people of the United States would come gradually to think 
better of Germany and to allow treaty negotiations in Washing- 
ton between the mo countries He added that Von Neurath 
had pressed the matter since my return last spnng 

I was surprised and I did not inform DieckhofF that a few 
days before I had received a copy of formal instructions to 
the Nazi Party that they must refuse all association with Jews, 
must not, if lawyers, assist Jews in any way, and, if clerks in 
Jewish stores, must not wear their Party badges And the 
‘ wicked race” must in no public places be recognized or allowed 
to associate with the Aryans These are the instructions that 
have been before the Party for a year and a half This copy 
bore the name of Rudolf Hess, personal adjutant to Hitler, 
and the date was August 16, 1934 It was proof that while 
Hitler supposedly promised the Foreign Office to do what its 
wisest officials asked, he allowed his most intimate and trusted 
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counsellor to do the opposite of what he promised. If this were 
the first time a promise of this sort had been mqde to me, I 
might think there was some error and that the new' order was 
simply the old one renewed by some inside extremist. But it 
looks real. Sometime when I see Von Neurath or'Dieckhoff, 
1 shall show the new order. 

September i. Saturday . Professor McKenzie, Professor Lin- 
gelbach and E. T. Colton, Y.M.C.A. representative from New 
York, lunched with me. The conversation was most frank and 
searching. McKenzie told of his visit to West German towns 
where he learned of four or five great underground aircraft 
hangars, the number of heavy aircraft now ready for war, and 
the amount of poison gas they could put over Paris or London 
in two or three hours. Lingelbach, who was quite pro-German 
during the World War period, and Colton, who gave me a 
most sympathetic picture of the Nazi regime when I came here 
in July, 1933, took the story sadly and showed great sorrow 
that Germany has behaved in a way to make the United States 
more generally hostile than m 1917. I gave some stories of the 
treatment of innocent individuals which only made the feeling 
more unanimous. Nobody came to the defence of other coun- 
tries that are arming': France, England, the United States and 
Japan. We parted rather discouraged. It is such an unwise 
world and war means such terrible disaster. 
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September 5, 1934 to December 21 , 1934 

September 5. Wednesday. Somewhere today, either at the 
British Embassy or in the office, 1 heard another story of the 
intimacy of General von Schleicher and the French Ambassador 
all last winter. The informant, recently in Paris, says there is 
no doubt of Monsieur Fran^ois-Poncet's share in the Roehm 
plan to overthrow Hitler last June. I doubted any conspiracy, 
but felt sure there was political intrigue going on in the hope 
of ovcrthrpwing a regime which dll Frenchmen think is aiming 
directly at the destruction of the French Republic. I hear con- 
stantly stories that certain eminent Nazis were listed to be killed 
July 1. The list has never been published. 

The British Ambassador, as usual, asked me many questions 
today but gave no useful answers to questions about the Far 
East which I put to him. He said he had not stopped in London 
on Ids way to Berlin. He attends the ceremony in honour 
of Hitler’s “elevation” next week. He told me that he had 
read the Nuncio’s manuscript address and recommended 
omission of one paragraph which flattered the President. I 
understand the French and the Italian Ambassadors are to be 
present. 

September 6 . Thursday. A busy day preparing an address I 
am to make at Bremen Sunday afternoon. Last evening, Orme 
Wilson, to whom I submitted parts of the first draft or the 
address., expressed- cpvtf. for. vwj w&nat*. ~Ji m 

attitudes in Europe would make a sensation, perhaps bring a 
rebuke from the State Department. I submitted a copy to one 
of the American correspondents and he hoped I would not 
omit any passages bearing on international relations ; he thought 
great good might be done at Geneva. I have restated a few 
sentences and given final form to the paper, and I expect to 
take the nsk of delivering it as written. I shall read it in English 
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as I have no time to put it into German. I shall give a copy 
tomorrow to the Foreign Office here, also to Washington. 

September 7. Friday. Mr. Gannon, vice president of the 
Chase National Bank of New York, came to learn my attitude 
about the German debt problem. He had talked long with Dr. 
Schacht and was to see him again. Gannon lives in London, 
Paris and Berlin and tries to arrange loans for German pur- 
chases of cotton, copper and oil, short term loans at 4 per cent 
of which there are now some 5 600,000,000 outstanding in New 
York banks. I told Gannon that it was my opinion that all 
European peoples thought the debts due the United States 
should not be paid at all. Schacht would pay in order to con- 
tinue exports but would not even try to pay if exports direct 
to the United States were not greatly increased. 

Gannon described a complicated scheme whereby loans might 
be continued with safety. He would present this to Schacht 
before leaving for London. I frankly told Gannon that I was 
not expert enough in financial matters to catch his points in 
conversation and asked for a written memorandum. He said 
he would send me one as soon as he reached London and hoped 
I would write the State Department in support of his plan. 

September 8. Saturday. I took the train, second class, at g 
o’clock for Bremen. The car was a little cold the first two hours, 
but I managed to keep in the sunshine and fairly comfortable. 
German cars are not heated until weather is really cold. 

I sat next to a neat-looking fellow passenger who was quite 
desirous of talking freely. He said he was bom and reared in 
Germany. He now lives in New York. He had spent the sum- 
mer in Italy, Germany and Russia and he seemed to have made 
good contacts and learned much. He was troubled and shocked 
at the Hitler ruthlessness and cruelty. He thought the German 
people did not approve, but were helpless. When another well- 
dressed fellow passenger who sat opposite me indicated a dis- 
position to talk, the New Yorker asked him frankly how he 
liked the regime. The reply was enthusiastic: “Hitler ist unser 
grosser Ftlhrcr; wer sind liberal] fllr ihn, und diese Franzosen, 
die uns umklammem, nch I wir werden diesem bOsen Feinde ein 
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Ende macheni" (“Hitler is our gicat Leader, we arc Tor lum 
everywhere , and these Trench who encircle us, ach! \\c will 
make an end of these evil enemies!”) All the world, lie went 
on, is hostile He had fought in the last war and was ready any 
day to go to war with Trance again He was certain the Ger- 
mans would make an end of France the next time 
The New Yorker said little more The German left the tram 
at some town about halfway between Berlin and Bremen Two 
officers of the German Reichswehr, returning from N timber g, 
came into the car, but I did not care to begin conversation with 
them , and the New Yorker also kept quiet 
After luncheon I walked about the old part of Bremen and, 
finding an old bookshop near the canal, bought a volume of 
"Macaulay’s Essays on Frederick the Great, John Bunyan and 
Barere, the French evil genius I had failed to take a book to 
read during the idle hours of my journey 

September g Sunday At 12 30 I was asked to speak briefly 
before the assembled YMCA folk I was greeted with more 
enthusiasm than I had expected In the afternoon there was a 
gathering of some 5,000 people from all parts of Germany 
and western Europe I was embarrassed because I had expected 
an educated audience of 400 or 500 However, I read my 
address, A Troubled World, and received applause as if all had 
understood me What I said was directed against war prepara- 
tions and increasing commercial barriers 
1 climbed into my berth at 10 p m and travelled slowly via 
Hanover to Berlin where I arrived at 7 a m and took a taxi 
to the house, not feeling too well, for sleep in a narrow Ger- 
man berth is next to impossible I read Macaulay’s Essays until 
my eyes were too tired His Barere essay is a terrible rntirj^m 
of one of the sinister officials of the Robespierre regime It is 
probably correct, but one may infer that part of the great 
historian s motive was a dislike of France and condemna- 
tion of the “wild democracy” of the revolutionary penod in 
France ~ r 

September ro Mtmdqy I had an appointment with Wallace 
Deuel, new correspondent of the Chicago Daily jW, this 
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afternoon Deuel is succeeding Junius Wood, an exceedingly 
able news gatherer The former has been m Rome two years 
and knows the European tangle well, but not the German 
language He wished to give me what he had learned the last 
two weeks and then get light on the characters of Hitler, 
Goenng and Goebbels and their supporting chiefs 

The fifteen or twenty American newspaper correspondents 
here are by far the cleverest information finders I know I 
think they are cleverer than the French and British spies, who 
are sometimes a bit too shrewd, for they endanger the lives of 
Germans who give them information occasionally I gave Deuel 
what facts and leads I thought fair and safe to give He im- 
presses me as a good man, but so unsympathetic with the Mus- 
solini autocracy that it will be difficult for him to be entirely 
poised in his work here, where Hitler is equally ruthless and 
cunously repulsive to anyone with English or American back 
ground 

September rr Tuesday Oechsncr of the United Press and 
Webb Miller, London representative of the same news service, 
gave me today much light on the publicity methods of the 
Goebbels propaganda office Miller was more depressed at Ger- 
man autocracy methods than Oechsner They report the estab- 
lishment of a new Secret Police unit assigned to catch every 
foreigner’s opinion over telephones and in hotels 

September 12 Wednesday At 12 30 I went to the Presi 
dential palace on the Wilhclmstrasse, m full evening dress, to 
pay formal respects to the new self made President, Adolf 
Hitler Some days ago the Spanish Ambassador came to me to 
indicate that he felt he would have to go, although he disliked 
to thmk of shaking hands with him I agreed tint we could 
not stay away as wc had done in the Namberg case It was a 
government affair I had also talked with the British Ambassa- 
dor on September 6 and he was of the same mind, though 
Hitfcr was most repulsive to him 

Wien I armed, the whole >ard was surrounded bj soldiers 
itifily at attention The palace was also dul> guarded All the 
diplomatic corpj was present including the tsuneto u ho has 
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been ill in the hospital for a month The Nuncio is the senior 
member of the corps and it is his function to read the form'll 
greetings on such occasions Monsieur Tran^is-Poncet, in per- 
fect garb and with medals and ribbons to show his distinction, 
was next in order to the Nuncio Young B£rard, attach^ of the 
French Embassy, had told me in August that Hitler had de- 
clared he would never again see the French Ambassador That 
would have been tantamount to his dismissal if Hitler had 
adhered to it There was no sign of such trouble today They 
shook hands with seeming cordiality 

When the corps, some fifty in all, were properly arranged 
around the reception salon, Hitler, Von Neurath, Von Billow 
and Von Basscwitz came into the room in full dress, and the 
Nuncio read his conventional document congratulating the 
enemy of Rome, political as well as religious, upon Ins marvel- 
lous success m assuming the place of Von Hindenburg There 
were some hints and warnings against war, which everybody 
here believes to be the mam purpose of the present regime I 
certainly agree 

Hitler replied in German avowing his good will to all the 
outside world and his one objective peace When he finished, 
he advanced m perfect form, bowed and shook hands with the 
Papal representative He might as well have embraced him, 
as far as formal behaviour went Then Hitler came to Fran^ois- 
Poncet and they appeared to be even more friendly Tor a 
minute or two they gossiped together in German in a most 
amiable fashion, but I tfas not near enough to understand 
what was said Then the Chancellor addressed Cerruti, Italian 
Ambassador, but there was less evidence of warmth The Italian 
has not the social savoir faire of the Frenchman He cannot 
hide his dislikes and he hates the Nazi regime, as his wife, a 
distinguished Jewess from Hungary, also hates it 
When Hitler came to the Japanese Ambassador who stood 
on my nght he made a point of thanking him for his attendance 
at NUrnberg and for a speech which he said the Ambassador 
made Nobody misunderstood this it was intended as a re- 
buke to the French, Italian, English and Spanish representa- 
tives and myself who had declined to attend the show both this 
year and last As the happy Fuehrer extended his hand to me 
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I reminded him quickly of the peace note in his speech to us 
and said that it would be approved in the United States, 
especially by our President, who had asked me to say to him 
that these peace speeches always interested him. Hitler bowed 
pointedly and talked for a moment as though he were a pacifist, 
a type he always damns in his public statements. As he passed 
on to the Spanish and British Ambassadors, I felt a little 
badly because he seemed not to have understood my ironical 
meaning. He assumed that I actually believed what he had 
said! 

I have never seen Hitler quite so happy-looking as while 
he went down the line greeting the representatives of all foreign 
countries. Neither Von Neurath nor Von Billow showed 
any sense of shame for their country. We all- adjourned about 
1 o’clock and drove to our homes, wondering as ever whether 
the most medieval regime known to Europe can endure. 

Newspaper people who came in the afternoon were very 
anxious to get my impressions of the reception. I could say 
nothing more than that the keynote was peace and that all the 
Germans seemed happy. 

September 14. Friday. Mattie and I went to the great opera 
house at Gharlottenburg, as guests of the Foreign Office, to 
attend the opening opera: Tannhauser. Hitler, Von Papcn, 
Goebbels and Generals von Blomberg and Von Fritsch were 
together in the old royal stalls. Next to us sat Ambassador and 
Madame Cerruti. Across the hall sat Ambassador and Madame 
Fran<jois-Poncet. The boxes were all occupied by diplomatic 
people and the house was crowded. The music began promptly 
after the German manner. At the first intermission all the main 
floor people rose, faced the Hitler box and stood for a time 
giving the Hitler greeting. This was done again at the second 
intermission. The vast audience including the actors and singers 
were enthusiastic about the Chancellor’s presence, more, I was 
told, than was evidenced when the Hohenzollems used to sit 
in the royal box. 

Von Papcn, in spite of what happened to him on June 30 
and all he told me, stood during the intermission talking with 
Goebbels whom he had denounced to me and who, according 
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to Von Papon’s son, hid tried to hite the Vice-Chancellor 
lolled Curious facts Von Papcn hates Gocbbels, Von Blom- 
berg had let me know that he hated Gocbbels and would 
like to see him dismissed, Von Tnlsch hates Vom Blomberg, 
and both were reported to have hated Hitler bcTorc June 30 
Now all of them sit together and appear to be intimate 
friends 1 

Madame Cerruti came to me during one of the intermissions 
and after observing the pretended diplomatic intimacies, said 
“You recall what I said at your table June 29’” I had not for- 
gotten Of course the Cerrutis know I have no more liking for 
their dictator than I do for the German autocrat As X medi- 
tate upon the problems and the ills of our civilization, I wonder 
whether the United States should not recall me I would be 
willing to go 

September 16 Sunday We had dinner with Ormc Wilson, 
whose chief guest was Counsellor Mamner of our Pans Em- 
bassy, returning from a tnp to Warsaw where he had been 
trying to assess the Polish policy towards France and the League 
He is highly protocol We attended the dinner so as not to 
appear offish, but there was no real discussion, no new informa- 
tion about any subject It would have been far better to have 
dined at home and read a good book, in case one could find a 
good book these days 

September ig Wednesday I called on Dr Schacht, on re- 
quest of our Secretary of State, at 1 1 o'clock He was very cor- 
dial When we had greeted each other, I said very frankly that 
the relations of our two countries could hardly improve so long - 
as. exer^bndij m. ^n.Tinit^^atWa'wiax'inivnfl-'uh'^rnft'vjennany 
was making ready to precipitate another war What good can 
I do in Berlin if all Germany is moving towards a world or 
European conflict 7 If I am to fail here, would it not be better 
to return home and stay 7 He was a little stunned and replied 
•You must not retire, it would do harm ” But what can one, 
of my way of thinking, do m a country where the atmosphere 
is so disagreeable 7 

He then said “All the world is combining against us , every- 
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body is attacking Germany and trying to boycott her ” Yes, I 
replied, but you know the way to stop such things is not to arm 
to the teeth If you went to war and won, you would lose more 
than you could gain Everybody would lose When he declared 
that the Germans are not arming so intensively, I said Last 
January and February Germany bought from American aircraft 
people $1,000,000 worth of high class war flying machinery 
and paid in gold He looked embarrassed and was about to 
deny it, but as he saw I was going to produce a document, 
he said “Yes, I suppose you know all about it, but we must 
arm " 

He then acknowledged that the Hitler Party is absolutely 
committed to war, and the people, too, are ready and willing 
Only a few government officials are aware of the dangers and 
are opposed He concluded “But we shall postpone it ten 
years Then it may be we can avoid war ” 

I reminded him of his Bad Eilsen speech some two weeks ago 
and said I agree with you about commercial and financial 
matters in the mam But why do you not, when you speak 
before the public, tell the German people they must abandon a 
war attitude? He replied “I dare not say that I can only 
speak on my special subjects ” 

How, then, can German people ever learn the real dangers of 
war if nobody ever presents that side of the question? He once^ 
■more emphasized his opposition to war and added that he had 
used his influence with Hitler, “a very great man,” he inter* 
jected, to prevent war I said The German papers printed what 
I said at Bremen about commercial relations between our coun 
tnes, but not a word about the temble effects and barbarism of 
war He acknowledged that and talked very disapprovingly of 
the Propaganda Ministry which suppresses everything it dis- 
likes He added as I was leaving “You know a party comes 
into office by propaganda and then cannot disavow it or stop 
it ” 

On my return to the Chancery, I left my car standing near 
the Brandenhuxgex Tor and walked, into the British Embassy 
-the Wilhelmstrasse Sir Enc Phipps was m his office and I 
talked fifteen minutes about the accumulating evidence in our 
1 0J hce of Germany's intense war activity His consular official s 
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seem, not to have given him information we have received from 
ours, especially from Stuttgart and Munich He pretended to be 
surprised when I gave him the facts about German purchases 
of aircraft from the United States in the last six months 
X also let him know that Schacht had acknowledged to me 
the war purposes of the Nazi party My talk with Phipps was 
confidential and preparatory to future conversations with him if 
President Roosevelt tnes again to bnng American arms manu- 
facture under government control My hope was to enlist him 
m a move to persuade his government to set up an investigation 
like that of Senator Nyc, now causing so much excitement in all 
countries Although I knew England had protested against the 
exposure of the corrupt practices of its arms manufacturers, I 
bluntly alluded to the good effects of the Nyc exposures He 
agreed, though he did not indicate n desire to say anything 
further The arms manufacturers over the world are the cause 
of most of this trouble in Europe 
At 2 30 1 went as guest of the Foreign Office to the Kroll 
Opera House to hear discussions of the great road work now 
going on in Germany A number of Germans were present, as 
also the English and French Ambassadors It turned out to be 
merely an occasion for Von Neurath to explain German foreign 
policy,“and peaceful purposes TheFuehrcr desires peace above 
all else ” The idea was to explain Germany’s attitude towards 
Russian admission to the League and the forthcoming plebiscite 
m the Saar Territory where the people arc to decide January r 1, 
I believe, whether they will return to the fatherland or remain 
under League of Nations rule 

All the members of the diplomatic corps were present and 
remained in their places until Von Neurath had finished When 
the translator began to give English translations, the British 
andFrench Ambassadors retired A little later the Italian and I 
left We had had enough of it Von Neurath was not bad, but 
no one believed his assertions about the peace purposes of the 
present regime 

September 24 Monday The Spanish Ambassador came to 
tell me that he intended to attend the BUcheberg Thanksgiving 
festival on September 30, mainly because he has been absent 
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from so many demonstrations and propaganda shows the last 
few months I told lum I had declined already and could not 
rev erse my decision These propaganda affairs are so naive and 
even repulsive that Z cannot endure them unless it is obvious 
that my official position requires it I think I shall explain these 
absences to Secretary Hull and get his reaction 

September 26 Wednesday The Belgian Minister, returned 
from his long summer vacation, called to talk over the German 
problems and the Hitler menace He was certain that no 1m 
mediate war is coming, but that war is the first object of the 
present regime, war not upon France or Belgium, hut upon 
Austria and Czechoslovakia ‘ That is the Hitler objective and 
it is much safer than the western drive which would unite 
France, England and Belgium ” 

It is plain that the Belgian and Trench Governments are not 
m harmony, the English and Belgians seem closer together 
He was very curious to know whether there is any prospect of 
the United States entering the League of Nations while Roose- 
velt is President I could not give him any information, except 
that I personally favour American entrance and that I know 
Roosevelt had also from rg20 to 1930 

We talked a little about the importance of the Far East and 
the needful co operaUon of the United States, England and 
France m that region if world peace is to be maintained We 
were in entire agreement, but I said in conclusion that public 
opinion in these countries seems far from co-operative As the 
Minister departed, I feared I had been too frank as there was 
at the end a little evidence that he might have been trying to 
size me up for a report to the clever Sir Enc Phipps, the British 
Ambassador Anyway I had given no assurances of any atti tudes 
m Washington 

September 27 Thursday Dr Carl Wehner and Dr Willy 
Beer of the Berliner Tageblalt called todaj and we renewed 
the whole German back to-the land movement My conclusion 
was that no real success had been attained The city unemployed 
will not go to farms unless compelled and the Hitler govern 
xnent has not applied force in this matter The large land 
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owners will not part with their lands at prices which the govern- 
ment can afford to pay. Nearly all the unemployed who have ' 
been on farms this summer will be back in the cities before the 
end of October. Mayor Salims’ claim to have relieved Berlin of 
100,000 unemployed applies only to summer workers, and they 
were not welcome workers to the peasants. 

September 28. Friday. At 9 o’clock, I appeared, upon invita- 
tion, at the Carl Schurz Verein where a professor of the Uni- 
versity of Berlin spoke on President Roosevelt’s New Deal and 
the economic prospects in the United States. It was a good and 
scientific presentation without bias or Nazi propaganda. There 
were about forty university and government people present. It 
was such a real affair that I felt free to raise three serious ques- 
tions when the meeting was thrown open for general discussion: 
(1) Would the absence of free or near "free lands in the United 
States make recovery on the Roosevelt lines difficult or im- 
possible? (2) Would the fact that neither European emigrants 
nor American unemployed were willing to accept homesteads 
Compel a new sort of social programme? (3) Finally, would the 
important fact that the population increase of all highly 
civilized countries will come to a standstill about 1970 not 
make a difference in economic and social remedies? 

There was a good deal of interest shown in these social and 
moral factors and some discussion, but no answers. It was 1 1 .30 
before the party adjourned. 

October 1. Monday. The wife of a Secretary of a German 
Legation in the Balkans called this morning to see if it would 
be possible for me to assist her in a difficulty forced upon her 
and her husband by Hitler’s representative, Rudolf Hess, who 
has 'crdtitA her hxfi’oand to prove mat none 01'ms ancestors or 
his wife’s were Jews. This lady was born here, of American- 
German parents. If she cannot prove that neither of her grand- 
parents were Jetvish, her husband must resign his position in the 
German Foreign Service. She handed me a document which 
merely showed that her family had been citizens of the United 
States. Of course I could do nothing; but I referred her to 
Consul Geist, thinking he might say a friendly word to some 
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Gemrm official and possibly case her situation The woman re- 
vealed no sign of non-Aryan blood This illustrates the German 
anti -Jewish policy 

October 4 Thursday My old fnend Quincy Wnght, of the 
University of Chicago, called to talk over the League of Nations 
problems as revealed at the recent conference at Geneva The 
prospect is not good The Nye investigations in Washington re- 
vealed the futility of previous League disarmament discussions 
while Bntish, American and French armament manufacturers 
were selling enormous supplies of arms to all the world and 
even maintaining secret agents at Geneva to defeat the very 
purpose of the Disarmament Conferences 

Wnglit thinks the Bntish Conservatives are opposed to the 
purposes of the League And the Washington investigations 
showed that the different armament manufacturers have sold 
great quantities of arms to Germany for gold, contrary to the 
treaty between Germany and the United States Nor have the 
English been better They have themselves violated the Ver- 
sailles Treaty in selling aircraft and other war matenals to 
Germany 

October 5 Friday At luncheon, the Japanese and Spanish 
Ambassadors, Von Pnttwitz and his wife, Professor and Mrs 
Hoetzsch of the University of Berlin, Mr and Mrs Wnght, 
Mrs Baum of Chicago and Miss Signd Schultz, among others, 
composed the party The Japanese was very clever and also 
very careful He talked much and said nothing The Spanish 
Ambassador is the opposite type, he revealed his real opinions 
whenever he spoke and he was very frank 

Countess von Pnttwitz, whose husband was Ambassador to 
the United States from 1926 to 1932, sat on my nght She was 
far more outspoken in her remarks about conditions and persons 
in Germany than I dared be Well as I know the Von Pntt- 
witzes, I do not feel that I can say to any German how terrible 
the Hitler autocracy is On my left sat a scientist’s wife who 
showed equal freedom She said, “German universities are 
about to be ruined Half their professors would migrate to the 
United States if it were possible to get positions " I felt keenly 
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for her and her husband, one of the foremost authorities in 
his field in Europe. This sort of talk comes to us almost every 
week, 

Ocfofew 6. Saturday. The newspapers indicate the emergence 
of a Fascist regime in Spain. I shall almost weep for my 
Spanish friend if it turns out that way. He is a genuine democrat 
with a fine mind and much learning. It would spoil his whole 
life if his country turned Fascist. But Europe is crazy ; no one 
can say what is in store for us. 

I spent the morning reading masses of documents and reports 
on conditions in Germany. At any other time in modem Ger- 
man history I would say a revolution is immediately ahead, but 
evidence has no significance if all communications are in the 
hands of a single man and he a monomaniac. He thinks himself 
called by some God to redeem Germany, and hence no German 
scholar or statesman dares say one word in criticism of anything. 
A report yesterday said: Two young S.S. soldiers, brothers, 
quietly opposed to the harsh drilling system they must endure,- 
spoke mildly against the Hitler autocracy and declined to attend 
some meeting of the Party. One of them was seized wheri 
away from home, killed and burned. His ashes were handed 
in a ‘package to the surviving brother two days later. That 
is not proved, but it accords with so many facts about other 
executions that I cannot refuse credence. Such things are 
supposed to terrorize all Germans so that they will submit to 
everything. 

October 7. Sunday. I worked all day today on an address I 
am to deliver in Washington December 28 or 29 before the 
American Historical Association. Previous presidential ad- 
dresses have generally dealt with “how history should be 
written” or “what is the proper realm of history,” I think this 
has been overdone, and feel I should make a definite historical 
contribution instead. I shall talk on the origin and development 
of African slavery in the South, with the title: “The First 
Social Order in the United States.” At this distance, and in 
a position where free time is not easy to get, this means much 
work. 
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October 8 Monday Martha’s birthday Her friends and ac- 
quaintances were mvitcd to come at io, rather late for a party 
and dance There were many agreeable people, including many 
troubled Germans like young Stresemann, the able son of the 
former Chancellor Gustav Stresemann, whose mother is a Jew 
ess and whose deceased father is loudly denounced by leaders of 
the present regime Young Stresemann can have no official 
position and it is not easy to get legal work because of his Jewish 
mother The evenmg was, however, quite agreeably spent, ex- 
cept that many guests, after the diplomatic and German fashion, 
remained long after midnight, at which time I retire 

October g Tuesday Luis Zulueta, Spanish Ambassador, and 
the one personal friend I have here in the diplomatic corps, a 
real personal friend, came to the office today to inform me that 
he had resigned and was going back to Madrid where he re- 
sumes his work as a professor of philosophy He said the new 
government of Spam is a combination of Fascists and Catholic 
•.reactionaries with the support of Mussolini and the Pope, an 
autocratic regime which he could not serve I had no doubt as 
to what he said The news from his unhappy country has been 
such for some weeks that I could easily see what his situation 
was I am afraid his successor will be a Fascist with whom I 
shall not be able to associate m any but a purely formal manner 
I am distressed to lose my only friend here 

At 7 o’clock Oechsner of the United Press called me at the 
house to say that the King of Yugoslavia had been killed in 
Marseilles a few hours ago Barthou, the French Foreign Secre- 
tary, was in the auto with the King, and was wounded It was 
a shock, especially because the visit to France was for the pur- 
pose of binding France, Italy and Yugoslavia into closer rela- 
tions against Germany and Poland At 7 30, another call in- 
formed me that Barthou was dying These assassinations may 
bring mtemaUonal trouble, in view of the tense relations 

At 8 30 in full evening dress, we went to dine with the Egyp* 
tian Minister, a rich man who has little to do here but who 
likes to parade his wealth There were uniformed servants 
everywhere and the dining room was huge There were about 
forty people present, all in grand style and with all sorts of 
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badges and medals of honour hanging on their conspicuous 
fronts, the women with costly diamonds and naked backs and 
breasts, red lips and finger nails. Such expense and stfow and 
dress seems out of taste, especially when indulged in by repre- 
sentatives of countries which do not pretend to pay their debts. 

There was little conversation at table, the party being too 
big. Afterwards there was some discussion of the terrible Mar- 
seilles events of today, said by a German general to have been 
due to negligence of the French police. Their conduct does seem 
to have been very bad. One German baroness asked the general 
whether war is imminent. She said she had three sons who 
would be called to the front. The General said, “No,” but when 
I told him of the war-like talk I have heard, though I did not 
mention Dr. Schacht, he admitted that the war spirit is strong. 
The baroness changed her tone and seemed rather willing to 
have her sons go to the front to fight France. Sir Eric and Lady 
Phipps came to us a few minutes before eleven and indicated 
that they would like to go but as we are seniors here we must 
move first — silly protocol. We said farewell in a little while 
and were at home at 1 1 . 

October io. Wednesday. The new Consul-General, Douglas 
Jenkins, called He comes from China and takes the place Mes- 
sersmith held for three years. He is a South Carolinian but by 
no means provincial or sectional in his attitudes. He has been 
in the service nearly twenty years. His knowledge of German 
is pretty good and will soon, I believe, be equal to the demands 
of his office. 

October it. Thursday. I went to see Secretary von Bulow at 
12 o’clock. On the gth, I received a cable from Washington to * 
roakc a sharp and positive demand that Germany cease dis- 
criminating against American creditors of Germany. I have 
protested half a dozen times without success. The interest pay- 
ment of about $2>ooa,ooo, due on October 15, had been 
ordered by Germany to be paid only to the extent of some 60 
per cent. Washington complained again and asked me to de- 
mand moTe. No one could receive me yesterday at the Foreign 
Office and today I had no idea I would succeed. 
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When I handed my aide-memoire to Von Btilow, he looked it 
through carefully and said : “Let me read you a copy of a cable 
we sent” to Secretary Hull, through Ambassador Luther, yester- 
day.” The telegram in German expressed regret that no nego- 
tiations for a trade treaty had been agreed to in Washington 
last spring. It then informed Secretary Hull that about one 
million dollars in registered marks had been cabled over to 
New York on the ioth. Von Billow said: “That is the best 
we can do and it meets the bondholders’ demands.” And it is 
substantially true. The marks will be transferred to Americans 
for the purchase of German goods or to travellers coming to 
Germany. 

We talked a few minutes about the possibility of trade nego- 
tiations. He acknowledged serious doubts about the working of 
autarchy here. Commerce must be freer or we shall all be 
sufferers. I was favourably impressed by what he said, though 
I had the feeling the Germans had somchowleamed the content 
of my aide-memoire, delayed my interview, and sent the money 
, to New York. Is there a leak in our office? Or did it get to the 
'’German Embassy in Washington? 

October x'4. Sunday. I worked all day on the address I am 
booked to read before the American Historical Association in 
Washington on December 27. I wish I were not in this position, 
president of the association this year. My hope is to make some 
historical contribution to men’s appreciation of current difficul- 
ties in the western world. 

October 17. Wednesday. Dr. Schacht came to lunch today 
directly from a Cabinet meeting at which Hitler exacted a new 
-oath of loyalty to himself. All the Reichswehr were required to 
take a special oath early in August when Hitler assumed the 
functions of President in addition to those of Chancellor. On 
August 19 everybody was committed to the new autocracy by 
an election in which 90 per cent of the people voluntarily or by 
coercion voted “Ja.” Now, at the first formal session of the 
Cabinet, every member was compelled to swear allegiance again. 

It wbs announced that every Cabinet member was answerable 
solely to the Chancellor, that the Parliament or Reichstag had 
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nothing to do with any of the business of government, and that 
Hitler was sole spokesman of the people. 

These facts were in the rpinds of everybody as they came 
together today. I asked Mr. White, our Counsellor, to be 
present and keep in mind all that was said about public affairs. 
In view of the fact that several people were killed here last June 
because they were reported to have talked freely to Ambassa- 
dors of France and England, I never do more than listen and 
occasionally ask a question when eminent Germans arc here. 
Dr. Schacht was hank and outspoken in a way no other German 
has been since our arrival here. We made a summary mentally 
amongst ourselves as soon as he went away, as he said, to his 
Reichsbank duties. 

'At table he said: “The whole modem world is crazy. The 
system of closed national barriers is suicidal and wc must all 
collapse here and the standard of living everywhere be reduced. 
Everybody is crazy. And so am I. Five years ago I would have 
said it would be impossible to make me so crazy. But I am 
compelled to be crazy. We are excluding raw materials all the-' 1 
time and must in time be ruined if we cannot export goods* 
and the exports decline all the time. We have* no money , to 
pay our debts and soon shall have no credit anywhere. England 
and France are recommending the constant decrease of ex- 
ports to us. Switzerland, Holland and Sweden are taking the 
same direction, and the United States hates us so that we can 
never re-negotiate our commercial treaty.” 

Prince Louis Ferdinand remarked: “The United States may 
have a dictator too. Huey Long is absolute master of Louisiana 
and expects to be master of the whole country.” Schacht did 
not say directly: “Imitate us!” but he made it clear that such 
was the Prince’s meaning. When* Schacht spoke of the im-' 
possible dilemma into which he was drifting, I said : You will 
have to invent something new. He laughed. 

Frau Dr. Schacht, who sat next to me at the table, showed as 
much discouragement as had Madame Cerruti on June 29, the 
day before the purge, when she had predicted war and said she 
was leaving Germany the next day. FrauSchacht talked of ajood 
shortage, and of compulsory contributions which would be im- 
possible to bear very long. There is no chance of her leaving 
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Germany, no matter how bad conditions become In case of 
collapse I fear Schacht will be made the goat by Hitler partisans 
and be put out If Hitler were to be assassinated, Schacht 
would probably be called upon to become head of the chaotic 
German state 

October 18 Thursday William Hillman, Hearst International 
News Service man in London, called to see me today He re- 
ported (i) Great Bntam and Holland have a pact by which 
Holland’s eastern border will be England’s eastern border in 
case Germany goes to war upon France, and the British army 
will enter Antwerp on its way to Germany For this concession 
from Holland, Great Britain has agreed to protect Dutch 
possessions in the Far East against Japan (2) Premier Mac- 
Donald is ill and must retire before long Baldwin and Chamber- 
lam are planning an election before that happens, if any 
excuse can be found An election with MacDonald leading 
would give victory, and after that he would retire and Baldwin 
would be Premier (3) Towards the United States, the British 
Government is increasingly hostile though not warlike, and 
there is no prospect of a pact with the United States 

October ig Friday I visited Sir Enc Phipps and repeated 
m all confidence a report that Armstrong-Vickers, the great 
British armament concern, had negotiated a sale of war 
material here last week, just before a British Government com 
mission arrived to negotiate some plan with Schacht for pay- 
ment of short term debts of £5,000,000 due on current deliveries 
of British cotton yam from Lancaster It is impossible, Schacht 
said to me yesterday, to pay the British debts Yet last Friday, 

I reported to Sir Enc, the Bntish arms people were selling 
for cash enormous quantities of war supplies And I was frank 
enough — or indiscreet enough — to add that I understood that 
representaUves of Curtiss Wright from the United States were 
here this week to negotiate similar sales The Bntish Ambassa- 
dor- prefianA sf Co ire surprised, and said iie would let me know 
if my information was correct 

About a Bntish-Dutch pact he knew nothing _Yet he said it 
might be I believe he know there is such an agreement but 
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is not allowed to admit it. Our conversation was most cordial, 
thought X felt, as I left, that he was more reserved than here- 
tofore when we have exchanged view’s. Perhaps 1 ^ was too 
frank, but he promised solemnly not to reveal anything I had 
said. 

Arm and B druid was visiting the children — no longer children 
— when we came home from a call on one of our staff. He 
asked me to sit aside a moment with him and consider the 
present German-French situation. I laughingly referred to the 
problem as not acute enough to keep us awake nights. *Hc re- 
mained solenm. He said that Goering and Goebbels want war 
this winter with the French over the Saar Territory where there 
is a plebiscite scheduled for January 13. He went on to say 
that troops are being collected on the bolder of the disputed 
zone, barracks being built and men trained daily for another 
war. 

I expressed the idea that Hitler would be afraid to risk war 
now. He insisted that Germany thinks she can win and that if 
any pretext at all arises— violence of unfavourable nature in the 
Saar valley or economic collapse here — there would be* an 
immediate attack upon France. I reminded him of England’s 
position and the probability that France and England arc 
stronger in the air than is commonly reported. He was not 
very hopeful of prompt action by England, fearing that the 
French capital and nation would be terrorized or destroyed, even 
if Germany were beaten in the end. ** 

Bdrard hoped we would not go home for Christmas, as we 
had planned, since too much might happen. I said : I have an 
engagement on December 27 in Washington. You might 
telegraph President Roosevelt that you need me here! He 
laughed, but went away troubled. This shows how tense the 
atmosphere is here, and there is some reason. Our Agricultural 
Attache who studies food conditions said to me today: *‘I 
would not be surprised if the German Government seized the 
Swift stores of lard in and around Hamburg any day. There is 
no lard in Germany and none available. Swift & Co. has re- 
fused to take marks in payment.” 

Josephus Daniels, United States Ambassador to Mexico; has 
been accused -publicly at home of having approved the anti- 
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lace, he talked of the present German economic situation with 
great anxiety. He said: “These people do not know -anything 
about economic and historical problems. They axe sacrificing 
the culture and intellectual life or Germany for their fantastic 
ideals of perfect unity and complctejndcpcndencc of all -the 
world, which is impossible for a great' nation.” 1 gave him bits 
of experience I have had here and part of my remarks to Hitl er 
and Rust on March 7, 1934, about academic freedom and its ' 
meaning for modem civilization. Dr. Sering was surprised but 
most happy to learn what I had said. He then dwelt at some 
length on what he regards as the impossible world complex. 

He spoke of the present German leadership which he said 
“has got itself into a warlike attitude towards all neighbours, and 
war would ruin Western civilization. This leadership demands* 
submission from the universities, the churches and the people, 
to its childish ideal It allows no freedom of speech, conscience 
of initiative. That will ruin us. Wc cannot endure it. I am no 
longer young. I oppose the system and I express my opinions 
when opportunity offers. If they want to kill me, they can do 
it. I shall not submit.” 

I was greatly impressed by the old gentleman’s courage and 
expressed purpose. When he said the system cannot last here, I 
wondered how be imagined effective opposition could be made. 
The Rcichswehr accepted the.absolutism of Hitler as demanded 
when Von Hindcnburg died. The Cabinet surrendered entirely 
when the new “laws” were decreed eariy in August/ and an 
election was called for August 17 in such a way that any Ger- 
man who voted “no” ran the nsk of imprisonment, perhaps 
death. At the first formal meeting of the Cabinet in October 
Hitler compelled every member to take a new oath of complete 
submission to him. Only one member— Eltz-Rubenach— re- 
sisted. If all had refused there could have been a revolution, 
but half the Cabinet is absolutely submissive, the other half 
actually so when, it comes to a real contest. 

Dr. Sering" said the system cannot last. I think its end not' 
near, and if the economic situation does not become impossible 
the regime is apt to go on for years. However, Dr. Sering, is in 
danger^senous danger— although I shall keep what he said 
entirely confidential. _ 
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especially instructed to discuss with me tlic situation in Germany , 
He had been definitely instructed not to visit me in Berlin I 
guessed this had been to avoid publicity of a conference between 
two, “brain trusters," as I have a i times been associated with 
Warren and Tugwell, although this is not really true in any 
sense - 

We talked freely I was told that Roosevelt holds Cabinet 
meetings but does not allow frank discussions I presume that 
is because. men like Hull, Roper and Wallace are 1 " strongly op- 
posed to Ickes and Miss Perkins and Lewis Douglas Tugwell 
said real discussions were taking place between the President 
and specialists who are trying to administer the New Deal I. 
remarked to Tugwell that I would not care to sit in such a 
Cabinet, free discussion, in my opinion, being the function of 
Cabinet advisers Tugwell revealed a sharp dishke of Secretary' 
Hull, one of the most competent men m the government We 
agreed, that the election of Upton Sinclair as Governor of 
California, especially since so much money had been poured into 
that state to discredit him, would be a help to Roosevelt It 
would be a solemn warning to the extreme capitalistic people 
who sull think they know how to govern the country 

October 28 Sunday At ti 30 William and I drove our car 
onto the feny*that took us back across Lake Constance and we 
continued on towards Stuttgart At Hechingcn, we lunched In a 
fair hotel on the mam street As I finished I asked the host; 
uho had just watched 2,000 Hitler Youth march past his win 
dow, whether he could give me a copy of a placard, issued by 
Goenng s Air Ministry, on the wall near our table It was a 
colour map of Germany which called on all Germans to learn to 
fly and which showed in sharp colours the parts of the Baltic 
and Yrance 'that should, be annexed 
The man gave me a copy of his placard 

I said Are you all learning to fly? He said * “We have twenty 
good flyers m^Hechingen and they have 2,000 m Stuttgart s 
capital of Wtituemberg AU big business wants war, the com- 
1 mon people do not ’ The speaker did not know who weWere and 

of course he spoke German It was a rather touching conversa- 
tion as he showed not a little concern *t 
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Wc dro\c on to Stuttgart where we made no stop There 
was nowhere any sign of unemployment or distress in Beyreuth, 
Ntlmberg or Stuttgart fn Konstanz there had been distinct 
signs of economic decline Hotels were closed, for instance, 
though that may have been due to the fact that the summer 
season is the time when they arc really m use 

October 2Q Monday All through this region, we have seen 
signs as we drove into towns which read “ Kerne Jnden tr 
tottnscht** (Jews are not wanted), '‘Jnden sind imser UnglUck ’ 
(Jews are our misfortune), and so on, sometimes done with 
bitter humour At Erfurt there was every evidence of prosperity, 
and in Goethe’s famous town, Weimar, there was the same 
evidence of industrial activity Wc drove through Bitterfeld, a 
town with a huge munitions development, aglow with industrial 
activity, every smokestack busy and all the great industrial 
houses lighted from top to bottom In the little hotel at Witten- 
berg nearly every table was taken, the great poison gas manu- 
facturing plant keeping people busy here and giving Luther's 
town a most lively appearance. On the walls of the old hotel 
there were pictures of Von Hindenburg and Hitler, the same 
size and make , there was a third and smaller picture of Dr 
Goebbels I asked the servant why General Goenng was 
not represented He turned away with a smile * 

From Wittenberg we reached Berlin in two hours, a beautiful 
iSghf drive It had been a long journey of four days The cost 
was about 200 marks for both of us, not including the gas 
purchased on credit, the diplomatic way, the bills to bS for- 
warded to me in Berlin 

N * 

October 30 Tuesday My usual routine began at g 30, the 
staff members and clerks trading in after me They think a 
diplomat should not enter his office until to 30 or 1 1, the clerks 
and typists coming at 10 This is especially true of Americans 
"here The French and English begin at g and ^continue until 
6 or 7 ' 

At 12 o’clock the new Russian Ambassador, Jacob Suntz, 
called in all form and ceremony, a distinguished looking man, 
perfeedy dressed and very protocol in manner, very much like 
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the French Ambassador. Wc talked German nearly an hour on 
economic subjects. 

. November r„ Thursday.- At' 12 o’clock. Professor Coar came 
in. He was much the same but.rather piorc unfriendly to the 
Nazi regime than during the summer of 1933. The stories he 
told would seem to indicate increasing hostility to Hitler in 
Germany He had sat in a hotel here a day or two before, wait- 
ing for a friend whom he dared not visit in his house. Near him 
were nvo women who were knitting, after eating their break- 
fast. One of them said to the other: “You know my nephew 
has been put to death.” The other seemed nor to be surprised 
but was quite angry. *. “ 

In Hamburg, Coar said, hostility in a luncheon-room was so 
outspoken that he l^ad had to leave lest he be reported as a 

GeS™'''^ 1 ^ 0 " U beginnin S a series of lectures before 
German universities on cultural subjects, and he has been 
guaranteed perfect freedom. He reported that Hitler had sent 
word that he would attend his first lecture in Munich 

S »; • *?5 

address. He now seems’ somewhat reconciLd ,0 *e Hito^ 

gime and wishes to spend a month in New York ri™ i 
Washington. Since he knows the European financial “ d 

well, I gave-him lettem of introduction “ hI m 50 

Jr., and Daniel Roper. I suspect to r^I mS I -° rgen,h: ; u > 
the American Jews, as he said he was havinc roof “ ‘° pac!fy 
Dr. Schacht. He iviU find Morgenthau fSL with 

impatient with the German regime ’ and son ’ most 
At 6 o’clock, I returned the formal call of .h. c • . 

sador, Suritz. He talked rather frerlv *0° S ? vlet Ambas- 
life and gave me-an inkling or negotfations 'Jhlf S'! ec ? nomi o 
of the Nazi hatred of everything 8 Russian “ spite. 

trying to negodate a pact with the Soviet, it*?** Hitler is 
Poles, mainly to scare the Fmnch. I *“ ™< h the 

*vaicn all signs. 


November s. Friday. Frederick Oechsn. 


ier> l ^ e United Press 
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representative, called to explain how badly m his report to his 
news agency he had assessed the Lutheran Church situation last 
week when I went to Munich I had asked him at that time 
to let me know the exact state of tilings in Bavanaand Wiirttem- 
berg where two bishops were m prison, and his report showed 
that the Associated Press and London accounts were mostly in- 
correct This morning he said “I want to explain and correct 
my former report , it was wrong I do not know how our man 
in southern Germany got it so badly mixed ” I knew that his 
local reporter, a German, was a Nazi sympathizer who dared 
not let him learn the facts 1 was glad to note that OechSner 
was willing to acknowledge his error I think his organization 
in New *York wishes him to be^as favourable to the Hitler 
regime as possible r 

I lunched today in the magnificent Esplanade Hotel dining- 
room, one of the handsomest I have ever seen anywhere, with 
the American Club, where the new Consul General Jenkins was 
the speaker and Dr DieckhofT was the German official represen- 
tative Jenkins read a careful address on Chinese life and cul- 
ture and in no way made statements that would in anyway be 
compromising here My thought has always been to say some- 
thing or not speak at all, though I endeavour never, in this 
atmosphere, to say anything that can be quoted as applying 
directly to the existing regime 

November^ 6 Tuesday Professor Wolfgang Wind el banc/, 
modem historian at the University of Berlin, came to walk 
with me At 5 30 it was already dark, a fact which X was sure 
pleased Wmdelband He talked about a lecture he is giving on 
No\ ember 14, before the American Women's Club, on Bis- 
marck in 1870 and 1871 He said he would dwell upon the 
mistake the military men made when they demanded Alsace- 
Lorraine and not merely German speaking Alsace I have never 
known a German historian who seemed to understand Bis- ' 
marck’s position when the treaty of 1871 was being forced upon 
France Wmdelband however, opposed Bismarck’s inclusion of 
Lorraine in the Reich 

Wmdelband drifted quickly to a discussion of the position 
of universities under the Hitler regime It is a very critical 
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situation, he said. It cannot continue two more years without 
ruining university life in Germany. He then told me of his 
part in conducting state examinations for history teachers in high 
schools. The^chairman of the examination board was a local 
•Nazi leader. Two other examiners, also Nazis, tried to force 
the candidate to answer a number of questions in their ideologi- 
1 cal way. The candidate adhered strictly to history as written 
and -taught before 1933. Windelband voted that the candidate 
was right. The two Nazi examiners voted that the candidate 
had failed. The matter was hotly discussed and the board finally 
decided the candidate had passed in spite of protests from sev- 
eral of the Nazis. The Nazi presiding officer had voted with the 
regular professors. Windelband thought this a significant result. 

• He added that the church struggle was helping the univer- 
sities immensely. I think there is a chance, but doubt whether 
the Catholics will support the Lutherans in their contest and 
believe this failure will defeat the university people. Catholics 
do not al\vays‘practise religious freedom or freedom of speech, 
and the Pope is in alliance with the autocratic Fascist crowd’in 
Spain who are killing their opponents after the Italian-German 
manner. 

Perhaps the Luthcran-Calvinist people of Germany will win. 
Mor’c than a thousand of their preachers have been dismissed 
because they would not surrender and they are now threatened 
with 'Starvation, almost all of them haying families. "Of course 
if all church folk of Protestant faith would hold firmly together, 
they would succeed, but how can they co-operate"when com- 
munication -with one another is almost impossible? 

November 8 . Thursday. Mattie, Martha and I lunched today 
. with the British Ambassador and Richard Strauss, the great Aus- 
. trian musician. About October 13, as I recall, X had ashed Sir 
Eric Phipps whether there were a pact between -England and 
Holland under which England guarantees the Butch position 
in the Far East and Holland opens her harbours to'England in 
case of another war provoked by Germany or Japan or both 
He then said he knew of no such pact. I had also asked him 
whether the Armslrong-Vickcns concern, closely linked to the 
British Government, had sold war materials to Germany just 
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before the armal of the British committee to negotiate Lan- 
caster debts He had said “No” to both questions, but added 
that he \sould call me if he learned anything He had not 
called me between October 13 and this date 

At table there was no exchange of remark that might in any 
way be called intimate After all of us retired from the table, 
he managed to avoid seeing me alone, c\en making this con- 
spicuous We had no exchange of words on any Subject except 
in the presence of others It is the first experience of this kind 
I hive had with him I am convinced the Armstrong people 
sold war material to Germans for gold at the very moment the 
Lancaster cotton people were being told they could not be paid 
I shall investigate this and carry facts to ’Washington when 
I go * v 

At 4 o’clock, I called on the Dutch M mister and asked him 
about the Dutch-Enghsh pact He said there was none, but 
acknowledged he li3d been in London in the hope of doing 
something on the subject He said Holland would be compelled 
to enter the next European war or be annexed to Germany He 
was certain that war is coming 

I told him that Sir Henn Deterding was supposed to be com 
ing to see Hitler soon He had not heard it I said Does Sir 
Henn support Sir Oswald Mosley, England’s Fascist Fuehrer* 
He said “I know him well and I am sure he would giveMosley 
£100 000 to help him win ’ Will he come here then to make 
a deal with Hitler to get a monopoly of the German markets 
for his oil and gasoline? The reply was “I have heard 
recently there was a conference in London ivith Standard Oil 
Company about their relations in Europe, and so I do not be- 
lieve Sir Henn has such a plan in mind ” After some further 
talk in which we agreed on. every essential point about the war 
danger in Europe, also in the Far East, I bade him good bye 
He said he was leaving tomorrow for The Hague and would 
call to see me after his return 

November g Friday I learned this morning that there are 
negotiations fietween Germany and Russia for safes of goods to 
Russia on a five-year credit scheme To make a little more sure 
of this story, I sent for Armand B^rard He came and I told 
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him in confidence what I had heard He u as a little perturbed 
but not surprised and said he would let me know if he obtained 
further facts As Bullitt lias failed to make any real agreement 
about the Russian debt of §200,000,000 to the United States 
and is now on his way back to Washington, I shall press this 
case if I have an opportunity and wire information to the State 
Department 

The fact that a great number of high German officials and 
generals of the Reichswehr were most conspicuous at the Rus- 
sian reception two days ago indicated something, though Hitler, 
Goenng and Goebbels were not present In my judgment the 
Reichswehr, the Foreign Office and the royalists arc all pressing 
Hitler for a Russian pact like that with Poland, which was a 
surprise to all the world in 1933 The idea is to isolate France 
and find a market for German goods, as the former regime 
found The Russian idea is to let the United States know that 
the> aTe not so important It all points to peace for a few years, 
that is, until Germany can be entirely ready to command 
Europe 

November 10 Saturday We went tonight to the Italian con- 
cert where Ambassador and Madame Cerruti received all the 
diplomatic corps The concert was good At the close of the first 
part, I spoke a moment with the Polish Ambassador, recently 
raised to this rank He said he thought a German-Russian pact 
was in process, perhaps already signed * 

November xi Sunday James McDonald came yesterday in 
the hope of seeing officials of the German Government Dr 
Scbacht refused to see him, though he had made an appoint- 
ment for the 9th He is to see Schacht’s assistant tomorrow, his 
hope being to get Germans to allow Jews who leave the country 
under heavy pressure to take some of their property with 
them 

At luncheon today we had Professor Scnng who knows the 
economic and agricultural life of the modem world better than 
anybody I know He was again most vigorous and outspoken 
m his opposition to the Hitler philosophy and practice His 
wife was even more venturesome in my presence They are not 
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orthodox Christnns but they attend Dr Nicmocllcr’s church at 
Dvhlcm regularly and rejoice at the Lutheran revolt against 
the present effort to force all Germans into one church — the 
Deutsche Christen 

Count von BemstorfT, nephew of the former Ambassador to 
\\ aslungton, was also present and was equally frank in criticism 
of the autarchy vs Inch he sa>s will ruin Germany for decades 
to come There vs as another guest who had talked very frankly 
sometime before at the Berlin Sport Club He wore today die 
regular Party badge and to my surprise, seemed to be preparing 
a report to the Propaganda hhnisiiy of what he heard at our 
table He got nothing from me The professor paid no atten 
tion to the Nazi party min, except to talk more frankly and 
mention to inc that the son of the famous Admiral Von Tirpitz 
was related to him, which interested the Party man somewhat It 
was a unique luncheon When all were gone, Martha reported 
that Von BemstorfT had said so much in the presence of the 
Nazi leader that she feared he would be reported 

November 12 Monday The manager of the American Fox 
Tilm Company here came to the office to say that in a con 
ference of film people m the Propaganda Ministry a few days 
ago he had been ordered to put unfriendly interpretations into 
American films presented in Germany He had protested, saying 
that such propaganda would still further exasperate American 
public opinion The German film officials replied they did not 
care what Americans thought or said of the Germans He 
wished me to intervene in his behalf in case trouble came to 
him for not obeying orders All I could say was that I would 
ask our Consul General Jenkins to do whatever the law or 
treaties allowed I am expecting the Fox Film Company to be 
ordered out of the country, as some other companies are now 
about to be 

November 13 “Tuesday This morning I violated my usual 
rule and went to the City Hall to hear General Goenng ad 
dress the Academy for German Justice a kind of German bar 
association The wonderful hall was crowded to utmost capacity 
when I arrived On every desk in my part of the room there 
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was a large envelope filled with beautifully printed pamphlets 
describing German grievances against the world, especially the 
Saar question. Von Neurath had contributed a brief plea for 
the German claims. 

Hans Frank, head of the Ministry of Justice here, presided. 
Last summer, Frank was about to be killed because he ventured 
to inquire about certain prisoners in a concentration camp near 
Munich. He escaped somehow. Itwasjunc30. 1 could nothelp 
thinking of this story when lie rose to greet Gocring with the 
“Hcil Hitler” salute which every German official is compelled 
to give on every possible occasion. 

Gocring entered the hall in a Brown Shirt uniform, his chest 
covered with medals and badges of honour. He turned towards 
the audience as he approached the platform, raised his right 
hand, bowed and shouted “Heil Hitler.” I did not enjoy these 
demonstrations. They have always seemed so absurd to me. 
But several of the other diplomats did heil Hitler effectively. 
Von Neurath and Von Scbwerin-Krosigk, the Finance Minister, 
joined reluctandy, as it appeared to me. 

The audience sat down and Goering read an address which 
re-emphasized the absolute dependence of every German citizen 
upon the Fuehrer. There was to be no sort of resistance at any 
time. When the speaker briefly explained the murders -of June 
30, he showed no sign whatever of any consciousness of error 
on that occasion. All foreign peoples had denounced the acts 
of the Fuehrer although he pretended he was saving the German 
people from disaster, but this was stupid. “We needed to have 
no indictments, proofs or trials. We were killing enemies of the 
people.” 

Everybody knew Goering had ordered the killing of men 
and women against whom there was no feeling or evidence 
myv.tai-.thjittbraj wuK.'BiiV.' jotwcioran. jAmmpJrawl’neiaf 
general said heads will simply be chopped off if men do not 
obey the inspired Hitler and submit to his decrees. A good many 
or these statements were intajected. They did not appear in the 
printed copy when it came out in the papers. Since correspon- 
dents or the foreign press were not present there was no likeli- 
hood of a sensation anywhere, and German judges and lawyers 
were instructed emphatically what they must do. 
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November 15 Thursday Consul General Jenkins called to 
review some of his work and then told me that a clerk m the 
Propaganda Ministry had met one of the consulate clerics at 
luncheon today, had told him that Jenkins was as real an enemy 
of Germany as was former Consul General Mcssersmith, and 
had added that they had a copy of Jenkms’Jast report to Wash- 
ington which proved the point That was a little exasperating 
to the Consul Genera] He had made only one report and that 
at the request of the President It was a survey of agricultural 
relief for the unemployed, and I had read it carefully There 
was no criticism, simply a summary of all the reports made by 
Minister Darre, head of the Ministry of Agriculture 

It was certainly stupid for anyone in Goebbels’ office to re- 
veal such a thing even if it had been true It annoys a new and 
very important American official here, and it rev eals an espio- 
nage which puts us all on our guard The document had Iain on 
my desk three days, not bang regarded as specially confidential 

At 8 30 1 went to the Adlon Hotel to hear Minister of Educa 
tion Rust lecture on German culture and education The host 
of the evening was Alfred Rosenberg who met me at the en 
trance to the hall The photographers snapped us as we shook 
hands It was not delightful to me, for there is no German 
official who thinks less clearly or indulges in more bunk I was 
r again photographed as I shook hinds with General von Fntscli, 
chief of the Reichswehr and an opponent, I am sure, of all that 
Rosenberg and Rust represent 

When Rust began speaking it was clear that we were to hear 
only propaganda He talked of the heroic Party struggle, of the 
inspired work of Hitler, and of the absolute necessity of keep- 
ing all children from learning anything but loy alty to the State 
and ngid discipline, both mental and physical The best way to 
bring up young people was to put them in farm homes the first 
six years of their lives, then in country primary schools, and 
finally, from twelve to eighteen, m classical schools Tins would 
make good Hitlerites and heroic Germans ready to die for their 
race amf country 1Y0 religious miTuences should' fie allowed' until* 
after the tw elfth year The audience applauded warmly 1 1 was 
all just another revelauon of the type of thought or absence of 
thought that prevails here Will intellectual Germany submit? 
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November 16. Friday. L. V. Steere, our Agricultural Attach^, 
called after a month’s sojourn in the United States. He reported 
two conferences of the Under-Secretaries of State and Agricul- 
ture in which the majority opinion was very strong against their 
chiefs, Hull and Wallace, exponents of free trade policy as far 
as it can be practised now. It is not unnatural that bureaucratic 
under-secretaries from former administrations should still 
adhere to the old protective philosophy, although most en- 
lightened men recognize that protectionism was one of the 
great calises of the disaster of 1929-1934. 

Mr. Pierce of the International General Electric Company 
came to urge a favourable report to the State Department on a 
Siemens proposition to lay a cable between Germany and the 
United States. This scheme of the greatest European electric 
power companies in co-operation with the cotton importers of 
Bremen is designed to connect Germany and the United States’ 
without touching England, by cable. Germany would be able 
to buy cotton -with the money ($10,000,000 or $12,000,000) ob- 
tained from the United States as payment for the laying of the 
cable. Two difficulties are in the way : England has a monopoly 
of the cable business now and may not allow contact at any 
point in Ireland, and the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Company in New York may not accept this new project as a 
connecting link between the United States and the German 
systems. Mr. Pierce explained and argued for a time and I 
became convinced it seemed to be a reasonable undertaking 
and agreed to have our Commercial Attach^ make a study of 
the matter. 

Novmbtr i 7 . Saturday. The Polish Ambassador, Lipski, 
called Tor the usual greetings after his promotion from Minister 
tn. Amhassadm; anti TOtnimti rnarfij am ’riuur. Vie was trank 
in the discussion oFPolish-German relations : “The pact oflast 
winter is only a temporary affair. Germany intends to re-annex 
part of our country, the maps posted all over Germany show 
this clearly. I'protested against these a few days ago, but re- 
ceived no satisfactory answer from the Foreign Office The 
R ussians and the Germans are negotiating a commercial treaty 
which I think has a political and military pact attached, but 
02 J 
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it is secret, and these negotiations are going on largely to iso- 
late France ” He did not say that it was the same motivation 
that actuated his government last year, but he let it be 
inferred 

Germany, he went on, intends to re-annex Alsace-Lorraine 
and large parts of Poland as well as Austria and Czechoslovakia 
Then she will control the Balkan region zone and all the Baltic 
Sea Europe will be a German realm if she succeeds This was 
nothing new, but coming from one who had helped his country 
humiliate France in 1933, it was interesting However; it was 
plain that he still regards France and England as the only hope 
of the Poles He believes firmly in the French-Enghsh-Belgian 
pact oflast July Co-operation of the western powers, he stated, 
is the only salvation for all the smaller states of Europe 
. It seems to me that Monsieur Lipski is not entirely in sym- 
pathy with autocracies, although he has never indicated dislike 
of the reactionary Polish regime Like a diplomat, he obeys 
orders from home and always maintains a smooth countenance 
even when embarrassing questions are raised 

We went to dme with Professor Hermann Oncken at his 
house in Dahlem The library which was filled with books, 
perhaps 4,000 volumes, was crowded with guests, all standing 
until We went to the dinner-table Oncken is a German 
historian of highest rank and author of many books, though 
none that I have seen shows the non-partisanship that seems to 
me necessary if history is to serve its purpose 

When the dinner service was about half finished, one of the 
guests rose to pay tribute to the host on the occasion ofhis sixty- 
fifth birthday The speaker read a marvellous poem which paid 
appropriate tribute to Oncken but satirically warned Oncken of 
the temble misfortune which might hang over him if there 
were a possibility that some one of his ancestors was of non- 
Aryan blood The author gave a seemingly solemn admonition 
to all present m a language as witty and clever as I have c\er 
heard Although the present Nazi philosophy was ridiculed in 
eve?? iw, n& qu&latt&a coa!d have been founcf that the IWrzu 
could use to convict the author before a German court 

A second speaker. Dr Friedrich Sclimidt-Ott, paraphrased 
— Schiller’s poetry m a similar vein, showing the greatness of the 
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famous poet of Goethe’s time and the distressing liberality of 
the one German poet whom Nazi Germany claims to be its 
model. Still another speaker spoke in a like strain for ten 
minutes, and finally Dr. Ferdinand Sauerbrucb, the famous Von 
Hindenburg physician, concluded the tributes of the occasion 
in a witty summary of what had been said and closed by clever 
compliments to Frau Oncken. From the beginning to the end 
there was sharp fun-making of the Hitler-Roscnbcrg philosophy 
and conduct, and everybody seemed to enjoy all that was 
said. 

Although we have attended many dinners in Berlin, some 
in honour of President von Hindenburg, some at the French 
and English Embassies, I have nowhere seen such clever 
people. All the guests were specialists in certain fields of history, 
literature and art, and several had held high positions in former 
governments here. It was a challenge to any person of learning 
and the whole performance showed by contrast the emptiness 
of diplomatic dinners where no one ever feels free to say any* 
thing about the fields of history and literary criticism, because 
nobody knows history and literature and because no one trusts 
anyone else. We came away at 1 1 o’clock. 

Jfovtmbc t 20. Tutsday. We lunched today with Mr. and 
Mrs. White. There was one really intellectual person present, 
a former German Cabinet official who had resigned when his 
chief, Stresemann, disagreed sharply with him about official 
policy. His name is Hans von Raumer. Another guest was Dr. 
Wilhelm Solf, the German Ambassador to Japan in 1905, who 
lives half time here and half in Switzerland on account of 
delicate health, and perhaps a delicate position under the 
Hitler regime. 

Von Raumer indulged after luncheon in the first real assess- 
ment of the Bismarck era 1 have ever heard from a German : 
“Bismarck had done great work, but his greatest mistake con- 
sisted in the clever shaping of the German Imperial constitu- 
tion so that the German people thought they had parliamentary 
government when in fact it was a dictatorship of Prussia, speak- 
ing through the Reich’s Supreme Council in which Prussia 
always had a majority— seventeen to sixteen— when all members , 
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were present In tins way the people of Germany were 
dominated by an utterly undemocratic group " 

Von Raumer had been a member of the Reichstag from 1920 
to 1930 and I realized that he spoke from experience under 
the democratic Weimar constitution of 1919 He did not men 
tion the fact that the Bismarck suffrage system also stalled popu- 
lar opimon in the old Reichstag, even though, as he said, that 
body really had no power against the Prussian Junkers, who 
dominated the Council majority All this was familiar to me 
from my Leipzig student days, but I had never heard a Ger- 
man scholar acknowledge this undemocratic system as a great 
Bismarckian blunder He said it was that system which pre 
vented German people from earning parliamentary govern 
ment It also caused the World War 

* November 22 Thursday Frank C Lee, American Consul 
General at Prague, who has been appointed First Secretary here 
to take the place of Mr Wilson, called this afternoon, Mr Lee 
has served twenty years as Consul, speaks Russian and German 
well, and knows the European complex fairly well judged from 
occasional reports which have come to me here There is no 
doubt in my mind of Lee’s capacity or industry, but his visit to 
look things over reminds me of certain interesting facts 
When I accepted this post, I stipulated that there was to be 
no complaint if I lived within my official income I could not 
play the rich man’s game as Walter Hines Page had done in 
London at the expense of his family and friends However, I 
had not been in Berlin long before I received noUce that the 
then Counsellor, George Gordon, was to be recalled and J C 
White was to succeed him In fact, William Phillips, Assistant 
Secretary of State, had told me this was contemplated I did not 
realize the purpose of this appointment until some months later 
when I heard that White was one of the richest men m the 
service 

At the same time, I learned that Ormc Wilson was to come 
the Jffr/Aa; and he frtty reported afso to fie a t ery weiftfty 
man Tins was clearly intended to supplement my want of 
millions of dollars Furthermore, I saw that Jay P lerrepont 
Moffat, brother in law of White, and Phillips, uncle of Wilson, 
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both in high positions in the State Department, intended to 
have White and Wilson manage the Embassy. 

Tliis is the background to Lee’s visit today. White and Wilson 
show no enthusiasm. I believe Lee is superior in character to 
anybody on the staff here. 

November 23. Friday. Prank Gannett, a personal friend of 
President Roosevelt, came in today and asked for an interview 
with Hitler if possible. He reported that London was very 
fearful that Gocring would send a thousand aircraft over that 
city during some fog and destroy it before the English could 
begin a defence. I rather doubted the story, and suspected it 
was all a means of getting appropriations from Parliament for 
enlarging the British air forces. 

Mr. Gannett is the owner of a dozen New York State news- 
papers. He said there are many well-to-do people at home who 
are arguing for a Fascist system there, with a sort of Hitler 
to head it. They use the facts of perfect order and absence of 
crime in Germany as arguments for such a move. I told him 
there were other phases of the regime which would shock 
Americans to the limit. 

At 12.30 I went to the Foreign Office to present a protest 
once more against German discrimination in debt payments. 
Von Billow received me and I gave him the document, this 
being about the fifth or sixth time I have presented the same 
words, or nearly the same. Von Bulow repeated the old excuse: 
“Wc sell no goods to the United States and so can pay no 
debts.” 

I replied : I understand that argument, but our bondholders 
cannot see its value. They think the bonds were not issued on 
any such understanding. They would be willing to take lower 
interest payments if other peoples, English and French, did 
the same. When he referred again to lack of trade, I said : That 
is unfortunate and you know our government is notv reducing 
tariff rates as fast as public opinion will allow. I may say that 
Secretary Hull delivered an address early this month in New 
York in which he said the protective system has been a curse 
to our people. I said I agreed with the Secretary, but that we 
cannot suddenly abandon a policy when so many thousands of 
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workers are certain to be unemployed As fast as we can change 
this we shall do so But just as we abandon our barriers, you 
set up even higher ones and create a system which you cannot 
change without even greater losses and disturbances How can 
we have better economic relations when such systems are ap 
plied* There was a half hearted assent to my remark about the 
present German autarchy 

November 26 Monday Dr Arnold Brecht, formerly a Cabinet 
member here, now a lecturer at the New School for Social 
Research in New York, came to see me I had not known 
that he lived m Berlin and was sorry we had not had him to 
dine or lunch with us He seems to me to be a very able and 
truly patriotic German He remains one year more in New 
York, and I wonder what he will do when he comes back next 
June. He is not welcome here and unemployed in the United 
States He is not a Jew, but just as helpless, or will be 

November 30 Friday At 4 30 I called to see Sir Enc Phipps, 
thinking he might tell me something of recent moves in London 
which look like definite warnings to Germany about their 
intense rearmament He said “I went to London Fnday night, 
November 23 I spent Sunday, the 25th, in the country with 
Sir John Simon, the Foreign Secretary He told me what was 
planned far debate in the House of Commons for Wednesday, 
the 28th, and Monday morning I sat with the Cabinet for an 
hour or more reviewing facts and circumstances here I returned 
early on Tuesday the 27th, with a memorandum to be pre 
sented to the German Foreign Secretary I read the memoran- 
dum to von Neurath at 12 o’clock ” Sir Enc then read the 
document to me It was a positive warning to Germany on two 
subjects the reported and accepted accounts of German secret 
arming, especially air preparations, and the effects of this secret 
and perpetual rearmament upon world opinion The Bntish 
Cabinet members were wiling to have their views corrected by 
Y ora. NitM.ea.dx dwj vetet vrremg Sn Ynt ‘ibtT. yvA 

“I was asked to see the Chancellor at 5 the same day I read 
lum some of the items of the Bntish document After a mo- 
ment, he jumped up, ran about the room, waved his arms and 
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declared ‘all countnes around me are arming, they have ten 
thousand airplanes and yet they complain that we Germans 
hav c i ,ooo 1 * He went on shouting and fussing and Von Ncurath 
joined him I came away not a little disgusted Next morning 
Von Ncurath called and begged me to sec him I went to his 
office and he tned indirectly to correct the impression the 
Chancellor had made and especially to explain his own conduct 
You see the foreign Secretary here is never consistent or firm ” 

I said Of course Von Neurath is afraid of Hitler and consc 
quently always appears in the presence of outsiders to agree 
with him 

Sir Enc then explained the British policy and the debate in 
Parliament of Wednesday night, November 28 I said It seems 
to me your government has acted very wisely and I am glad 
the information has been conveyed to the American State De- 
partment I then asked him about the possibility of a British- 
\mencan agreement as to the Far Eastern naval problem He 
laid he had not had any reactions to that problem while in 
London, but was convinced our two countnes could agree In 
case Japan broke away and hastened her naval armament, 
England would not object to American increases of naval 
strength This naval race looked foolish to him, but Japan 
seemed bent upon an impenalist programme 

Once more I come to my 1933 solution of these dangerous 
problems If Great Bntam and the United States unite upon a 
guarantee of Philippine independence and the existing status m 
the Far East, the dangerous naval race will cease, and there 
will be peace m the Pacific After this success, the two countnes 
can present a united front against war like Germany at the next 
disarmament conference, with Russia and France supporting 
them, and peace m Europe will be guaranteed All this has 
‘int ‘btifte’ijepartment and t’ncTrcsi 
dent and both the Bntish and French Ambassadors have 
seemed to agree with me entirely, also the Dutch Minister who 
is always alert and deeply interested 
As if I had not done enough for one day, we went to the 
Berlin Staatsoper to hear a concert conducted by Enc Kleiber, 
reported to be a half Jew who managed somehow to continue 
ms art in Berlin It was an interesting performance, a truckload 
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of police guarding the building The police were there because 
a demonstration by the Nazi part of the audience was expected 
against the music composed by the Austnan-Jewish artist, Berg, 
forbidden by German decrees But when the Berg part was 
finished, one man in a prominent box shouted “Hed Mozart” — 
a signal for a protest from the audience There was no protest 

December / Saturday The foreign press gave their usual 
dinner and ball at the Adlon Hotel We arrived as guests of 
Miss Sigrid Schultz The British Ambassador, General von 
Reichenau, acting Chief of Staff, and some English and Ameri- 
can visitors were at the same table. The French Ambassador, 
the Russian, General von Fntsch and Dr Goebbels were at 
another table They seemed very friendly although hatreds 
between Franjois Poncet and Goebbels, and between Von 
Fntsch and Goebbels are known to be tense Von Neurath came 
late and went away without dining The reports were that he 
was not offered proper seating rank He should have been 
placed at the table with Goebbels and that would have been 
most embarrassing 

December 2 Sunday I received a report today from Stuttgart 
which described a happening there on Wednesday, November 
28 Alfred Rosenberg who is the official philosopher of the 
present regime ivent to Stuttgart, the capital of WOrttcmberg, 
the home of Von Neurath, to lecture to the South Germans 
on their loyalty to the sacred state He reviewed the un- 
happy relations of the ancient Catholic Church with the 
Holy Roman Empire, the first Reich “No religion shall be 
permitted to weaken the hold of the state on the people Only 
what is useful to Germany can be regarded as true and wc 
claim the absolute nght to remould all things in Germany as 
the) should be Nauonal Socialists in Germany will form in 
the future a social order with all the holy mysticisms of the 
mcdiexal age” He concluded “You all know that there is a 
.senatorial Rail swib Auty-Aw ,v? t\\? J&sswv .v 

Munich which has never yet been in use We only await the 
signal of the Leader to laj the foundations of tins holy order 
of German) in tins hall ” „ 
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This reveals" a little of what was said, and of the strange 
mysticism which has gripped the vast majority of the German 
people, if votes on two occasions, November 12, 1933, and 
August 19, 1934, prove anything. This sort of talk is repeated 
almost every day by Hitler, Goering, Goebbels, Dane, Ley and 
minor characters, never by university professors or preachers, 
except the Deutsche Christen people. The newspapers repeat 
these ideas always with approval. 

In Stuttgart all the officials of the city, the S.S. and S.A. men 
and officers and some Reichswehr people attended under Com- 
pulsion. The audience was 8,000 strong, shouting “Heil Hitler” 
and roaring with applause when Rosenberg attacked the 
churches for their resistance to Gleichsanschaltung (complete 
subordination to the state). It had been only a week since the 
Bishop of the Protestant Church of Wtirttemberg had been re- 
leased from prison and reinstated in his office because of the 
overwhelming demands of church people. Yet Rosenberg went 
the limit in the same city in attacking all church people who 
do not submit to the Wotan religion which Rosenberg is trying 
to establish. Hitler was in Stuttgart a week before and acted in 
a similar way. Is Rosenberg now renewing the religious war? 

Another interesting illustration: A member of a university 
student organization winch was dissolved some time ago by 
order of the government reported to a member of our staff 
that a few days ago a prominent man invited a group of 
students who had been members of the club to dine with him. 
To their surprise, as the company was about to sit down around 
'the table, an S.A. leader appeared at the door with a detach- 
ment of soldiers around him. The S.A. leader forbade the en- 
tertainment and was about to order the party to leave when a 
student from the Saar country remarked that this sort of thing 
was- interesting him. and. addreL+ha*.. Wwuthb -iresc-rh/i. 
it to his friends in the Saar country where he lived. The dinner 
was at once authorized to proceed. I am not sure of this but 
it resembles other rulings I know about and so I record it. 

December 3. Monday. A professor from Cologne, an eminent 
architect who had just returned from Washington where he had 
met and talked with Roper andother members of the Cabinet, 
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December 10 Monday A small party came to lunch Ebbutt 
confirmed the report of mid October that a British woman, 
connected with Hitler’s inner group, was here just before the 
British negotiations on Lancaster debts, to sell war equipment 
**‘ 4 br Armstrong Vickers The British Ambassador “had not 
Jcnown about it,” according to previous conversations I am f 
sure now the British staff members did know 

I had a long talk with the French Ambassador, Francois 
Poncet He agreed that the British move of two weeks ago had 
brought the Germans to recognize the danger of their position 
and to agree to a conference on international armaments after 
the Saar election, January 13 But he added “The Germans 
will demand annexations somewhere when the conference be- 
gins and, in view of their belligerent attitude, we will have to 
refuse That will defeat the conference ” 

At 11 this morning the Dutch Minister told me the same 
thing that the Belgian told me last week ' Germany will annex 
Holland if she wins a European war ” He was very positive 
in this, and also perturbed about the Japanese denunciation of 
the Treaty of Washington “It means war if the United States 
and England do not unite in their Far Eastern policy England 
will lose her Hongkong and other Chinese concessions, the 
United States will find the Philippines annexed to Japan, and 
we, the Dutch people, will lose our three hundred year old Far 
Eastern holdings ” 

December 11 Tuesday We went to say farewell at 12 o’clock 
to Von Neurath He kept me waiting ten minutes or more and 
did not apologize, although he was icry cordial for fifteen min 
utes As I bade the Minister adieu and unshed him a Merrj 
Christmas, he sent his bat wishes to Secretary Hull and added 
‘ I agree entirely with him in Ins commercial policy and do not 
agree with the present German quota and bilateral scheme It 
cannot succeed ” That is the same attitude Schacht expressed 
at our house before several representatives of foreign countries 
in September 

Returning for a few minutes to the Chancery, I then went 
to the Automobile Club to lunch at 1 30 with DieckhofT, Dtvid 
son and Ritter, all experts of the To reign Office For nn hour 



SEPTEMBER 5 , J934 TO DECEMBER 21 , 1934 25 3 
and a half they belaboured me to press in Washington for a 
treaty between Germany and the United States, allowing lower 
tariffs to them in return for their buying more cotton, copper 
and lard. I replied in different ways: first, the present treaty^ 
had not been kept; second, there is a tough public opinion in ' 
the United States, as a result of the June 30 events, churchy 
treatment, and the general feeling that Germany is preparing 
for aggressive war. We then discussed the recent compromise 
between Germany and France about the Saar plebiscite as 
bring an important move against war. 

When they came back to the urgent treaty business, I said : 

In view of the present attitude in the United States, if 'you had 
not denounced the existing treaty last October 14, without 
asking us, it might be much easier for the State Department 
to renew the treaty, or prolong it for a year or two, without 
having to get Senate approval. But now, with the treaty aban- 
doned by Germany, it will be hard to get Congress to give a 
new treaty consideration. The Nye Committee will discuss war 
and the German purchases of war supplies (I had told them 
before how bad it was to pay gold to American arms manufac- 
turers and deny their ability to pay interest on bonds) during 
the month of January, and also the whole debt matter. So 
we shall hardly be able to get a treaty considered before 
Congress adjourns. 

One of the experts said: “We shall have to withdraw-our 
abrogation of the treaty ’’ Dieckhoff said, “No, we cannot do 
that. Can’t you get the President to appoint a committee of 
three American business men to go to Washington to discuss 
the matter?” Later, according to a plan suggested by Schacht, 
they could come to Germany to inform themselves of German 
conditions. Their study might be used as a basis for future nego- 
tiations. I said : I can ask the State Department to consider the 
matter that is all — -unless I am questioned about it by the 
President. 

This closed our luncheon discussion. I was convinced that all 
of them realized how inconsiderate the German attitudes were 
towards the outside world. Dieckhoff, whom I know well and 
sympathize with rather closely, escorted me to the cloakroom. 
1 said: You know what a terrible impression the events of 
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December 10. Monday: A small party came to lunch. Ebbutt 
confirmed the report of mid-October that a British woman, 
connected with Hitler’s inner group, was here just before the 
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and a half they belaboured me to press'in Washington for a 
treaty between Germany and the United States, allowing lower 
tariffs to them in return for their buying more cotton, copper 
and lard. I replied in different ways: fust, the present treaty^ 
had not been kept; second, there is a tough public opinion in - 
the United States, as a result of the June 30 events, churchy _ 
treatment, and the general feeling that Germany is preparing 
for aggressive war. We then discussed the recent compromise 
between Germany and France about the Saar plebiscite as 
being an important move against war. _ ^ . 

When they came back to the urgent treaty business, I said: 
In view of the present attitude in the United States, '‘if you had 
not denounced the existing treaty last October 14, without 
asking us, it might be much easier for the State Department 
to renew the treaty, or prolong it for a year or two, without 
having to get Senate approval. But now, with the treaty aban- 
doned by Germany, it will be hard to get Congress to give a 
new treaty consideration. The Nye Committee will discuss war 
and the German purchases of war supplies (I had told them 
before how bad it was to pay gold to American arms manufac- 
turers and deny their ability to pay interest on bonds) during 
the month of January, and also the whole debt matter. So 
we shall hardly be able to get a treaty considered before 
Congress adjourns. 

One of the experts said: “We shall have to withdraw our 
abrogation of the treaty.** DieckhofF said, “No, we cannot do 
that. Can’t you get the President to appoint a committee of 
three American business men to go to Washington to discuss 
the matter?” Later, according to a plan suggested by Schacht, 
they could come to Germany to inform themselves of German 
conditions. Their study might be used as a basis for future nego- 
tiations. I said : I can ask the State Department to consider the 
matter that is all — unless I am questioned about it by the 
President. 

This closed our luncheon discussion. I was convinced that all 
of them realized how inconsiderate the German attitudes were 
towards the outside world. DieckhofF, whom I know well and 
sympathize with rather closely, escorted me to the cloakroom. 
1 said. You know what a terrible impression the events of 
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called for a short visit. He showed great interest in and en- 
thusiasm for the United States. But the significant part of his 
conversation showed how troubled and embarrassed Ambassa- 
dor Luther must be in Washington. He seems not to'be a Nazi 
and he dislikes the whole system now prevailing in Germany. 
Yet he must fight for German interests and justify the dangerous 
policy which prevails here. If he resigned, his status at home 
in Essen would be very difficult. If he remains in Washington, 
he must maintain a false attitude. Such is the position of 
many eminent Germans everywhere. 

December 4. Tuesday. Colonel Deeds called. He represents 
the National Cash Register Company and also the National 
City Bank of New York. His son was brought before the Nyc 
committee of the Senate last September to explain sales of arms 
to Germany by a company of which he is an officer, allegedly 
in violation of the American treaty with Germany. I have seen 
Deeds many times. He is the good-natured big business type 
and affects to be enthusiastic for Roosevelt’s New Deal. He 
considers me a naive academic who is not aware of the under- 
cover armaments deals which business men have tried again and 
again to put over here in the last eighteen months. He said he 
strongly favoured international disarmament. Yet he told me 
his register company was doing a vast business here with the 
famous Krupps of Essen. Krupp receives so per cent of the 
profits of sales to Germany. 

From Vienna, I learn that Messers truth is doing fair, even 
excellent, work at his difficult post. I understand the German 
Minister, Von Papen, is doing nothing, that he is most un- 
welcome there and that the whole diplomatic corps practically 
ignores him. This is probably correct ; Von Papen was to have 
been shot here last June, and his dismissal as Vice-Chancellor 
preceded the nomination, against the Foreign Office’s wish, to 
Vienna. All Europe knows what double-dealing Von Papen has 
engaged in from the time of liis residence in Washington until 
now. The poor scamp is now in Berlin. His son is in an 
Arbeitsdiewl camp at JUterbog and even more miserable than 
his father. I think he b an excellent young man, but he cannot 
get any position in Germany^ he does not know how to work 



SEPTEMBER 5, IQ34 TO DECEMBER 21, 193*1 2,1 

his own way upwards and he can take only ten marks, $ 3 - 00 > ^ 
he leaves Germany. 

Other news Cram Vienna is that Mussolini has agreed to a 
mutual assistance treaty with Austria, and that Hungary has 
tightened its relations with Italy, especially economic, which 
t annoys Germany. Yugoslavia is still threatening Italy because 
Mussolini’s hired assassins killed their autocratic and murderous 
King. Russia, Poland, Germany, Turkey and Austria all have, 
been playing this medieval game for years. 

December 5. Wednesday, Norman Ebbutt or the London Times 
came in to give me a report on the effects of the Londtfh 
protest to Hitler about rearming— a protest made after England 
and the United States have sold millions of dollars worth of 
arms to Germany. Ebbutt thought the British Government was 
pressing for a disarmament conference in February or March. 
He had written a true story of church troubles here two days 
before. The Germans forbade the sale of the Times and rebuked 
Ebbutt. He was not a little annoyed. I reminded liim of the 
frequency of this treatment of British and American press people. 

December 7. Friday. At 8.30 we went to dinner at the house 
of our Military Attache, Colonel Wuest. Wc met the wife of 
General von Fritsch, head of the Reichswehr, who said she and 
her husband were not permitted to attend diplomatic dinners 
and receptions. The commander of the Reichswehr of all Ger- 
many north and east of the Elbe was also present, but there 
■was no reference to the rearmament work now going on all over 
Germany. The German Military Attach^ at Washington was 
most interesting in his discussion of American military history. 
He knows the Civil War as no American Attache here knows 
German war history. 

I believe that after the Saar election, on January 13, there 
will be trouble. In case it comes to an open issue, half of Ger- 
many will rank themselves among the opponents of the existing 
regime. If the Catholics support the Protestants, Hitler’s re- 
gime will begin to slip. If Catholics hold aloof. Hitler will 
murder a lot of preachers and force all into submission. I look 
for no trouble, however, until February, 
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December 10 Monday A small party came to lunch Ebbutt 
confirmed the report of mid-October that a British woman, 
connected with Hitler’s inner group, was here just before the 
British negotiations on Lancaster debts, to sell war equipment 
"'for Armstrong Vickers The British Ambassador “had not 
jknown about it,” according to previous conversations I am t 
sure now the British staff members did know 
I had a long talk with the French Ambassador, Francois- 
Poncet He agreed that the British move of two weeks ago had 
brought the Germans to recognize the danger of their position 
and to agree to a conference on international armaments after 
the Saar election, January 13 But he added “The Germans 
will demand annexations somewhere when the conference be- 
gins and, in view of their belligerent attitude, wc will have to 
refuse .That will defeat the conference ” 

At ti this morning the Dutch Minister told me the same 
thing that the Belgian told me last week “Germany wall annex 
Holland if she wins a European war” He was very positive 
in this, and also perturbed about the Japanese denunciation of 
the Treaty of Washington “It means war if the United States 
and England do not unite in their Fir Eastern policy England 
will lose her Hongkong and other Chinese concessions, the 
United States will find the Philippines annexed to Japan, and 
we, the Dutch people, will lose our three hundred year old Fir 
Eastern holdings " 

December ji Tuesday Wc went to say farewell at 12 o'clock 
to Von Ncurath He kept me waiting ten minutes or more and 
did not apologize, although he wns very cordial for fifteen nun 
utes As I bade the hfmister adieu and wished lum a Merry 
Christmas, he sent his best wishes to Secretary Hull and added 
“I agTce entirely with him in his commercial policy and do not 
agree with the present German quota and bilateral scheme It 
cannot succeed ” That is the same attitude Schacht expressed 
at our house before several representatives or foreign countries 
in September 

Returning for a few minutes to the Chancery, I then went 
to the Automobile Club to lunch at t 30 with Dieclhoff, David 
son and Ritter, all experts of the Foreign Office For on hour 
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and a half they belaboured me to press in Washington for a 
treaty between Germany and the United States, allowing lower 
tariffs to them in return for their buying more cotton, copper 
and lard. I replied in different ways: first, the present treaty^ 
had not been kept; second, there is a tough public opinion in ' 
the United States, as a result of the June 30 events, churchy 
treatment, and the general feeling that Germany is preparing 
for aggressive war. We then discussed the recent compromise 
between Germany and Prance about the Saar plebiscite as 
bring an important move against war. 

When they came back to the urgent treaty business, I said : 

In view of the present attitude in the United States, if -you had 
not denounced the existing treaty last October 14, without 
asking us, it might be much easier for the State Department 
to renew the treaty, or prolong it for a year or two, without 
having to get Senate approval. But now, with the treaty aban- 
doned by Germany, it will be hard to get Congress to give a 
new treaty consideration. The Nyc Committee will discuss war 
and the German purchases of war supplies (I had told them 
before how bad it was to pay gold to American arms manufac- 
turers and deny their ability to pay interest on bonds) during 
the month of January, and also the whole debt matter. So 
we shall hardly be able to get a treaty considered before 
Congress adjourns. 

One of the experts said: “We shall have to withdraw-our 
abrogation of the treaty.” Dieckhoff said, “No, we cannot do 
that. Can’t you get the President to appoint a committee of 
three American business men to go to Washington to discuss 
the matter?” Later, according to a plan suggested by Schacht, 
they could come to Germany to inform themselves of German 
conditions. Their study might be used as a basis for future nego- 
tiations. T said can ask the State Department to consider the 
matter that is all unless I am questioned about it by the 
• President. 

This closed out luncheon discussion. I was convinced that all 
of them realized how inconsiderate the German attitudes were 
towards the outside world. Dieckhoff, whom I know well and 
sympathize with rather closely, escorted me to the cloakroom. 
I said: You know what a terrible impression the events of 
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June 30 made m lift United States and you must . see how 
unpopular a treaty would be He agreed, but did no. say 

"LTUp Uo“he liberal element of Germany n, 
-'and this includes nearly all the Foreign Office pMple^I 
DiecUioff in the afternoon and ashed if _ ™gl d 

together a little as he went away from h. I office * 8 ,^, 
and wc drove around the Tiergartcn and talked th p ^ 
over again I told htm how un.versal » the 1 feelmg 
many is prepanng for aggressive war, ^ and even 
flying-machine maps circulating all over t ‘“ l: c °“j r 7 ccnt ] y said 

saying that ministers of neighboutmg countries hadreccny^^ 

to me that Germany meins to annex them I had in m ^ 

the Belgian and Dutch representatives had s JLj J 

was not surprised Though he expressed gr ^ such fcel- 
would try to disabuse the President * ™ t hat direcuon, for my 
ings, 1 could hardly hope to do much in that dir much 

asm reports during October and November haa ^ j ^ 
evidence of Germany’s intense ^’V u-fthe University of 
Dieckhoff to look at the maps m the 0="’ onal a(ra , r> 

Berlin which I had recently seen ' ^ promise 

though I had some feeling that he nugh *“ P C t J k y hue 
We parted where the Tiergartenstrasse 
which runs southward towards the canai 

13 Thursday We drove from Berlin to Hamburg 
to catch our ship for New York 

Bmm »'r,8 Tuesday About .. o’clock yes, erda^the ocean 

began to roll At 1 o’clock it was wdd All day - S ^ 
about thirty hours— the waves were so high * h ?‘ ,, t be over- 
quently stood almost suit for hours at a lime, in 

whelmed by the storm A Norwegmn freighter^ " ance ls the 

the same storm Our ship was caUed up^ f first> 

finally ’rescued all the = alX, but 

the stoVwas” nofsed about the Mauhattau this afternoon 
This “The third tune I have experienced this sort of rough 
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sailing over this part of the Atlantic and* the second time the 
ship I was on tried to rescue a sinking crew or ship. It is not 
very agreeable. 


Dumber 19. Wednesday. \V. H. Hasscn, representative of 
the Sinclair Oil Company, whose president and manipulator 
was in jail three months, sat at table with us today. He sells 
oil products all over Europe, a very active, clever business man, 
as I estimate him. 

He said : “I am a staunch Republican. Our American people 
are not national-minded. They must become so. \Vc must for- 
bid all imports except rubber, coffee and one or two other 
necessities and sell all we can to other peoples, arm and drill 
our people.” 

I said : You mean by this that all the world should arm to the 
teeth and later either destroy all your arms material because they 
are obsolete, or start a war and kill your people, thereby using 
the arms. That stopped him for a moment but he came back: 
“Yes, it is a struggle Tor the survival of the fittest.” l^said : No ; 
destruction of the civilized peoples and the survival of the least fit. 

Notwithstanding the logic of my reply, he held to his point, 
argued for American arming of all Europe and sharply opposed 
the reduction of American tariffs. Such is the view I know ot 
many eminent business men everywhere : the Du Ponts of the 
United States, the Krupps and Thyssens of Germany, the Arm- 
strong-Vickers people in England, and the Schneider-Crusot 
interests in France. It is the talk of Mussolini, whom Hasscn 
regards as a great statesman. I suppose Roosevelt will find this 
type ofman very difficult to control. If he does not vigorously 
control them, his New Deal will fail. 


December si. Friday : This voyage as well as the studies I 
have made of seventeenth century seafaring convince me that 
historians have never assessed correctly the courage and bravery 
of the men and women who settled North America. It was no 
small tiling for a poor family, whose members knew the At- 
lantic only from the stories told by neighbours, to venture 
across this terrible sea on a ship of 200 tons burden. They 
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did it by the thousands and for the reason that they 
wanted to make homes for themselves Thousands and 
of thousand, in a single year! In my P»P'' 

orstteh character were apt to make any country gr 


enterprising. 



VI 

Decemler S3, 1334 lo May si, 1333 

December 23. Sunday. Wc reached New York at 4 this after- 
noon, a day and a half late. 

December 25. Tuesday. The thirty-third anniversary of our 
marriage at Auburn, N. C., was celebrated simply here in 
Raleigh. Mattie was with her family part of the time, I visiting 
my father in nearby Clayton, my birthplace. 

December 27. Thursday. Having been chosen president of the 
American Historical Association, I delivered this evening a 
formal address which I had prepared under pressure in Berlin 
on the emergence of the first social order in the United States. 
Professor Owsley of Vanderbilt, one of my students who took 
his doctorate soon after the World War ended, rose to present 
me a volume of essays on American history written by my 
students. That had been done before, especially in 1932 at 
Toronto, and I was not so much surprised as I might otherwise 
have been, though I had not been warned at all. I made ac- 
knowledgments to my students as best I could and then read 
the formal paper which was a little new to most of the audience. 
It was a summary of three chapters of Volume \ of my Old 
South. 

December sg. Saturday. I had an engagement to lunch with 
the President today. Wc sat down together in a second-floor 
room of the White House, a little late. For an hour and a 
quarter wc talked about the European situation. I presented 
my .plan to prevent war and bring all nations into some sort of 
co-operation. 

The United States, I said, must co-operate witli England and 
Holland in the Far East, give the Philippines their independ- 
ence and guarantee the existing status in that region, allowing 
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Japan the privilege of coming into the agreement. Then the 
United States ought to join the LeagUe of Nations, forcing 
Germany and Italy into co-operation with England and France 
for peace and reduction of armaments. If the President pressed 
a joint resolution upon Congress at the right moment, I thought 
he would succeed and in a year or two the commercial relations 
of the United States would greatly improve. Then perhaps the 
next disarmament conference would really succeed. • 

The President said : “I agree as to the Far East and think we 
must do something in that region. Japan is annexing parts of 
China and plans to annex more and control all of Asia includ- 
ing India We shall spend a billion dollars building warships, 
and all of them will be antiquated in ten years.” 

As to a joint resolution to join the League, he said, “I am 
sceptical of public opinion, but I have asked the Senate to 
approve our joining the World Court and later I shall ask for 
authority to send an ambassador to Geneva.” I thought both 
moves might test public opinion, but indicated that delay might 
defeat the final purposp. I also told him that Baron von BUlow, 
second ranking official in the Foreign Office, and uisest man 
there, had said to me . ‘‘We would return to the League im- 
mediately the United States joined." ' 

Many other subjects were touched upon: German militancy, 
Italian aggressiveness and British fear of another depression, as 
well as the British desire to co-operate in world affairs with the 
United States. 

December 30. Sunday. A telegram came that my wife’s mother 
was dead. Much as we had rejoiced at being able to see her 
on this return to America, I now felt that our visit and the 
presence of several of her children on Christmas Day, perhaps 
the entertaining of us so handsomely, had hastened her end. ^ 
The attention and the pleasure of seeing us all were too 
much for her. Anyway a very unselfish, kindly soul had passed 
away. Mattie hurried away for the funeral. 

January 16, 1935. Wednesday. Professor Thomas J. Wertenbaker 
met me this afternoon at Trenton in his car. Wc stopped on 
the way to his house at the home of Albert Einstein where we 
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had tea and talked a little about troubles In Berlin. There were 
no personal complaints. Einstein had been expelled from the 
University of Berlin in 1933 with all hii property confiscated- 
A few days ago the American press carried the news from 
Berlin that Einstein’s daughter had had all or her property, a 
home and a little stretch ofland in Potsdam, confiscated. One 
daughter had died recently and her husband was part owner; 
her sister, the only surviving child of the Einsteins, was also 
part owner. These people arc now helpless in Germany where 
their father was considered the first scientist of his age. In spite 
of this rough treatment not a word was said of the Hitler 
regime that could have been counted unpatriotic, from the 
German point of view. 

After taking dinner with the WcrtCnbakcrs where Abraham 
Flexncr, long an active representative of the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation, was one of the guests, I went to the Princeton audi- 
torium where I delivered a lecture* on Washington and his 
problems, giving special emphasis to American foreign policy. 
Once more the audience seemed to sense the mistakes of 
American attitudes since 1918. Certainly the university people 
of the country wish to see the federal Government do what it 
can to advance the cause of the League of Nations as a means 
of avoiding war. 

January sy. Thursday. I reached New York at 1 1 . Immcdi- 
camc from different people : The National City Bank, 
E v 1Cmcns conccrn and the Foreign Policy Association. I saw 
the bankers at 4 and the Siemens president at 4.30. 

I had an engagement with Colonel House for luncheon. He 
seemed very well, though he had been ill for a week with a 
cold. He talked a good deal about foreign policy ; the need of 
' American entrance into the League, of co-operation with Eng- 
land in the Far East and of a means of coaxing Japan from her 
imperialistic drive against China. I had my doubts about his 
Japan scheme but he told me that the Ambassador from Japan 
was to see him tomorrow. I asked him to write me if Japan 
indicated a disposition to co-operate. He promised to do so. 

As to President Roosevelt’s attitude, we agreed that he looks 
upon die world dilemma much as we do, but that he fears 
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violent opposition to -iny progressive m^.ve that he might make 
My view is that violent opposition will always be made to any 
far-reachmg and unselfish policy that may be offered Besides, 
no President has ci cr been able to accomplish anything worth 
while, during his second term, except for two moves of Wash 
ington, winch he had to make but which led to his denunciation 
all over the land Roosevelt must act this year or surrender in 
matters of American relations to distraught Europe 

House said he would try to see the President during the next 
month or two He approved the President's statement of Jan 
uary 2g that he might send an ambassador to Geneva as a 
beginning of our entrance into the League I said It would be 
far preferable to ask Congress to approve our entrance at once, 
because of the economic and political difficulties at home, since 
there could be no real economic recovery m less than four or 
six years The President would have no real power during his 
second term, if re elected Colonel House agreed However, 

I doubt whether Roosevelt or any other President of our time 
would venture such an unpopular move with the masses who 
have been propagandized for fourteen years against any con 
nection or co operation anywhere 

January 31 Thursday This morning the newspapers brought 
the story of the Senate defeat of Roosevelt s request for Amen 
can entrance into the World Court Two days before the vote, 

I saw Senator Robinson majority leader, and he was sure of 
winning by a margin of seven votes I was a little doubtful 
when I left him Now he is defeated Borah, Johnson and 
McAdoo were the outstanding opponents of that mild move m 
the direction of world co operation Borah has long been silly 
about foreign relations , Johnson has howled about debts due 
to the United States as though our states had not repudiated 
hundreds of millions due to European creditors, and McAdoo 
is reported to be under the Hearst banner 

My first reaction was to wnte the State Department asking if 
it would not be wise for me to resign in protest agam 3 t Senate 
minority domination of American foreign policy It would bre 
ate a sensation, but it would give me the chance to say to the 
country how foolish it seemed to me for our people to denounce 
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minority dictatorships in Europe and then allow a minority of 
men, largely under Hearst anc^ Coughlin influence, to rule the 
United States in such an important matter. 


Febmajy 1! Friday. I saw Judge Walton Moore, and he ad- 
vised against resignation. He said, “We must all fight our cause 
out tojthe end and stick together.” He said that was Secretary 
Hull’s position too. -But Moore added : “I have never felt quite 
so discouraged. Our recovery work is apt to fail if our foreign 
policy is dictated by the Senate minority and I sec no way to 
circumvent that group.” 

I said : If I were the President I would await a strategic 
moment and then appeal to the country for entrance into the 
League of Nations. After that I would have the Democratic 
majority present a joint resolution and press it through both 
houses. I would challenge all my opponents and have a definite 
line-up, even if I had to refuse to run a second time. 

Moore was quite struck by this and wondere'd whether Roose- 
velt had really made up his mind as to the importance of better 
world relations. I, was also doubtful whether the President was 
really concerned, whether the so-called “economic nationalist” 
idea of some of his "brain trusters” had not won him over, or 
at least ’confused his thinking a little. Moore was very anxious 
for me to" see the President. I wrote Secretary McIntyre of 
the White- House to let Roosevelt know we are sailing Febru- 
ary 14 and that if he wished to see me I was ready to call. 
However, I was not too optimistic. 

At 6 o’clock, I was with Representative Lewis, most coura- 
geous member of the House I know. He offered a day or two 
ago a joint resolution to the House to overrule the Senate 
• decision against the World Court. He showed me .his pre- 
, Tmunary speech andl told him a good deal about the German, 
Italian and Japanese dictatorships and their menace to the 
whole modem world. He was much interested and said he 
would wage his battle the best he could. I think the House 
could be rallied almost unanimously if the President’s support 
were given to Lewis. 


also told Lends that Hearst has been supporting and 
Mussolini for five or six years. I gave him an account 


of the 
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Hearst visit to Berlin last September and his reported bar- 
gain with Goebbels under vrhicl^ the German Propaganda Min 
istry is to have all the Hearst European news ’at the same time 
it goes over to the United States Lewis vowed utmost secrecy 
unless he could get the facts from somebody else I toot the 
risk in the hope of rendering him some aid in his struggle 

Leaving Representative Lewis, I drove to Georgetown to 
dine with Rexford Tugwell, Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, 
though he knows little of agriculture A certain well known 
senator was one of the guests, several others included Repre- 
sentatives Garter (Mass) and Frank (ILL) and Senator Josiah 
Bailey (North Carolina) From the very beginning, this senator 
‘'attacked Roosevelt He was angry with the President because 
he had not backed Senator Cutting, a former supporter of 
Roosevelt He was also disgruntled because Roosevelt had not 
agreed with the Progressive group on huge appropriations 
which would have led to national bankruptcy He claimed that 
" he and Huey Long, the pirate of Louisiana, had earned Roose- 
velt’s nomination in 1932 

The attitudes of this man were amazing He talks like a 
National Socialist He would stop trade with Europe He ad 
vocated German domination of all Europe, our domination of 
the Americas, and Japanese domination of the Farjsast He 
wishes to see England, dominated by Germany, with Canada 
falling naturally to the United States Most of the people at 
the dinner agreed with this big business idea of three great 
world powers uniting and dominating smaller peoples like the 
Poles and the Dutch It seemed to be based upon hatred of 
England and France, on ignorance of die teachings of histor), 
and on indifference to the cultural appeals of such peoples as 
the English the French and the Dutch, not toTnention the 
great German intellectual element now so helpless 

I departed with a sense of surprise wondering whether 'they 
really meant what they advocated But the senator must ha\e 
been sincere when he said he had persuaded Long to \otc 
igainst the World Court idea about which Long knew nodung 
I remarked at a quiet moment that 1 would not speak to I *ong 
He said **We shall soon be shooting up people here, like 
Hitler docs ” 
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February 2. Saturday ‘ I called on Secretary Hull at 10 o’clock. 
After talking a v momcnt, Secretary Moore came in. It was a 
rather sad half hour we had together. Hull said: “I»hope you 
won’t resign even if you can do nothing now in Berlin. Wc 
‘ also are helpless. All peoples are economically crazy, and our 
people are being misled all the time. I cannot sec how domestic 
recovery can come anywhere so long as international relations 
..remain so chaotic/’ At 11 o’clock I returned by automobile 
slowly to our remote mountain home which serves me as my 
one retreat from a crazy world. 


February 6 . Wednesday. I drove slowly down to Washington 
to lunchTwith the President. He was far more cheerful and 


optimistic than I or anyone in the State Department had been. 

I repeated in confidence the senator’s statements at Mr. 
Tugwell’s on February 1 : that he had actually persuaded 
Senator Long to vote against the World Court resolution, and 
that he had talked of our coming “shooting-up game.” But 
I did not give the senator’s name. Roosevelt at ortce said: 

“It sounds like Senator X .” 1 did not say yes or no — though 

he had guessed right— merely that the conversation had been 
confidential. 

The President went on : Long plans to be a candidate of the 
Hitler type for the presidency in 1936. He thinks lie' will have 
a hundred votes in the Democratic convention. Then he will set 


up as an independent with Southern and mid-western Progres- 
sives, Senator X and others. Thus he hopes to defeat the 

Democratic party and put in a reactionary' Republican. That 
would bring the country to such a state by 1940 that Long 
thinks he would be made a dictator. There are in fact some 
Pit/gitss/rves are. clotting 
that way. But Cutting of New Mexico wants the presidency too. 
He paid tremendous sums in order not to be defeated for the 
Senate last fall. He mil divide the Progressives and perhaps 
defeat Long. Thus it is an ominous situation. V 

I then talked about Girman affairs, Hitler’s attitude and the 
posstble return of Germany to the League of Nations. I added - 
ad °P! 1 ? y° ur commendation on January 30, 
the United Mates would have made this certain tu. Govern- 
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merit's prestige would have been raised immensely, and Ameri- 
can commercial relations would have been greatly improved 
Roosevelt agreed buUdid not seem too regretful about the 
Senate vote I had the feeling that he had not pressed the case 
strongly 

I told him Hearst had really done the stunt, and that I 
believed Hearst to be an ally of Nazi Germany I told Jnm I 
would send him proof of Hearst’s help of the Italian dictator- 
ship when I got back to Berlin He said he would be greatly 
interested After a few minutes’ talk about the foreign service 
and a little about the waste of American diplomats (he said, 
J*Sincc Theodore Roosevelt’s time, nch men have injured the 
service by enormous expenditures”), I bade him farewell and 
emphasized my hopes of his success 

I have the feeling, however, that lamina position in Ger- 
many in which* nothing can be done No amount of optimism 
relieves my doubts Since the January 30 vote of the Senate, a 
minority of old timers in the Senate will insist on guiding 
American foreign pohey. ■* 

Febrvaiy 8 Friday I lunched today with the Senate Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations Borah was absent, but Robinson, 
Johnson, George and others were present Johnson began die 
conversations by alluding to the falsities of written history^ Tins 
gave me an opportunity and I referred to the debt payments 
under- Washington and the repudiations of 1830 to 1850 The 
California Senator pretended not to be surprised When I was 
asked about European relations, I said The Senate’s action on 
the World Court was a great blunder It set back our com- 
mercial relations and prevented our asking Germany to account 
for her treaty violations of last summer before a body winch 
might not enforce payment of damage but which would give 
world publicity to the matter, give the United States great 
bargaining advantage, and enhance the government’s prestige 
by 50 per cent all over the world 

-Sr.tui.tnr Jkhhitwnv, Us uwwsVIf jpuJvSUvap ,\v &\\r .Sv-.raV; 
agreed at once Bulkley of Ohio also agreed though he revealed 
an isolationist's atutude which surprised me a little. Senator 
George of Georgia also agreed but later argued for a ^rotec- 
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tionist policy whicfi Democrats arc supposed always to oppose 
Before we adjourned I was told that ttfo Senators had voted 
against the World Court adhesion bufVhcn they saw that the 
President’s resolution was going to be defeated anyway they 
changed to the other side They had voted to please their con- 
stituents who did not know much about the subject This is 
one of the weak spots m American democracy I had the feeling 
as the luncheon broke up that a real discussion of the merits 
of foreign relations would have changed the Senate’s attitude, 
1 e , if there had been a real presentation of the facts and their 
probable consequences to the Foreign Relations Committee 
There was some urgent matter before the Senate ahd all 
the members of the committee humed to their places to vote 
A little later Senator Bulkley introduced me to, -Senator Nye, 
who discussed his armaments investigation n\ost intelligently 
He was far better informed about foreign attitudes than I had 
expected He surprised me when he said “Secretaries Hull and 
Roper have helped me very freely and have only warned 
against publicity which might prevent their representatives 
abroad from obtaining information so much needed ’ The 
press had given the public the impression that Hull and Roper 
had tned to prevent information from going to the committee 
which Nye headed Nyc impressed me as a true public servant 

February 13 Wednesday I lunched today m New York with 
Adolph Ochs and the staff of the New York Times John Finley 
and eight or ten other distinguished newspaper folk were pre- 
sent The. conversation was most interesting , nearly everyone 
on the Times was familiar with the European situation The 
simple directness of Ochs, the owner of the Times , was inter- 
esting There was no evidence of any sectarian anger 

February 14 Thursday We are on our way back to the critical 
post in Berlin The ocean is expected to be stormy again 
though lie arc hoping for a better sea than in December ’ 


Tehruary 23 Saturday At last we are here, and the delicate 
work of watching and careful y doing nothing begins I am not 
happy I feel the constant risk of newer finishing my Old South 
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February 26 Tuesday -Today at 12 o’clock I was at the 
Foreign Office to pay"customary respects to Secretary vOn Neu- 
rath I gave him special greetings from Secretary Hull, and he 
was most cordial, more so than at any other time since I came 
here m July, 1933 I wondered if he had heard the rumour that 
I was not coming back to Berlin and that Washington would 
leave the position vacant indefinitely, a report which a Wash- 
ington newspaper man had told me he had from Berlin by wire 

Von Neurath discussed frankly the critical economic and 
social situation here, saying it could not endure long unless 
world trade improved I agreed that I feared similar troubles 
lay ahead in the United States unless world trade improved 
He was specially strong in his approval of President Roose- 
velt's plan of recovery, and fearful of the Senate’s opposition, 
winch he said was quite similar to the Reichstag behaviour pre- 
ceding the Hitler putsch So much was said that I returned at 
once and wrote a summary to Washington V° n Neurath said 
he was afraid our political deals between one sectional interest 
and another against real national interests might cause the 
overthrow of democracy in the United States 

March r< Friday We went tonight to our first formal diplo- 
znahe dinner at the Soviet Ambassador’s palace, the greatest of 
all theBiplomatic mansions m Berlin, more elaborate everMhan 
the famous old Hindenburg palace on the Wilhelmstrasse 
vyhere Bismarck lived for a time There were forty guests. Von 
Neurath being the guest of honour, with » Fran50is-Poncct, 
French Ambassador, next m rank I had met most of the 
people, but I could not remember half of them Poor Enc 
Kleiber, the conductor who had been dismissed in December, 
was present. He is a Hebrew, though he had made lus peace 
with the regime here and we thought him safe He' was dis- 
missed because he allowed a piece of music written by a Jew to 
be given m one of his concerts in the Staatsoper He hung on 
to me a little and Von Neurath noticed it Kleiber goes to the 
famous Salzburg festival next summer 

March 4 Monday All our staff including the attaches went 
with "Us to be presented formally to the new Japanese Ambas- 
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sador here. It was the usual, formal, useless affair attended^ by 
about .500 people. ,Thc Minister of Uruguay, under some ex- 
citement, called me aside to -say he Jitfd news of a Japanese 
commission in Chaco .trying to buy oil lands and settle 80,000 
families there. He ashed me to wire Washington. I was doubt- 
ful but listened. 

March 5. Tuesday. We dined this evening with Von Billow 
and a group of ten or twelve Germans. Finance Minister von 
Schwerin-Krosigk was the most distinguished of the guests. The 
only noteworthy bit of conversation I had was with Von Billow 
and La Bougie, Minister from Argentina. The topic was Hit- 
ler’s refusal yesterday to receive Sir John Simon who was due 
here for a conference about • armament control and aircraft 
limitation. MacDonald, the British Prime Minister, had .an- 
nounced in a White Book yesterday that the German people 
werfc preparing their youth for war and that England must, 
therefore, arm to -the limit of her ability to defend herself 
against possible attack. This so affronted Hitler that he con- 
tracted a deep cold and cabled Sir John Simon, Foreign Secre- 
tary under MacDonald, not to come to Berlin 1 
' This had made a sensation of the first order. I remarked to 
Von Billow that I agreed that the English Prime Minister had 
made a blunder, but that if I had been the responsible.official 
herd; I would have met Sir John with a big official delega- 
tion at^the railway station and given him a cordial greeting. 
Von Bulow looked nonplussed for a moment and then re- 
plied: "I incline* to agree with you; it would have compelled 
- the British to apologize and be agreeable.” The Argentine Min- 
ister also agrfeed with me. When I said good evening to Von 
Billow he repeated : “You and I always agree.” I was not quite 
sure he meant it, but two or three times when we have debated 
American demands about debts we have actually been in agree- 
, ment. He is a representative of the old aristocracy and is 
thought to be uncomfortable in his present high position. 

March 7. Thursday. I went to the Kaiserhof Hotel to hear 
the Labour Front leader, Ley, talk about German labour diffi- 
culties. I sat down with the Cuban Minister at a quiet side 
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table. -where beer was promptly served. In a little while Rosen- 
berg, under whose direction thes<? meetings.are held about once 
a month, came to gredt me and ash me to join him at his table 
where high officials sat. The table was occupied and I asked to 
be excused as I liked a quiet corner. It seemed satisfactory. 

The lecture was not unlike Rust’s address early in December, 
rather cheap, with no real discussion of basic troubles here or 
elsewhere. Three times Ley emphasized the idea that all Ger- 
man workers must never forget that they are soldiers owing 
absolute obedience to the state and permitted to have little 
thought of their earnings. Personal dignity and self-sustenance 
were not mentioned. “The employer, under the Nazi regime, 
does not think of his great plant, 4 iis machines or his earnings; 
he thinks his greatest obligation is <0 give work to his employees, 
and render service to Germany. The laboureris absolutely loyal 
to his employer and has no idea of resisting or of organizing 
for strikes.” There may be some people of these qualitiesf but 
I do not believe half what Ley said. There is no way, however, 
to learn the truth since no one dares express his convictions. *- 

March 8. Friday. My wife and I dined with the Fdrsten- 
bergs, a wealthy banker family living in a beautiful home on 
the old Konigin Augustastrasse, not far from us. Dr. Ktihlmann, 
former Cabinet member, wealthy head of great steel plants in 
the Saar Territory and a clever writer for American periodicals, 
was one of the guests. Another was Max Warburg, so uneasy 
last August or September when he visited hie in the Embassy. 
His brother is Felix Warburg of New York. Both arc bankers 
of great wealth. Warburg seemed quite secure this evening. 
His brother was not so confident when I saw him in New York 
on January 17. ; 

There were other guests claiming to be friends of Dr. 
Schacht, as they indicated more than once. One of them, also a 
bank president in Berlin, remarked that Hitler’s attitude towards 
paying debts contracted under the B ruening regime, his prede- 
cessor, was like the Soviets’ attitude ^towards debts contracted . 
with the United States by the Kerensky regime. Both believed 
it was an honour not to pay them. I wonder whether this is not 
also Schacht’s attitude. The best of the Germans find it irnpOJ* 
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sible to forgive the United States for participating in the World 
War. The Germans do not discuss this, even friends like 
Oncken, Marchs or Windelband, but they feel that a great 
victory over all Europe was denied them. So the debts due to 
the United States, though contracted after 1924, are really of 
doubtful obligation,' so far as the National Socialist riation is 
concerned. ,* 

March • 11. Monday. I .drove out to Professor Hermann 
Oncken’s, where I met an interesting crowd last autumn. He 
told me that one of his students, only twenty-nine years old 
but an influential Party member, had violently attacked a book 
of his some time' ago because of a description of the Cromwell 
regime which seemed to parallel the Hitler autarchy here. The 
attack was given wide publicity and Rosenberg, the editor of 
th G^Volkischcr Beobachler , official organ of the Nazi Party, in- 
' tervened with Rust and caused Oncken to be retired from his 
^position as head of the history department in the University 
" of Berlin. But the protest of university students was so nearly 
unanimous when his "retirement” was announced that Rust 
withdrew the recall for the rest of the winter semester. How- 
ever, he does not know whether he is to go on with his work 
in the coming spring semester or not. 

Oncken is perhaps the foremost historian in Germany and 
his “retirement” without reference to his health condition or 
his own wishes will be widely discussed in the United States. 
I do* not think Oncken is in any way radically opposed to the 
present regime, now that it has swung so completely over to 
the conservative side. He does, however, insist on a professor’s 
right to publish a book without submitting it for the approval 
of the government. 

Professor Oncken said, however, that nearly all university 
people in Germany are uneasy and that they are writing him 
their sympathies and approval. He also added that the univer- 
sity people are allying themselves with the Lutheran Church 
* . and contending for the rights of free teaching and preaching. 
He expects another struggle during the next few months. 

X am inclined to think Hitler will side with Rosenberg whose 
constant preaching of a new German Christianity— the worship 
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of Wotan and other ancient German gods — is the new Nazi 
religion Curiously enough, the defeat of Rosenberg’s reversion 
to German barbansm depends on the Roman Catholics’ support 
of Lutheranism The Pope is in a tight place He must help 
Lutherans and Lutheran universities to save Catholicism in 
Germany At the same time he must support Nazi philosophy 
in the hope of defeating Communism in Russia and checking 
the advance of socialism m France and Spain 

March 16 Saturday Today’s German papers are full of 
violent denunciations of the French anxiety revealed in Pre- 
mier Flandm’s speech yesterday before the French Chamber 
of Deputies Flandm’s speech and French approval of the plan 
to increase the French army by doubling the term of each 
soldier’s service were both replies “to Goenng’s announcement 
last Monday of increased air training here for defence against 
bombing planes All German papers, acting upon instructions 
from tile government, declared that the French act was a scrap- 
ping of European disarmament I think the Goerwg air pro- 
gramme is truly belligerent but France, Italy and England 
have armed in violation of the Versailles Treaty too 

However, this afternoon a New York Times correspondent 
called to tell me that at 5 o’clock the German Propaganda Min- 
istry officials had called in all the press people to inform the 
world that Germany had begun to reorganize the ReichsweJir 
into a standing army of 400,000 to 500,000 men Tlus seems 
to have excited the press people, but the work has been going 
on for at least a year Tins is the German reply to the French 
decision of yesterday that they would increase their strength 
All this adds to the significance of the coming Sir John Simon 
Visit on March 26 This is what Von Wiegand says is a repeti- 
tion of the events preceding 1914 when the British sent a 
Cabinet official here to know what the Germans meant by 
increasing their army and nav> at that time I picked up the 
facts from newspaper folk, for no official note had been sent 
to dvt Embassy when 1 left, and cabled them to Washington 

March ty Sunday After an hour in the Chancery office, I 
drove with Captain Kcppler, our Nava! Attach*?, and Captain 
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Crockett, enthusiastic Military Attach^', to the famous Staatsoper 
on Untcr deiTLindcn to hear a talk about the fallen heroes of 
Germany— a sort of German Decoration Day service. As. I 
entered the reservation for the diplomatic corps, Von Bassewitz 
showed me to the ranking place in the box._ J asked Is not the 
French Ambassador here? **No ) nor the Nuncio, he replied. 
Being .seated some ten minutes I was a little troubled by the 
absence of all ambassadors except myself. 

The papers this morning had announced that the French, 
English, Italian and Polish representatives had been before the 
Chancellor to hear an official declaration of his enlargement of 
the army. It now occurred to me that they had all agreed not 
to come. Why had not the British informed me? We had for 
more than a year co-operated in most matters of this sort. Also 
the Japanese Ambassador was not present. Why? The Japanese 
are known to approve of German attitudes. I suspect it was 
hinted to him by the German Foreign Office not to come. He 
would be counted an ally. I was the only one of whom no com- 
plaint could be made on either side. So here I was. 


March 18. Monday. Monsieur Berard came to see me at my 
request at 12 o’clock. He said his government was pressing 
actively for an agreement between England, France and Italy 
to present a united protest against German military prepara- 
tions. His ambassador was even thinking of recommending the 
withdrawal of the ambassadors of those countries if the Ger- 
mans continued violations of the Treaty of Versailles. I said 
half jokingly: I believe I would ask to be recalled too, if those - 
three powers withdraw. However, England has already indi- 
cated a disposition to send Sir John Simon, her Foreign 
Secretary, here in a few days, notwithstanding the affronts of 
the tew days. This greatly perturbs the French. Italy is 
reported to be co-operating with France. 

At 5.30 I called on Dr. Schacht to ask him what he had 
learned at Basle when he had met with the international bankers 
„ ? discuss the tangled financial situation. He reported that 
Montagu Norman, head of the Bank of England, was in favour 
of stabilizing the pound and dollar, but that the British Treas- 
ury was opposed. This means the British Government is using 
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the cheap pound in orderto compete with American industrial- 
ists who are trying to capture British colonial trade, having 
already a monopoly or the American home market. The cheap 
pound is a means of competing with American high tarifis. 
Schacht was not optimistic. He said : “In case there is no stabil- 
ization, we shall have an economic crash next October.” I am 
not of contrary opinion though my knowledge of the compli- 
cated financial structure of .modern society is so vague that I 
cannot have definite convictions. - • / ^ " 

Turning to Schacht, who seemed to wish to talk about gen- 
eral subjects, I said : How about the universal military service 
which was decreed yesterday? He replied : “It means peace for 
Europe. My son is now serving his year and all Germans must 
do this for the security of their country." I reported the mili- 
tary show which I had witnessed yesterday. But he said, “This 
doesn’t mean war.” This is absolutely contrary to his earnest 
statement to me last autumn. 

He then added: “Hitler quoted Wilson’s Fourteen' Points 
as a bid for a European conference on that basis; will* your 
country enter such a conference?” I expressed doubt, t though 
I did not disagree with him as to the world-wide benefits of 
American co-operation in a League conference. I told him the 
President had favoured co-operation with the League but that 
public opinion in the United States seemed to 'be hostile. I 
mentioned the Senate’s vote on the World Court on January 30, 
but I did not consider that as indicating public opinion ac- 
curately, Hearst having made a great row and scared some 
Senators. Schacht re-emphasized Hitler’s use of the Fourteen 
Points and seemed to think it was really serious. I thought it 
was simply to irritate France. 

‘At 8.30 I asked Berard to call a moment at our house. He 
came-in hurriedly just as we finished dinner. I wished to refer 
to the confidential talk I had had today, which I did. I gave 
him in all confidence Schacht’s statement about Hitler’s refer- 
ence to .the Fourteen Points. Berard said : "I never trust 
Schacht. ” Peru rtf was flurrying off" to Fans with instrucCforrs 
from his ambassador. 

March 21. Thursday. Events have remained exciting for the 
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last two dap, England agreeing to send Sir “John Simon to 
Berlin next Sunday and Germany agreeing that Hitler will 
discuss world peace matters, possibly a disarmament conference. 
France and Italy made their protests today and the German 
Foreign Office replied in such a way as to try to separate the 
two Latin powers. The French Ambassador was treated a little 
coldly and the public given to understand this. 

Learning this morning that a French economic journal had 
published an article saying l bad sent the President a twenty- 
page survey of Germany and predicted an economic collapse 
next April, I wrote a note to the Trench Ambassador asVing 
if it were possible that Monsieur Bdrard had given out any- 
thing like that after conversations w c Itad had. In the afternoon 
Monsieur Bdrard came to the office and dented all responsibility 
for the story'. He had just returned from Paris and had not 
seen the sensational article. 1 was then convinced that he had 
not been responsible. But the article claimed that our Embassy, 
on the basis of a scientific survey, had warned the United States 
against continued investments, predicting Hitler would continue 
in power only a few years, that war was in prospect and that 
collapse was coming. I gave a statement to the press people 
that 1 had sent no such document, and at G o’clock, after I had 
returned to the house, the Havas agency called asking for n 
statement to send to Paris. This I gave, though I added that 
we sent economic studies each month, but without any such 
l prophecies as to a definite collapse. 1 cannot imagine bow this 
story got out for it is said to have come from a French corre-' 
spondent here. » . 

March 23. Friday. At q o’clock my wife and I went., as. pros!. 
Hanfstacngl’s guests, to Mussolini’s play called The Hundred'. 
Dajs — a description of Napoleon’s last phase. We were in the* 
same box with Madame Cerruti. The film showed how the 
Italians and Germans regard their leaders as modem Napoleons. 
The audience was not displeased and Napoleon, "portrayed by 
a German actor, Krauss, received much, but not wild, applause. 

When I was a student at Leipzig, I noticed a Gcrman-crcctcd 
monument of Napoleon on the field of that famous slaughter 
and I also noticed that professors regarded Jiim'hs a model 
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the cheap pound in order to compete with Amencan industrial- 
ists who are trying to capture British colotual trade, having 
already a monopoly of the Amencan home market The cheap 
pound is a means of competing with Amencan high tariffs 
Schacht \vas not optimistic He said “In case there is no stabil 
ization, we shall have an economic crash next October ” I am 
not of contrary opinion though my knowledge of the compli- 
cated financial structure of modem society is so vague that I 
cannot have definite convictions ' 

Turning to Schacht, who seemed to wish to talk about gen 
eral subjects, I said How about the universal military service 
which was decreed yesterday 5 He replied “It means peace for 
Europe My son is now serving lus year and all Germans must 
do tins for the sccunty of their country ” I reported the mill 
tary show which I had witnessed yesterday But he said, “This 
doesn’t mean war ” This is absolutely contrary to his earnest 
statement to me last autumn 

He then added * Hitler quoted Wilson’s Fourteen Points 
as a bid for a European conference on that basis, will your 
country enter such a conference? * I expressed doubt, ^though 
I did not disagree with him as to the world wide benefits of 
Amencan co operation m a League conference I told him the 
President had favoured co operation with the League but that 
public opmion in the United States seemed to be hostile I 
mentioned the Senate’s vote on the World Court on January 30, 
but I did not consider that as indicating public opimon ac 
curately, Hearst having made a great row and scared some 
Senators Schacht re emphasized Hitler’s use of the Fourteen 
Points and seemed -to think it was really senous I thought it 
was simply to imtate France 

At 8 30 I asked Bdrard to call a moment at our house He 
came m hurriedly just as we finished dinner I wished to refer 
to the confidential talk I had had today, which I did I gave 
him m all confidence Schacht s statement about Hitler s refer 
cnee to the Fourteen Points Bdrard said * I never trust 
Schacht Bdrard was hurrying off to Pans with instructions 
from his ambassador 


March si Thursday Events have remained exciting for the 
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last two days, England agreeing to send Sir John Simon to — 
Berlin next Sunday and Gennany agreeing that Hitler will 
discuss v. orld peace matters, possibly a disarmament conference. 
France and Italy made their protests today and Jhe. German 
Foreign Office replied in such a way as to try to separate the 
two Latin powers.' The French Ambassador was treated a little 
coldly and the public given to understand this. 

Learning this morning that a French economic journal had 
published an article saying I had sent the Presidents twenty- 
page survey of Germany and predicted an economic collapse 
next April, I wrote a note to the French Ambassador asking 
if it were possible that Monsieur B 6 rard had given out any- 
thing like that after conversations we had had. In the afternoon 
Monsieur Berard came to the office and denied all responsibility 
for the story. He had just returned from Paris and had not 
seen the sensational article. I was then convinced that he had 
not been responsible. But the article claimed that our Embassy, 
on the basis of a scientific survey, had warned the United States 
against continued investments, predicting Hitler would continue 
in power only a few years, that war was in prospect and that 
collapse was coming. I gave a statement to the press people 
that I had sent no such document, and at 6 o’clock, after I had 
returned to the house, the Havas agency called asking for a 
. statement to send to Paris. This I gave, though I added that 
we sent economic studies each month, but without any such 
/ prophecies as to a definite collapse. I cannot imagine how this 
story got out for it is said to have come from a French corre?' 
spondent here. % . . 


March 22 . Friday. At 9 o'clock my wife and I went, as Erast 
Hanfstaengl’s guests, to Mussolini’s play called The Hundred 
Dajs a description of Napoleon’s last phase. We were in the’ 
same box with Madame Cerruti. The film ‘showed how the 
Italians and Germans regard their leaders as modern Napoleons 
The audience was not displeased and Napoleon, -portrayed by 
a German actor, Krauss, received much, but not wild, applause 
When I was a student at Leipzig, I noticed a German-erected 
monument of Napoleon on the field of that famous slaughter 
and I also noticed that professors regarded him,* a model 
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leader and commander If only he had been a German 1 Hitler 
now regards himself as a Napoleon abolishing democratic gov- 
ernments all over Germany and making Germany the dominat- 
ing power in Europe Hanfstaengl thinks' he is advancing Jhs 
own rating' with his Fuehrer by giving these shows to great 
masses of peo'ple I am not sure the Germans will really like 
The Hundred Days + 


March 25 Monday This morning the Japanese Ambassador 
called He pressed me to call with him at the British Embassy 
and ask for an interview with Sir John Simon to learn w at 
was being planned about the German navy and a possible Rus- 
sian pact I talked as agreeably as I could but declined an 
immediate answer to his request I would not think ol going ^ 
with him on such a mission It would make a sensation all over 
the Umted^tates , , * 

It was dearer than ever to roe that there is an ‘ agn*““ 

between Germany and Japan The Arobassa or sp Gefman 
or lunching with Goenng, Goebbek and other h-ghG; tfman 

officials the last few days He referred to them m a way show 
inn nersonal vanity and satisfaction I would not have alluded 

"distaste of shaking hands with such men, even though they 
consider themselves modem Caesars I suspected the Japartese 
Ambassador or hts government had planned to ! « ‘ r I couI “ 
be manteuvred into this portion He went away bow ng and 
scraping in protocol style I promised tocall him m 

“any-prospect of seeing Sir John Simon } 

At 8 30 we appeared m the elaborate palace of the Beigi 
Minister tcTchne There were about forty guests at table, . 

" in full dress 'There was the usual cordiality but no talk of value 
x Later in the evening, sitting at a table with the host, a German 
general, the Swiss Minister and one other German, I said m 
humorous strain I had a strange dream Sunday night “What 
was it? * said the Swiss I said It might be dangerous to tell 
“Oh, no, no,’* were the replies I then said that I had dreamed 
that the Holienzollcms had been restored and that I had n 
talk with the Crown Prince on the throne or near it 

The Belgian was silent, the Swiss seemed puzzled But the 
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German general commented that Von Blomberg had paid no 
tribute to the Kaiser or the Crown Prince at the memorial 
service Sunday, although he, had complimented the famous 
Ludendorff, now^n enemy of Hitler, and lauded Von Hinden- 
burg’s military .services. Von Blombcrg, the general jaid, had 
thought of praising the Kaiser but had purposely 0 omitted it 
at'thc time. The’general said Von Blomberg was entirely in 
sympathy with the Hohenzollems. 

"March 27. Wednesday. This afternoon we gave a reception 
to about 250 German official and private folk and to the diplo- 
matic corps. It was not disagreeable, though tiresome. Most 
official Germans gave all kinds of excuses for not being able to 
be present, part of which were perfectly honest, as I judge, but 
irsome were not. 

The most' distinguished of the German guests was the well- 
known General von Hammerstein who slipped out of Berlin 
last June lest he be murdered, according to stories told me at 
the time.^He seemed comfortable and would have talked freely 
if there had been time and a chance to sit in a quiet comer. 

March 31. Sunday. 1 was in bed all day yesterday. Today I 
went to the Embassy office and found it too cold, as I did most' 
of last week. A German janitor can hardly imagine keeping 
the temperature at 24 0 Centigrade or 75 0 Fahrenheit to be 
important, especially if he must rise early in the morning. I 
* gave him another warning and came home. 

Rabbi Lazaron of Baltimore, a generous, humane man who 
is in Berlin in the hope of helping his people but fearful that he 
may be ordered out of the country— I am also— lunched with 
us. Others were the famous Hoetzsch, my classmate at Leip- . 
zig, whose recent work on the diplomatic correspondence on the - 
Russian side in the World War was featured in the London 
Times last week, and Dr. Richter, formerly Minister of Educa- 
tion, with his wife. _ ' - * r 4 

They were most interesting and witty conversationalists. 
Richter s father-in-law. Professor Schmitt, was rector of the 
- University orBcrlin for a time under the Ebert regime. Richter 
himself was dismissed from the university .faculty in 1933 
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because he was not in sympathy with the Hitler programme 
Hoetzsch was a member of the Reichstag under 'the republic 
but is now very guarded in all his references to controversial 
subjects He will be entitled to a pension from the university 
in a year^or two unless he publishes some book or article which 
puts him in bad, which is very difficult to avoid since he is an 
internationalist of wide reputation 

Poor Lazaron revealed great concern because so many 
wealthy Jews have surrendered to the Nazi leadership and are 
influential financial aids to Dr Schacht ‘who thinks their assist- 
ance js very important in the present economic situation 

April 4 Thursday I received a telegram from Secretary 
Hull asking whether war in Europe is imminent I had an 
engagement with Von Neurath at 12 o’clock to speak about a » 
minor matter So I decided to see Sir Enc Phipps, whose office 
is near the German Foreign Office, at 1 1 30 He happened to 
be free In the conversation it was made clear that the visits of 
Sir John Simon and the young Eden had been of negative 
value * 

Hitler had sat in the conference in his brown shirfed S A 
uniform, the others all m civilian clothes Hitler made it clear 
lie would not agree to the so called “eastern Locarno pacts” or 
guarantees of existing boundaries between Germany, Poland, 
the*little Baltic states and Russia But he said he would not go 
to war, only insist upon treaties being kept As to the annexa- 
vtion of Austria, he vowed that there would be no German ag- 
gression However, he insisted on the same right to send help 
to his cohorts there as the Italians had sent to theirs, both coun- 
tries being engaged simultaneously m rival propaganda As to 
Russian-German co operation, Hitler said there was no possi- 
> Jbility Most of these points I had telegraphed to Washington 
Sir Eric simply confirmed them and indicated once more grave 
doubts as to the maintenance of peace in Europe One tiling is 
certain Hitler aims at war When he will strike depends on 
preparations and a proper incident 

At 12 I sat down for a talk with Von Neurath Afier 
offering him the twenty-one volume diary and documents pre- 
pared some years ago by Hunter Miller, historical adviser to t 
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the State Department, and receiving Ivis cordial thanks, I raised 
the question of German military policy. I told him first how 
general is the feeling in the United States that Germany aims 
to go to war relatively soon. He votVed there is no move towards 
war. He pretended great concern that Mussolini should have 
almost doubled the strength of the Italian army* by recent 
orders, also that Mussolini should have published a statement 
two days agq demanding the encirclement of Germany and 
blaming England for not uniting with France and Italy to make 
it possible. In spite of this he said we shall have a general peace 
agreement within a few weeks. I inferred that he meant the 
coming conference at Geneva, where the League chiefs are to 
meet on April 15. 

I reminded Von Neurath that all Germans seem military- 
' minded, that all their public demonstrations arc in full war 
equipment. I also said that Germany circulated, widely, im- 
perialistic maps, that is, maps which show that the Nazi leaders 
demand the annexation of border countries like Holland, Aus- 
tria/phrts of Switzerland and the Polish Corridor. He said 
these maps were published by irresponsible people. But I said 
they bear Goering’s name and are to be seen all over Germany 
in hotels and railway stations. He allowed that to be true but 
said it meant nothing as to German foreign policy. 

I said : It convinces the outside world that Germany means 
to re-apply the old imperialist policy, not unlike that of Theo- 
dore Roosevelt. Marching everywhere in uniforms and claim- 
ing all border aieas where German-speaking people live are 
strong evidences of the war spirit here. The Foreign Minister 
said: “Imperialistic talk and attitudes worry me too.” The con- 
versation lasted half an hour and it convinced me once more 
that VonNeurath and perhaps all the higher officials of the 
Toreign'Lffnce arelully aware 61' the dangers of Hitlerism and 
that they press for their points of view in vain. Hitler really 
mms to annex all these areas and will in due time go to war 
for that purpose. - * 


I came away without any valid assurances, just as’ I left the 
British Embassy without being convinced that England was 
doing anything but playing politics. Perhaps that is all the 
present government in London can do. Lloyd George is playing 
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a clever game and radical Labour is, as always, strongly pacifist 
The encirclement of Germany is at present not possible and the 
19x4 situation is reproduced in most of its features. Will Europe 
go to war 7 I think not in a year or two O’ 

At 4 30 I sat down to get the reactions of JFran^ois Poncet, 
the French Ambassador Without telling him that Washington 
had wired about the danger of war, I pressed for his opinion a3 
to the possibilities of the Stresa conference on* April 1 1 He at 
once revealed the French exasperation at the English procedure 
of the last month He was not sure what Mussolini and the 
French Foreign Minister, Laval, could do except to agree on 
encirclement of Germany as the only means of keeping the 
peace and then put the agreement before Sir John Simon Then 
he said the English would refuse and another adjournment 
would follow, leaving Germany again free to arm 
He said he did not think Hitler would precipitate war, but 
only because he is not yet ready "We shall not have war the 
next year or two unless some break comes over Austria, Danzig 
or Czechoslovakia Then Hitler would persuade the whole Ger- 
man people to march again If England won’t join us now there 
is going to be war ” I learned of a confidential interview with 
BeneS, about the end of March, in which the Czech Premier 
said his country would fight for its independence if their allies 
came to their aid, otherwise, there was nothing to do but 
capitulate to Germany’s terms of friendship I wonder if Bend 
doubts the validity of French and English promises 
I went to dinner this evening at Minister La Bougie’s, of the„ 
Argentine Sitting on the right of Madame La Bougie, I heard 
from her that Goenng had given her and her husband a grand - 
dinner the night before which indicated the present vain Nazi 
hope of winning South American countries to their side in 
the event of war She indicated confidentially her very severe 
criticism of the present regime 
On my nght sat the wife of the Swiss Minister who, on Mon 
day last, made a formal protest against the Nazi kidnapping 
vof a Jew, named Jacob, who has been writing able anti Nazi 
articles for the Swiss and French press the last two years Jacob 
was a German citizen before 1933 He is now in jail, to be 
tried for treason Von Billow declared to the Swiss Minister 



December 23, 1934 T0 MAY 2 1 ’ J 935 2 39 

that Germany would not release Jacob nor would they submit 
evidence tifct JacQb bad not been kidnapped, which was the 
Swiss claim.YThe German-Swiss treaty of 192X U to be ignored. 

As the Swiss Minister’s wife drifted a little in her conversa- 
tion from 'subject to subject, I said: I have just been reading 
' what Lecky, the great British historian, said abput your famous 
Zwingli and his devotion to the idea of personal freedom, 
two hundred years before the rest of Europe recognized the 
valuable philosophy of freedom of thought and speech. She 
affected not to know anything of Zwingli ; perhaps she did not, 
for few diplomats know anything of history, only the mere 
conventions. 

April 5. Friday. I wired Secretary Hull the facts about the 
war danger here: The regime is aggressive. The responsible or 
irresponsible trio, Hitler, Goering and Goebbels, might easily 
do a wild thing, knowing so little of past history. All of them 
arc of a murderous frame of mind. The economic dilemma . 
might precipitate war as a possible way out, but Schacht has ' ^ 
absolute power and this the German people so respect in any 
leader that they mil submit to other temporary solutions. 
Hence 1 think no debacle is imminent. * 1 

The Foreign Secretary says : “No war,” though he is troubled 
about Mussolini. The British Ambassador says : “No war in a . 
year or two but war is the purpose here.” Finally the French 
Ambassador says : “No war yet, unless some break in Danzig 
or Austria gives the regime a chance to arouse German en- 
* thusiasm.” It was a sad story; but I think a true one. If the 
telegram were to be revealed as the Miller report of last 
October was, it might greatly anger the German authorities. 

April g. Tuesday. We had been engaged for weeks to dine* 
with the Solmssens, so we could not get to the first Goering 
wedding show at the Opera House on time. The talk at Solms- 
sens was in ridicule of the Nazi leaders, Goering, Goebbels and 
Hess, for trying to terrorize all Danzig people into voting for 
azi arty control there last Sunday. Many violences were* 
visited upon the people who did not have Nazi flags over their" 
houses. Consuls of some countries had their windows smashed 
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because they had not erected flags. The Nazi chiefs thought 
they would surely win 75 per cent of the vote and then control 
the Danzig Council by two- thirds and demand that the League 
of Nations allow Danzig to return to Germany. All reports 
show that Danzig would have voted 90 per cerit to return to 
Germany, but not while the Nazis were in power. In conse- 
quence the vote was lower than in 1933. 

The criticism of the lack of wisdom in sending Gocring, 
Gocbbels and Hess to Danzig to overawe the people w'as sharp. 
There was also rather free fun-making of' the wedding show 
that Gocring is giving tonight and tomorrow in the Cathedral. 

We had to beg to be excused after we rose from the table 
in order to appear at the Gocring reception in the Opera House 
at 9.15. We were sorry to leave but the Trench Ambassador, 
in the absence of the Nuncio, had been compelled, as he said, 
to agree to attend the wedding and advise other members of 
the diplomatic crowd to be (here. Hence we had accepted the 
tickets. 

►* We arrived just in time to join the rush of guests to shake 
hands with the bride and groom, who were standing in' the 
great hall on the second floor of the Opera. The ceremony con- 
tinued for an hour. Then all went to their places and witnessed 
the completion of the opera. Krauss was the Austrian Nazi con- 
ductor brought here to take the place of Turtwaengler, removed 
last December. Krauss gave every sign of great joy at the op- 
portunity to give a musical show for Goering. Not a judge of 
music, 1 cannot say whether the performance was good or not. 

I did not enjoy it. 

April is. Friday . I learned from the French Counsellor to- 
, night that Counsellor Newton of the British Embassy went to 
the German Foreign Office to know if Germany would approve 
the French-Russian treaty of a day or two ago, as it was only 
a defence guarantee. Perhaps the Germans might then fall in 
with English demands at Stresa where the English, French 
and Italians were in conference about armaments and additional 
peace pacts. Von Neurath replied, to.Newton’s surprise, that 
Germany would approve, or at least not oppose, any peaceful 

* treaty. This was telegraphed to Stresa. While' this surprised the 
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French not ,a little, it did not surprise me, since I have re- 
peatedly been told By the Foreign Office people that Germany 
would return to the League of Nations whenever other powers 
agreed to recognize her equal rights. t 

We were dining at the house of the Greek Minister who had 
been in great distress, until a week or two ago, about the Veni- 
zelos revolt in his country, so much so that he had withdrawn 
invitations to a dinner about the middle of March. There were 
twenty-one guests including the Russian and the Japanese Am- 
bassadors. I noticed’ the heavy silver plates on which we were 
all served. “English silver,” the hostess said as I remarked its 
beauty. After the second course, I noticed the same silver plates 
come in again. This is one of the common habits of diplomatic 
people to impress their guests with evidence of wealth. How far 
this goes one can only know by attending dinners. Home at 
11.15, after a wasted evening. 


April 13, Saturday. William Bullitt, Ambassador to Russia, - 
was with us today and we had a party of twelve people. The 
Russian and Polish Ambassadors and the Ministers from 
Yugoslavia and Venezuela attended. Dr. Dieckhoff and Dr. 
Hoetzsch were also with us. Bullitt still impressed me as quite 
proud of himself, and rather more boyish than one would ex- 
pect for a man ofhis years. He told me of a conversation with 
the French Foreign Minister, Laval, in which the defensive 
alliance between France and Russia was discussed. It is to be 
signed on April 23. 

• A peculiar story, perhaps characteristic of Nazi Germany, 
came to me today from a reliable but secret source. It only re- 
veals what must happen in a society which permits autocracy, 
especially one commanded by three such men as rule W P 
From S.S. circles, I hear that General von Schleicher’s next 
of kin, incited by the head of the army, General von Fritsch 
are suing the German state for damages in connection with the 
shooting of their distinguished kinsman last June. It will be 
i at 1 .V w Ministry refused to give back to 

an <> ?*ords the shooting, alter having ob- 
tamed them for exammahon. The day before yesterday, four 
S.S. men called on the major in the Reichsnehr Ministry in 
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whose keeping these files are held. At the point of a pistol they 
demanded the records. Feigning to acquiesce, he bent down as 
if to take the documents out of his desk drawer but instead 
pressed an alarm button concealed there and gave them other 
papers to gain time. Shortly thereafter, the guards responded 
to the bell and came and arrested the four S.S. men, took them 
to the cellar of the building and there shot them. The ashes of 
the bodies were sent in a box to Himmler. 

April 16. Tuesday. In view of the tense situation all over 
Europe, I went at 12 o’clock to talk with Von Btdow. He has 
impressed me as more frank and liberal than Von Neurath, but 
I can never be quite certain. We talked a half hour and I 
learned little. He said Hitler could never join an eastern 
Locarno pact for the maintenance of existing boundaries, though 
he did not use direct statements from Hitler. He was certain 
Hitler meant to maintain peace, but Soviet Russia, he said, had 
- a treaty with Czechoslovakia whereby a vast number of Soviet 
planes could land at their air fields. “This means a close 
alliance with France and aggression against Germany. 

I said: Wc have information that Czechoslovakia is moving 
towards the English compromise viewpoint, and is not so close 
to Trance as before. Von Billow answered, "No, Bend, the 
Prime Minister, is, as usual, deceiving your Minister at Prague. 
The Czechs are absolutely allied to France, and the new 
French-Russian treaty only strengthens this alliance.’ 

I asked him if Germany would send delegates to the Rome 
Conference on May 20, called by Mussolini. He said : “Yes, but 
we have not yet been invited.” Will you agree to Austrian 
independence? “Oh, yes, we could not stand an Anschluss, 
although we know most Austrians wish to join Germany. But 
Italy pays the salaries of Austrian generals and other officials. 
.That is the way the government goes on.” He was not hopeful 
of results from the Rome Conference, because Bulgaria will 
not co-operate with Hungary and Rumania and because there 
can be no agreement with Italy and Trance about Austria. This 
seemed inconsistent since he had said Hitler would not hate on 
Anschluss with Austria. If so, then why no agreement ns to 
Austrian independence? 
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He asked about American attitudes and I said : Nearly every- 
body over there thinks Germany is headed for war and that 
affects our policy very seriously. He repeated the peace idea but 
remarked drat- a returning German official had said that when 
he was in Washington all the papers were saying Hitler de- 
manded the Corridor from Poland, the German districts in 
Czechoslovakia and Austria. The press people had gone to 
Ambassador Luther to know if this were true and Luther had 
refused to deny it, which convinced the American people that 
Hitler would demand this much. Then said Von BUlow: 
Luther cabled us and we at once denied the story ; only it was 
too late as news.” 

I thought, but did not say, that this meant the Ambassador 
teared Hitler did demand the areas named and hence had not 
felt free to make a denial. In my opinion, Hitler does intend 
o take these eastern areas at the first opportunity, but he wishes 
some other nation to make the first aggressive move. Then 
*lmer would claim he was repelling aggression and demand 
annexations. Von Billow remarked that the Geneva Conference 
0 a V would not amount to anything. France would defeat 
Th m | G . ennan y ^gbt propose, 
talked ”°lbh Ambassador, Lipski, lunched with me and we 
Pi d*d • r a ^ terw ard, but the only information was that 
o an , despite the pact of January, 1934, is still uneasy as to* 
er situation and must try to get on with Germany and Russia 
too, or there will be an invasion. 

1 9- Friday. The conversations of the 16th were serious 
nough, hut events of the 17th were more serious. The Stresa 
tm V? lCnt England, France and Italy on the 12th had been 
Rnrn CSoi P c » but the calling of a Little Entente conference in 
th™ v° n 2 5. t0 se tde the fate of Austria was*more serious 

had V, ° n T^ ow indicated. He had said to me that Von Papen', 
a . . ttn , re on April 15 and reported that practically all 
,. ^ ' V1S ^ e ^ to he annexed to Germany. I had not 
asmt any question on this point except: Would Germany 
participate in the Rome Conference and would Germany 
give up the Anschluss idea, so dear 'to - Hitler? He had 
said: " Anschluss would be a terrible thing for Germany.” I 
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suppose he meant now Certainty all Germans I know wish 
annexation 

I do not know what Sir Enc Phipps said on the 16th after 
my interview But yesterday I learned that on Wednesday, the 
17th, Hitler, at Berchtesgaden in upper Bavaria, ordered Von 
Billow to ask Sir Eric to the Foreign Office and give him a re- 
buke from Hitler, to be cabled to London It is said Von Billow 
was violent and insulting Today the Berlin papers say the 
Italian Ambassador was included in the rebuke Anyway the 
press of Pans and London is reported this morning to have 
been greatly excited, some English papers saying 10,000 air- 
planes are the only guarantees of British secunty against Nazi 
Germany 

The reason for Von Bulow’s rebuke was the unanimous nil 
ings of the League meeting on the evening of the 1 7th and the 
morning of the 18th that Germany's armament decree of March 
16 was a violation of the Versailles Treaty which could not be 
permitted again The warning clause was that if Germany 
placed any soldiers m the neutralized zone along the Rhine it 
would be considered as the beginning of war 
The situaUon of Europe is certainly cntical, but the announce- 
ment of the details of the French-Russian Treaty as given out 
yesterday at Geneva is proof of the encirclement of Germany 
which Hitler might have Foreseen in October, 1933, when he 
suddenly left the League of Nations and ordered his first plebis- 
cite England, France, Italy and Russia are a 11 in agreement to 
fight if Germany makes an unfriendly move anywhere They 
would be tough even for a thoroughly armed Third Reich 
Moreover Belgium, Holland, Norway, Sweden and trembling 
Denmark are all on the side of England and France Perhaps 
they would not fight, except Belgium, m the case of war But 
unlike 1914-18, they would all aid England as much as they 
i could in a peaceful way In my judgment, the Rome Con- 
ference should declare Austria finally and absolutely inde- 
pendent, and Rumania, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Aus- 
tria should all .join a co-operative union., with. Huntguv and 
Bulgaria sympathetic Germany would be helpless, and an eco- 
nomic bojeott could follow if Germany should go on arming 
Nc\cr, in my opinion, has a great people been guided by a 
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less sensible group Hitler knows no history, Goenng is even 
less informed, Goebbels is utterly incompetent except m his Ger- 
man propaganda, and success m this may not be real These 
three supremely egotistical men are supposed to be together at 
Berchtesgaden today trying to decide upon German policy, all 
pretending to think that go per cent of all Germans are behind 
them What they will do, one can hardly guess, but wisdom can 
scarcely be expected of three such men 

April 20 Saturday According to the custom of diplomats 
here I went this morning to the old Bismarck-Hindenburg 
palace to wnte my name in a book of congratulations to Hitler, 
President and Fuehrer of deluded, helpless Germany As I 
drove into the WJhelmstrasse from Unter den Linden, I noted 
that tens of thousands of Germans, men, women and children, 
stood behind ropes on both sides of the street for two whole 
blocks, waiting for a glimpse of the Fuehrer whenever he may 
come out of the palace where he is spending the day in confer- 
ences, I suppose, with officers of the Reichswehr, perhaps with 
Von Neurath 

Entering the hall I met the new Minister Gie from South 
Africa in top hat and formal clothes, gloves and cane in hand 
He was a little embarrassed for me when I shook hands with 
him without gloves or top hat The Minister from unhappy and 
poverty stricken Rumania was not quite so formally dressed as 
Mr Gie In a half minute my name was on the book and I 
drove past the soldiers again 

At 12 o’clock. Dr Goebbels delivered an address It is written 
in the best German I hear or read these days He spoke over the 
radio to all Germans, also to Latin and North Americans who 
cared to listen I wonder how many cut their radios off I was in 
tfrcOuScvr, JhxrygeVfrrrgo/Fc&sparcfiesto Washington, ancf conse 
quently had no chance to listen to the shrewd propagandist 
whose role here is so important that Hitler would not dare dis 5 
miss him, much as the more sensible Germans hate him What 
he said about Hitler represents, however, almost exactly what 
80 per cent of the Germans think In one part of the address 
Goebbels indicated what a calamity it w6uld be if any one of 
the three ‘ immortals,” Hitler, Goenng and Goebbels, were to 
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be killed I am a little surprised that he said this, since there 
are thousands of Germans who would kill the Fuehrer if they 
had a chance and pay the penalty with their own lives At least 
this is common talk in indirect ways 

We sent a telegram to Washington at 5 o’clock giving the 
gist of a defiant reply of Hitler to the League of Nations mem- 
bers who voted for resolutions in which the German proclama- 
tion of March 16 was denounced Wlierf the Chancellor-Presi- 
dent handed his document to his publicity department, he 
mounted his airplane and went back to Berchtesgaden where he 
spends more time than here in the executive office which once 
held Bismarck so closely Hitler holds Cabinet sessions only 
occasionally, and issues decrees which the members never real ly 
sanction by voting their convictions That is all he does in his 
high office 

April so Sunday Easter Strange that Hitler’s birthday 
should happen to be the day after Good Fnday Since Goenng 
was a national hero last week when he was mamed-and received 
such extraordinary gifts, it was necessary to give Hitler an 
equally sensational “Heil ” So we hear today he is to receive 
from the people a gift of twenty-seven war aircraft Easter 
time 1 

It turns out to be an interesting season, four days in succes 
Sion, just after the League of Nations rebuke of Germany for 
its rearmament challenge Friday, the crucifixion day, Satur- 
day, Hitler’s birthday , Sunday, resurrection day , and Monday, 
the usual holiday Everybody m official circles here is out of 
town, most of them xn South Germany I am quiet at home 
trying to put in a little time on my long delayed Old South 

April 25 Thursday We had our first forma] dinner tonight 
_since our return from Washington, two months ago, although 
we had had many luncheons and dinners for groups of ten or 
twelve It was a party of twenty The most interesting person 
present, was. the. Vrarcfaa, th/tnfi “scveiffy “years Art 

but witty and outspoken in his fun making of the Rosenberg 
activity in Germany The Japanese Ambassador talked again 
of lus close relations with Goenng and Goebbcls whom nearly 
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all diplomats dread to see X have been at Gocnng’s house, a 
palace more elaborate than Hitler’s, and have had dinner at 
Goebbels’ rather modest place Neither of them has ever been 
m our house though both had been invited a little before June 
3°j 1934 

April 26 Friday A party of some twenty young people came 
in on a sort of welcoming party for Martha who arrived today 
Some were interesting persons The most troubled, though it 
was wonderfully concealed, was Prince Louis Ferdinand, grand- 
son of the exiled Kaiser, heir to the imperial throne if it ever 
be re created He is about twenty seven years old, tall, hand- 
some and very clever He loves to talk about Henry Ford““a 
great administrator,” he says, then about flying machines which 
he pilots in preparation for war which he hates He talks only 
to my daughter, now and then, about the Hohenzollem tragedy 
He has a faint hope of becoming Kaiser some time If he 
were sure that would not happen, he would go to the United 
States to live I tell him he ought to study German history and 
write the story of the family just as it happened He was too 
young in 1914 to know much, but be has seen enough since 
1914 never to forget the points in the tragedy 

April 27 Saturday We were with Sir Enc and Lady Phipps 
for lunch today, forty people present Goenng’s assistant, Air 
General Milch, was present, his wife sitting on my right at the 
table Nothing worth while was said, however, except Sir Erie’s 
report to my wife that Germany is budding twelve Submarines 
and several large war \ essels in violation of the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles He had seen Von Billow the day before, but no agree- 
ment had been made to negotiate Why plan this great navy 
when Germany has no long stretch of coast 5 Only for a thrust 
at England 

April 29 Monday At 11 o’clock this morning Von Wiegand 
stopped by His information confirmed our reports of war air- 
craft work and of German navy budding. He reported that 
General von Rcichenau had just told him that the Reichswchr 
was very much disturbed over Hitler's challenge to all Ger- 
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many’s neighbours and that they demanded a treaty with Russia 
now that the Trench were weakening a little towards jhe Soviet 
Union It’s the one opportunity to break the encirclement which 
Trance, England and Italy arc making 1 Hitler is much troubled 
and dreads terribly to approach Russia, his one enemy never to 
be dealt with However, Von Reichcnau said he had replied to 
one of the Rcichswchr spokesmen “Well, I will make a treaty 
with the devil for Germany’s sake *’ 

May 1 Wednesday The annua! Labour Day in Germany has 
been converted under the present regime to a National Socialist 
demonstration, not unlike July 4 at home, the difference bang 
that all workers must attend meetings in honour of Hitler 
whether they wish or not We were to have gone to the Tem- 
pelhof airfield to witness the demonstration, but snow and rain 
alternated and I called up the Toreign Office to be excused It 
was readily granted Reports estimated the crowd at 1,700,000 
I doubt the figures but it was an immense show and Hitler 
made a rather pessimistic speech He warned the public they 
might look for hard times, but all must hang together He said 
he would rather be a German peasant without a home than a 
citizen of any other country He is an Austrian and is reported 
to be a millionaire 

The great day passed without other events than the speeches 
here of Hitler and Goebbels, the latter having compared his 
chief to Joan of Arc as the one person who converses with God 
Almighty about his country's affairs 

May s Thursday Mr Dunn, chief of our State Depart- 
ment s Division of Western European Affairs, amused me a 
little today by his interpretations of events and attitudes He is 
travelling about and making contacts as best he can, not knowing 
i^any language but his own 

May 6 Monday Oechsner of the Umted Pr$ss reported 
from a secret but absolutely reliable source great activity in sub 
marine and other war vessel building at Wilhelmshaven He 
described also some light ships which carry a few bombs and 
go 60 knots an hour These increasing German naval activities 
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have changed the friendly British attitude of the last three 
months to serious concern, revealed by debates in the House 
of Commons as well as by Sir Eric Phipps. Last Sunday, May 5, 

I met Sir Eric walking in the Tiergarten and he indicated 
his growing anxiety, since Germany has no exposed sea front 
of any extent and no colonies. Yet she violates the Versailles 
Treaty (of course unfair at many points, like all treaties which 
end wars) in this respect too, risking England’s hostility. It 
seems to me most unwise at the very moment Italy, France, 
England and Russia are working out their encirclement alliance. 
England has been hesitant about the Russian phase of this, but 
German, behaviour at this moment is apt to swing England into 
co-operation. 

Lord Lothian, who as Philip Kerr was secretary to Lloyd 
George during the World War, wrote me about this in a letter 
which I received today. He expressed the opinion that the 
opportunity to bring Germany into the League of Nations had 
- been missed because of the failure of France to face reality and 
Great Britain’s failure to alter her course. Consequently he be- 
lieved the League would be reduced to merely an anti-Nazi 
combination giving Germany additional reason to follow its 
own path of power politics. He indicated clearly that he favours 
a coalition of the democracies to block any German move in 
their direction and to turn Germany’s course eastwards That 
this might lead to a war between Russia and Germany does not 
seem to disturb him seriously. In fact he seems to feel this 
would be a good solution of the difficulties imposed on Germany 
by the Versailles Treaty. The problem of the democracies, as 
he sees it, is to find for Japan and Germany a stronger place 
in world affairs to which, in his opinion, they are entitled be- 
cause of their pow er and tradition. He hopes this can be accom- 
plished without any sacrifice to the British Empire and with 
as little destruction to human liberty as possible. 

May 7* Tuesday, Rabbi Lazaron, returning from a trip to 
.Geneva and^Rome, reported that a member of the Pope’s 
cabinet had said to him that the Catholics could not co-operate 
with the Lutherans in Germany, although their situation was 
identical. The 4 oo-year-old hatred of Martin Luther and his 
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May 18 Saturday I went to the CaUtolic eadicdral near 
old Kaiser's palace to attend the service in honour 
who was being buried in Cracow, Poland, at the same ume 
The church wascrowdcd Hitler tool, the seat of honour on e 
nght of the altar Von Ncurath, Goebbels and generals or the 
Reich swehr were seated in the first row behind Hide , 
distinguished position in a chair with an altar just m 
him looked suggestive , . - -hurch 

It was amusing to note all the white gloves [A thoug h 

on a moderately warm day It was strictly formal, tho£ 
swords in a Christian church seemed to me to ibe ' f 

What would Jesus have said if he had seen such evidences ^ 
war spirit? He would probably have left the 

Promptly at 1 1 , the Papal Nuncio came up *e ^ ^ 
escort of bvelve pnests, a long, red ^^d InT*™ 
shoulders and extending at leas, twdvefe^behind ^ ^ 
men holding it up so it would not tog I, ofthc gre at 
took his seat on a sort of throne on t S Anting in 

altar where candles were burning and P « faiUng upon 

Latin, which no one understood, and o ‘ never 

their knees and scattering incense, which I mmvj 
used It was the medieval ceremouy tram beginning ” (hat 
and nobody, save perhaps the pnests, understood anything in 
was said or sung . about 

To me it was all half absurd I do not know J eatb 

Pilsudski, except that he was a dictator who put pe p v 

■when they opposed him Why so much reb^OT flut 

when no one could have imagined him to be a L- 1111 . t e 

there was probably not one follower of Jesus in e . 
congregation I wondered how German Lutherans an 
bes would honour Hitler, a professed Cathdbc if he isbould Ida 
He has murdered or caused to be murdered bun 
cent people Yet all of us diplomats would be called into the 
churches to pay tribute to him as a Christian m case of bis 

d 'i* me away from the Cathedral at .a =o rather relieved to 
he free from so much hypocrisy Some people may not feel as 
f , n T „ me the actual teachings of the simple, direct minded 
j were exceedingly rmportant and early Chnsuamty really 
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democratic. Now neither the Catholics nor the Protestants be- 
lieve in, nor practise, Christian or democratic principles. Since 
my college days, when I was president of the Virginia ‘Poly- 
technic Institute student ^Y.M.C. A., I have tome slowly to 
recognize the insincerity of people who call themselves Chris- 
tians and I have been compelled out of honesty to cease attend- 
ing church services, save on certain official occasions. If men 
were Christians there would be no war, also none of the terrible 
exploitations which our business men have applied to our 
people. , r 


May. 21 . ' Tuesday. At eight o’clock I went to the Kroll Opera 
House near the old, discredited Reichstag Buildihg/to hear. 
Hitler speak to the world about his situation and his policy as*. 
Fuehrer. I was five minutes early, but all the seats in the diplo- 
matic reserved section, except one, were taken : the French, 
Italian, British, Japanese, and Polish Ambassadors in the front 
row. Madame von Neurath and Madame Cerruti had taken 


two front-row seats, so there was none for me. Von Bassewitz 
placed a special chair at the end of the row for me, but the chair 
was not comfortable-looking, and knowing the speech was to 
last two hours I took the one vacant seat in the third row, very 
undiplomatic but comfortable. 

^The Chancellor began promptly. For twenty minutes he 
talked about the German economic situation, without real un- 
derstanding. Then he discussed the German situation at the 


close of the World War (assuming that his country was entirely 
innocent of any wrongdoing) and the wicked Versailles Treaty. 

I noted the self-consciousness of the French Ambassador* 
especially as he spoke of the Fourteen Points of 1918-19, The 
last hour of the address dealt severe blows to the League of 
1 SViftan&*U2& Qamimaihsat. Vic 'was not lar wrong ‘in this either 
but exaggerated greatly the faults of both. He did not indicate 
as formerly, his willingness to return to the League in case 
of the granting of equality, so often discussed since October 
1933. ~ v „ r * 

mat Hitler said about Lithuania and eastern border 
troubles revealed more freely than he intended his real purpose 
never to surrender his hope of annexations. Many times he 
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work is still responsible for Catholic hostility But Lazaron 
was more troubled about the terrible Jewish plight here He 
had seen Max Warburg of Hamburg and he was .very dis- 
turbed too Neither of them could see what is to be done 

May 10 Friday The new Minister from Bulgaria called m 
all good form at the conventional hour He surprised me with 
his liberality and knowledge of affairs in Europe His explana- 
tion of the situation m his country showed a breadth of view 
and appreciation of the international situation which surpassed 
the knowledge of American ambassadors I have met Bullitt 
in Russia, Cudahy m Poland and Long in Italy I do not know 
Bingham in London and Straus in Pans well enough to com- 
pare them But I am convinced that the ministers here from 
Bulgaria, Rumania, Czechoslovakia and Jugoslavia are each 
supenor to the American ambassadors indicated above 

All these ministers from backward little countries know three 
languages and the history of Europe over long stretches of 
time American ambassadors and ministers and even staff mem 
bers almost ignore the need of two or three languages and make 
no effort to understand the history of the people to whom they 
are accredited I am ashamed of my lack of knowledge of 
French, though my German serves me fairly well, and my 
understanding of history gives me some rating with the Ger- 
man Foreign Office people who know many languages but not 
much of their own history, due to the partisan teaching in 
German universities since Von Treitschke 

May 15 Wednesday Wishing to get some knowledge from 
German officials about the international situation, now that Ger- 
many is so completely encircled by so-called pacts, I asked Von 
Ncurath for an unofficial conversation I saw him at 12 o'clock 

He s-ud that Hitler would speak before a session of the 
Reichstag on May c r What he would say lie could not guess, 
though he had sent Hitler 1 memorandum on what ought to be 
said The date was sec for Che 21st because of the death of. 
Pjlsudski who was to be buned on May 18 Von Ncurath spoke 
of the so-called “eastern Locarno part" without animus, though 
Hitler rages when the suggestion of his joining it is raised The 
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Secretary wished it to be delayed until England, Germany and 
France cquld agree upon an aircraft pact whereby each country 
is to limit its building of machines. I did not say that England 
and France would probably not agree to this until an eastern 
Locarno treaty is agreed to by Germany, France bring abso- 
lutely sure Germany will not keep any of her promises about 
disarmament. That point was left open because I am myself 
sure Germany intends to annex areas in the north and east 
and so will not cease arming soon. 

I then asked him about the Italian position and the Danube 
Conference proposed at Stre3a on May 1 1, and much discussed 
since. He was surprised, he said, at Mussolini’s lack of wisdom 
in sending troops into Abyssinia. The result, if war comes, will . 
cost Italy a great many soldiers, will not be successful for a 
long time, and will probably bring financial bankruptcy to 
Italy: He described the Italian situation as very dangerous: 
armed to the hilt, in debt to the limit, and without markets. 
The position is exactly parallel to that in which Germany will 
find herself by 1937. He said: “Mussolini cannot dismiss his 
million soldiers without huge unemployment; he cannot go 
on arming further without bankruptcy and he cannot fail in 
war without being overthrown.” Von Neurath described this 
in a way which made me think constantly of Germany’s similar 
position even now, though her debts are not yet so critical as 
Italy’s and war is not quite so imminent. 

While nothing directly significant was said, I came away 
convinced that the Foreign Office people are doing their ut- 
most to restrain Hitler and coax England into a breach with 
France and Italy. There is real uneasiness, especially since the 
Polish dictator Pilsudski’s death. 

May 17. Friday, Richard J. Davis of Chicago, a Christian 
Science lecturer, finishing a month’s lecture tour of Germany, 
called to describe the peculiar attitudes of German audiences 
. in all parts of the country. He thought there was an increasing 
interest in Tdigion, contrary to the Rosenberg drift. I am not 
sure of his appraisal, but it was surprising that houses where he 
lectured were always crowded. He thinks the population verv 
uneasy. Perhaps at least the church people are. ' 
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May 22 Wednesday I had an interesting talk at noon today 
, with Armand B6rard He frankly said' “France is perturbed, 
especially at England s acceptance of Hitler's promises as sin- 
cere We cannot believe he is pacific, but the French people 
ivill not go to war We made a pact with Italy last year, much 
' as we disliked Mussolini, simply to stop German aggression __ 
and we had to promise him the annexation of Abyssima I “ 
hope Mussoluu has sense enough to annex a little of the country 
at a time, as we did in Morocco We have urged that upon 
the Italians They may not observe this and precipitate 
trouble ” This is the European way I was a little surprised at 
his frankness 

He then said “Laval, our Foreign Minister, wishes to come 
here and talk with Hitler My Ambassador is leaving for Pans 
tonight in order to stop this if possible We do not think any 
agreement with Germany can be made ” I think some agree- 
ment could be made if France agreed that Austna might be 
annexed, and that would mean later attempts to andex Czecho- 
slovakia and Hungary Of course the French do not like to 
think of a Third Reich of eighty million people 
Monsieur Bdrard then said that France is soon to reduce the 
value or the franc m order to check gold shipments to New 
York— o% er a mflfion dollars this week, a carload on the Wash- 
ington today 1 But this devaluation will not change British or 
American devaluation attitudes Washington wished to stabilize 
when I was there Now there seems to he no wish to do it 
At 4J5 I talked with Sir Eric Phipps who seemed quite a 
bit pleased at the reacuons of the London press to what we 
heard Hitler say last night I was not surprised The British 
seem to have fallen for the Fuehrer’s proposals. If they keep 
on like this, six months from now there will be no real dis 
armament agreement, and Germany will be. far more com- 
pletely prepared for another 1914 stroke than how 

We talked a little about the possibility "of influencing the 
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Germans to stop their ruthless and* cruel treatment of the Jews 
Poor Rabbi Lazaron of Baltimore has been here three months, 
coming to my office far too often, 'and hoping always to get a 
hearing with Hess ’br Goenng Not a chance in the world 1 I 
have warned him that he had perhaps better leave the country, 
as something might happen Sir Eric said he would see Lazaron 
because he represents the leading Jews of England and the 
United States ' * 

“But it can do no good,” he said “Hitler is fanatical on the 
subject and if you and I were to go to the Foreign Office to 
argue the matter there would be a sensation and perhaps a 
dozen Jews would be beaten, even killed, within a few days " 

I am not quite so pessimistic as that, but such a move would 
do no good at all The Hider Party is bent upon putting all 
the Jews out of Germany and confiscating their property 

May 25 Saturday Louis Lochner sent me information from 
someone in the Foreign Office with whom he talks intimately 
that the German Government has a military alliance with 
Japan and that seventy army officers are coming here to co- 
ordinate their activities with German Army officials Ilgneg of 
I G Farben, the Chemical Trust, who has been in the Far 
East for a year, is said to have negotiated part of the pact and 
to have sold Japan vast supplies of war chemicals and gases I 
have believed there was a secret pact of this kind for several 
months While this story may not be true I aVn enough im- 
pressed to have telegraphed the State Department 

Rabbi Lazaron came 10 unwisely again, calling first on the 
telephone He was aware, though, of his danger and is getting 
away in a day or two It would not surprise me if he should 
be arrested m Cologne or Frankfurt where Jews are being 
watched more closely than here He reported that .a good 
fnend came to him this morning, very uneasy Jest he be Jailed 
1 expect Jewrs to be put into pnson and maltreated if not killed 
Thousands are reported to be m concentrauon camps now, 
especnU} Jews who have returned Lazaron .goes to London 
in a week or two in the hope of influencing the British Govern- 
ment to ask the Germans to cease or limit their drasuc be- 
haviour I do not think any results can be obtained 
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May 26. Sunday. I met .Sir Eric Phipps for a walk in the 
Tiergarten. I gave him the confidential information about the 
Japanese. He was not as much impressed as I had expected. 
He said: “YVe have three.army officers here studying German 
methods. That’s not seventy, of course. It might be a serious 
" thing for Japan to make such a pact, but I would not be sur- 
prised.” After a .good deal of talk about consequences in the 
Far East , . he * promised to inquire in' London whether they 
knew of such a military alliance. 

On the general subject of Germany’s policy he was still 
optimistic and seemed to expect an air Locarno involving limi- 
tations and international inspection. I indicated my doubts, but 
said that if Germany makes a real concession and permits an 
international commission to pass upon such things it may mean 
real progress.'! added : Have you heard that Germany is to help 
Poland get Lithuania, and Poland is to cut off the Baltic end 
of the Corridor so that East Prussia can be definitely connected - 
through Danzig with Germany? He said: “No, but I would 
not be. surprised, -since Lithuania has been so foolish the last 
year.” I agreed entirely as to her folly, but the German propa- 
ganda in Memel had a lot to do with the trouble. 

Of course Germany’s position, in the Danzig zone is very 
difficult. But Poland for 150 years before 1914 was shamefully 
• treated and exploited by Prussia, and by Russia too. Poland has 

some right to a bit of sea coast, especially when her population 
extends to the sea. 

Sir Eric indicated that the English are more optimistic of 
German co-operation than 1 am. Perhaps the domestic situation 
in his country is responsible. The evidence that comes to me 
every day seems to show no change whatsoever in Germany’s 
aggressive conduct. 

May S7. Monday. I was a half hour with Dr. Schacht today 
to learn what he thinks about the existing economic dilemma 
in Germany. He was so enthusiastic about the effects of Hitler’s 
May 21 speech that I learned nothing. Instead of expecting 
collapse next October he now says t "We shall go on successfully 
until next January, perhaps until the United States and 
England stabilize their currencies.” 
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May zg. Wednesday. We had to go to the home of the 
Japanese Ambassador to dinner last night. A large company 
was there, including the Russian Ambassador, Dr. Schacht, and 
Von Ribbentrop, who expected to be put into Von Bulow’s 
place, with Von Neurath going to London. Von Ribbentrop 
acknowledged that he goes to London on June 4 to negotiate 
a naval agreement, by which Germany is to -have 35 per cent 
of England’s strength. There was, of course, no worth-while 
conversation, but wc were shown an hour’s film about Japan 
which kept us rather late for me. We were the first to leave. 
The Japanese will return to Tokyo in a few days to remain 
five months, they said. * * , 

The Russian Ambassador said to me while we were a mo- 
ment alone together : “Yes, I think there is a German-Japanese 
treaty, but I have no proof.” 

June z. Sunday. We had a rather sad luncheon today. A 
young prince belonging to one of Germany’s royal families 
spoke with deep feeling against the murders that were com- 
mitted here last year. He said the Reichswehr officers are all 
against the present regime, but dare not open their mouths. I 
have other evidence in the same direction, but nobody ever^ 
says anything openly. The Prince spoke of the ruthless treat- 
ment of Professors Oncken and Hoetzsch, dismissed because 
they insisted on their right to express their opinions in their 
special fields. He said, “Our Kaiser never permitted such a 
thing to be done.” 

I recall a certain lack of freedom, when I Was in Leipzig 
as a student, on the subject of the Kaiser. Otherwise there was 
considerable freedom in historical and philosophic fields. I re- 
member that Mommsen once attacked Bismarck violently in 
the Reichstag and nothing was done to him. Such an attack 
now would cause one’s death, or long-term imprisonment. 
When the Prince went away all of us felt depressed for him. 

A liberal who would like to play some role in the affairs of his 
country, he can only serve as an officer in the army and he 
hates the idea of war. 

June 8 . Saturday. Lochner showed me a copy' of secret in- 
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structions sent to the German press about the necessity of con- 
ciliating the Jews who supposedly have the world film business 
In their control. Gocbbcls had dictated this explanation to the 
press because recent instructions against Jews had been so dras- 
tic. Lochner^said he could not send the report over the A.P. 
wires because'it was so confidential. 

June S3. Thursday. McMaster, the Quaker leader here since 
the World War, came in today to tell me about an eminent 
man in prison, Carl von Ossietzky, whom Jane Addams before 
her death recommended for the Nobel peace prize. He was 
editor of a German paper of liberal type, not unlike the New 
Republic , before Hitler came to power. It was at once con- 
fiscated and forbidden to appear and he was imprisoned early 
in 1933. He has been in prison ever since and frequently beaten, 
so McMaster reports. But he has been spared during the last 
few "months. McMaster thinks him a very fine man, though 
perhaps his work was not important enough to justify the Nobel 
prize. Strange as it might appear, I believe Miss Addams’ ad- 
vice might wisely be accepted. It would emphasize peace so 
strikingly that all the 'world would discuss it for a month. 

Another prisoner of the same character, about whom Pro- 
fessor Charles A. Beard has written me twice, is also still in 
prison but likely to be released. However, McMaster says he 
will not be permitted to leave the country — “he knows ton- 
much.” 

This McMaster is a unique man. He knows practically every 
high official here, he distributed millions of American dollars 
in food for the hungry in 1919-21, and has seen so much of 
the good and the bad of German behaviour that he cannot be 
denied a hearing. Yet he said to me the last rime he called: 
“Do not caU me on the* telephone or write letters under Em- 
bassy heading.” So when I wish to consult him, I send a 
messenger with a note. 

He is one of the most humane and useful men in Berlin 
Von Hindenburg was a friend of his; Von Hindenburg’s 
secretary, Meissner, is always glad to see him and report his 
requests to Hitler. But McMaster never reports anything 'as 
coming from me. Although the economic status here is very 
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dangerous, McMastcr says the regime will last a long Ume, 
unless the death of Hitler should occur That is exactly my 
Mew, and if Hitler continues five years more in power, there is 
apt to be war The German population is being trained to the 
limit for war, its national debt is piling up every day, like that 
of Italy, and both the Polish Corridor and Austria are expecting 
aggression 

June 14 Fnday Having been asked several times to speak 
before the Carl Schurz Vercin, I accepted for this evening and 
went to Schadowstrasse No 7 in the older part of the city The 
hall was packed I spoke on the Lincoln crisis in 1861 showing 
just how the Civil War began My conclusion was that war 
rarely solves any problem The enthusiasm of the Germans, 
including officials, was such that I concluded theyare afraid 
of the Hider war programme Since the American press asked 
especially for a copy, I am a little afraid my statements may be 
so printed over there as to arouse criticism I shall wait and sec 

June 15 Saturday We had a score of guests at tea today, 
the most interesting being Sir Enc Phipps, who pulled me aside 
and said “Our situation is very difficult, if not dangerous The 
Germans insist upon their 35 per cent new navy and they are 
otherwise belligerent Two months ago I talked ivith Hider 
He then demanded the same size navy as ours I said you do 
not need so many ships since your coastline is so limited He 
said ‘Yes, but we must have warships all over the Baltic Sea * 
Later I argued with him and he was uncompromising, even 
impolite in his manner ” 

We talked a little about Bntish-Amenean, relations m the 
Far East, both agreeing that co operation of the two countries 
was about the only means of preventing a world war within a 
few years “But public opinion in both our countries is opposed 
to any common action,” he said It was a sad conversation, the 
British Ambassador revealing more concern than I have before 
noted this year 

I told him I owed a letter to Lord Lothian, former secretary 
to David Lloyd George He said, “Won’t you write him 
frankly about the real situation here 9 It would do more good 
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than one of my letters.” I promised to do so. “Lothian,” he 
said, “is a dose friend of Lord Astor and the Observer people. 
They need some more accurate information.” 


June si. Friday. I read a lecture tonight on the American 
Revolution before Professor Windelband’s seminar. There was 
a large crowd. I spoke German and the students seemed to 
understand all that was said. There were five or six professors 
present, but no Hitler greetings were exchanged. My old pro- 
fessor, Erich Marchs, was present and asked some interesting 
questions when I finished. The discussion of certain phases of 
the Revolution continued almost an hour. 

I omitted to note the fact that we had a luncheon today in 
honour of Charles R. Crane. Dr. Schacht was one of the guests 
and he took considerable interest in Mr. Crane particularly, I 
noticed, after I told him of Crane’s business connections. Mr. 
Stewart of the State Department was also with us. His hope 
was to find some way to sell Germany some hundred thousand 
bales of cotton. Schacht gave him an appointment for an hour 
late in the afternoon. Schacht is even more anxious to buv 
than Stewart is to sell, but how to pay? 7 

No man in Germany, perhaps none in Europe, is quite so 
clever as this economic dictator.” His position is always deli- 
cate and even dangerous. When I saw him early in July* i ova 
hts first remark was: "Ich l,b< mtf' (I am ttm living), wjfeh 
I felt was rather dangerous. His wife says they “are on a train 
going at full speed near the end of the road.” 1 

Junt 25. Tusiay. A foreign correspondent told me todav hi, 
convrcuon that both England and France are t . i “ 
posed ,0 any move that may lead m war, “vm i f-G e l° P ' 
were to annex Lithuania, and that Hitler is bent ™ “i Ge . rn,an y 
the Baltic Sea annem^g wha, he whhefon”^ etTside Tf 
that sea in order to block Russian exDaminn H„ f m ? , of 
seen a letter received by Lord RotheSnere he _ had 

Hearst in which the latter had urged a r™ 4 from 
• American alliance. This would pernit the , Cn ran-Engbsh- 
world by these nations. Lord Sraere t,? natI ° n the 
too hopeful of the scheme. Was re P? rtc d not 
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He then said he had heard in Pans that Germany and Japan 
have a secret entente, to be used any time Germany chooses to 
move in the Baltic area If Russia protests, or becomes in- 
volved m war with Germany, Japan will attack her eastern 
frontier Finally, he attached great importance to a conference 
about to take place in Pans between Laval, Litvinov, Titulescu 
of Rumania and Bend of Czechoslovakia It is to conclude a 
pact between France, Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Russia 
to block Hitler’s plans in the Baltic area 
It is not a little cunous, but no German official has ever 
intimated to me a German desire for an understanding with 
the United States ^ 

Douglas Miller, our Commercial Attache, asked today to 
send a long telegram under my name It explamed a meeting 
he had had the day before with leading German industrialists 
who think they can pay for 600,000 bales of cotton in goods 
which American firms wish to import, Montgomery Ward and 
Company of Chicago being one of the mam importers This is 
fn disregard of the boycott by the Jews and the labour people 
I sent the telegram, giving the facts but making no recom- 
mendation, since that would involve the State Department in 
some responsibility for the credit New York banks are propos 
mg to give Having failed always to get any real consideration 
when I have asked for payment of the two billions on which 
the Germans pay no interest, I could hardly say anything now 
even though payment seemed rather promising 530,000,000 
would be something of an item 
The last thing on this busy day was a visit to the Minister 
from Holland He is convinced, as I am, that there is an 
entente between Germany and Japan, but he has no proof Of 
England’s position he was as sceptical as I am Both of us are 
of the opimon that England and the United States might stop 
Japan’s annexation of China if they co operated Curiously 
enough the English speaking peoples do not like each other 
though neither ever thinks of direct hostility towards the other 
He thought the Bntish-German naval pact of a week or two 
ago a dangerous thing though he approved of the Russians 
being held firmly m their isolated position Germany will con- 
trol the Baltic absolutely, Turkey will ne\er allow Russia 
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, access to the Mediterranean, and Japan, watches Russia s little 
front on the Pacific like a hawk. 

Before leaving I suggested that he ask his government to 
make approaches to universities in the United States for ex- 
change professorships. I 'told him I would suggest the same to 
Chicago where such lectureships are always welcome. He 
, agreed at once, saying that if our peoples could know each 
* other better and the English could also co-operate, we might 
do something for peace. 1 suppose all such moves arc useless, 
yet one dislikes to do nothing in a world in.such a dangerous 
position. 

July 4. Thursday. At 5 o’clock hundreds of Americans living 
in Berlin and Americans visiting Germany came to our annual 
reception, some of them very interesting people. I made a 
short speech at 6.15 on The American Idealists of 1776. This 
address had been written for delivery at a dinner tonight of 
the American colony, but the dinner was called off, and since 
American press people had wired copies to the United States, 

I felt I had to deliver it sometime today. The guests stood 
fifteen minutes while I delivered it and some wealthy Ameri- 
cans declared they agreed with my comments on the great 
leaders of American history who have represented the principles 
of 1776 : Lincoln, Wilson and F. D. Roosevelt. 

July 6. Saturday. At noon I saw Secretary von Neurath for 
half an hour, the State Department having requested informa- 
tion by wire on reports which I had sent in the last pouch. 
Von Neurath talked freely about the British-German agree- 
ment on naval armament. 

"Garauuuf Is. yiViA of dwt 'utitanfeaduug tnA hopes 
France will co-operate,” he said, “but I do not think we could 
enter the League ‘of Nations even if England and France 
agreed to an anti-Italian war policy. We would, however, give 
moral support because we think Mussolini’s war plan very 
• foolish. Yet he must go to war since he can do nothing new 
at home. If he does not fight he is in danger. If he does go 
to war against Abyssinia, he can hardly win anything worth 
while and may even be defeated, which would mean his over- 



264 may 22, 1935 To NOVEMBER 25, ICJ35 
throw I know him well and am sure he will not change his 
attitude, no matter how much England, France and even the 
United States may protest ” 

When we talked of the recent German-Polish conference 
here, he said, **We are on the best of terms Our object was 
to defeat the French-Russian pact and prevent the Danube 
agreement proposed at Stresa There were no Hungarian alb 
ance or agreements discussed ” This he said m spite of the fact 
that the chief of staff of the Hungarian Army was here under 
cover “Nor was there any agreement with Poland about out 
control of the Baltic Sea We must control that area to keep 
Russia off the ocean ” That is the histone German policy, 
though Kaiser Wilhelm II allowed the Russian fleet to sail 
around France, Spam and Italy on its way to fight Japan m 
1 9°5 

When the Secretary referred again to a Bntish-German 
entente and I asked about the coming naval conference, he 
expressed much hope that all nations would meet together and 
agree on naval reductions, ‘ but we cannot join the conference 
if Japan refuses to attend ” This surprised me a little because 
I had not expected such an open hint of a German-Japanese 
entente He stated this with a positiveness that confirmed my 
belief that there was an alliance 

Japan must dominate the Far East and capture Vladivostok 
Germany must dominate Europe, but first the Baltic, and if 
Russia resists, Japan will attack the Russian eastern border 
This is certain to happen if the League of Nations fails Then 
Trance and Italy will become minor powers and the Balkan 
zone will become subordinate to Germany, with Russia 
hemmed into her old histone position Finally the United 
States will have to bnng both Amencas into co operation or 
be subordinated 

July 8 Monday The Germans celebrate Sabbath days with 
soldiers drilling and marching Yet Hitler always declares he 
will never allow war Perhaps some of these poor felJon’s dread 
the dangers of a European conflict, but most of them flunk 
warfare something that ennobles the German character It is 
the one > way in their minds to serve one’s country 
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July 11. Thursday. I did not want high officials here to know 
I wished to see'Von Ribbentrop, the personal negotiator of 
Hitler, about naval and other agreements with England. I 
had heard that the Foreign Office had shipped Baron Lersncr, 
a former Army official, to London to spy on Von Ribbcntrop 
while he was there negotiating the naval pact. Lersner is a 
very shrewd man and one could hardly tell that he is a Ger- 
man, he speaks English so fluently. For these reasons I asked 
the Carl Schurz Verexn secretary to invite Von Ribbentrop to 
meet me there today at 12 o’clock. 

We talked half an hour. His answers to questions paralleled 
everything Von Neurath said except on the subject of Japan. 
Three times I managed to ask him about Germany’s position in 
case Japan refused to take part in next year’s naval discussions, 
on expiration of the Washington Treaty. He evaded answering 
every time. He did this in a way which made me think there 
is a German-Japanese treaty. He expressed the hope twice that 
I would press upon Washington to urge France to co-operate 
iwith England and Germany in navy matters. I mentioned the 
matter in a telegram, but did not give personal advice. There 
was little else discussed. 

It is commonly said here that Hitler •will soon assume the 
Foreign Secretary’s functions, as Mussolini has done, and that 
Von Ribbentrop will then become the real and active Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs. In that case, I should be still further em- 
barrassed. It would be most disagreeable to see Hitler himself 
when important messages from Washington were sent. I could 
not stand it long. 

3 “!? 12. Eriday. At 12.30 I sat down for a half hour with 
the French Ambassador to ask about some problems I 
had discussed with Von Ribbentrop. He said he thinks there 
is an understanding with Japan whereby the Germans will 
lend indirect- aid in case of any war. He said : “I think 
this, but have no proof. As to naval co-operation, France 
cannot think of it. We must build neiv warships to keep 
pace with the new German navy. As to Mussolini, I do 
not think he will go to war with Abyssinia.” The Ambas- 
sador’s reason was clear: Mussolini could not afford to take 
12 
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the nsk of a great setback, for then Germany might easily seize 
Austria 

July 14 Sunday Wc had a most interesting luncheon party 
Paul Scheffer of the Berliner Tageblatt and Louis Lochner of 
the Associated Pres3 were the most interesting guests Scheffer, 
who edits the once famous liberal paper read all over Germany, 
is well informed He was once well known in the United States 
and he travelled with Roosevelt on his famous campaign of 
1932, but he had to come home after Hitler suppressed so 
many newspapers and denied liberty to those which survived 

Scheffer said “The readers of newspapers in all Germany 
have declined m number by more than six millions since 1933 " 
His paper has about a tenth of the subscribers it once had, and 
he barely cams his living His wife and children are living in 
Washington and supporting themselves, no one bang per 
mitted to send money out of this country 
v Hc said he had heard the day before that at the last Cab met 
'meeting the economic situation of Germany was solemnly dis 
cussed The demand of Goebbels was that Dr Dane, the Agn 
cultural Minister who is an extremist, be made economic dic- 
tator in place of Dr Schacht Von Schwerin Krosigk, Finance 
Minuter, and Von Neurath opposed Goebbels Schacht said “I 
cannot be sure we shall succeed, but I cannot change my policy 
I shall stand my ground even if put to death ” When Schacht 
sat down, Hitler rose and said ‘ Often as we disagree, Dr 
Schacht, I shall not permit any such thing to happen to 
you ” Goebbels, who hates Schacht to the nth degree, was 
defeated 

July 17 Wednesday We sat down to dinner tonight with 
the French Ambassador, twenty miles out of town on Lake 
Waimsee It was a beautiful evening The leading guests were 
the Papal Nuncio in his blood red frock, the Italian Ambassa 
dor who is about to leave for Pans, the Belgian, the Austrian 
and the Swiss Ministers But the tone was rather solemn The 
i\uncio tailed about the increasing violence against the Catho 
lies all over Germany He expected trouble The Pope had 
just published a denunciation of the German violations of the 
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Concordat of 1933 guaranteeing Catholic freedom. The Aus- 
trian said that the drift in his country was towards restoration 
of the Hapsburgs, but that this would cause danger, if not inter- 
vention, from Hitler. The Italian assured the French that 
“nothing would halt Mussolini.” This reversed a French state- 
ment to me a few days ago. We came home about 12 o’clock 
none too happy. It was an interesting evening, though diplo- 
matic food does not agree with me. 

July 18. Thursday. I called on Secretary von Bulow to get 
the German view on the Italian-Abyssinian conflict and to 
learn what the German authorities would do if Washington 
pressed for enforcement of the famous Briand-Kcllogg pact 
against "war. The Secretary was quite positive that Mussolini 
would go on, that Germany would hold aloof, and that pres- 
sure for the Briand-Kellogg pact would do harm. It was clear 
to me that Germany hopes the Italians will go to war and lose. 
That will give Germany her chance in the Balkans.. It was_ 
plain that Von Billow would be embarrassed if the'-Unitcd' 
States pressed its peace ideas. 

In the afternoon the Berlin Am Mitlag carried glaring red 
ink headlines calling attention to Goering’s declaration of war 
upon the Catholics. Henceforth they are to have no freedom 
of speech, no right to have youth organizations, and no right 
to criticize anything. 

July 21. Sunday. We drove out to Neudeck and I sent my 
card into the palace of the deceased President. After a few 
minutes, Paul von Hindenburg and his wife met us a little 
way from the house and we walked about the old estate for an 
hour. There were 12,000 acres of very good land, a great 
bam for 150 horses, cows enough to produce a hundred gal- 
lons of milk a day, 500 sheep and wide fields of wheat, rye 
and barley. It is a great estate which Von Hindenburg’s an- 
cestors had owned for 200 years. The Hitler Party had bought 
the greater part of the land -now included and given it to the 
President in the hope of gaining his support. This is the com- 
mon story. Anyway Von Hindenburg sanctioned autocracy in 
January, 1933, and never protested publicly when Hitler’s 
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aide, Goering, set fire to the famous Reichstag building, about 
the time the Fuehrer took office as Chancellor. 

Knowledge of these circumstances embarrassed me a little, 
but the son was most agreeable and showed us the marvellous 
house and its interesting paintings and sculpture, all rather 
war-like. They then begged us to remain for dinner, but we 
declined. There was not a picture or bust or flag of Hitler in 
or about the place. The Kaiser’s likeness was most conspicuous 
in the Hindenburgs’ library. Frederick It’s picture was equally 
attractive. A painting of Ludendorff was also there, though 
the two generals are said to have been bitter enemies all their 
later years. 

July 22. Monday. A long, fast drive to Berlin. The trip 
showed how prosperous the whole region north of Berlin 
seemed to be. I have never seen such wonderful grain crops. 
Even the Polish crops are extraordinary. I cannot help think- 
ing Germany will have plenty to eat next year and a reasonable 
surplus for war emergency. But the journey did not cure my 
digestive ailment. Stopping at the office, I found many letters 
and documents awaiting my attention. 


July 23. Tuesday. Too unwell for office work, I remained in 
bed 'until late in the afternoon when Henry Haskell, editor of 
the Kansas City Star, came to tea. I listened to him describe 
the attitudes of leading American papers of the Middle West. 
He predicted Roosevelt’s re-election, but he is doubtful* of 
the constructive work necessary for a real recovery from our 
economic troubles. The party situations are that the Republi- 
cans arc divided hopelessly and without a single leader of any 
real promise while the Democrats are only a little more united, 
Roosevelt being the only man who can hold liberal groups 
together and thWart the extremists of left and right. 

What^he said about Farley was most deprecating, but he 
added, * We cannot in years to come get on without chiefs tied 
in with city politicians, almost American Fascists.” From the 
'one independent, liberal paper in the West this is a sad com- 
ment. One paper in St Louis, the Post-Dispatch, is perhaps of 
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the same temper. The politics of the United States is certainly 

none too appealing. 

July 24. Wednesday. When I entered the office, I was in- 
formed that officials of the Von Steuben Society of New York, 
ally of the Carl Schurz Foundation here, and financed by the 
Oberlaender Trust Fund of Philadelphia, had so affronted 
members of our staff, our consulate members, and our press 
people at the Bierabend given last evening that no one would 
attend the dinner this evening at the Kroll restaurant. Mr. 
White ashed to be excused from going to Magdeburg tomorrow 
where he was expected to speak in honour of Von Steuben. Our 
Military Attach^, Captain Crockett, called me on the phone 
and asked to be excused. He could not attend a meeting of 
American travellers here who insulted American citizens and 
officers. 

The question I had to answer was: Shall I keep my fort- 
night-old promise to be at the dinner and speak briefly tonight? 
Since all other members of our official group had given no tide- 
they would not attend the dinner, it seemed to me that IT -I 
declined at the last minute, though I was really half-sick, it 
* might appear as a diplomatic affront and perhaps receive pub- 
licity of an unfavourable nature. I decided to go, especially as 
Ambassador Luther was to be present. But I determined to 
make a careful, brief speech advising them not to indulge in 
offensive propaganda and to remember who Carl Schurz was. 

Ambassador Luther came to see me in the morning. We 
talked half an hour and said nothing. I could not say anything 
about conditions in Germany without being critical. He could 
hardly say anything about things in Washington without being 
critical. He did talk somewhat freely because Americans do not 
resent rational criticism. Acknowledging that neither of us had 
really done anything, he said farewell. He is sailing for New 
York on August i . He is a conservative and quite agreeable.' 
* I intimated that both of us ought to resign. . * 

My wife and I went to the dinner. There was a company of 
about-a hundred Germans and Americans. I sat down by the 
side of Mr. Hoffman, the chief of the Von Steuben crowd, the 
man who had snoken so offensivelv a » h 
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the same temper. The polite of the United States is certainly 
none too appealing. 


July 24. Wednesday. When I entered the office, I was in- 
formed that officials of the Von Steuben Society of New York, 
ally of the Carl Schurz Foundation here, and financed by the 
OberlaendeT Trust Fund of Philadelphia, had so affronted 
members of our staff, our consulate members, and our press 
people at the Bierabend given last evening that no one would 
attend the dinner this evening at the Kroll restaurant. Mr. 
White asked to be excused from going to Magdeburg tomorrow 
■where he was expected to speak in honour of Von Steuben. Our 
Military Attach^, Captain Crockett, called me on the phone 
and asked to be excused. He could not attend a meeting of 
American travellers here who insulted American citizens and 


officers. 

The question I had to answer was: Shall I keep my fort- 
night-old promise to be at the dinner and speak briefly tonight? 
Since all other members of our official group had given notide 
they would not attend the dinner, it seemed to me that if -1 
declined at the last minute, though I was really half-sick, it 
might appear as a diplomatic affront and perhaps receive pub- 
licity of an unfavourable nature. I decided to go, especially as 
Ambassador Luther was to be present. But I determined to 
make a careful, brief speech advising them not to indulge in 
offensive propaganda and to remember who Carl Schurz was'. 


Ambassador Luther came to see me in the morning. We 
talked half an hour and said nothing. I could not say anything 
about conditions in Germany without being critical. He could 
teay siy anything about things in Washington without being 
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priate time, Hanfstaengl spoke for the German official element, 
repeating what he had said two weeks before when the Inter- 
national Chamber of Commerce people gave a dinner at the 
Adlon Hotel. I then spoke briefly and urged the German 
society to cultivate friendly relations between the two countries 
by exchanging lectures of distinguished scholars and scientists, 
by stressing cultural relations and university connections and, 
above all, by opposing war moves or attitudes. I even stressed 
free press relations and the value of publishing the truth so 
that people could know what was actually going on all 'over 
the world. There was some hearty applause as I closed, and 
some significant silence. 

Hoffman followed with an offensive description of what he 
said had been the American attitude towards Germany. Al- 
though he did not again attack the American press, he did 
attack the Wilson plan at the end of the World War and he 
treated the American boycott as though it had no provocation 
from the German side. I was insulted but I did not get up, 
nor did I say anything that could cause hot discussion. Hanf- 
staengl criticized Hoffman in private conversation. It was the 
most disagreeable meeting I have attended since I came here 
in 1933. 

July j?j. Thursday. Minister Gie of South Africa came to 
ask me whether evidences of unrest in Germany indicated an- 
other “shoot-up” like that of June 30, 1934. We discussed the 
idea . for some time and concluded that it all depended on 
whether Hitler yielded to the demand of Goering, Goebbels 
and Darre to dismiss Dr. Schacht. As yet I have no evidence 
that Schacht is to be dismissed, but if I were Schacht and 
had any money in the bank at Basle, where he is a director, I 
would leave Germany and stay away as long as the Nazi regime 
lasts. 

July 36. Friday . At 11 o'clock, I held a conference with 
members of the Embassy staff, Mr. White, Mr. Lee, Mr. 
Flack and Mr. Beam, all close students of events here, also 
Miller, our Commercial Attach^, Steere, our Agricultural 
Attach^, and Captain Crockett as well as the Naval Attache. 

We made an interesting survey which revealed ample evidence 
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of sharp differences of opinion in the German Cabinet. Darre 
wishes to control economic policy and confiscate the ■wealth of 
all Jews, great industrialists and great landlords in order to 
place the unemployed on farms and train the army for service 
at any moment. Miller said Schacht is dead against confiscation 
and that Hitler supports him. 

Captain Crockett, after travelling all about Germany, says 
the country is covered with barracks, training grounds and air- 
fields, and that munition plants are now scattered all over the 
country, especially in residential sections of big cities. He added 
that army officials had reported 2,000,000 volunteer soldiers 
now awaiting their turn on the drill-grounds, that the plan is 
for 8,000,000 to be ready for service within three or four years. 
To my surprise, army officers of high rank are supporting con- 
fiscation of wealth to be used for army equipment, drills, and 
uniforms. This is contrary to former army attitudes. It may 
mean that Hitler will yield to Darre who is supported by Goer- 
ing and Goebbels. That would put Schacht out of office. With 
him would go Von Neurath, Von Schwerin-Krosigk and others 
of the moderate wing. The effect? No one can tell. 

This was also a day for letters from home. Colonel House 
wrote from his summer residence in Manchester, Mass., that 
he hoped I would resign in October and return home where 
I might render better service than here. I am inclined to 
retire but do not wish to do so until next spring. There Js 
nothing one can do here, much as one may try. I replied 'to 
Colonel House indicating how difficult it would be for me to 
do anything there: I am not fitted for expert work in the 
government and any speeches I might make would probably 
be embarrassing, as was revealed last winter when I spoke in 
Baltimore. 

August 2. Friday. Yesterday there was a riotous attack in New 
York on the German ship, the Bremen , its flag being thrown 
into the Hudson River. Senator King recently offered a reso- 
lution in Washington asking our government to sever diplo- 
matic relations. And President Green of the American Federa- 
tion of Labour called on all Americans to cease commercial 
relations with Germany. If this is not enough to make our 
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relations with Germany critical, I do not know what could 
make them critical. , / 

August 3. Saturday. A correspondent came to me this morn- 
ing and* reported that an official of the Reich swehr met him 
by appointment last night and said: “Conditions are worse 
than you have reported and the propaganda people know it. 
Between 50 and 150 Stahlhelm people have been killed in 
Saxony in the last few days as they resisted arrest. How many 
S.S. men who tried to arrest them were killed I do not know. 
This information came from Von Reichenau’s office, a general 
soon to be*$ent to one of the provinces to command a division 
of the new army. I am not sure of course whether this story was 
told to get the correspondent to make a “blunder” or whether 
it is genuine. We shall not mention it in our telegram of today. 

We sent a telegram about the dismissal of Italian and Swiss 
press correspondents this week and the threats to two Dutch 
news men. Their lives are not safe here, according to the 
Dutch Legation. 

August 6. Tuesday. Martha and I arrived today at Budingcn 
Sanitarium, in Constance, for the purpose of a real vacation. 

August 26. Monday. After three weeks in Constance, I set 
out for Berlin this morning. The ship took me to rriedrich- 
shafen in two hours. Another hour and I was at Ulm, but had 
_ no time to stop and look over the famous medieval city. I 
reached Augsburg in time for lunch. Then I wandered about 
the marvellous old city. The most striking thing I saw was the 
Jacob Fugger bank and business house. The whole building 
covers *at least two acres of ground, more than eighty yards 
fronting on the leading street of the town. It was all so inter- 
esting that I bought a biography of die first Morgan of modern 
Europe. Looking into five or six bookstores, I saw only two 
Naii books: Mexn Kampf and Rosenberg’s banned book on 
Catholicism and the new German faith. Nor did I see more 
than five Hitler flags. 

This reminds me of similar evidences noted in Constance. 
'Die last week I was there, solemn warnings of the German 



MAY 22, 1935 TO NOVEMBER 25, 1935 *73 

Government against Catholics and any sort oF criticism of the 
Hitler ’regime were posted about the streets of the ancient 
town. Within three or four days all were tom down, although 
such an act is treason under German law. On August 25, X 
went to the Munster Catholic church. There were not enough 
seats For the people, scores standing through the service. The 
sermon began at 9.15 and the preacher very cleverly criticized 
the German Government, calling upon all Catholics to train 
their children, to profess publicly their faith and to let every- 
body know their loyalty. At it o’clock, I went to tire St. 
Stephen church where hundreds of German soldiers had re- 
served seats. I expected a sermon of the Nazi faith*or perhaps 
a Catholic endorsement of Hitler’s system. The church was 
even more crowded than Munster, but the sermon was much 
the same as the other. 

The aisles were full of people who could not find seats. I 
asked those standing near me about this extraordinary church 
attendance. The reply was : “It is this way all the time and 
with all the churches.’’ Constance is certainly religious-minded. 
If the eight or ten other churches were as well attended, there 
must have been more than 20,000 worshippers that day. I was 
not able to attend a Protestant church, but reports were, “they 
are equally well attended.” Germany for once in the last half 
century seems really religious, or is it an expression of political 
opposition silently registered through the Church? ». C»- 
At 1 1 o’clock I took a sleeper for Berlin. I was quite tired, 
but greatly impressed with the spirit of the people in South 
Germany. I saw no demonstrations of Nazi enthusiasm, and 
very few flags anywhere. Farmers and small townsfolk seemed 
very busy and prosperous. 

My three weeks off duty and on a strict reegme. of diet., mas, 
sages and exercise did considerable good. My headaches had 
almost ceased. However, I think it was more relaxation, exer- 
cise^ and sunshine than anything else. 

August 27. Tuesday. In Beilin at 8 and in the office again 
at 10. A pile of letters lay on my desk. The new Italian Am- 
bassador called to pay his respects to the American Govern- 
ment and to talk about a Jewish difficulty he has on his hands 
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here A prominent Italian art .collector who had decorated 
German Government buildings is now to be expelled from Gcr 
many but forbidden to take any of his property with him The 
Ambassador asked about my experiences in similar difficulties 
I could not encourage lnm I let him know that I had tried 
often to persuade Hitler people to cease their violence and 
ruthless treatment, but said, although the foreign Office officials 
had tned to do something, there had been no results He also 
reported that there was no gchuine feeling for support of war 
m his country 

September 4 Wednesday Mr Williams of the Christian Science 
Monitor , a friend of Lord Astor, is here after a visit to London 
He reported that England is about to make a loan to Ger 
many I have heard already that such a thing is on foot ^ 
Schacht being active in negotiations The English are in a very 
dangerous position as Italy goes on with her war programme 
If pacifist England does not actually begin war, or threaten 
Mussolini, she will lose the Suez Canal 

September 9 Monday We had a luncheon with the interest- 
ing Dr Schmitt, former Minister of Economics, as the honour 
guest Schmitt was an able, courageous German who often 
spoke his mind in public addresses He is now head of an 
association of insurance companies, but the fact that he still 
lives in Berlin has not been announced m a single paper His 
talk today revealed his hope, a common hope here, that Ger- 
many and England would never again come fnto conflict He 
is strongly opposed to Mussolini’s war moves The Egyptian 
Minister was also with us — his outstanding fear is that Italy 
intends to conquer the Suez Canal Zone and control Egypt 
* I have warned the British for a year that-this is the object of 
the Duce,” he said 

September 14 Saturday Mr and Mrs S R Fuller called at 
the house today Mr Fuller, who is a fnend of President Roose 
velt, owns large rayon interests m Tennessee, is connected with 
Dutch and Italian interests manufacturing rayon, and is also 
a part owner of similar corporations in Germany, including a 
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large industrial plant in Hanover. He is not allowed to go 
into this plant any longer. “The German Government is prob- 
ably making use of our inventions and docs not wish me to 
know it,” he said. 

The Dutch Minister called. He said three Dutch Jews en- 
gaged in business here had been ordered to close their shops, 
leave the country and not take their property. “I went at once 
to the Foreign Office and reported that my government would 
confiscate the property of three Germans in Holland if the 
Germans confiscated the ^property of the Dutch Jews. I was 
promised the matter would be delayed until January 1 .” 


September ig. Thursday. The new Italian Ambassador Atto- 
lico called. He reported interesting facts about the Numberg 
meeting" which he was practically compelled to attend. Hitler 
set forward the date of his formal reception so as to see him the 
day before the show began and invite him personally. He said 
he went and really liked it better than he expected. His belief 
is that Germany begins to worship Hitler. I agreed to the extent 
of 40 per cent of the people. They consider Hitler a sort of 
Jesus Christ and show a seirti-religious attitude, but I am con- 
vinced that the Catholics are not even half Hitlerite. Half the 
Lutherans are perhaps submissive, but the Evangelicals (Cal- * 
vinists) are not one third sympathetic. The Ambassador talked 
quite a while about Mussolini whom he does not like at allj 
though he did not say so. He is opposed to the Abyssinian war 
but only showed this indirectly. 

September 25. Wednesday. Sigrid Schultz came to talk about 
the drift- of things. She told a curious story of a German high 
school teacher being dismissed because he said to his hklorv 
class that Frederick II made some mistakes. The man is not 
allowed to resume his teaching. 

September 27. Friday. Hoping to get information abofit The 
Italian-Ethiopian war, about to break, I called on the French 
Ambassador. We talked half an hour but I gained only a little 
information about the French position. He is more concerned 
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all the time about the German situation, also about the divided 
opinion in France over everything He has no particular liking 
for the English 

I then went to the British Embassy where Sir Enc Phipps 
talked freely enough but gave no information except that he 
was very uneasy lest a war break out in the Mediterranean Sea, 
where one of his sons is an officer on a warship He agreed that 
Mussolini really aims at getting control of the Suez Canal and 
of Egypt That means the beginning of the decline of the 
British Empire, not unliheuie decline of Holland after 1713 , 1 
said He did not say “no” and I did not press the point for dis 
cussion It is plain to me that if Italy wins the struggle against 
Abyssinia, the League of Nations will mean nothing in the 
future and England’s position will be increasingly difficult 
What a pity to have the leader of modem civilizationlose its 
pov. er and prestige 1 The land of Shakespeare and Milton going 
under 

October 7 Monday I had a curious official talk today with 
Dr Dieckhoff about the 1923 treaty with the United States, 
article 7 of which was denounced a year ago without any con- 
sultation with me It was done a year ago m the hope that the 
United States would be pressed into amending the treaty 
favourably That has not happened, and today we sat down 
together solemnly and signed duplicate documents confirming 
the annulment of the part of the treaty which gave Germany 
the only prospect of lower tariffs on her goods exported to the 
United States We signed oux\ names and after friendly regrets 
on both sides, parted 

It was a little strange that Von Neurath had made a point of 
being out of town for several days when it was lus business to 
hold this conference with me I had notified him two weeks be- 
fore that I was ready to call and sign with him Secretary Hull 
had done the same with Ambassador Luther in Washington I 
think Von Neurath wished to have Dieckhoff manage the mat 
ter as a sort of complaint to the State Department in Washing 
ton, perhaps as a rebuff to me because of my absence from the 
great Party show m Numberg Howeier, I gave no hint that I 
noticed the little jilt. 
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October 8 . Tuesday . Ambassador Cudahy from Poland came 
in for greetings. He impressed me more favourably than any 
other diplomat we have seen. He was inexperienced when he 
came in 1933, but he has worked hard in his position and seems 
to me to be a useful representative of his country, even though 
he is a rich American. His story of things in Washington and 
Chicago was quite revealing. In spite of his privileged position, 
he is a real supporter of Roosevelt and wishes to go home in 
1936 to canvass for him, perhaps to spend his money. 

Cudahy’s knowledge of Poland’s position and relations noth 
Germany seems to me to be good. He departed, urging us to 
drive up to Warsaw and spend a week with him. I could not 
promise. I have no time, much as I would like to go to poor 
Poland— its people so incapable of democratic government, even 
more than the Germans. - 

October 10. Thursday. We had former Ambassador Schur- 
man to lunch today, with an interesting group of Germany who 
knew him when he was here. Schurman was president of Cor- 
nell University, succeeding Andrew D. White who had been 
Minister in Berlin under McKinley. Schurman was in Berlin 
from 1925 to 1930. He is now eighty-one years old and still a 
very active man. He was particular to ask me whether he 
should request an interview with Hitler. I declined definite 
advice because I thought he might call at the Foreign Office 
and it would then be polite for the Chancellor to inrite him to 
call. When Schurman was here, he got Americans" to give 
Heidelberg University a building and he was very popular. 
When he visited Berlin in April, 1933, Von Hindenburg in- 
vited him to call, and they had a long conversation about 
American affairs and German problems. Schurman quickly 
concluded not to call on Hitler, though not on my advice. T 
simply suggested he call on his acquaintances in the Foreign 
Office. 

I came to my office a little late. I found the Russian Ambas- 
sador was coming in a few minutes. I had not seen him for some 
time. He is a very agreeable and clever man, but a Communist. 
Berlin almost ignores him, except for the French Ambassador. 
I was glad to see him. What he came for I couia not guess, per- 
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haps in the hope of meeting Ambassador Bullitt who is due to- 
morrow, but we had already made up our party and I had not 
thought the Russian would be comfortable since we had to have 
some eminent German officials. Anyway we talked nearly an 
hour and I learned what he hoped the League of Nations would 
do in spitq of his sharp dislike of England. I intend to return 
his call soon. 

October 14. Monday. Dr. Schurman brought a friend, Ben 
Smith of New York City, to see me. After a good deal of talk 
about conditions at home, Smith quite frankly remarked: “I 
am a New York speculator, but also a close friend of President 
Roosevelt.” That surprised me a little: first, that he would 
acknowledge such a profession; second, that he had confidential 
relations with the President. Dr. Schurman told me, in an aside, 
as they were leaving, that his friend Smith was a clever specu- 
lator who violated all bankers’ advice in 1929 and sold stock 
short in such enormous amounts as to make many millions. 
Was that patriotic? 

October 16. Wednesday. I went at 5 o’clock to the Kaiserhof ' 
Hotel to attend a Nazi tea and to hear Hanns Kerri, Minister 
for Church Affairs, explain the Party attitude to the Evangelical 
churches of Germany. Kerri is supposed to succeed Reichs- 
bishop Mueller who has made church matters exceedingly 
difficult, keeping scores of dissenting Lutherans in jail. 

Many, of the diplomatic people were present, the French, 
English, Italian and others, also many German professors and 
scientific people. Kerri spoke for an hour and a half: The Nazi 
Party members are the true Christians of Germany and all 
church folk must ultimately become Nazi Christians. I asked a 
man who sat near me if Kerri had ever read the Sermon on the 
Mount. My neighbour laughed but would not talk. Kerri 
argued that Hitler had done for modem civilization what Coper- 
nicus had done when he discovered proof that the world was 
round, not flat as all Christians then believed. With all kinds 
of naive arguments he carried the parallel to the limit. All 
the world, he said, would ultimately accept the Hitler idea 
as “our ancestors had ultimately accepted Copernicus.” He 
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preached a sermon calling upon us all to surrender to the new 
discovery 

The audience did not applaud except mildly at the close 
of the speech Very few gave the Hitler gesture m response 
to the speaker's salute as he sat down In my opinion, three- 
fourths of the audience did not treat seriously what had been 
said 

October 18 Friday I sat by Dr Scliacht at luncheon toda> . 
Twenty people were there, some Americans and many Germans 
Dr Schurman was the guest of honour Schacht indicated in 
rather sharp language his pro-Itahan attitude and his great dis- 
like of England and the League of Nations “Why apply those 
sanctions to defeat Italy’s legitimate demand for colonial pos- 
sessions?” He showed no concern at all about the cruelty of 
seizing other people’s territory and killing thousands of people 
He did not protest against the attitude of the United States, 
but made it plain that he was opposed to it He seemed to fear 
Italy would be defeated and, if so, that it would mean a sharp 
limitation on Germany when she comes to the point of seizing 
territory He was more anti-League than I had ever noticed 
before. 

October 20 Sunday One has no rest here even on Sunday I 
go to the office each Sunday about 10 a m There is always a 
radio report of events in Washington and the United States 
which one has to read closely Sometimes there is a cable asking 
mformaUon, and half the Sundays there is a bunch of letters to 
be read, sometimes answered at once Since the government 
furnishes no stenographer, I have to write very many letters by 
hand and Sunday is the best time 

Today Louis Fischer, of The Motion, New York, came directly 
from Moscow where he has lived for many years Knowing 
the attitude of The Motion, I intimated early in our conversa- 
tion that propaganda ivas the curse of our time When he 
seemed a litde troubled and asked what I meant, I told him 
the story of my experience with the New York Von Steuben 
Society winch escorted about fifty German-Amencan Nazis 
through Germany This made Fischer’s defence of propaganda 
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difficult, for if Communist propaganda is right in the United 
States then Nazi propagandists have a similar right to press 
their philosophy upon our country. 

Fischer was really puzzled to find a defence. We talked about 
the misrepresentations and omissions of history, and about the 
duty of each'country to have its real history taught to its people. 
He was surprised at several facts of our history and it became 
clear that he had never real ly studied Jefferson. He did not 
know that Jefferson tried all his life to bring about gradual 
abolition of slavery. It was clear that, although a widely read 
reporter on Communism, he was less well informed about the 
history of the long struggle for democracy in the United States. 
He did not know what sort of propaganda Lincoln sent to 
England in 1862: Henry Ward Beecher and Harriet B. Stowe 
and a score of others. At 12.30 1 was out for my hour’s walk. 

October 24. Thursday. Senator James Hamilton Lewis of 
Chicago, here a month ago, came back from Moscow where he 
was desperately ill some two or three weeks. I called on him 
at the Adlon Hotel. He looked quite feeble. He insisted on 
thanking me and my wife for sending a nurse to him from 
Berlin and especially for sending hominy grits to eat when he 
began to recover from pneumonia. He could find none in 
Russia and he could not digest other food for some days. "It was 
a curious incident: At 12 o’clock one night when all of us here 
were in bed, there came a phone call from Russia through the 
New York Times office. It urged shipment of grits by aircraft 
next morning at 7.30. My wife was the only one in the house 
who heard the call. She answered and agreed to furnish two 
Jjoxes if the Times man would call and take tfie boxes to the air* 
t field. He agreed and the foodstuff was thus forwarded. The 
Senator insisted that we had saved his life. 

October 25. Friday . Robert H. Jackson, a very able young 
lawyer from the Treasury Department in Washington, was one 
of my callers this morning. He talked freely of the great diffi- 
culty President Roosevelt has had to bring utility men and 
financiers to see what must be done if we are to escape another 
depression and a worse social dilemma. What he said about his 
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chief Morgcnthau was reassuring The President knows Ins diffi- 
culty and is doing his utmost to avoid any moves that might 
lead to a Tory victory m 1936 He thinks Roosevelt will win, 
but fears the American people will not know what the economic 
situation is and elect a Congress which wall be unwilling to co- 
operate in constructive work That is my fear, even if Roosevelt 
should ;\nn with as big a majority as in 1 932 Mr Jackson seems 
to me to be the ablest and wisest man who has come here from 
the United States in a long time 
At -5 30 my friend Professor Wolfgang Wmdclband called 
and sadly informed me that he had been ordered to give up his 
position and go to Halle He says he will resign rather than 
obey the arbitrary order “If I went to Halle there would be 
Hitler Jugend demonstrations against me, no students would 
register for my work, and m a few months I would be dis- 
missed ” This looks to me to be a true explanation 
The embarrassed professor, indignant to the limit, wondered 
if there were a possibility of his finding a position m the United 
States I could not promise anything more than some friendly 
letters to American university presidents We have so many un- 
employed young scholars at home that I could not give much 
encouragement 

Only a day or two ago Attach^ Miller had brought me the 
story that the German Government had ordered automobile, 
typewriter and sewing machine companies m the United States 
to cease sending parts free of charge to their branch offices here 
This means that the 60,000 American cars in Germany must be 
repaired by Germans who cannot reproduce patented parts This 
will compel the owners of the cars to buy new ones of German 
make when their cars are in need of senous repairs This looks 
’ifa*. in. ^SMSUian. tews if. vgjt, -bays, -.mi is certain to cause 
agtlatson for further United States discrimination against 
German goods 

November s Saturday I. drove as unobtrusively as possible 
in a taxi to the office of Dr Schmitt, former Minister ofEcono 
nucs under Hitler Schmitt is the only real statesman I Lnow 
in Germany who has held office under Hitler, though Schacht is 
a financial wizard of the highest order I reported in all con 
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fidcncc the fads about Professor WindeJbind He hid not 
heard of the case, but lie knew of the scheme of Rosenberg and 
Frank to force upon German umversitics the teaching and writ 
ing of propaganda instead of history He said it was 0. crazy 
scheme but tint Hitler was commuted to it However, he said 
he would try to influence Hitler when he saw lum again, and 
then asked me to speak to Von Ncurath I said that avould not 
do, as the whole thing was personal and in no way official 
Schmitt agreed, howeser, that relauons with the United States 
could not impro\e as long as such men as Rosenberg and Trank 
play the roles they do 

Schmitt then talked about the very dangerous position Gcr 
many is in, especially its financial situation, so long as so much 
of the national income is de\oted to rearmament He went so 
far as to say Germany was headed for war and that any war she 
might precipitate would bring upon Jus country a worse disaster 
than that of 1918-19 He argued that the only way of salvation 
for Germany lay in re entrance into the League of Nations and 
renewal of better economic relauons between Germany, Eng 
land and the United States I said National Socialism was con 
trary to such a policy He agreed, but added that Hitler is more 
open to reason on this policy than ever before Dr Schacht, he 
said, had indicated a certain drift in that direction, contrary to 
what Schacht said to me the last time I saw him I am certainly 
not convinced of this Schmitt argued that Germany must have 
colonial possessions and that England was ready to grant these 
through tlie League if Germany returned He said that Italy 
ought to be defeated because her invasion of Abyssinia was not 
the„way to get new colonial possessions 

* November 7 Thursday At 7 o’clock, we sat down in a box 
of a Berlin theatre with the French Ambassador and his wife 
The performance was to be Goethe’s famous Egmont Hitler 
came on time, Goenng by his side The audience rose and 
cheered, bu t very moderately They did not tum around in their 
places and heil Hitler as I had witnessed more than once 
before Hitler looked our way and we bowed but of course did 
not give the Party salute 

^ 'Then the play began Furtwangler was again leading the 
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orchestra; he had been restored to favour. For an hour it went 
on. It was well done. Then came the intermission. All guests 
moved in the direction where Hitler and Gocring, our hosts, 
were supposed to be. They were not to be found, but Dr. 
Goebbels stood at the entrance to the Hitler stall to greet all who 
approached him. Most of us did, but there was of course no real 
conversation. 

' I asked Von Ribbentrop teasingly what he was doing to keep 
the peace of Europe. He said: “All I can,*’ but he was in no 
sense communicative, though the common talk of the last week 
or two has been that he is negotiating with secret agents of 
Laval, the French Foreign Secretary. M. Fran^ois-Poncct said 
to me : “There-are negotiations; but I do not know what is up. 
However, nothing is to be expected within quite a time.” I sus- 
pect something between France, England and Germany when- 
ever Mussolini is brought to terms. 

November 12. Tuesday. The next caller was Cornelius Lothrop, 
member, he claimed, of a famous Boston family of that 
• name. He said he was unemployed at home and had come to 
Berlin to teach English to Germans. He wanted a gift of money 
to help him along until January 1, when he expected a 
position. I felt obliged to decline. Perhaps I was wrong, 
but so many people come for similar purposes, especially to 
sing. 

In the afternoon John L. Spivak called, with letter from a 
Chicago friend of mine, R. M. Lovett, to get possible informa- 
tion for a book about Italy, Germany and Poland. I asked, Why 
not Russia? As he won a national reputation last water .with a 
hook on German propaganda in the United States, I felt that he 
must include Russia or his work would be regarded as anti-" 
Grnnan.aniLjpnyRiiisjaiu. VrtW'r^a’ittlnrsurpTKeU. 'bvh.Vgavu 
him certain information, confidentially, and told him whom to 
see in Germany, and if possible to travel about the country 
speaking German and learning for himself. He was rather 
uneasy lest he be arrested and thrust into prison incommu- 
nicado. I was a little disposed to agree, since similar people 
have been thrown out of the country or imprisoned without 
trial. 
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November 13. Wednesday. Since we are so well acquainted, I 
■asked the Dutch Minister today how he felt about meeting Hit- 
ler, Goering and Goebbels. He said he neverhad interviews 
with Hitler and never accepted invitations to their spectacles or 
entertainments. I have not talked with Hitler since February 6, 
1934, or Goering since June of the'same year. Goebbels had us 
to dinner in early June, 1934. It is rather difficult to remain in 
my position here and never have any of the triumvirate with us 
'socially. They are the governors of Germany and I'represent 
the United States here. But it is so humiliating to me to shake 
hands with known and confessed murderers. I am inclined to do 
’ the same as the Dutch Minister to the end of my service, May, 
1936, as I now think. 

November 16. Saturday. We lunched with the Italian Am- 
bassador. The reception-room was cold , about 6o° Fahrenheit. 
The dining-room was not much warmer. I was as uncomfortable 
as I had /been in September at Professor Windelband’s. The 
palace is a wonderfully elaborate and roomy house, representing 
a great cost for a country that owes the United States two billions 
’or something like that and never even apologizes for not paying 
any part of the interest due. The furniture and paintings are 
very valuable, everything beautiful and in good tastej but I 
would be ashamed, if I were the Ambassador, to invite an 
American official to the place. I left early because I had a cold 
coming I went to bed and took aspirin in the hope of fighting 
off another attack. 

November 19. Tuesday. At 11.30 I called on the Soviet Am- 
bassador here, in his magnificent palace, far greater than 
r that of the Italian. But only one butler showed me to the 
office, other embassies having several such servants. He showed 
no disposition to take, or expect, a tip, the'only place in Berlin 
where one does not give a half or a whole mark every time one 
calls. 

The Ambassador had just returned from Moscow at a mo- 
ment of uneasiness about the Japanese invasion of North China. 

I intimated that if the Russian Government had lept its pro- 
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mises of 1933, our President and the English Government might 
have made a joint protest in Tokyo, and that might have pre- 
vented this sort of aggressive conduct in "North China. He did 
not say he agreed, but I was sure he did agree. I added: If these 
countries were to protest and threaten a boycott of Japan, the 
war would be stopped. He at once said he wished to cable my 
remarks to Moscow. I said : If you do, do not intimate that it is 
anything more than my opinion. 


November 21. Thursday. An expert of the ‘Department of-. 
Labour in Washington called for a short visit this morning. He 
is one of the many Americans who try to study Germany 
although they know no German. He seemed to be a well- 
informed official and by no means disposed to parade 
himself. 

November 25. Monday. Ambassador Bullitt from Moscow 
came in this morning. He showed a real recovery from the 
disease which troubled him when he was here last September.. 
His t remarks about Russia were directly contradictory to the 
attitudes he held when he passed this way last year. Then he was 
to all intents and purposes enthusiastic. But Bullitt is the heir 
to a great fortune and was known as a liberal contributor to the 
Roosevelt campaign in 1932. My gift was $25. 

One thing he told me which surprised me was that when he 
left Moscow last autumn President Roosevelt asked him to visit 
China and report on Japanese plans and activity in the Far East.* 
He says now that China will make a terrible and determined 
resistance if Japan presses for domination of North China. One 
i*pneral alone there has too. poo tmrujs. whn. w?U. Tjypu- i 

nese .army out of existence. I do not accept this. Bullitt said 
Russia had no business trying to hold the peninsula which pro- 
jects into the Japanese sea at ^Vladivostok. That is all going -to 
be taken soon by Japan. I said: You agree that if the Germans 
have their way Russia with 160,000,000 people shall be denied 
access to the Pacific, and be excluded from the Baltic? He said : 
“Oh, that makes no difference” But I could not help adding: 
You know this treatment of Russia over the last two hundred 
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years has caused many wars. He replied only: “Ireland keeps 
England off the seas ” 

I was amazed at this Hnd of talk from a responsible diplomat 
who had done much to get, Russia recognized in r 933. Tk c 
President must know the man’s mentality, but if so, how could 
he have appointed him Ambassador to Soviet Russia? 



VIII 

November 26, 1935 to February 1, 1936. 

November 26. Tuesday. I include a report from a French Vi 
source about Schacht’s troubles : 

• The trouble that Schacht is in is this : He began to question 
and investigate and think curious the number of German bank 
notes in foreign countries •which he had not checked out. The 
exact financial details of this I didn’t understand. Anyway he 
suspected something was wrong. So he began to investigate the 
loads of coal that went from. Germany and discovered several 
old boxes, etc., concealed in the piles of coal which apparently 
the Jews had put there as a means of smuggling out their own 
money/ However, even this did not account for the tremendous 
sums in other countries. He began to suspect an official leakage. 

So he marked.with a special number and system some hundreds 
of thousands of marks in bank notes that went to Rosenberg, 
Himmler and Goebbels. These same bank notes turned up in 
foreign countries, revealing, with a little spy work, that these 
three men were financing their agents of propaganda abroad, 
not only with the money set aside officially for propaganda by 
Schacht but also with tremendous sums they could scrape to- 
gether through other sources of income, not allowed, according _ 
to Schacht, to leave the country. t ; 

They have been pocketing these private funds and using them’ 
abroad for their'' agents. Schacht went in a fury to Hitler and 
told him the whole thing had to stop or Germany would be 
Vaihaupv. Vitlnnbafonftt t -as*yeiVJK«i-srires , uUti!ms'is'ine reason 
that Schacht is in danger. 

November 27. Wednesday. Max" Warburg reported todays 
that he and Dr. Schacht had not been able to do anything to 
relieve the Jewish situation. His information about the financial* 
abuses here, especially the Goebbels group activity /was the same 
I had heard From other sources. — ' - 
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November 28. Thursday. Thomas J. Watson of New York 
City, business man with a salary amounting to $1,000 a day 
from several big corporations, spent an hour with me. Strangely 
enough, he is strongly Rooscveltian and convinced that if big 
business insists on' defeating democracy in the United States 
there will be a revolution which may lose business men all the)’ 
have. He favours income tax at rates like those of the British, 
which arc very high, and he is /or lowering tariffs. He is oppos- 
ing the attitudes of Newton Baker and John W., Davis in their 
fight against the Federal Utility Act. " ^ 

November zy. Friday. We dined with thirty other guests at 
the home of Herr Karl Trutz. Many people were present, some 
university men with their wives. Whenev'er the conversation 
bore at all upon the present regime here, great dissatisfaction 
was expressed. Not a favourable word was spoken. I was at one 
end of the dining-room, my srife at tlii other. She heard noth- 
ing but criticism, so much that she did not venture any remarks 
that could reveal her attitude. -I was perhaps a little freer. These 
poor German people! v* , 

To complcte-my hard day’s work we all went to the Adlon 
Hotel as guests of the foreign press people to a supper and 
dance. Prince Louis Ferdinand went with Martha and cvenjn 
our car, which I had gently discouraged. I thought his being 
with us might cause trouble to him. But he insisted. There was 
some surprise shown as we entered the large dining-hall. Frau 
Sahm, wife of the dismissed Mayor of Berlin, sat on my right, 
'the Mayor on the left of Sigrid Schultz, our' hostess. These 
poor people were most unhappy and conversation was quite dis- 
tressed. The Mayor was the foremost in German mayoralty 
service, thirty years at the head of cities. He svas dismissed with 
the approval of Hitler "because he was not an enthusiastic Party 
member. 

'Herr Lewald, the Olympic Games chief, sat 'opposite. Nor 
vwas- he Jiappy, news having come over that Americans might 
not participate in the great show next summer. We could not 
talk about that. But Lewald is a quarter Jew, a fact recently dis- 
covered here and published in the newspapers. * I wondered what 
hisr yeal thoughts were. I was asked in January, 1935, by a Ger- 
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man official in America to aid in securing permission of the 
United States War Department for the purchase of a new model 
of rifle made'at the army arsenaj in Springfield. This was a pe- 
culiar request because it seemed to me all such things should go 
directly through our War Department. The official said that the 
Olympic Committee wanted such arms for “training purposes,” 
The next table to us accommodated the British and Russian 
Ambassadors, who hardly spoke to each other, and Monsieur 
, Fran^ois-Poncet who seemed to be cordial to both. The poor* 
' Russian, perhaps the best intellect in the diplomatic service here, 

- was left almost alone*! Prince Louis Ferdinand went over to 
greet him though he had sent word to Miss Schultz that he 
could not sit at her table if the Russian were there, Communist 
executions of his Imperial kinsfolk in 1917 being the cause. It is 
my opinion the Russian Ambassador is not a proselytizing Com- 
munist. Von Neurath was equally indifferent, though he sat op- 
posite the, Russian. The last time we were at the Russian Em- 
bassy, Von Neurath was very cordial and many of the highest 
military men were equally friendly. At that time a treaty was 
being talked of and the old Bismarckian element of Germany 
has always been pro-Russian in a measure. 

- December r. ‘ Sunday . There is no end to entertainments. At 
9 o’clock we went to the Swiss Minister’s place, Where there 
.were an enormous crowd and about fifteen musicians. For two 
hours we listened to Bach and other eighteenth-century German 
music composers. It was exceedingly good, though my poor taste 
for that sort of art prevented my enjoyment to the full. To me 
Bach’ was the best. When the performers ceased their functions 
and received long applause, the crowd jammed into a dining- 
room so crowded one could hardly move. They ate and drank 
for an hour, but I'kept out of the room. Home again a little 
after 12 o’clock. I must say the Swiss Minister and his wife 
were, as usual, most agreeable and entertaining. They, have 
been here many years, and arc very much troubled now. * 

, -December 2. Monday. Our new Counsellor is here and ready 
. to take'.up the’ work Mr. White is leaving. The Counsellor, 
Mr. Mayer, is from Indianapolis, and has served three yean at 

K 
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Geneva I accompanied him to the Foreign Office and intro- 
duced him to Von Billow and Dr Dieckhoff We had a very 
agreeable conversation _ * 

December 3 Tuesday Sir Alexander Lawrence, a rather 
famous Englishman, was more than an hour with me He under- 
stands German plans as well as any German outside the govern 
mg group I raised the question of the British attitude on oil 
■^sanctions against Italy He said he was in entire agreement and^ 
hoped his country, France and the United" S tides would offer a 
solid front, compel Italy to surrender and try to force Musso- 
lini's overthrow He said he had a home for winter residence in 
the neighbourhood of Florence, I believe, and that the people 
very frankly condemned and denounced the warscheme the last 
time he was there He was convinced the people of Italy would 
gladly get nd of the Duce if they ever had a chance 

As to Germany, he said he was certain the scheme of Hitler's 
Mein Kampf to conquer a large part of Russia had not changed 
at all He added that England was a lot more interested in Ger- 
many than Italy Yet he agreed with Minister Eden who de- 
mands a boycott of Italy’s oil supply until she collapses He also 
expressed great hope that the President of the United States 
could co-operate " " , 

I said Y es, the sanctions would be useful and would probably 
be applied if England really did what she was discussing I then 
raised the question of England’s attitude towards Japanese ag- 
gression He said “Sir John Simon made our greatest blunder 
since the League began by refusing to co operate with the 
United States when Manchoukuo was seized m 1931 ” 

I talked then about the World War He had no belief that 
Germany would have won even if Wilson had not entered the 
war in 1917 It was a peculiar attitude for an intelligent and ^ 
highly experienced observer Perhaps all Englishmen have " 
overlooked the fact that France was about to collapse in March 
and April, 1918, just as 300,000 American soldiers were arriv- 
ing each month That stopped Von Hindenburg’s and Cuden- 
dorff’s great dnve which began about March 18 No real obbga 
tion to the United States was recognized, nor have I ever heard 
a single Frenchman admit that Woodrow Wilson saved France, 
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though all Germans say : “Wilson defeated us, the treacherous 
Wilson.” 

December 5 . Thursday. Colonel Edward A. Deeds of Akron, 
Ohio, and New York City, president or director of twenty great 
American industrial concerns ..including the National Cash 
Register and the National City Bank, came to lunch today with 
a score ^of, others, -Americans and Germans, including James; 
Tfazen Hyde! Deed's had negotiated a deal with a German 
corporation for pending over our airplane patents so that the 
G6rman company could manufacture and sell a hundred planes 
to Italy, theAmerican company to share the profits. This seemed 
to me contrary to the spirit of the United States statute of 
neutrality which had been enacted last August. This sort of 
tiling is done all the time in this European war atmosphere. I 
telegraphed a report of this deal to Washington a day or two 
ago. This' news had come confidentially from a German aircraft 
man. 

Deeds talked all the time as though he were a good Roosevelt 
friend and real American democrat. He is another of the rich 
men who hang around European industrial centres, .like-the' 
Japanese, and "sell war materials at high profits without fully ’ 
considering the Teal interests of their country. How should one 
treat such persons who always claim to be enthusiastic friends? 
A score of people talked two hours but said nothing — one of the 
evils of diplomatic life. - 

December 6 . Friday. We sat down to dinner with the famous 
Dr. Max Sering, a friend of Secretary Wallace and foremost 
agricultural economist in Europe. Frau Sering was on my left 
and Countess von Tirpitz, widow of the famous German 
• Admiral who did so much to anticipate American participation 
in the World War, on my fright. There was frank talk all the 
evening. 

One woman openly hopcdT would help prevent Americans 
from participating in the Olympic Games here next summer 
a risky remark to make. Another was even more positive when’ 
describing her residence in the mountains of Bavaria, she said she 
could never think of bring in Berlin under such a regime as that of 



292 NOVEMBER 26, 1935 TO FEBRUARY I, 1936 
Hitler. She denounced the constant and amazing preparations 
for war. In spite of all her past connections with the autocratic 
Hohenzollem regime she said war was a horror and should 
never be provoked again. Her contempt for Mussolini was com- 
plete. I did not say much; but it was evident that almost all 
present were of the same attitude. 

Before we left Dr. Sering and I talked together a fewjninutes. 

• Getting off the general subject of complaint against ,the present 
regime, he said : “Germany^ economic interests must spread 
over the Balkan zone, where there must be an exchange of 
industrial for agricultural goods.” I did not say to him that 
under the policy of Hitler and the present barter system which 
works so badly, Germany produces so nearly all the foodstuffs 
she needs that the Balkan folk cannot sell their meats and grains 
here. 

He added : "Of course political co-operation must follow.” 
This was not discussed because I did not care to remind him that 
the old Kaiser’s policy of expanding towards Constantinople was 
the chief cause of the World War. It is an instinctive policy of 
national-minded and even moderate Germans to annex parts of 

- the Balkan states and dominate the others, just as Mussolini 

- thinks the Mediterranean Sea and the countries bordering it are 
properly his, perhaps excepting France. 

December 9. Monday. We dined at the house of the former 
Finance Minister, Dr. Dietrich, of the Bruening period. There 
were some thirty people present, former'officials and university 
folk, and the sentiment was as critical and hopeless as at the 
two preceding dinners. Although there were some Nazi uni- 
forms present, I heard not a single statement in praise of the 
present-day system. What can all this mean? Eminent official 
and unofficial people are all of the same mind even in the 
presence of Nazi officials. I cannot recall their names, as I 
cannot possibly remember German and Trench names unless I 
'hear them pronounced several times. 

The Minister of Rumania singled me out and talked almost 
violently about the Hoare-Laval proposition sent to Mussolini 
last Saturday and discussed in the press here today. He said his 
country was ready any time to apply oil sanctions to Italy, "and 
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now, when all of us smaller nations and the United States are 
ready to stop oil shipments to Italy, England and France make 
a surrender without consulting us or the League *’ He was 
indignant 

I had heard previously that the reason for the Hoare-Laval 
proposition was the English-French fear that Commumsm 
might come to Italy in case Mussolini falls I think this is 
probably partly true, and that Nazi Germany certainly wants 
to see MussoUiu ••successful Perhaps these two dictators have 
already made an agreement 

December 12 Thursday These are busy days Mr Mayer 
and I called on Monsieur Francois Poncet at 12 o’clock and 
remained half an hour He mentioned to us the Hoare-Laval 
matter and thought Mussolini would make an agreement with 
England and France and so end the Ethiopian crime I at once 
disagreed If Mussolini does accept, which I doubt, it means 
control of the Mediterranean and collapse of the League of 
Nations Mussolini thinks himself a Julius Caesar 
Francois Poncet argued strongly for the Hoare-Laval propo- 
sition I said It’s the biggest mistake since the World War 
It means an Italian-German combination for redistribution of" 
eastern and southern Europe, and such a combination cannot be 
defeated by England and France Why did your governments 
not apply the oil sanction through the League with American 
co-operation and bring Mussolini to terms ^ 

He said “Mussolini would have made war even if the oil 
sanctions had been applied We, the French Government, were 
unwilling to go to war, even if England were attacked ” It was 
an honest, frank discussion and Mr Mayer agreed with me at 
every point, which was significant since he had been at Gene\a 
three years As came away, Francois Poncet said “Mr 
Ambassador, you are too logical ” Mr Mayer said “How can 
a Frenchman eter blame anyone for being logical 

December 13 Friday Mrs Anne O Hare McCormick, who 
writes for the New York Times so cleverly, came to ask for an 
interview with Hitler, having had one a year ago Her husband 
was with her They talked of their interview with Mussolini 
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and said : “The Duce reported a conversation he had last spring 
with Sir John Simon, British Foreign SecrdtaTy. He had nolik- 
ing for the English. Sir John sat in conference at Stresa with his 
eyes closed, perhaps asleep, until the Duce said : ‘You know, all 
of you, that thp Germans intend to annex everything to Bag- 
dad !’ That awakened the British Foreign Secretary.” 

Mrs. McCormick told other things about Italy and its policy, 
revealing that she was interested in the personality of the 
Roman dictator. I pointed out to her that the Caesarian boasts 
of Mussolini resembled the Frederick Barbarossa aims of Hitler, 
both men being ill-informed and highly romantic, at the 
same time cruel to the last degree. She saw something' of my 
interpretation of things, but she was very hopeful of seeing the 
Fuehrer here. I told her we would suggest means of doing so, 
but were very doubtful since Hitler has refused so often the last 
few months. I suggested that she see Dr. Schacht who would 
talk more frankly. 

December'' 14. Saturday. I learned last evening from a secre- 
tary of the French Embassy here that the British Ambassador 
had an hour’s interview with Hitler and that he had pressed 
'again the idea of a general peace agreement among all the 
greater powers including the Russians. Hitler pretended to be 
willing to come to an armament agreement with the Western 
powers, but broke into a furious denunciation of Russia, saying 
that Germany must go to war against the Communists, the 
wicked Communists, forgetting how much the Nazis here have 
learned from Communist propaganda. Nothing seemed to be 
agreed to, but two German officials were to depart soon for 
"London. I suspect this has merely to do with the naval confer- 
ence which can hardly amount to anything, Germany and Japan 
being united in naval matters. 

I think Sir Eric Phipps was sent to Hitler as a sort of gesture 
to distract public attention from the terrible blunder of die 
Hoarc-Laval proposition. However, the papers gave no atten- 
tion to the Incident but preached daily against the League of 
Nations for having tried to apply sanctions, as if there were any 
other way to stop a war except by applying them. For two 
months the German Foreign Office people had been amazingly 
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silenb, gently intimating now and then that Germany might 
apply sanctions if the United States continued its policy in that 
direction. The real thing was that Nazi Germany feared to take 
any attitude until she could see what happened to Mussolini 
whom Hitler hates, although he imitates him.. All military and 
naval experts here report the utmost speed in German rearma- 
ment. They are building the greatest military machine in the 
world. 

But now that England and France have taken a move that 
threatens to break up the League, -every German paper rejoices 
and is almost willing to join Italy in her adventures. 

At a tea gathering at our home this afternoon, the one subject 
of concern was the Hoare-Laval proposal and the abandonment 
of the sanctions policy of the League. The Russian Ambassador, 
the Rumanian and the Czechoslovak Ministers were in confer- 
ence half the time. They said the small powers of the Balkan 
region would withdraw from the League if England’s policy 
were applied: “There would be no safety for little states in 
Europe in a League which does not prevent annexations like 
that which Italy is attempting in East Africa.” 

December 16. Monday. Since Von Neurath was with Hitler 
when Sir Eric saw him, I called on him today. There were two 
ministers of small countries with the Foreign Secretary when 
I arrived, and they stayed fifteen minutes, talking about the 
Balkan attitude towards the recent English-French policy. One 
of them is on the way to Paris tonight. 

Von Neurath was as agreeable as ever but gave no inkling of 
Germany’s position. When I asked him what Germany would 
do if Mussolini annexed Egypt, he said : “Nothing.” I then 
*aixL Palestine and Gxetct ww&tf && eater Mas irimrfr hand's 
isn t that true? He said: “Yes, but we shall do nothing even if 
England and Italy go to war.” Since he is closer to Hitler now 
than at any time since I came to Berlin, this seemed significant 
The real point, however, is as always here: “We are not vet ■ 
armed.” J 

December i 9 . < Thursday . Colonel Claude A. Tapper, an engi- 
neer and business man from Chicago, was here for half an hour. 



296 NOVEMBER 26, 1935 TO FEBRUARY I, 1 936 
He revealed conflicting attitudes : much of Nazi work seeiried 
promising to him, a good deal of it unreasonable, especially the 
propaganda' in the United States. He had been an hour with 
Dr. Schacht whom he had known when in Chicago some years 
ago. “Schacht said to me,” he reported confidentially, “his ad- 
dress delivered in Leipzig had been submitted to Hitler and 
Hitler had approved it, yet the German newspapers did not 
print a word of the critical parts.” This looks strange, but is not 
unusual here. In a few days there will be a violent attack upon 
the Jews either by Goebbels or Streicher, the NUrnberg propa- 
gandist, and Hitler will have approved what is said. 

The Colonel added that Schacht had said his situation is most 
critical here, “so difficult that I would like to jump off a ship 
into the ocean.” I am quite sure Schacht said^ something like 
this, for several times he has talked the same way to me. One 
thing is fairly certain: If Schacht fails, there is apt to be a col- 
lapse, and a financial collapse might bring the Hohenzollems to 
the throne. Schacht would almost certainly be the Chancellor 
under a parliamentary restoration. However the Hohenzollems 
would have a hard time if they went on with the war 
policy. 

When Tupper spoke of the State Department in Washington 
as receiving ridicule here and elsewhere in Europe I was a little 
sceptical He made an exception of Secretary Hull and I be- 
lieve Hull’s trade liberalism is the one thing that is criticized 
here though it seems to me the only promising policy of the 
United States for Germany, even if Hull is not in sympathy 
with the present Nazi regime. 

December so. Friday. The Dutch Minister reported that he 
had heard no news that Dutch-English-American oil com- 
panies — Shell, Sinclair and Standard — had brought pressure to 
bear in London and Paris to stop the League sanctions against 
Italy, especially oil sanctions I had heard indircedy that a 
Sinclair Oil man in Paris and some big business man in Lon- 
don had applied pressure, and consequently I had dropped 
the Dutch Minister a note on the subject.' I 'am still of die 
opinion that the oil companies used pressure. .They have inter- 
ests at stake, especially the Standard Oil Company, in Rumania 
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and Persia, and their interests have in the past caused extra- 
ordinary performances Jn America. 

The German papershave suddenly ceased their fun-making 
of the League. The House of Commons^votcd yesterday such 
a sharp criticism of the Ho are— Laval scheme that Hoarc 
resigned. There is talk of Austen Chamberlain being made 
Foreign Secretary, a man whose newspaper articles against Nazi 
Germany have been so severe that the government here sent 
a violent protest to London a few weeks ago. Imagine liim 
being appointed Foreign Secretary ! 

At 8 o’clock, I sat down by Von Papen, at a dinner given at 
the Herren Club, the oldest and most aristocratic organization 
in Berlin, I believe. There were forty or fifty men at the tables. 
On my right sat the owner of the Frankfurter %eitung, inti- 
mating his strong opposidon to the Nazi regime. As I was not 
fred to respond, Von Papen being on my left, there could be 
ho outspoken criticism. To my surprise Von Papen quite openly 
said: "Well, I see that your people have got rid of Huey 
Long.” He then asked if there were real opposition to Roose- 
velt. I said: Yes, big business is almost unanimously opposed, 
and Father Coughlin is always breaking loose. Von Papen is a 
Catholic, but he showed no sympathy with Coughlin. 

When we all rose from the tables and found places in the 
large library of the club there was group conversation which 
indicated a strong approval of the British abandonment of 
the Hoare-T.aval business. One elderly man spoke with 
enthusiasm of Woodrow Wilson as the one statesman of the 
World War era — “a man who meant to put an end to war ” 
he said. I am sorry I did not get his name. He added: 
“There is far more approval of Wilson in Germany than you 
suppose.” 

December 21 . Saturday. We- lunched with the kindly, friendly 
Eichbergs. Both are extremely miserable, no escape from 
Germany bring possible for them unless they give a big sum 
to the Nazi Party and swear themselves no longer Jews or 
perhaps illegitimate children of other people, reared by Jews 
as some Jews here have done. They have a beautiful library! 
There were some people of high station at dinner, and the wife 
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He revealed conflicting attitudes : much of Nazi work seemed 
promising to him, a good deal of it unreasonable, especially the 
propaganda’ in the United States. He had been an hour with 
Dr. Schacht whom he had known when in Chicago some years 
ago. “Schacht said to me,” he reported confidentially, “his ad- 
dress delivered in Leipzig had been submitted to Hitler and 
Hitler had approved it, yet the German newspapers did not 
print a word of the critical parts.” This looks strange, but is not 
unusual here. In a few days there will be a violent attack upon 
the Jews either by Goebbels or Stretcher, the NUmberg propa- 
gandist, and Hitler will have approved what is said. 

The Colonel added that Schacht had said his situation is most 
critical here, “so difficult that I would like to jump off a ship 
into the ocean.” I am quite sure Schacht said, something like 
this, for several times he has talked the same way to me. One 
thing is fairly certain: If Schacht fails, there is apt to be a col- 
lapse, and a financial collapse might bring the Hohenzollems to 
the throne. Schacht would almost certainly be the Chancellor 
under a parliamentary restoration. However the Hohenzollems 
would have a hard time if they went on with the war 
policy. t 

When Tupper spoke of the State Department in Washington 
as receiving ridicule here and elsewhere in Europe I was a little 
sceptical. He made an exception of Secretary Hull and I be- 
lieve Hull’s trade liberalism is the one thing that is criticized 
here though it seems to me the only promising policy of the 
United States for Germany, even if Hull is not in sympathy 
with the present Nazi regime. 

December so. Friday. The Dutch Minister reported that he 
had heard no news that Dutch-English-American oil com- 
panies — Shell, Sinclair and Standard — had brought pressure to 
bear in London and Paris to stop the League sanctions against 
Italy, especially oil sanctions. I had heard indirectly that a 
Sinclair Oil man in Paris and some big business man in Lon- 
don had applied .pressure, and J -had -rivyioed 

the Dutch Minister a note on the subject’- 1 '-'am still of the 
opinion that the oil companies used pressure. .They have inter- 
ests at stake, especially the Standard Oil Company, in Rumania 
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and Persia, and their interests have ip the past caused extra- 
ordinary performances in America. ' 

The German papers have suddenly ceased their fun-making 
of the League. The House of Commons voted yesterday such 
a sharp criticism of the Hoare-Laval scheme that Hoarc 
resigned. There is talk of Austen Chamberlain being made 
Foreign Secretary, a man whose newspaper articles against Nazi 
Germany have been so severe that the government here sent 
a violent protest to London a few weeks ago. Imagine him 
being appointed Foreign Secretary ! 

At 8 o’clock, I sat down by Von Papen, at a dinner given at 
the Herren Club, the oldest and most aristocratic organization 
in Berlin, I believe. There were forty or fifty men at the tables. 
On my right sat the owner of the Frankfurter Zeitung, inti- 
mating his strong opposition to the Nazi regime. As I was not 
fre£ to respond, Von Papen being on my left, there could be 
ho outspoken criticism. To my surprise Von Papen quite openly 
said: “Well, I see that your people have got rid of Huey 
Long.” He then asked if there were real opposition to Roose- 
velt. I said : Yes, big business is almost unanimously opposed, 
and Father Coughlin is always breaking loose. Von Papen is a 
Catholic, but he showed no sympathy with Coughlin. 

When we all rose from the tables and found places in the 
large library of the club there was group conversation which 
indicated a strong approval of the British abandonment of 
the Hoare-Laval business. One elderly man spoke with 
enthusiasm of Woodrow Wilson as the one statesman of the 
World War era— “a man who meant to put an end to war,” 
he said.j i am sorry I did not get his name. He added : 
“There \s far more approval of Wilson in Germany than you 
suppose.” 

December si. Saturday. We~lunched with the kindly, friendly 
Eichbergs. Both are extremely miserable, no escape from 
Germany being possible for them unless they give a big sum 
to the Nazi Party and swear themselves no longer Jews or 
perhaps illegitimate children of other people, reared by Jews, 
as some Jews here have done. They have a beautiful library! 
There were some people of high station at dinner, and the wife 
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of General von Seeckt of the army Criticism was common 
talk, but not by tile host and hostess 

December 22 Sunday At 4 o’clock, we had a tea party for 
Mamner, Counsellor m Pans, who stopped here on his way 
to Warsaw What'Mamncr said about events in Pans was very 
interesting Laval had put over on Sir Samuel Hoare hu 
scheme of extreme concessions to Mussolini Now the French 
people arc more anti-Laval than before We learned today, I 
said, that Anthony Eden is to succeed Hoare Mamner re- 
plied, “That would trouble Laval, but would not cause the 
weakening of England’s position in Pans, the people being ev cn 
more against Mussolini than against the Laval Government ” 

Mamner reported that Bullitt’s interview in Berlin on De- 
cember i was telegraphed to Pans that day, and that Hemot’s 
wife had read the telegram before Bullitt had arrived m Pans 
about December 3 What Bullitt said here was astounding to 
me in view of his past record When Madame Hcmot re- 
ported to Mamner that Bullitt had spoken against Russia and 
in favour of Japan, he was amazed I had been so shocked at 
his advice to the French Ambassador in Berlin not to favour the 
Russian-French peace pact that I reported to the State Depart- 
ment I suspect Bullitt’s words were telegraphed to Washington 
before he reached Pans 

There was much interesting talk about Eden’s appointment 
in London and its meaning here There is not apt to be any 
more unfriendly League talk in German official circles Musso 
lim is a puzzle to Hitler, who is reported to hate him, yet he 
must praise him for seizing Ethiopian terntory 

December 23 Monday I received a letter from our Minister 
m Prague saying that an Amencan journalist has been in the 
temble Dachau concentration camp near Munich for several 
months, not allowed to wnte to me or to the Consul in Berlin 
where he was seized I referred the matter at once to 
Chrism’ Cost, the 6est unarmed 1 person here to run down suefr 
stones 

December 2$ Sunday We had some fr£e time this last week. 
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though my wife and daughter were busy half the time filling 
the house with Christmas decorations, a tall tree, flowers and 
little lights to make 'the house look joyful. Everything was 
beautiful enough, but restful hours were of chief importance 
for me. 

I received a letter today from a friend in the State Depart- 
ment, asking me to cable what it was best in my opinion to do 
to check the Italian war which threatens now to involve France, 
England and the little Mediterranean powers. I reviewed the 
situation as best I could and had a brief statement in mind as I 
went home to dinner today, after two hours in the office. 

We had information a few days ago that Secretary William 
Phillips, in London for the naval conference, is to arrive here 
tomorrow. We have arranged to have twenty people to meet 
him, including the British and French Ambassadors, DieckhofT 
and Ritter from the German Foreign Office, and others like 
young Prince Louis Ferdinand. Von Neurath and Dr. Schacht 
as well as nearly all other higher German officials are at their 
country estates until January 8, the German custom at Christ- 
mas time. Mr. Phillips told Mr. Mayer of the staff here by 
long-distance phone that he wishes to meet Hitler. We had to 
say: There is no chance unless you can remain past January 8, 
1936, Hitler being at Berchtesgaden in Bavaria. 

December 30. Monday. Secretary Phillips spent an hour talk- 
ing over the difficulties in the United States and the almost 
certain failure of the naval conference in London where he 
renews his task on January 5. The outlook is not good, “and 
all high officials in London expect war with Italy.” How fool- 
ish are these European governments, especially the dictator- 
wtA VC; foA rara -traj x’neir muicumes peaceably! 

Nor is our country any wiser. The folly was when America 
refused to co-operate with the League of Nations and now 
must spend nearly a billion a year of the people’s money 
preparing for war. 1 

At 11.30 we had all our exports, including the stafT members, 
come to meet Mr. Phillips and give him up-to-date informa- 
tion about ah phases of German activity. “Germany is one vast 
military camp, said Major Smith, Military Attach*. Our Com- 
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mercial Attache said, “In two years Germany will be manu- 
facturing oil and gas enough out of soft coal for a long war, 
the Standard Oil Company of New York furnishing millions 
of dollars to help.” “The substitutes for cotton which the Ger- 
mans are making are rapidly reaching such a stage that Ameri- 
dan cotton can be dispensed with” was the opinion of Captain 
Crockett who described the wonderful cloths and war-s tuffs 
made from combinations of wood and straw of various kinds 

Mr. Phillips was amazed and distressed, although all this 
information has been going to the Department for two whole 
years. But no high official can master all the reports as they 
pile up there. Major Smith agreed to take Phillips to see the 
vast camps and airfields tomorrow. 

At iq o’clock, some thirty press people came to hear what 
Mr. Phillips might say and to answer questions as to what 
may happen to them if they are expelled from the country, as 
is frequently rumoured here. I could not remain for the whole 
hour they were to exchange views. Our press people are ex- 
ceedingly well informed and absolutely trustworthy if one 
warns them what is not to be reported. 

At 1.30, our party sat down together and after we finished 
luncheon, there were intimate conversations svith Secretary 
Phillips about the dangerous situation in Germany and the 
possible attitudes of the United States. The English and the 
French guests were the most solemn. So things go here always. 

January r, 1936. Wednesday. Another troubled year begins. 

At 5 o’clock today, we received all the American and Eng- 
lish journalists here, also members of the Embassy staff, the 
various attaches and other helpers, clerks and stenographers. 

It was a party of eighty or ninety people and quite a strain 
for me. Secretary Phillips was also with us for a half hour, 
and two German editors who have seen much of the world and 
are none too happy, though they showed no signs. 

January 4. Saturday. This morning’s German papers report 
on the front page the gist of Representative McReyn old’s pro- 
posal in Congress to give Roosevelt and the State Department 
the right and the power to apply a boycott to any aggressor 
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nation when it starts a war, the time to do it being indicated 
by events. This is almost exactly what I telegraphed and wrote 
on Sunday, December 29. If Congress enacts this proposal the 
United States is going to recover the power in international 
affairs it lost in 1920, and Roosevelt may be able to do what 
Wilson tried so earnestly to accomplish in 1919. ^ 

The German papers all reported this proposition to their 
readers but made no editorial comment. When I went to the 
office at 9.30, a radio copy of Roosevelt’s speech of last night 
to both houses of Congress came promptly to my desk. It is 
a marvellous but very shrewd indictment of all dictatorships, of 
all nations which persist in organizing great armies and pre- 
■ tending they have a right to annex smaller nations* territory. 
No German official can read this address without serious con- 
cern. It tells the whole world about the suppression of freedom 
here and the complete subordination of the people. I do not 
think any paper will dare print any part of this address. Edi- 
tors would be imprisoned, perhaps even be executed, if they 
printed it verbatim. The speech seemed to me so timely and far- 
seeing that I sent a cable of congratulations and a promise to 
cable the effects or reactions here in a day or two. 

In the afternoon, the German papers broke out in denuncia- 
tions of Roosevelt’s proclamation to all the world, defending 
themselves as a people who had been unjustly handled in 
treaties. The Borsen fettling said Roosevelt is another Wood- 
row Wilson trying to subordinate and betray the poor German 
people who are not allowed to migrate to the United States. 
The Angrijf, Goebbels’ paper, attacked the President all over 
the first page. The Berliner Tageblatt was not unfair, but it 
did not speak favourably of this great cfTort to stop wars. No 
paper wliich I have seen quoted a single paragraph verbatim. 
They all drew conclusions aimed at inciting the Germans.' In 
my judgment, most Germans actually admire the President 
even though they get only half-truth on any point. I shall see 
many of them before long. 

Realizing the importance of co-operation when the League 
meets on January 20, I sent Martha to the Russian Embassy 
with a brieT note saying that I would like to see the Ambassa- 
dor. My wife had told me it was unwise to see the Communist 
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representative Martha went to the Adlon Hotel, only a block 
from the Embassy, dismissed the chauffeur and then walked 
to tlic Embassy The card was delivered The Ambassador ww 
away Martha told the Counsellor not to^telcphone me The 
Counsellor agreed but said, “Tell y our father to come at 7, any- 
way " So as I went back to my office at 4 , 1 planned to drive 
over near the proper place and then walk alone to the Am- 
bassador’s office. 

To my surprise when I returned to the house at 6 45, the 
Russian Ambassador called on the phone and said he was at 
home and would be glad to see me After all my precautions, 
the Secret Police thus had proof in their office -of my visit to 
the wicked Communist Ambassador It was his blunder I am 
not sure he did not do it on purpose, m order that the Ger- 
man 5 might learn of my supposed friendly relations 

So I went to sec the Soviet leader here, who is so unwelcome 
that one rarely sees him at an official luncheon or dinner He 
told me his government was ready to co-operate at once with 
the League in sanctions against Italy He also said Rumania 
was even more ready for prompt action He said the French 
Ambassador had made it plain to him that he feared a defeat 
of Mussolini would mean the German annexation of Austria 

When we were through talking about the effects of Roose^. 
vdt’s attitude, I said to him I hope your government will 
manage to stop propaganda in the United States where it does 
no good Let the two countries learn how to co-operate in com 
mercial matters and help keep the peace of the world We are 
a democracy and your people are Communist. Each people has 
its right to its own method of government, but it must not in- 
terfere with other peoples He agreed and said he would do 
all he could 

January 6 Monday Concerned about the German attitudes 
towards the new sanctions question and the solid front England 
and France are reported to be forming against Mussolini’s 
crazy policy, I wrote a note xn hand to the former Secretary of 
Economics, Dr Kurt Schmitt, and asked if he could stop at my 
office on his way home The note was taken by one of our mes- 
senger boys to avoid exposing Schmitt to the Secret Police 
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Wc talked more than half an hour. His reactions to the 
American attitude about sanctions were less favourable than two 
months ago when I saw him. He is still opposed to Mussolini’s 
aggression but less so than before, indicating he thought the 
emergence of Communism in Italy would ensue in the event of 
Mussolini’s defeat or compulsory overthrow under the pres- 
sure of England and France and even the Pope, who is notjoo 
much opposed to dictatorships. When I raised the question of 
Austrian relations with Germany he said there was no interest 
here in the annexation of Austria now. 

When I alluded to vast army expansion, he said : “You know 
all German^ have been taught militarism for fifty years and 
all Prussian Germans for nearly 200 years. This has given the 
• people an attitude which no other people has. Every man has 
served his term in the army and he thinks it an honour to have 
his son serve and have his chance to become an officer. This 
basic national attitude is what gives the Germans the appear- 
ance of wishing war. We do not want war and this is one reason 
nothing %vill be done about Austria, though everybody knows 
Austria is German.” 

_ On all three points Dr. Schmitt, considered a liberal oppo- 
nent of the present regime, showed a modified attitude, milder 
by far than when I last saw him. What has happened? He is 
still in control of the German life insurance companies. My 
" guess is that he has been given considerable attention by Hitler 
whom he said he had talked with before Christmas. He thinks 
American attitudes are less important, though he is still an 
advocate, of German-English-United States co-operation. The 
Italian dictatorship is more agreeable to him because Commun- 
ism may arise there, and vast armament is not so dangerous 
because Germany is naturally inclined towards big armies l^But 
when I alluded to the Jewish difficulties, he flared up a 
little and his references to the university situation were of 
the same character as before: a big blunder on the part of 
Germany. 

/u he wenf away 1 said:! sen a messenger with my note to 
avoid possible embarrassment to you. He replied: “I had no 
hesitancy about calling you on the telephone because I have 
no idea the police believe I give private information, which of 
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course 1 don’t. I shall talk about these things to Hitler when 
I see him.” t 

A 

January g. Thursday . Most Germans I see stress the peace 
objectives of the Third Reich, including some men who are 
entitled to real consideration. But this evening my wife and 
I went to the great movie theatre, the UFA Palast, to see 
the widely advertised Unser Wehrmacht (Our Defence Power) 
film. For an hour a huge audience watched and applauded the 
scenes : vast army fields with tanks and machine guns operating 
and soldiers falling to the ground, all shooting and some killed ; 
great parades of heavy trucks and big cannon; air attacks with' 
hundreds of flying machines dropping bombs on a city. At 
strategic moments Hitler, Goering and even Goebbels appeared 
on the scene indicating their approval of all that watf going an. 
The audience applauded many times. I could hardly endure the 
scene and what seemed to me the brutal performances. 

If this means German devotion to peace, I cannot under- 
stand this psychology. When Hitler speaks he stresses his peace 
objectives, yet he and Goering parade on every possible occa- , 
sion in their elaborate uniforms, all the soldiers shouting “Heil 
Hitler.” The generals of the Reichswehr seem less enthusiastic 
but they never condemn war as a means of advancing Ger- 
many’s interests. 

January 10. Friday. At 11.30 I went in full dress to the 
annual reception which Hitler gives to the diplomatic corps. 
Practically every ambassador and minister was present, all 
dressed in formal style, some with old-time hats and wonderful 
gilt-finished clothes. It reminded me of the eighteenth century. 

We. waited nearly half an hour before the Chancellor arrived. 
The Italian Ambassador was the only one who seemed embar- 
rassed, the Soviet man simply keeping still unless approached 
by others. 

At i* o’clock. Hitler, Von Neurath, Von BOlow, Lam men 
and Meissner catw iaj®* Afer .nsrejsWws'-rsuwr tnVsrc > Abe 
mats were all fined up according to rank, the red-dressed Papal 
a S* a j ^ 1C kead of the long circular line. The gay French 
Ambassador stood next to him, I was third In line and the Eng- 
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lish representative was next to me. The Nuncio read a mean- 
ingless essay of congratulations in French which Hitler did not 
understand any better than I did. The Chancellor replied in‘ 
briefer form, boasting a little of unemployment relief which 
he had given the German people, not explaining that nearly 
all the relief was due to the armament boom. 

When Hitler came along the line he talked at some length 
to the Nuncio about a certain Catholic cloister which he had 
knotvn and something of Church history. When he shook hands 
with the Frenchman, he asked about the floods of the Seine in 
Paris. Turnings owards me, I said to him that I noticed that he 
'talked history' with the Nuncio and that I supposed he read 
history with real interest. He replied: “Yes, history is far better 
for me than politics which wears me out.” Before he turned 
to my English colleague, he asked: “When arc you moving 
into the BlQcher Palace!” I had to say I did not know. Pie 
showed considerable interest, referring to the unfortunate 
effects of the subway which has caused the palace to show signs 
of possible collapse of the walls. Then he went on down the 
line and to my surprise talked with the Russian more freely 
than with several others. 

We were all free to leave at 12.30. While it is regarded as 
necessary, this kind of show seems to me useless. The cars all 
departed in order, everybody dropping a tip in the hands of 
servants who were at the door. 

January 11. Saturday. Three days ago I received a letter from 
the University of Chicago offering Professor Otto Hoetzsch 
proper compensation if he would lecture there next spring, 
April and May, on European affairs between 1920 and 1930! 
Hoetzsch was one of the best-known and most popular profes- 
sors in Berlin. He was so affected by his dismissal that he Was 
seriously ill for a month. Having known him fairly well and 
remembering our work together in Leipzig in 1899 , 1 did what 
I could to get the University of Chicago to extend' this 
invitation. 

As soon os the offer came I sent word to him to call at the 
office. He visited me on January 7 and I ashed him if he could 
accept and promtsed to fonvatti his answer by cable to Chicago 
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course 1 don’t. I shall talk about these things to Hitler when 
I see him.” ^ 

January g. Thursday . Most Germans I see stress the peace 
objectives of the Third Reich, including some men who are 
entitled to real consideration. But this evening my wife and 
I went to the great movie theatre, the UFA Palast, to see 
the widely advertised Unstr Wehrmacht (Our Defence Power) 
film. For an hour a huge audience watched and applauded the 
scenes : vast army fields with tanks and machine guns operating 
and soldiers falling to the ground, all shooting and some killed; 
great parades of heavy trucks and big cannon ; air, attacks with* 
hundreds of flying machines dropping bombs on a city. At 
strategic moments Hitler, Goeringand even Goebbels appeared 
on the scene indicating their approval of all that was going on. 
The audience applauded many times. I could hardly endyre the 
scene and what seemed to me the brutal performances. 

If this means German devotion to peace, I cannot under- 
stand this psychology. When Hitler speaks he stresses his peace 
objectives, yet he and Goering parade on every possible occa- , 
sion in their elaborate uniforms, all the soldiers shouting “Hcil 
Hitler.” The generals of the Reichswehr seem less enthusiastic 
but they never condemn war as a means of advancing Ger- 
many’s interests. 

January 10. Friday. At 11.30 I went in full dress to the 
annual reception which Hitler gives to the diplomatic corps. 
Practically every ambassador and minister was present, all 
dressed in formal style, some with old-time hats and wonderful 
gilt-finished clothes. It reminded me of the eighteenth century. 

We waited nearly half an hour before the Chancellor armed. 

The Italian Ambassador was the only one who seemed embar- 
rassed, the Soviet man simply keeping still unless approached 
by others. 

At la o’cloek, Hitler, Von Neurath, Von Bfllow, Lammcrs 
and Meissner came into the reception-room where the diplo- 
mats were all lined up according to rank, the red-dressed Papal 
Nuncio at the head of the long cittpilar line. The gay French 
Ambassador stood next to him, I was third in line and the Eng- 
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Ust representative was next to me. The Nuncio read a mean- 
ingless essay of congratulations in French which Hitler did not 
understand any better than I did. The Chancellor replied in' 
briefer form, boasting a little of unemployment relief which 
he had given the German people, not explaining that nearly 
all the relief was due to the armament boom. 

When Hitler came along the line he talked at some length 
to the Nuncio about a certain Catholic cloister which he had 
knownand something of Church history. When he shook hands 
with the Frenchman, he asked about the floods of the Seine in 
Turning ^towards me, I said to him that I noticed that he 
talked history'with the Nuncio and that I supposed he read 
history with real interest. He replied: “Yes, history is far better 
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national agricultural conference to be held in England next 
summer. He showed me a letter from Secretary Wallace. He 
is a man of eighty-four or eighty-five but still vigorous. His 
daughter married the son of the famous Admiral^von Tirpitz. 
Sering is a Lutheran who is resentful of the Nazi phurch control 
and reorganization. He is also an old-time royalist who prays 
for Hohenzollem restoration. Yet he believes Hitler to be a 
real statesman as contrasted with Goebbels and Gocring. 

When he said : “Germany docs not want war again,” I could 
not help mentioning the film we saw on the 9th at the UFA 
Palast. I saw that he, like most Germans, does not grasp the 
military and /aggressive attitudes behind such shows and the 
sale of millions of little bombs and tanks to children as Christ- 
mas presents. 1 did not wish to add to his unhappiness so we 
discussed his agricultural problems as he appraises them. He 
will undoubtedly have something worth while to say if he goes 
to thenonference, half of the delegates coming from the United 
States. If the educated German people only understood their 
own history l 

January 16. Thursday . I was at a dinner given in honour of 
R, L. Hague of the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey 
which ships great quantities of oil to Hamburg in return for 
j5, 000 -t°n tank ships. The president of the German shipbuild- 
ing company in Hamburg which makes the tankers said they 
employed 1,000 men as a consequence of the Standard Oil 
contract. He also said he made similar ships for England and 
that all of them are so built that they can be readily converted 
into warships. However, the Hamburg business man made it 
perfectly plain that he disliked the Hitler regime, though not 
Hitler -so much. He said his children in the Hamburg school 
bad to learn great falsehoods at the command of Nazi teachers 
compelled by Rosenberg to teach nonsense. 

January 17. Friday. About noon today a staff member sent 
down a detailed telegram which he wished I would sign for the 
code men to get off. It was more than twice as long as it should 
have been, and about the fifth time since his arrival here .that 
he has sent long, detailed and even unimportant cables 'the 
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cost of some of them being over $ido. I had shown him several 
times how to abbreviate them and save half the cost. He had 
yielded, but had sometimes failed to do what he had promised. 
So I rewrote this one with omission of all unessential sentences, 
making it only half as long as his original. I sent it back to him 
to be sent as my telegram duly signed. I went away for my 
usual noonday walk. . 

When I returned to the office in the afternoon, my secretary 
reported that the man in question had been angry and com- 
plaining, But I have made up my mind to write telegrams 
myself, if he cannot learn how to write. 

This illustrates the spirit of the diplomatic strvice people. 
They are graduates of Harvard, Princeton and one or two 
other universities. Being the sons of rich men, hardly one in 
ten has ever lehmed anything about clear-cut, succinct writing, 
even less about history. They think it perfectly right Jo load 
off $x,ooo a month on their government, and at the same time 
they think they are free to come to their offices at io or u 
o’clock each morning, remain two hours, clerks doing their 
work, and then go away to some luncheon and remain until 4 
o’clock. One or two more hours in the office and then they* fed 
free to go to a card party or a little later to a dinner where * 
they remain until 12 or 1 o’clock. I have tried to correct all 
this, set definite hours for office work and urge a more regu- 
lated social life. Most of the staff members have become co- 
operative, though I believe they do not regard the Embassy 
here as too serious a business. 

Although the present stafT members have learned painfully 
to come promptly each morning and have tried to write good 
telegrams, they carry a society burden almost impossible for 
anyone who hopes to keep his health. 

January 18. Saturday. A journalist of the Hearst press in the 
United States came in for a talk this afternoon. I had seen him 
before and asked him to report any interview he might get 
with high German officials, as far as he felt free to do so. He 
is not exactly a pro-Nazi journalist though he is a good Hearst- 
ite;. So he reported today he had seen Von Ribbentrop, the 
diplomatic specialist of Hitler who negotiated the English- 
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German naval pact of last June. -Von Ribbentrop is clever but 
most unwelcome to Von Ncurath and Von BQlow. 

He said, in his interview:* “Germany has an understanding 
with Mussolini; the Ethiopian war will end in his favour; then 
Germany and Italy will demand restoration of German pre- 
war colonies.” He showed maps of all the German colonies and 
tried to prove them rich in mineral and other raw materials. 
“It really means war if the League of Nations does not restore 
German colonies,” the Hearst man said. I said: No, not so soon. 
Germany is not ready for war, but will be in two years. 

I told him of German-Japanesc relations since I have been 
in Berlin, and my feeling that there is an unwritten treaty 
under which the two countries will make war upon Russia at 
the strategic time. 1 continued : Now you say there is a pact 
between Germany and Italy. That means what I have prophe- 
sied for more than a year: a dictatorial front in Europe which 
may give the world much trouble. 

January 21. Tuesday. I talked with Dr. Schacht half an hour 
this 'morning. He spent two weeks in Italy about Christmas 
" time. He then went to Basle for the International Bank con- 
ference where he is one of the directors. I had hardly taken 
seat opposite him at his desk in the palatial Reichsbank before 
he referred to the Senate investigation of munitions and finance 
which Senator Nye has managed. Schacht wanted to know if I 
thought Wilson had entered the World War for financial and 
trade advantage. I replied in the negative, giving Wilson’s 
statement to me August 15, 1916, about his attitude which was 
to intervene in case it became clear that the Berlin military 
dictators were about to dominate all Europe. 

Schacht avoided a reply, except to say that he did not believe 
Vlreim-wa-pdlreii : nfco wa.r'uy fne - ^ ew’i of k'barikers. 

I -then asked about German-Italian relations. He said, "You 
know Hitler and Mussolini had a long conference at Venice in 
1934, but the two leaders agreed about nothing. They disliked 
each other so much. Now, however, there is a better feeling. 
Both countries must have colonial possessions, and while we 
have no alliance there is a rapprochement.” 

I answered: Restoration of colonial possessions to Germany 
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cost of some of them being over $ too. I had shown him several 
times how to abbreviate Uieftt and save half the cost. He had 
yielded, but had sometimes failed to do what he had promised. 
So I rewrote this one with omission of all unessential sentences, 
making it only half as long as his original. I sent it back to him 
to be sent as my telegram duly signed. I went away for my 
usual noonday walk. . 

Wien I returned to the office in the afternoon, my secretary 
reported that the man in question had been angry and com- 
plaining. But I have made up my mind to write telegrams 
myself, if he cannot learn how to write. 

This illustrates the spirit of the diplomatic sfcrvicc people. 
They arc graduates of Harvard, Princeton and one or two 
other universities. Being the sons of rich men, hardly one in 
ten has ever Ichmed anything about clear-cut, succinct writing, 
even less about history. They think it perfectly right Jo load 
off Si.ooo a month on their government , and at the same time 
they think they are free to come to their offices at io or n 
o’clock each morning, remain two hours, clerks doing their 
work, and then go away to some luncheon and remain until 4 
o’clock. One or two more hours in the office and then they T feel 
free to go to a card party or a little later to a dinner where 
they remain until 12 or 1 o’clock. I have tried to correct all 
this, set definite hours for office work and urge a more regu- 
lated social life. Most of the staff members have become co- 
operative, though I believe they do not regard the Embassy 
here as too serious a business. 

Although the present staff members have learned painfully 
to come prompdy each morning and have tried to write good 
telegrams, they carry a society burden almost impossible for 
anyone who hopes to keep his health. 

January 18. Saturday. A journalist of the Hearst press in the 
United States came in for a talk this afternoon. I had seen him 
before and asked him to report any interview he might get 
with high German officials, as far as he felt free to do so. He 
is not exactly a pro-Nazi journalist though he is a good Hearst- 
itep So he reported today he had seen Von Ribbentrop, the 
diplomatic specialist of Hitler who negotiated the English- 
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German naval pact of last June. ;Von Ribbentrop is clever but 
most unwelcome to Von Neurath and Von Billow. 

He said, in his interview : “Germany has an understanding 
with Mussolini ; the Ethiopian war will end in his favour; then 
Germany and Italy will demand restoration, of German pre- 
war colonies.” He showed maps of all the German colonics and 
tried to prove them rich in mineral and other raw materials. 
“It really means war if the League of Nations does not restore 
German colonies,” the Hearst man said. I said: No, not so soon. 
Germany is not ready for war, but will be in two yean. 

1 told him of German-Japanesc relations since I have been 
in Berlin, and my feeling that there is an unwritten treaty 
under which the two countries will make war upon Russia at 
the strategic time. I continued : Now you say there is a pact 
between Germany and Italy. That means what I have prophe- 
sied for more than a year: a dictatorial front in Europe which 
say give the world much trouble. 


January 21. Tuesday. I talked with Dr. Schacht half an hour 
his 'morning. He spent two weeks in Italy about Christmas 
time. He then went to Basle for the International Bank con- 
ference where he is one of the directors. I had hardly taken 
seat opposite him at his desk in the palatial Reichsbank before 
he referred to the Senate investigation of munitions and finance 
which Senator Nye has managed. Schacht wanted to know if I 
thought Wilson had entered the World War for financial and 
trade advantage. I replied in the negative, giving Wilson’s 
statement to me August 15, 1916, about his attitude which was 
to intervene in case it became clear that the Berlin military 
dictators were about to dominate all Europe. 

Schacht avoided a reply, except to say that he did not believe 
Wilson was pulled into the war by the New York hankers. 

! asked about Gennan-Italianrelations. Hesaid,“You 

know Hitler and Mussolini had a long conference at Venice in 
1934, but the two leaders agreed about nothing. They disliked 
«ieh other so much. How, however, there is a better fedino 
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I answered: Restoration ’of colonial possessions to Germany 
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would be right and fair, but you know colonies no longer yield 
profits. We have lost immensely on every colony we took from 
Spain in 1898. He replied, “But your people would not go to 
those possessions,” and I added that modem conditions are 
such that unemployed nowhere, except in Japan, will migrate. 
He let the subject drop. But I am sure Germany means to make 
an issue of colonial restoration soon. Hitler says, “We will not 
go to war for colonies,” but he will probably press the matter 
in such a way as to incite war. 

Then Schacht referred to German economic and financial 
conditions. He indicated that American claimants for interest 
on bonds are soon to come to see him about payments due 
April 1. I said: Well, our latest telegram, on January 20, 
showed that your income has improved a lot the last few 
months. He was interested and asked if he could see parts of 
my telegram to the Secretary of the Treasury'. I replied that 
I might tell him something of what we reported on the German 
financial situation. Then he said he had paid interest on bonds 
last autumn hoping to get better commercial treaty arrange- 
ments with the United States, but that there had been no 
improvement. 

I replied : There are so many other matters that afTect public 
opinion with us that a really low tarifT treaty would hardly pass 
the Senate if negotiated. You know what these difiiculu'cs arc. 

If everybody here understood things and made public state- 
ments similar to yours, things would go much better. The 
United States does not like bilateral agreements. What Secre- 
tary Hull wants is lower barriers everywhere, and I think that 
would everywhere raise standards of living.- He halfway as- 
sented, but made it plain that no change of the present autarchy 
policy and no religious freedom with fair treatment of the 
Jews are possible at present I bade him good-bye and best 
wishes, aware that our half hour's talk had only cleared die 
atmosphere a little, not given evidence of any better relations 
between the countries. 

Jsrzzry rj Thsrtisj, Our Commercial Attach^ brought Dr. 
Engtlbrecht, chairman of the Vacuum OH Company in Ham- 
burg, to see me. Engrlbrecht repeated what he liad said * year 
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ago: “The Standard bil Company of New York, the parent 
company of the Vacuum, has spent 1 0,000,000 marks in Ger- 
many trying to find oil resources and building a great refinery 
near the Hamburg harbour.” Engelbrccht is still boring wells 
and finding a good deal of crude oil in the Hanover region, 
but he has no hope of great deposits. He hopes Dr. Schacht 
will subsidize his company as he does some German companies 
that have found no crude oil. The Vacuum spends all its earn- 
ings here, employs 1,000 men and never sends any of its money 
home. I could give him no encouragement, for the German 
Government is hardly willing to do anything for an outsider, 
even if he does spend millions here. Mr. Miller was of the 
same opinion. 

January 24. Friday. John Foster, Dulles, who writes for the 
American magazine about European affairs but who is also * 
connected with a large banking business in New York, reported 
his difficulties in financial matters here. 

He said: “My sister lives here. She is an enthusiastic Hitler- 
ite, and anxious to show me the German attitude for peace. So 
we went this afternoon to the movie, Unscr Wchrmachl (Our 
Defence Power), which she said was proof of the German 
desire for peace. I sat through the show, but the war planes, 
big guns, pictures of violent attacks upon cities and the en- 
thusiastic attitudes of Hitler, Gocring and Goebbcls, as they 
stood looking at the devastating work, took from my mind 
all thought of peace as an object of the show.” His impressions 
were the same as mine two weeks ago when I witnessed 
the same demonstration of Germany at war. Dulles said he 
could not understand his sister’s attitude, and added that 
such a display in the United States would be hissed off the 
screen. 

Dulles 5 aid he had served in the State Department with Sec*' 
retary Lansing when Wilson was President and that he was 
indignant at the charges of the Senate Committee that Wilson 
entered the World War to make money for the United States. 
He recognized the bankers’ role and attitude during 1915-16* 
but denied that the President had any contacts with the Mor- 
gans. This accords with my information, though l am inclined 
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to the belief that Lansing was not altogether free from strong 
banking influences. 

January 25. Saturday. Louis Lochner reports that at the 
meeting of the Foreign Press Association this morning he was 
re-elected by a vote of 59 out of a total of 65, six members not 
voting. This gives him a status which may prevent Dr. Goeb- 
bels from ordering his departure from the country next autumn 
because of too free reports of conditions and troubles here. Last 
summer there was serious danger of this. When the Olympic 
Games are over, there are apt to be sharper attacks. I con- 
gratulated him on his re-election and hoped no trouble would 
occur. 

January 30. Thursday. Today is regarded by the Hitler re- 
gime as a German July 4. I had accepted an invitation to hear 
Hitler and Goebbels speak at 11.30. But the weather t was bad 
and I had learned that the affair was an outdoor show, with 
30,000 S.A. soldiers marching past the Fuehrer. The weather 
made it risky for me to attend and I wrote a note declining. 

I now understand that the people and soldiers did not shout 
and hurrah as they have formerly done. Is there a declining 
popularity? One often hears this, but I doubt whether Hitler 
has lost many followers. Absolutism denies anybody a chance 
to protest or criticize ; all important organizations in Germany 
are official, the churches alone excepted ; and these can do noth- 
ing. At night there was an amazing torch-light procession 
through the Wilhelmstrasse, once more in honour of the Fuehrer. 

January 31. Friday. There are many rumours of German un- 
easiness about a possible solid front of England, France, Italy 
and all the Balkan states against further German armament 
and against any demand by Hitler for a restoration of German 
colonies. For this reason I called at noon today on die Czecho- 
slovak Minister, just returned from Prague where he had been 
for a week. 

He said: “Austria is uneasy lest a Nazi drive be made for the 
overthrow of the regime there. Czechoslovakia is also tense 
and listening to Austrian Catholic leaders who are urging dose 
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co-operation between the two countries. England is supporting 
Austria in concert with France and there is trouble in Hungary 
where the English have ceased buying fats and thus upset the 
economic lire very much. All the states of the Balkan zone are 
disposed to co-operate in the League of Nations against Italy, 
later against Germany if she becomes aggressive towards her 
small neighbours. 

He said, however, that he had no definite information as to 
how far League action was to go. He would see the French 
Ambassador in a day or two and ascertain whether there is any 
decisive policy, especially whether England and France were 
about to announce approval of the pact with Russia against any 
aggressor, particularly Germany or Japan. He promised to let 
me know if there were definite moves. The one thing Germany, 
opposes is the Russian pact for keeping the peace. 

At 4.30 Major Archibald Church of Bristol, England, long- 
time visitor and observer here, dropped in. He was a leader in 
the Labour Government of MacDonald and had been a private 
secretary to Bruening. He talked an hour and a half about the 
English situation, the League, Italy and especially Germany. 
He gave me the name of a prominent Cabinet member here 
between 1920 and 1933 who let him know how much money 
had been secretly used for armaments and the training of 
soldiers.beyond the treaty allowance. Stresemann andBruening, 
though claiming to be sincerely co-operative with England and 
France," he said, granted these allowances out of a huge secret 
fund voted by the Reichstag. So, he said, there were far more 
trained soldiers in 1933 than the Reichswehr acknowledged. » 
Church impressed me as exceedingly well informed about 
internal matters here. According to reports, he slipped Bruening 
out of the country, June 30, 1934, when the former Chancellor 
was in danger of being killed, and several others he also helped 
out in clever ways. 

February l. Saturday. We went with James H. Hyde to the 
great indoor horse-jumping contest, with German Italian 
Polish and Japanese horses in the show. It teas quite good’ 
After the hone-jumping, there was an amazing army demon- 
stration : a cavalry parade (not bad), Black Shirt v 
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to the belief that Lansing was not -altogether free from strong 
banking influences 

January 23 Saturday Louis Lochner reports that at the 
meeting of the Foreign Press Association this morning he was 
re-elected by a vote of 59 out of a total of 65, six members not 
voting This gives him a status which may prevent Dr Goeb- 
bels from ordering his departure from the country next autumn 
because of too free reports of conditions and troubles here Last 
summer there was serious danger of this When the Olympic 
Games are over, there are apt to be sharper attacks I con 
gratulated him on his re election and hoped no trouble would 
occur 

■> January 30 Thursday Today is regarded by the Hitler re- 
* gime as a German July 4 I had accepted an invitation to hear 
Hitler and Goebbels speak at ir 30 But the weather i\vas bad 
and I had learned that the affair was an outdoor show, with 
30,000 S A soldiers marching past the Fuehrer The weather 
made it risky for me to attend and I wrote a note declining 

I now understand that the people and soldiers did not shout 
and hurrah as they have formerly done Is there a declining 
popularity 9 One often hears this, but I doubt whether Hitler 
lias lost many followers Absolutism denies anybody a chance 
to protest or criticize, all important organizations in Germany 
are official, the churches alone excepted , and these can do noth- 
ing At night there was an amazing torch light procession 
through the Wilhehnstrasse, once more in honour of the Fuehrer 

January 3t Friday There are many rumours of German un- 
easiness about a possible solid front of England, France, Italy 
and all the Balkan states against further German armament 
and against any demand by Hitler for a restorauon of German 
colonies Tor tins reason I called at noon today on the Czecho- 
slovak Minister, just returned from Prague where he had been 
for a week 

fie said “Austria is uneasy Jest a Nazi drive be made for the 
overthrow of the regime there Czechoslovakia is also tense 
and listening to Austrian Catholic leaders who are urging close 
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co-operation between the two countries. England is supporting 
Austria in concert with France and there is trouble in Hungary 
where the English have ceased buying fats and thus upset the 
economic life very much. All the states of the Balkan zone are 
disposed to co-operate in the League of Nations against Italy, 
later against Germany if she becomes aggressive towards her 
small neighbours. 

He said, however, that he had no definite information as to 
how far League action was to go. He would sec the French 
Ambassador in a day or two and ascertain whether there is any 
decisive policy, especially whether England and France were 
about to announce approval of the pact with Russia against any 
aggressor, particularly Germany or Japan. He promised to let 
me know if there were definite moves. The one thing Germany^* 
opposes is the Russian pact for keeping the peace. * 

At 4.30 Major Archibald Church of Bristol, England, long- 
time visitor and observer here, dropped in. He was a leader in 
the Labour Government of MacDonald and had been a private 
secretary to Bruening. He talked an hour and a half about the 
English situation, the League, Italy and especially Germany. 
He gave me the name of a prominent Cabinet member here 
between 1920 and 1933 who let him know how much money 
had been secretly used for armaments and the training of 
soldiers, beyond the treaty allowance. Stresemann andBruening, 
though claiming to be sincerely co-operative with England and 
France; he said, granted these allowances out of a huge secret 
fund voted by the Reichstag. So, he said, there were far more 
trained soldiers in 1933 than the Reichswehr acknowledged - 
Church impressed me as exceedingly well informed about 
internal matters here. According to repor 
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1 others he also helped 


Fthnay 1. Saturday. We went with James H. Hyde to the 
peat mdoor horse-jumpmg contest, with Gemum Italian 

stration: a cavalry parade (not bad), Black Shinsoldicrs mareh- 
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ing, then cannon wagons pulled around for us all to see, with 
tank and machine-gun operations. It was intended as a sham 
battle, the machine guns being fired by soldiers prostrate on 
the ground. 

The vast audience, 20,000 perhaps, applauded, and Hitler 
and Goering gave salutes. No one could fail to see that the 
Nazi spirit is fundamentally war-Iike. Ambassadors of 0 flier 
countries, also many military and naval attaches, were witnesses 
to this demonstration. 

What Europe is to do with 68,000,000 people bent upon 
another war I cannot guess. If all states combine and remain 
armed to the teeth, the struggle may be delayed, but not actu- 
ally avoided. Not to form a solid front will mean annexations 
east, west and north, and 90,000,000 people in the German 
Reich. The French and English peoples have become over- 
whelmingly pacifist and the Germans know this. Pacifism is 
the attitude of the United States also, but pacifism will mean 
a great war and the subordination of all Europe to Germany 
if the pacifist peoples do not act courageously at this critical 
moment in their history. 



IX 

February 5, 1936 io July 29, m 6 

Fdruarr j Wtdmsdaj Suppose the HphenioUerra were 
restored, would they avoid another great war? The Ge*ro an 
people have so long subnutted to militarist ana the Honen- 
zollems have so long advocated aggression east, north and west, 
that they might fall again into this antiquated form of national 
behaviour r 

Pnnce Louis Ferdinand was one of the guests at a party oi 
"Martha's tonight "He asked to taCk to me far amt/ment 1 VcM 
him what the Franco-Russian entente, with the hope of a 
united Balkan zone, was intended for He was depressed be- 
cause he saw it meant German encirclement and perhaps an- 
other war He asked me what 1 thought was the way out for 
Germany I said to him quite confidentially, though I suspect 
he will tell his father, that the liberal people of Germany 
would have to have a more progressive government, a parlia- 
ment freely elected, freedom of religion, a let-up on the Jews 
.nd freedom of the press He agreed Certainly Louis Fer- 
linand himself would favour this 


rdmaiy 12 Wednesday This morning Ambassador Bullitt, 
on his way to Russia, came to see me, reporting the optimistic 
attitude of the President, also greetings from Secretary Hull 
and Judge Moore Bullit said “Pennsylvania will be a crucial 
state m next November’s election, but in Philadelphia the old 
Republican group no longer rules The Insh and the Jews are 
a unit for Roosevelt and they are apt to carry the city,” 

This may be true It is a curious combination in our country 
Bullitt seems to think he will have to go back in late summer 
to campaign for the President, perhaps become an intimate 
adviser to take the place of poor Howe who is about to die I 
doubt if these hopes will be realized 
Bullitt sounds like an emotional friend of the President but 
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not one whose judgment can be relied on He is ambitious for 
promotion to high position but does not seem to me to appraise 
situations too well For example, this morning he condemned 
sharply the co-operation between England, France and the 
Balkan states in the hope of bringing Russia into a moderate 
policy and keeping the peace of Europe He said Germany 
would capture Austria and Czechoslovakia in two weeks’ time 
and quickly bring all Europe under her control 

I questioned Do you think this would be good for the 
United States and England-* He cared “not a damn" for Eng 
land and reported that both Lord Lothian and LJoyd George 
are against the English, French, Russian co operation with the 
Balkan entente He added that Lothian preferred to let Ger- 
many go on her conquering way towards European domination 
rather than to impose limitation upon Germany by his country 
While I said little, I did add that the Lothian policy would 
mean the decline of England to a position like that of Holland 
To me it would be a calamity for a people which has so long 
led m culture and democrauc attitudes to lose its position and 
power 

Then Bullitt said that before he sailed last December for 
Washington he knew that England had declined a great loan 
to Russia Learning that France was about to loan her old 
Russian ally of 1914 one billion francs, it is reported that 
Bullitt went to a strategic person in the French Government 
and convinced him that Russia would never repay the loan 
Thus he had defeated the Russian negoUaUons I was not sure 
myself whether the Russians would pay, but it seemed unusual 
for an American Ambassador to Russia to defeat Russo-French 
negotiations * '■ 

1 shall not speak of this to anyone here, but it seemed to me 
an unwise thing to do Whether the story is altogether correct 
or not, it is certain that no loan was made While I doubt the 
wisdom of any nation or great bank making a big loan to Ger- 
many, I would certainly not prevent negotiations, if England 
or Holland, for instance, were to lend money to Germany My 
position here would not allow it, according to my philosophy 

Sir Enc Phipps reported what he could upon English atti- 
tudes He was more outspoken than he had been in a year 
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“England has abandoned her disarmament policy of the last 
fourteen years She will spend nearly £300,000,000 a year now 
in order to have a greater army, a'biggcr navy and ample air 
defence This is a sad move, but we have argued with Germany 
since last February to agree to disarmament proposals The 
Fuehrer has always said ‘No’ to me \Vc shall not bother the 
Germans again, but after the French elections next April, we 
shall unite with France and other European members of the 
League of Nations and say to the Germans, *You can agree now 
to an international limitation of armaments or else We shall all, 
including Russia, unite to defend any state that is attacked ’ 
Russia,” he added, “is now emerging into a more rational state 
and we can afford to co-operate with her to keep the peace If 
wc do not succeed m persuading Germany, there will be war in 
a few years and Europe, including Germany, will collapse ” 

He then told me that the French Ambassador had recently 
had Goenng to dinner and that, when there was talk of the 
possibility of Hitler’s retiring or his health failing, Goenng 
put his fat hands upon his chest and said “I am to succeed the 
Fuehrer” This was so disturbing to the Frenchman that he 
went to Phipps and indicated his anxiety ^ > 

Goenng is the one member of the tnumvirate here who fre- 
quently makes challenging speeches on the French and Polish 
borders I think Goenng is almost a complete Mussolini and 
ready to nsk war at any time This story only confirmed me in 
the view that the encirclement programme, if supported by all 
the border states east and west of Germany, and by England, 
France and Russia, is about the only promise of peace there is 
m Europe 

I came home to luncheon rather more troubled than usual, 
the two conversations having revealed once more the angles of 
the dilemma here Poor German people! 

February ig Wedntsday Today the newspapers reported 
that the Swiss Government has forbidden all Nazi organiza- 
tions This reveals once more the sad state of things in this 
famous country A week ago a Nazi propagandist in Switzer, 
land, named Gustloff, was murdered by a German Jew who 
had become a subject of Yugoslavia Gustloff had troubled the 
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Swiss people for several yean and their Minister here had 
more than once protested in \ain, as I did in 1934 against 
similar propaganda in the United States When the murder 
was known here, all German flags were put at half mast Not 
even Von Hindenburg’s death was treated with more public 
attention 'Hie dead man was brought slowly through Germany 
to his burial place in Mecklenburg Hitler made an amazingly 
aggressive attach on all Jews Other addresses were made W 
Hamburg and in other cities, tens of thousands of people listen 
ing, compelled to be present Secretary DieckhofT was ordered 
to represent the German Foreign Office where Hitler spoke. 

Today’s papers are full of attacks upon 'the Swiss, claiming 
that Nazi organizations abroad ought to be allowed to function, 
forgetting that Hitler published an order to the German Con 
sulatcs in the United States late in December that at the end 
of that month all Nazi organizations must be dissolved, even 
in our country where there are millions of Germans Now 
Switzerland is denounced throughout the country for doing 
what he said he had ordered xn America 

In addition to regular press attacks there was passed out to 
the press from Goebbels’ office a sarcastic statement that the 
Swiss would probably build a monument to honour the mur- 
derer" pf GustlofT They forget that the German Nazi leaders 
built a monument to the murderers of Rathenau, the greatest of 
ministers here since the war, and that each year flowers are laid 
about the monument to the murderers How can the press 
complain now if the Swiss newspapers call attention to the 
German monument to a murderer 9 

February 20 Thursday A New York Times man called this 
morning to report on a little trouble Birchall got into on ac- 
count of his story of Sir Enc Phipps’ interview with Hitler on 
December 13 His report corresponds with what I had learned 
from different sources It indicated that Hitler had gesticulated 
"rather violently and denounced the Russians as enemies whom , 
he must he ready to Bght, that be had no idea of 'bauhngjtims 
of any kind and would enter into no international conference 
on the subjects of aircraft or warships When this was reprinted 
from the Times account in the London Daily Telegraph, the 
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German Foreign Office, Dieckho’fT and others, informed the 
Times people here that Birchali must not return to Germany, 
that the police were instructed to keep him out. 

Somehow, Birchali is in Berlin and had a long talk with 
Dieckhoff yesterday. -As yet no one knows what is to be done. 
However, Birchali reported so favourably the German courtesy 
and treatment of the Olympic Games participants in Germany 
during the last two weeks that he was quoted a few days ago 
in the German press. Evidently Birchali made his peace, though 
I believe his story of the Hitler attitude of December 13 was 
correct. Anyway he is here. The Times man said : “I only wish 
I could leave this country. Everything here is in such a condi- 
tion and all of us newspaper people kept in such a state of mind 
thaw life is^ miserable.” But the American press authorities at 
home are 'so bent upon keeping their cleverest reporters here 
that I think these people will remain. The Olympic Games 
ml occur m the summer and they involve the expenditure of 
millions of dollars by foreigners in Germany, one of the greatest 
hopes of Dr. Schacht. 

Later in the day the finance expert of our stafTbrought me a 
typed German report quoting me as saying that on account of 
Hitler s illness, it had been decided that Gocring, General von 
Blomberg and Hess will be the next German triumvirate. The 
man who sent this circular is an intimate or finance circles here 
and receives pay Tor nonces of this sort 
I have telegraphed to Washington that rumours here over 
many weeks indicate that Hitler’s throat is in bad condition 
supposed to be cancer, and that the generals of the army abom 
January t, 1936, had held a meeting and agreed tothis tri 
umvirate in the order riven. The tu* • *. a * n ' 

I also had it from another official source My^ekmmdM*'’' 
say it was a fact, only that the above reuortJ hart^S 
Nosv, how does this story get back to fVrm a ,° I ? 1C t0 mc - 
that the British AmbassJo^^ed ^coin^r” ,bIC 
but he told me first about Goerinc’s h,; “ d ™ S f ? m me ’ 
coming-Fuehrer, a few days ago. I then told him RS * thc 

of thestory. It is possible once more that smni ° t ! ier part 

Department let this story out and that it ^ the State 

It may be true thaf somebody in Paris repo S 
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of the telegram, as a copy was sent there It is not an agreeab.V 
matter * 

February 25 Tuesday I lunched with Oechsner and R°>' 
Howard, head of the United Press, who has been around th £ 
world Howard is to see Hitler tomorrow at 12 30 He was not 
a little pleased at the prospect, though I told him he need not 
exp ect much I did not say that I would not see Hitler or Goer 
mg at any time on my own volition However, newspap cr 
people feel it to be a duty to see Hitler and Mussolini when 10 
Berlin and Rome 

February 2J Thursday Oechsner came to report what Hitler 
had said yesterday to Howard and himself They noticed that 
IBe Chancellor was very much troubled about something, but 
they had not observed that the armed guards about the palace 
were twice as numerous as hitherto This Mr Flack of the Em 
bassy had noticed yesterday as he came from the Foreign Office 
The reason was, he thought, the recent reports of the murderous 
putsch in Tokyo when three high officials is ere killed by army 
officers. There was cause for some concern when everybody 
knows there is much unhappiness m Germany The possibility 
always exists of another “June 30 ” 

February 28 Friday I recaved a report today from Cologne 
of a long conversation with Fntz Thyssen, the greatest manu- 
facturer of arms after the Krupps Th>ssen said be had git cn 
a great part of his fortune to help Hitler win his long struggle 
for his dictatorship He said he was troubled about the present 
situation and added that another June 30 purge was necessary 
to save Hitler’s regime He did not name the persons involved 
He was fearful that the radical wing of the Nazi Party was be- 
coming almost Communist However, he condemned severely 
the persecution of Catholics and Protestants which has been 
going on for two years 

I guess that his aim is to have Gocbbels, Rosenberg, Darre 
and the labour chiefs dismissed There have heen many rumours 
in Berlin about a possible shooting, and people who are sup- 
posed to know a good deal think Gocnng is the man who wiU 
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once more rid the country of people he docs not like. One story 
is that he will put Hitler out-ofthc way and himself become* the 
dictator. ' v 

Of the arrests already made, Catholics have been among the 
principal victims : reports say 200, preachers and others, perhaps 
half of them later released, though one can never know the 
facts. One thing the Nazis insist upon is the absolute control 
of all the young people, their religious instruction and general 
education, under the same methods applied now for nearly 
twenty years by the Communists of Russia. 


February sg. Saturday. At 12.30 I had a long talk with Secre- 
tary von Ncurath, entirely unofficial. He was more frank with 
me than on any previous occasion. I suspect that serious disputes 
have been going on between his wing of the government apd 
that dominated by Goering. He did not acknowledge spelt dis- 
putes, but when I asked him about the Franco-Soviet pact which 
has been denounced so often in the German press, he said that 
the plan of the French and the Russians really was not belliger- 
ent, that the Communist system was not equal to a war outside 
of Russian boundaries. They might fight bravely if attacked at 
‘home but they could not fight an offensive war, although they 
, did have a vast army. 7 

That was my idea, too, for I do not see how 170,000,000 
•''people can be too submissive to a Party government with hardly 
more than two million Party members. I did not say so but I 
believe Germany’s 68,000,000 would not offer complete unity 
if called upon to invade Belgium again, or Holland. 7 

..Then I reported to the Secretary that most of the xnfafttm 
from the Balkan states here had repeatedly said to me since thl 
second summer of my readence in Berlin that the independence 
or those states could be guaranteed only through the formation 
.ofa confederation for defence and peace. I asked him: WotSd 
you ionstder such a union as a menace to Germany? He re- 

dominates it.” 0 ^ *“ *»** ■>« Uy 

I said "eneireletnen, ■■ or 
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of the decli n i n g potfer and influence,, of the League of Nations 
from .which Germany has wthdra<vn If this process goes on we 
shall have the condition of 1914 again In fact we do have a 
similar situation, all states arming to the limit with France, 
^England, Russia on one side, and Italy, Germany and Japan 
on the other, but this I did not stress directly with Von Neurath 
He agreed that the danger is acute 

I said the Balkan states, if united, would be a strong guaran- 
tee of peace I urged Why not restore the League and settle 
boundary problems through conferences? He surprised me by 
saying “We are contemplating a return to the League on the 
condition that the Western powers agree to restore our colonies, 
allow us to re-enter, with our army, the demilitarized zone on 
the Rhine, and make certain concessions as to naval parity ” He 
insisted that colonies must be restored, -that the Rhine zone 
1 might possibly await diplomatic negotiations, that the Franco- 
Russian pact was not senous and that England had recaved 
German assent to naval arrangements about to be” made in 
London 

After some remarks about the folly of militarism and war, I 
asked him if Germany were about to make a spcaal alliance 
with Japan, which had been so often rumoured recently He 
evaded this with, “We might as well commit suicide .as enter 
another war,” but insisted that there was no sort of entente be 
tween Germany and Italy, also that Germany would not be' 
drawn into a war with Russia even if Japan did attack the 
Soviet Union So I got an answer to an important query with- 
t>out direct question 

I agree with him that Italy and Germany are not apt to co 
operate unless both find themselves m a defensive posiUon out- 
side the League But I cannot avoid the belief that German) 
would support Japan against Russia if it came to war There is 
much evidence here that Germany and Japan are in some way 
tied up Both Von Neurath and Schacht ha\csaid things which 
lead to that conclusion 

. 4 ,* J *iw, ay; J (nr cmptbsinu 1 iihri'ha* dluv* «hr 

was arguing tilings out with Hitler He insisted that the 
Fuehrer showed signs of compromise, especially about return- 
ing to Geneva Hus surprised me a little 
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March 5.. Thursday. THcre is considerable uneasiness These 
days. The Minister from Czechoslovakia came in this afternoon 
to talk of the difficulties of his country. I told him in confidence 
thiit Von Neurath had agreed with me that the union of the 
Balkan states for mutual defence and co-operation would nbt 
be an affront to Gcrmany'as long as no outside country was a 
party to it. This contradicted what he had heard was the Foreign 
Office attitude. I cannot always be quite sure that Von Neurath 
speaks the exact truth to me. However, I believe what he told 
me last Saturday was quite sincere. 

Then I added to my Czech friend : In view of the dangerous 
position of all smaller states bordering Germany, if I were an 
official of the Balkan zone, I would do my utmost to bring about 
such a union, not a strict union, like ours in the United States, 
but a confederation for mutual aid, economic and political. * He 
agreed with me, but indicated the great difficulties : 'Austria 
wants toTestore the Hapsburgs: Yugoslavia is very hostile to 
that idea ; Hungary is most hostile to Czechoslovakia ; and Bul- 
garia is not yet ready to do anything. 

I replied : If the Balkan populations of more than 80,000,000 
, do not find a way to unite, your independence will be lost/ Im- 
perialism is too strong in Germany, as you know. We parted, 

• both in agreement but doubtful that peoples of Europe know 
how to co-operate. He said he was leaving that evening for 
Prague whcreTie was to be the guest of President BencS. 

March 6 . Friday. The story is going around that Hitler is 
calling the Reichstag together for March 13, the day after the 
announced French ratification of the agreement with .Russia. 
The idea is that Hitler will issue some violent reply. What- 
ever is planned, there is considerable anxiety here, with meet- 
. ings of the dictator and his associates supposed Ur be .held 
frequently. ' - \ 

At 5.30 Mr. Gie, Minister from South Africa, called to report 
what he had learned during the League Commission session 
this week. He said Foreign Secretary Eden of England had 
insisted on oil sanctions against the Italians, but that the 
French Foreign- Secretary, Flandin, had opposed sanctions 
almost as sternly as Laval had done last December. It surprised 
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and .-angered Eden. The French were still bound, as they 
thought, by their pact of January, 1935, which guaranteed Italy 
as much of Ethiopia as she wished. It was a repetition of the 
blunder of December, 1935, one more Surrender to dictator 
Mussolini with 6,ooo war planes ready to attack the British 
fleet in the Mediterranean Sea. 

Mr. Gie was quite depressed to report Eden’s defeat and 
England’s danger of losing her position in Egypt. While all 
these powers have done things similar to Italy’s conquest of 
poor Ethiopia, it would seem that the League could find a way 
to stop such performances. Germany looks on and wonders 
when she will be able to seize weaker peoples. 

When I told Gie confidentially that Germany was consider- 
ing a return to the League on condition that her colonies of 
1914 be restored, he said: “That was discussed between Eden 
* and myself and he said England would agree to the granting 
of colonies to Germany only as mandates, so as to*avoid arming 
the natives, as France has done in Morocco.” He talked a little 
of the tense attitude here, 'but neither of us could guess what 
would be done when the Reichstag was called. 

March 7. Saturday. When I reached my office at 9.30 Coun- 
sellor Mayer reported that he must go at once to the Foreign 
Office to receive information which Dr. Diedkhoff had been 
asked to give us. Already the news had come that Hitler was 
to^address the Reichstag assembly today at 12^ o’clock ! When 
fZMayer returned at 1 1 o’clock, he brought a summary of Hitler’s 
propositions: he was sending some 30,000 troops into the 
demilitarized zone of the Rhineland ; he proposed an agreement 
. with ^.France and Belgium to demilitarize both sides of the 
' Rlune, alsd the Dutch border on the German side; he would 
denounce the Locarno pact between Germany, France, Italy 
and England because France was signing a pact with Russia; 
he would return to the League of Nations and be ready to limit 
aircraft with ’Western powers, and would demand the restora- 
tion of German colonies. * 

Dieckhoff hoped we would give this document to the Ameri- 
can press people here so they would cable at once to the United 
States what Hitler was doing and saying before the Reichstag. 
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We called the newspaper offices and gave them the information 
which was immediately sent across the Atlantic. 

Mayer and I then went to the Kroll Theatre near > the old 
Reichstag building to hear what was to be said. The hall was 
crowded. On the main floor were the members of the Reichstag, 
all in Nazi uniforms, men named by Hitler and paid by the 
<■ government just as if they were actually serving as legislators. 
They had been called together on short notice and they were 
to vote unanimously for whatever Hitler proposed. Of course it 
was ridiculous, but the assembled men did not show any signs 
of a sense of humour. 

The space reserved for the diplomats was fairly filled, though 
the French, the English, the Russian and the Polish Ambassa- 
dors were absent. At least the English and French had been in- 
formed what was coming, and they remained away on purpose. 

I sat next to the Turk, and next to him sat the Italian. * 

When Hitler rose to speak there was enormous applause, the 
diplomats all silent as is usual here. Madame von Neurath sat 
next*. to the Italian and she applauded, though I knew she was 
insincere in doing so. To the rear of Hitler sat Goering who 
looked very proud. To the right sat Lammers, one of his chief 
secretaries, in uniform ; on the left sat Frank, the head of the 
Nazi Bax Association. The Cabinet members were further to 
the right y Von Neurath, Gtlrtner, Minister of Justice, and 
Goebbels, who read the pages of a copy of Hitler’s speech and 
turned the leaves just as Hitler himself turned his pages.^Bc- 
hind Von Neurath sat Dr. Schacht with other members of the- 
Cabinet to his right. Hundreds of press people were in the gal-~ , 
lery. It was designed as a great occasion. Hitler speaking over 
the radio to all Germany and the world. v ' 

The speech lasted an hour and a half. It enumerated' the ‘ 
points already sent to us and dwelt at length upon the vicious- 
ness of the F ranco-Russian pact and also on the idea tliat?Ger- 
man culture .has been greatly improved and advanced since 
* 933 - 

It seemed to me very inconsistent to talk' about Wilson’s 
Fourteen Points and world peace and then devote fifteen min- 
utes to a denunciation of the Franco-Russian peace pact, its one 
purpose being proclaimed to be simply defence against an 
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and ; angered Eden. The Trench Were still bound, as they 
thought, by their pact ofjanuary, 1935, which guaranteed Italy 
as much of Ethiopia as she wished. It was a repetition of the 
blunder of December, 1935, one more surrender to dictator 
Mussolini with 6,000 war planes ready to attack the British 
fleet in the Mediterranean Sea. * 

Mr. Gie was quite depressed to report Eden’s defeat and 
England’s danger of losing her position in Egypt.' While all 
these powers have done things similar to Italy’s conquest of 
poor Ethiopia, it would seem that the League could find a way 
to stop such performances. Germany looks on and wonders 
when she will be able to seize weaker peoples. 

When I told Gie confidentially that Germany was consider- 
ing a return to the League on condition that her colonies of 
1914 be restored, he said: “That was discussed between Eden 
and myself and he said England would agree to the granting 
of colonics to Germany only as mandates, so as to ’avoid arming 
the natives', as France has done in Morocco.” He talked a little 
of the tense attitude here, 'but neither of us could guess what 
would be done when the Reichstag was called. 

March 7. Saturday. When I reached my office at 9 30 Coun- 
sellor Mayer reported that he must go at once to the Foreign 
Office to receive information which Dr. DieckhofF had been 
asked to give us. Already the news had come that Hider was 
to^address the Reichstag assembly today at 12 o’clock! When 
(.■Mayer returned at 1 1 o’clock, he brought a summary of Hider’s 
propositions: he was sending some 30,000 troops into the 
demilitarized zone of the Rhineland ; he proposed an. agreement / 
^ with ^France and Belgium to demilitarize both sides of the 
~ Rhine, also the Dutch border on the German side; he would 
denounce the Locarno pact between Germany, France, Italy 
and -England because France was signing a pact with Russia; 
he would return to the League of Nations and be ready to limit 
aircraft with Western powers, and would demand the restora- 
tion of German colonies. * 

DieckhofT hoped we would give this document to the Ameri- 
can press people here so they would cable at once to the United 
States what Hitler was doing and saying before the Reichstag. 
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We called the newspaper offices and gate tliem the information 
winch was immediately sent across the Atlantic. 

Mayer and I then went to the Krol! Theatre near-the old 
Reichstag building to hear what was to be said. The hall was 
crow ded. On the main floor w ere the members of the Reichstag, 

1 all in Nazi uniforms, men named by Hitler and paid by the 
' fl? vcmm = nt J mt “ if they were actually serving as legislators. 
They had been called together on short notice and they were 
to vote unanimously for whatever Hidcr proposed. Of course it 
was ridiculous, but the assembled men did not show any 3™ 
of a sense of humour. 1 b 

The space reserved for the diplomats was fairly filled, though 
die French the English, the Russian and the Polish Ambassa- 
dors were absent. At least the English and French had btZ. 
formed -what was coming, and they remained “ 

I sat neat to the Turk, and next to him sat the ItaIian P ” rP ° SC ' 
When Hider rose to speak there was cnonnousannl* , ’ 

diplomats all silent as is usual here. Madame von Neumth^ 
next. to the Italian and she applauded, though I ] sat 

insincere in doing so. To the rear of Hidcr sat Gocrin. ? 
looked very proud. To the right sat Lammets, one ofhh v h ° r 
secretaries, in uniform; on the left sat Frank, the head or’llf 
Nazi Bar Associadon. The Cabinet members were Gi^wf 
the nght; Von Ncurath, GUrtner, Minister of lj- l ° 
Goebbels who read the pages of a copy or Hidcr’s speech “a 
turned the eaves just as Hitler himselT turned his pagm'B, 
hind Von Ncumth sat Dr. Schacht with other memben of ft 
Cabrnet to his right Hundreds of press people weie in die - 
lery. It was designed as a great occasion, Hidcr speakin. ***' • 
the radio to aU Germany and the world Peakingovcr 

The speech lasted an hour and a half. It enumerated’ , l - 

^rft e r y ^ u° "? and d " dt at Ie "Sth upon the 
ness of the Tranco-Russian pact and also on the idea tlfaf Gr 
mtm eulture.has been gready improved and advanced st^ 

It seemed to me very inconsistent to talk' about Wilson- 
Fourteen Points and world peace and then devote fifteen m?„ S 
utes to a denunciation of the Franco-Russian peace pacUts^n' 
purpose being proclaimed to be simply defence agairnt™' 
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attach. At the same time Czechoslovakia was similarly de- 
nounced Anyone knows that little country of 14,000,000 people 
would never attack Germany. The long praise of Nazi culture 
was of course absurd, though it may be that Hitler is still fanatic 
enough to think Nazism is culture. The other points of the ad- 
dress were cleverly designed to weaken the relations between 
England and Trance It seemed to me Germany and Italy were 
acting in common If that is true, it will mean trouble for 
France 

At x 40 I left the hall, Hitler having been escorted away by 
hundreds of armed soldiers He is never without a vast guard 
As I came out of the room, the Dutch Minister showed much 
indignation He said to me “The Russian and Czechoslovak 
representatives here may consider resigning and I think the 
French Ambassador will go to Pans tonight ” I had not thought 
this would happen, but I agreed with him that the denuncia- 
tions he alluded to were certainly belligerent 

Mr Mayer who did not understand German very well was 
enthusiastic He had never seen such enthusiasm and he thought 
Hitler’s oratory was marvellous I indicated certain doubts but 
agreed the address was cleverly planned and thought it another 
strategic moment to call a national election 'The reoccupation 
of the Rhine country and the humiliation of Trance are likely 
to give Hitler’s candidates for the new Reichstag overwhelm- 
ing support Since Hitler nominates one candidate for each 
district and allows no other nomination, there is no choice for 
voters They may cast blank ballots or not vote at all, but they 
“ risk imprisonment by doing so 

It was high time for luncheon The rest of the day was spent 
m the office where rumours from anxious Pans and London were 
reported One crisis after another has been the rule here since 
our arrival m July, 1933 

March 9 'Monday My friend, Limburg-Stirum, called about 
1 2 o’clock He is a democratic aristocrat, member of a 400-year- 
old Dutch family, and has been m Berlin for ten or twelve 
years His own government is very doubtful what to do in case 
France succeeds in applying sanctions to Germany on account 
of the march into the Rhine and the German denunciation of 
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the Locarno Treaty. The economic life of the Netherlands de- 
pends very much on exports to Germany. Also Germany owes 
the Dutch people a great deal of money. 

But the Minister’s personal opinion is bitterly opposed to the 
HitlcT policy which he says is aimed at annexations in the 
Balkan and Baltic zones. In ease the Rhineland is made neutral 
as Hitler suggests — a stretch of country from Basle, Switzer- 
land, to northern Holland thirty miles wide on each side of the 
historic river — there can be no interference from the French 
side when Germany annexes Czechoslovakia, Austria, Lithuania 
or Esthonia. The Minister thinks that is the scheme and that 
Holland too is considered as ripe for annexation. I am inclined 
to agree. Certainly the vast preparations here and the unprece- 
dented propaganda for annexations of countries where Germans 
live would indicate this. v 

* March 10. Tuesday. Baron Albert Dufour von Feronce, de- 
scendant of French Huguenots who have lived here since the 
end of the seventeenth century, came apparently to persuade me 
that Hitler means no aggression, that the French-Soviet pact 
was contrary to the Locarno Treaty and that the march of 
36,000 troops into the Rhineland was entirely justified. He was 
formerly German Minister to Yugoslavia, was long in _ the 
diplomatic service and is now on a pension. He revealed the 
enthusiasm almost of a Nazi Party chief, though he is supposed 
to be in opposition to the Hitler regime. He was enthusiastic 
about what he calls German honour and the right to violate a. 
treaty in order to militarize the area demilitarized in 191 g. He 
represents, as 1 believe, 90 per cent of Germany although it is 
the general supposition that no more than 40 per cent of the 
population is actually Nazi in faith. This shows' how clever 
Vitlnn , ra£ 1 : ruTlanmnrghir S ' 4 cnlKt-di'i{xardn 7. 

March 12. Thursday. On account of the tense feeling here I 
went to see the Polish Ambassador, Lipski, at 12 o’clock in the 
hope of learning what the Polish Government actually thinks 
about its situation. He indicated great anxiety t “Germany owes 
us §15,000,000 for freight and passenger service between Ger- * 
many an$ East Prussia; Schacht says Germany can pay only in 
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goods'; we insist on gold or foreign exchange payment; the two 
months* dispute is now referred to Hitler. What he will do I 
cannot guess.” But, I said, the Germans plan going back and 
forth to East Prussia over the Baltic Sea on German boats. 
What will you do? He said : “We can make no objections, but 
we want the payment of a perfectly honest debt and shall close 
the railroad across the Corridor if we are not paid.” 

When I asked about the German-French quarrel over the 
Locarno pact, he said : “We are with France if it corpes to war, 
but we have a treaty with Germany which is valuable as long 
as peace prevails. Our treaty with France takes precedence in 
case Germany attacks France.” He added: “We do not favour 
applying sanctions against Germany because of her violation of 
the Locarno Treaty. That would be terrible for Germany and 
cause a repudiation of debts and perhaps produce war.” 

When I asked what could be done at the London conference, 
he said he could not see what could be done, but that Poland 
would support England, not France. This seemed to me in vio- 
lation of the French-Polish treaty of which he had spoken so 
’approvingly. He revealed what one notes every day here : the 
complicated nature of relations, racial, economic and political. 
Poland owes her independence to the United States, England 
and France. She was to have been practically annexed to 
Germany under the treaty of Brest-Litovsk, but the entrance of 
the United States into the war defeated the enforcement of that 
treaty. Yet' Poland can hardly move right, rear or left without 
a conflict and a possible subordination to Germany. 

March 13. Friday. This evening Hitler spoke to a vast crowd 
in Karlsruhe on the Rhine. He repeated much of the speech of 
March 7, with the suggestion that France and Germany em- 
brace each other as friends He was emotional as usual. His 
crowd may have been half voluntary, but as usual vast crowds 
were ordered to attend from cities as far away as Freiburg. One 
can never say in Germany what an audience really thinks of 
Hitler, Goering or Gocbbcls, because no one dares oppose what 
these members of the triumvirate have to say on any subject. 

March 14. Saturday. I am told Hitler held Cabinet and official 
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conferences all day tqday, that Sir Eric Phipps saw Von Ncximth 
to give the British view of what Germany must do to avoid 
possible 'war, an 4 that Von Ncurath argued long with the 
Fuehrer. There is much anxiety. However, Hitler speaks at 
Munich tonight, taking a flying machine about 8 p.m. He will 
repeat what he said at Karlsruhe and have hundreds of thou- 
sands of hearers in the city. 

v March 15. Sunday. Hitler returned early today for another 
conference about the German-French dilemma and I hear the 
British Ambassador spoke with him rather violently. This is 
surprising to me for Sir Eric is a most gentle and suave English- 
man. It only means that the situation is dangerous, though 
I think war unlikely. 

• March 16. Monday. We all went rather late to a musical at 
the Soviet Embassy. The music was extremely good. There was 
a large croivd but only a few Germans were there, nobody in 
official positions. It was rather unfortunate as the Germans need 
very much to sell goods in Russia for gold. However, Hitler’s 
formal denunciation of Russia in his March 7 speech had al- 
ready had the effect of closing trade negotiations with a Soviet 
commission which had been here some time. Wisdom is not 
a Hitler-Goering-Goebbels quality, though cleverness as to 
dom'estic affairs cannot be denied them. 

The former Ambassador to Soviet Russia, Nadolny, was 
present and very frank in his criticism of the present system here. 
The Soviet Ambassador was a perfect gentleman in every way : 
manners, dress and bearing such as even the French Ambassador 
could not surpass. Although the Russian officials and servants 
eat together in the kitchen each day, according to reports, 
and are very simple in every way privately, there was the most 
protocol bearing all evening in the enormous palace rooms, and 
a vast and wonderful spread of foods of all varieties in the most 
costly dishes on along, broad table. Some aoo crowded into the 
dining-hall about 1 1.30 as we were leaving. 

March 18. Wednesday. 1 went to see Von Neurath at 11.30 
to get his 'reactions to events since March 7. He was suave and 

L2 
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smiling as iF everything he had discussed with me February 29 
had worked out according to his advice. He even denied what 
he told me on the former occasion, namely, that he whs urging 
a diplomatic solution of the Rhine demilitarization matter. I 
suppose it is impossible to trust even the more conservative 
members of the government. His attitude on the Rhine deci- 
sion was rather more surprising because I was sure he did not 
favour marching soldiers into the Rhine zone in violation of the 
Locarno pact. He talked as if everything were going in the best 
possible way. His hope was that the London negotiations would 
be delayed until May when both Germany and France will have 
had elections. As if Hitler ever had real elections I 

I went from the Foreign Office to the Reichsbank to talk with 
Dr. Schacht who I know is not a Nazi. Schacht talked nearly 
an hour. He was of the same temper and tone as Von Neurath 
Everything is going fine. Germany has her Rhine territory 
again, she will soon have a restoration of colonies, then perhaps 
join the League and re-establish peace all-over Europe. His 
only anxiety was about German exports which he said were de- 
clining on account of the nervousness of other countries. But 
that hfe thought Would not continue. I never sa\y the great 
finance chief so optimistic in my life. Certainly Hitler’s stroke 
of March 7 has had effects. I did not consider all I heard worth 
a half-page telegram, and so sent nothing. ' 

March 23. Monday. We sent a long careful telegram last 
Friday giving the facts about the possible exchange of the 
BlUcher Palace at Brandenburger Tor for a large place on the 
TiergartenStrasse. The palace is under the very doors of a Ger- 
man Government building and on such a busy street that I have 
doubted its value as offices and residence for the U.S. Embassy. 

It would require S 1,000,000 or more to put it into order, having 
cost us $1,700,000 in 1931. The German authorities have 
offered to give us offices and residences for all our officials here 
and two acres of open park around them in exchange for the 
palace. Secretary Phillips., when. he, wax.her.ft., wbsl enthusiastic 
for the exchange. Former Ambassador Schurman, here in 
November, was of the Same opinion. So we sent all possible in- 
formation and I Urged a quick decision in Washington. As we 
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were about ready to get the message off, Consul-General Jenkins 
sent a protest preferring the BlUcher Palace in spite of all the 
extra expense. I included his statement with the rest. 

March 26. Thursday. Professor Richter, one-half or one- 
fourth Jew, j dismissed from the University of Berlin in 1934, ■ 
a very able man interested mainly in the history of German 
literature, came this morning to say farewell. He is moving to 
Baden about two miles from Basle, Switzerland, where he 
wishes to send his children to school. It is a very attractive and 
agreeable family. My son spent some months in their house to 
learn German, and also to study history, in 1935. I was de- 
pressed by the story he told. But such conditions are reported 
to me nearly every day. 

' Two people, Jews, who had lived in England nearly two 
years, returned a year ago thinking they could teach in a Jewish 
school here.' They were promptly thrust into jail where they 
still remain. The -husband’s mother lives in Chicago and my 
friend Professor Ferdinand Schevill wrote me a few days ago , 
begging me to get them out of jail if possible. They would at 
once depart for Palestine. * - 

I asked Mr. Grist to speak quite personally bn his own 
account to the Secret Police chief here, Himmler, when he had 
occasion to see him about other matters. He did so and showed 
Schevill’s letter to him. Himmler said he would release the 
couple before long, but asked Geist to assist him to locate Com- 
munists here whom he would imprison and perhaps even put 
to death. I am doubtful about the release of the poor Jews 
entirely guiltless as far as we. can learn. 

March 27. Friday. Mattie and I drove through Leipzig to 

we wished to 

see the famous medieval castle where Luther was hidden away 
from the Imperial authorities for nearly a year. We had had 
beautiful weather for a week and had thought the prospect trood 
for a delightful journey. 

March 28. Saturday. A grand demonstration has been given 
all the way from Berlin to Eisenach of the enthusiasm of the 
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German people fqr the Fuehrer and his recent drive of troops 
into the demilitarized zone in the Rhineland. As noted earlier, 
Hitler, Goering and Goebbels have made speeches almost every 
day or night all over Germany calling upon everybody to vote 
approval of the .March 7 announcement of foreign policy. In 
Leipzig, where one can hardly imagine everybody ready to 
shouf, all hurrahed Lor the Fuehrer. There were flags flying 
from nearly every house and apartment, big flags and little, 
all the Hakenkreuz] hideous to look at when one thinks of what 
they mean. , 

While we were in Weimar, Goering was speaking over the 
radio and people were gathered in the streets to listen, where 
there were radio loud-speakers. The people would raise their 
right hands and say “Heil Hitler” as they left. The managers 
of the Goethe-Schiller houses did the same when we entered. 

I simply said “Good evening.” They showed no resentment. 

It was a rather striking tiring to note in old Weimar, the 
one-time centre of German civilization, that almost all the 
houses were flying Hitler flags. How much of all this was 
coerced I could not guess. In Eisleben, where Luther repre- 
sented the famous German ideal of religious liberty in 1521, 
-there were the same hurrahs for the regime which now denies 
all freedom. On our way to Berlin today we stopped an hour 
in Halle to get luncheon. The old university town of Lutheran 
ideals for three centuries and more showed the same sort of 
enthusiasm we had seen everywhere else. 

All this is over an election in which there is no choice of 
candidates { Hitler had issued a list of names of candidates for 
all the districts of Germany soon after his speech March 7, with 
no alternative names. Ballots were printed with a circle in 
which the voter was to indicate approval. He might write 
“No,” but if he did so he was liable to be arrested and im- 
prisoned. Only people willing to risk their lives could write 
“No." This was understood from the beginning. Yet Leipzig, 

. Weimar, Eisleben, Eisenach and Halle were shouting approval 
of rfar wftuAr campaign. 

As we drove into Berlin about 5 p m., two great Zeppelins 
were flying slowly over the city. People were crowded every- 
where to watch them and pick up cards and leaflets dropped 
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down which asked people to vote unanimously for “liberty, 
equality and peace.” Eckener, the captain ofthe new Zeppelin, 
the Hindenburg , was supposed to direct the flights. 

March 29. Sunday . Today was election day. All the servants 
who help keep our house in order, men and women, voted joy- 
ously, it appeared, though some compulsion was evident in their 
behaviour. However, Fritz the butler, who fought as a private 
on the Russian front during the World War, showed his re- 
joicing spirit in reference to the Teoccupation of the demili- 
tarized zone, symbolizing a hatred of France which he freely 
indicated. 

March 30. Monday. Returns from yesterday’s plebiscite 
showed about 95 per cent of all Germans had voted approval 
of Hitler’s policies. The papers had little else this morning, 
no indication anywhere of the slightest displeasure about a , 
coerced election or a Reichstag body which meets perhaps once 
a year to shout “Heil Hitler” when he makes a speech. I have 
attended two of these so-called Reichstag gatherings and'ort v 
both occasions not a word was spoken by members, except 
"Heil Hitler” at pauses in his speech. 

Our newspapers reported yesterday’s election and*a reporter 
told me that in the old Communist areas of Berlin there were 
25 per cent opposition votes. These negative votes were not 
allowed to be reported. Dr. Goebbels is shouting thanks in all 
the German papers for the amazing, free election and the un- 
precedented enthusiasm of the great, free German population ! 

April 4. Saturday. To my surprise the Soviet 'Ambassador 
came to the office this morning. He stayed nearly an hour, talk- 
ing about the French dilemma, the lessening ofthe tension be- 
tween Russia and Japan and the dangers in the Balkan zone. 
He agreed with me as to the importance of friendly co-opera- 
tion of those little states, but doubted its possibility. He in- 
sisted as before that Russia is not aggressive anywhere. She- 
only wants peace. 

The Fuehrer, after two or three days of conferences with a 
Cabinet whose members dare not oppose him, except in con- 
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vcrsations before final decisions, has disappeared for a two or 
three weeks’ vacation in south Germany, I think at Berchtes- 
gaden in the mountain area of Bavaria where he looks longingly 
over the Austrian border at his homeland. 

We learn today that some Austrian and Czechoslovak Ger- 
mans are new members of the Reichstag. The fact that Hitler 
decreed them members is symbolic of his so-called peace policy. 
The claim of the right to annex parts or all of these countries 
is thus subtly announced. If the United States made Americans 
who have homes in Mexico and are Mexican citizens members 
of Congress there would be a world-wide commotion. Yet not 
a word is said here or elsewhere about these new Reichstag 
members. The German propagandist in Switzerland, killed two 
months ago by a Jew, only represented a similar feeling of the 
Hitler party towards Switzerland. 

Naturally all small countries lying next to Germany are un- 
easy. The maps which show them as parts of the Third Reich 
arc still circulating. If Hitler is able to build his fortifications 
, along the French front to match the French fortifications, then 
“ he may at any convenient moment put his great army on the 
Austrian or even the Polish frontier, annex as much territory 
^ as he wishes and then call upon the enthusiastic German people 
-*to give him another unanimous vote of approval. A ten-year 
peace would enable him to do anything he wishes; therefore, 
“peace and prosperity” arc his slogans. 

Yet today’s papers announce that 4,0 00,000 bo ys between ten 
and fourteen are to be compelled to wear knives. These are 
evidences ofhonour. They are to be worn, as arc the daggers by 
boys between fourteen and eighteen, and the young boys are 
to be trained in military performances in all the schools, as are 
the older ones. Even young women are trained in certain war 
services. This spells “peace” in the Hitler language. How can 
Von Schirach and Rosenberg, intimate counsellors of the 
Fuehrer, proclaim Hitler a second Jesus Christ before vast 
public gatherings and be applauded to the limit? 

Roy Howard had a long interview with the Fuehrer two 
months ago. When Hitler complained violently about the 34° 
Germans per square mile with no land to go to, Howard said, 
“Why do you then pay every woman for her third child, with 
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more for her fourth one, and why pay people to marry?’. The 
Fuehrer could not reply without giving his real mottvt. Me 
refused to answer and later forbade publication or this m the 
interview. In yesterday’s Paris Hrrald, it was announced from 
Berlin that the German Government had given $125,000,000 
to couples who have married since 1933* A* 1 increasing popu- 
lation for the Third Reich means either war or “ peaceful 
seizure of other peoples’ land. 

April 6 . Monday. Messersmith came to our house for a lun- 
cheon today where some twenty-five people took seats at the 
table, the wife of the unhappy French Ambassador on my 
right. Others were the new Chinese Ambassador, who reports 
that he attended my history lectures in Chicago ; the Austrian 
Minuter; TJdet, the great pilot and air adviser to Goering; 
Consul-General Jenkins ; and Mr. Wright, a mining expert of 
the Interior Department in Washington who is making a com- 
plete survey of European mineral resources. This was the usual 
“show” luncheon we give, absolutely necessary from the diplo- ^ 
matic point of view, perhaps not so bad since we always have 
a number of Germans whom we have met and they can thus 
see what sort of folk Americans are. - ' . 

Messersmith reported that the Austrians arc very uneasy. 
Schuschnigg, the Chancellor, had been in conference with 
Mussolini on March i8 and 19 and as a result Austria ordered 
universal military service which the Italian dictator had 
recommended. Messersmith was convinced the Italians would 
help Austria in case of a German attack. 

I told him I had my doubts because Italy wants to annex 
Egypt and if Germany will approve that, Mussolini will ap- 
prove German annexation of Austria. He reported that Musso- 
lini had said he hated Hitler, the very sight of him. That I 
thought was for effect on Schuschnigg rather than an expres- 
sion of real hatred, though I do not think* the two dictators love 
each other. Germans hate Italy to the limit and Italians feel 
the same towards the Germans, much as the latter spend their 
savings m Venice, Florence, Rome and Naples. 

I expressed my opinion to Messersmith that Italy will hold 
Albania, keep close to Austria and threaten Yugoslavia until 
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tlic Mediterranean struggle comes. Then she will yield .Aus- 
tria, take Egypt and allow Germany to have the Balkan states 
she demands if she has control of Palestine, Greece and Syria. 
Mussolini will re-establish the Roman dictatorship, Germany 
will become the master of Austria, Czechoslovakia and Hun- 
gary. If the Germans build th&r fortifications as planned on 
the French frontier, there will be nobody to stop her moves. 
Messersmith' was not of a really different view, and he agreed 
that the poor Balkan peoples so hate one another that they 
invite this. 

April 7. Tuesday, I called on Secretary von Btilow today. He 
is not a Nazi and is reported never to have conferred with Hit- 
ler about anything. Von Billow answered many questions re- 
servedly. He said: “Economically Mussolini owns Albania. 
That distresses our friends, the clever Yugoslavs, but we have 
made no protests. As to Austria, we are doing nothing, and we 
would make no* protest if Mussolini annexed Egypt. As to the 
possibility of war, there is none. France is excited but their 
* generals do not, favour war now and their people are dead 
tgainst hostilities. on account of Hitler’s Rhine occupation.” 

- This was nothing new at all, and I cannot see why he took 
the time he did. Practically all Germans want to control, if not 
annex, everything between their present eastern boundary and 
the Black Sea. Not even an educated republican German ob- 
jefts to the great risks in this direction. That would mean an 
empire of 150,060,000 people and control of all Europe as the 
United States once thought of controlling all the two Americas. 

Next, I went to see the British Ambassador on the same 
street. Sir Eric Phipps is not the best-informed man on Euro- 
pean history, but he knows contemporary Europe as few others 
do. In January he was ready to help his government to the 
limit against German aggression and willing to support the 
French-Soviet pact, wangled over in Europe for a year. He 
had said then that France and England were offering a solid 
front and Italy was expected to join them. 

Today he was uncertain about what his country should do in 
any direction. All Europe is In a critical situation. Italy may 
$cize all Ethiopia and even Egypt, which would mean irame* 
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diatc war in the Mediterranean. France might break across the 
German western frontier which England would not support. 
Germany is preparing to the limit for eastern aggression and 
England won’t do anything. I said : That means a new Europe, 
with France declining, England-losing her empire and Germany 
becoming the master of all. *'* ^ 

April 11. Saturday. William N. Enstrom, representing the 
Irving Trust Co. of New York, came in for a talk about the 
financial situation here. I had to refer him to our finance ex- 
pert, Mr. Flack, and finally to Dr. Schacht who is now on his 
vacation in South Germany, near Basle where he goes monthly 
to confer with international bankers. Enstrom revealed an atti- 
tude towards Roosevelt which surprised me. Surely he was not 
simply drawing me out 1 He predicted the President’s re-election 
by a large margin and he also said a defeat would be calamity. , 
It is rare that a great bank official expresses such views. 

We are at the end of the week during which England and 
France have laboured at Geneva to find some way out of the . 
dilemma which has been growing worse every week since 
December 15, 1935. The British Foreign Secretary Eden is 
the only eminent leader in Europe who seems to understand 
the drift. . 

Italy is fighting with increasing success in Ethiopia, aiming 
to control the Mediterranean and cut off England from her vast 
Far Eastern possessions. Mussolini thinks himself a new ^Caesar 
entitled to recover what Rome controlled 2,000 years ago. If 
he succeeds, England’s power declines as did that of the 
Netherlands after 1713 — a sad move for Europe. 

Anthony Eden saw this danger and urged the stopping of 
Mussolini’s ruthless war by sanctions on all war supplies. But 
the Foreign Secretary, Hoaie, influenced by great oil and other 
corporations, agreed with the French Foreign Secretary, Laval 
to defeat Eden and leave Mussolini a fairly free course of 
conquest. France had promised Mussolini everything he asked 
in January, 1935, in a secret agreement contrary to French 
obligations as a member of the League of Nations. 

When the Hoare-Laval announcement was made in Decem- 
ber, Mussolini saw his way to Caesar’s position more clearlv. 
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England was so perturbed that Hoare was compelled to -resign 
and Eden was appointed Foreign Secretary: too late to save 
England’s case in the League. France still hoped, to enlist the 
Italians on her side in case of a German threaf of war. But 
'Hitler quickly saw his opportunity", "and Goebbels spoke on De- 
cember 17 in praise of Mussolini," saying his success meant Ger- 
man recovery of her colonies. From December 15 to March 6, 
high German officials worked and conferred with army officers 
for a united front to seize the demilitarized Rhine zone, de- 
nouncing the French-Soviet peace pact and asking for all the 
German colonies of 1914. The German people, who hate Italians 
as much or more than the French, rallied slowly, and on March 7 
came the strategic Hitler appeal to Europe. On March 29 
came* the plebiscite which gave Hitler a 95 per cent vote. 

This week the League arid Locarno conferences have been 
held in the vast palace in Geneva. Eden could do nothing. 
Flandin, French Foreign Secretary, would do nothing. The two 
dictators are happier than they have ever been before. The 
small European states, Holland, Denmark, Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania and others, are more uneasy than at any time since 
the end of the World War. Austria is the next objective of 
Hitler, and Egypt the next ambition of Mussolini. At least this 
appears to be true from all the evidence available. England and 
France, having failed to see realities, have put themselves in 
dangerous positions and practically ruined the League, their 
one hope of avoiding war. 

April 16. Thursday. I went to say good-bye to Von Billow, 
perhaps the most sensible and charming man in the Foreign 
Office. He talked about the dangerous and wicked war of 
Mussolini and agreed that he is certainly a menace to European 
peace. However, he added, he believes Mussolini is not so 
near to the mastery of all Ethiopia as he proclaims. He 
foresees complete surrender because he fears the coming rainy 
season may defeat him. His economic situation is exceedingly 
dangerous. 

Von Bulow informed me “the French Government is prepar- 
ing a series of questions to be sent us next week. They have to 
do with the Locarno question and the proposed peace of Hitler. 
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We can answer the questions fairly well, but they wired us not 
to reply until the elections are over in France, on May 3, so 
we are convinced there is nothing very pressing. It seems to me 
peace is fairly secure for months to come. The League can do 
nothing but talk and delay: In case France were to agree to- 
have no alliances, I think we all might unite in a European'' 
League for Mutual Security.” _ ^ 

At luncheon we sat down with some interesting people at our 
table : Dr. Hugo Eckener, the great Zeppelin engineer who has 
just returned from Brazil, Karl von Wiegand, the United Press 
general representative William Philip Simms, and Counsellor 
Mayer. Dr. Eckener was the one man who interested us all. 
He declined to fly his ship and propagandize for Hitler on 
April 28 and 29 when the new Zeppelin, the Hmdenbufg , was 
ordered to fly all over Germany. -That caused Goebbels to see 
Hitler and ask what should be done to the indispensable cap- 
tain. It is reported that Hitler ranted and shouted that the' 
man must be dismissed. That was not possible, and Goebbels 
gave the German press an order never again to mention Dr. 
Eckener’ s name. Although the Hindenburg was caught in_a 
dangerous storm on the way back from Brazil last week and 
the machinery damaged, there was no mention of the com- 
mander’s name. 

When Dr. Eckener talked at table about a flight to" the 
United States, I said: “You might take Dr. Goebbels with you 
and let him see the United States.” Dr. Eckener seemed 
amazed and, after a pause, everybody roared with laughter. 
The joke was understood. Later the flier explained his plans 
for going to the United States and calling on President Roose- 
. velt. But he insisted that Goebbels must recall his order or he 
would resign and there would be no flight this year across the 
dangerous North Atlantic. I am wondering what Hitler will 
order to be done. 

April 18. Saturday. I began my long journey back to the 
United States this morning, driving to Hamburg, my wife and 
daughter with me. We arrived in Hamburg at 4.15 but lost 
nearly a half hour in finding the City of Baltimore.' There had 
been rain and snow all the way from Berlin to Hamburg. The 
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country looked beautiful for that part of Germany, >vhcat, 
barley, rye everywhere and quite green for the season 

April. 19 Sunday In bed all day, but the sea i/as beautiful^ 
this old sea where thousands of ships, of peace and war, must 
lie on the bottom, and perhaps millions of men’s bones in them 
What a sad story if the real history of these waters could be 
known since the time of Julius Caesar! I never sail over this 
region without wondering what poor mankind has done here 

As night approached, I was out a few minutes on the deck 
to view the southern coast of England where the Romans first 
went across to capture the attractive country, where the Saxons 
in the fifth and sixth centuries entered to crowd the mixed Celts 
and Romans westward, and where the Normans landed in 1066 
to conquer the people who had been organized and made a 
nation by Alfred the Great, whose monument I pondered upon 
in October, 1928, in the beautiful English town of Winchester 

Poor, nch, powerful England, for three hundred years the 
leading cultural country of the world, the builder of the amaz* 
mg empire of 1600 to 19 1:4 — now beginning to decline If Italy 
seizes her strategic positions in the Mediterranean, as Mussolini 
plans to do, the Empire will begin to fall to pieces If Ger- 
many under Hitler or his successor seizes the control of the 
Balkan states to Constantinople, as planned, then England loses 
her leadership of western Europe To me these moves seem 
logical, tragic but inevitable They will be calamitous for the 
ideals of the English people whose leaders during the past six 
or eight years have made the saddest blunders possible 

April 23 Wednesday I am instinctively of a nervous nature 
My food does not digest properly, headaches spread over the 
nerve connections between the stomach, shoulders and brain 
until sleep is almost impossible, and that only adds to the dis- 
comfort of ocean travel While I am never seasick in the ordi- 
nary sense, I was m bed all day yesterday reading a German 
book on Roosevelt and His Revolution trying to counteract the 
influence of the stormy sea and rolling stateroom There was 
no quiet until 1 o’clock, the ship moving steadily The book on 
the President and his task is good, though not altogether zrght 
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The Atlantic is certainly a rough part of the world, where 
most sea trade goes on from year to year. Somehow boat life 
annoys me. I can’t imagine mySelf in the position of an^oflicer 
or seaman even on the safest of vessels. Such a life is incom- 
prehensible to me. Yet the men on this ship seem to bc-quite 
content with’ their dives. 

June 22. Monday. I arrived here, the University of Chicago, 
Saturday morning in the best of health. Six weeks at my Round 
Hill farm, “Stoneleigh,” were among the best of my life. The 
State Department agreed to leave me as free from interruption 
as possible and the arrangement was observed strictly. I was 
outdoors in the warm sun about ten hours each day, working a 
little here, a little there, helping to build an annex to my.housc 
for a library, improving roads that needed repairs very much, » 
and even supervising the hauling of rocks necessary to build the 1 
annex. The work was not too heavy at any time but quite 
useful to the simple fellow who were working for me. 

There were people who seemed amazed that I should work 
with ordinary labourers, but anyone could see that without my ’ 
help they would not have done more than half what they did. 
The weather was so beautiful and my dairy farm was in the best 
condition I have seen it in years, with a fine com crop growing 
in spite of a brief drought in May. The thirty cows yield Sr 75 
a month. If the present tenant learns how to raise all needful 
feed, he will really make a net profit, even with the low milk 
prices in Washington. The only criticism I had to make of the 
tenant was about his cardess treatment of the hones which I 
furnished him. 

This morning the news came from Berlin that my friend 
Secretary von Billow of the Yoreiyn Office j* .dead Xt JL° jiad 
news to me. He was one of the noble figures in the sad complex 
in Berlin. He took cold a few days ago and the cold drifted into 
pneumonia and he could not rally against it— one of the things 
I fear will happen to me. We both were quite sensitive to cold 
both having little electric heaters near our desks in our offices. I 
sent a cableto Secretary von Neurath indicating my greatsorrow 
Von Billow was a genuine patriot and many times indicated to 
me his real feelings about the regime under which he worked. 
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June 28. Sunday. This university where I first appeared on 
Andrew_C. McLaughlinVinvitation in the summer of 1908, is. 
the -most appealing to me of any in the world, perhaps this is 
partisanship, but certainly there are many real," iruth-seeMng 
professors and* many promising young scholars coming here 
every year. President Hutchins, whose caU'depeftded in 1929 
a good deal on 'what Professor Charles' E. Mem am and I 
thought of him, is very- able and ambitious, sometimes very 
unwise in his methods of selecting new scholars for different 
faculties. He is now away; perhaps he is away on purpose while 
I am here. He knows my difference of opinion with him in 
some important matters. His article in the current Tale Rimtw 
shows his theoretical attitude. v 

I think universities should be free-thinking and free-speaking 
centres of stud/ and research. He thinks the same, but has the 
idea that presidents should select professors without the agree- 
ment of the faculty members already at work who know the 
prospective scholars far better than he can know them. He has 
the dictatorship idea in this and reorganization matters. My way 
would be faculty recommendation, debate and majority deci- 
sions. That would increase the interest and effectiveness of schol- 
ars, always tempted to be absorbed in their own fields of work. 

July x. Wednesday. I talked last night on world commerce 
and free trade, on the industrial-financial revolutions which - 
paralleled the amazing trade profits of 1846 to 1912, on the 
abnormal building of great cities, and finally on the World War 
and its effects on economic-social life everywhere between 19 1 ® 
and 1936 I have never had such close attention, and at the end 
the applause surpassed anything I have ever experienced. All 
the papers and press people had a full outline of what I said, 
but I was sure the Chicago papers would not publish it. This 
morning I noted that the Tribune tried to exploit what I said 
parenthetically about Woodrow Wilson in the hope of injuring 
his fame. The Daily Jicws put a brief story on page to, the 
Tribune on page 4. The Hcarst papers printed only two inches, 
after their reporters had spent a half hour with me trying in 
vain to get an interview on Europe and making half a dozen 
snapshot pictures. 
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July 21 . Tuesday. I have to leave Chicago tonight for .Cleve- 
land where I am to speak once more on the Dilemma of Modem 
Civilization , which the Chicago ‘papers have been unwilling to 
Teport. The editors are big business men who think protective 
tariffs are a blessing^ who still think they can sell abroad no 
matter how little jhey Jouy and Who do notJikc my accounts 
of the way our country has paid its debts after wars.' Moreover, 
every paper here of any wide circulation is'dead against Roose- 
velt and cannot allow even an historic approach to the dilemma. 
This is an attitude of the press the President has had to contend 
with from the beginning. But other papers, only a few about 
the country, call attention to my warnings against the dangers 
ahead. 

My work here has been heavy. Great numbers of most com- 
petent students who are teachers in all parts, of the country - 
have taken my time. Prom what they say the university’s merg- » 
ing of history into the social sciences as a minor subject is mbst 
discouraging. They lament the failure of the university to give 
American history in a large comprehensive way, and add that 
they cannot get sufficient knowledge except upon their own 
initiative and with library work. This is Hutchins’ system I 
have long feared his scheme oflimiting departments and avoid- 
ing departmental selection of professors would greatly injure 
this institution. Nothing is more important than eminent pro- 
fessors developing their subjects their own way, first being sure 
the. professors are worthy of appointment. I am distressed at 
Chicago University. Sometimes I wish I might again bring 
pressure to bear here. 


J“ l l **• Fnda J- Dnvln g down to Washington, where the 
weather was most oppressive, J saw Secretary Hull. We talked 
(reely a few minutes about the failure of the German commrs- 
sioners who were recently with him and the possibility of Roose- 
velt s defeat. I regretted that Germany could make no changes 
in her bilateral commercial treaties. This meant the application 
or a penalty tanff on German imports, since Germany could 
uot, under Hitler, open her market to American exports: the 
sad plight of modem industrial countries. 

As to Roosevelt's re-election, Hull said he was fhirly certain 
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of success, but, he added, the President cannot speak “what you 
and I believe the truth about tariff follies. The people are now 
protectionists.” If this is correct it is the first time in American 
history when protective tariffs'would receive a majority vote. 

Washington is the most disagreeable .city I know in some 
respects. 'TJie^traffic is concentrated about Pennsylvania and 
Constitution Avenues in such a way as to r make movements in 
a car or on foot most difficult and dangerous. The construction 
of government buildings close together reminds one of the 
stupidity'* of the Loop district of Chicago where millions of 
people labour or move about with great danger. Modern 
peoples think they must pack themselves in cities and refuse to 
leave even when starvation confronts them. How different from 
the spirit and purposes of the people who founded the North 
.American colonies and later the Union! 

• ^Jdly 29. Wednesday. I sailed on the Washington -today at 12 
- o’clock. Now comes the renewal of the distressing tension of 
my residence in Berlin where democracy is denounced almost 
every day. 



X 


August 7, 1936 to December 25, '1938 

August 7. Friday. We arrived in Hamburg afterglow all- 
day ride in the low-tide river, the Elbe. I hurried in my car 
to Berlin with our chauffeur. In Berlin at 10.30, after a long 
and most beneficial vacation in Virginia and Chicago, in spite 
of my heavy university work. All the way from Hamburg to 
Berlin, about 200 miles, the countryside looked beautiful and 
prosperous, as ever in spring and summer. ’■ 

August 9. Sunday night. I attended the loo-year-old Hcrren * 
Club where Von Papen, Von Neurath, the French Ambassador 
and others sat at the table where I was, but I heard no really 
revealing conversation about anything. It was a large show, 
with 150 people present, in honour of the Olympic Games 
which are attracting so much attention. It’s the club whose 
members were expecting to be killed the last week in June, 
1934, one of whom came to me for help. Kaiser Wilhelm I, 
Von Hindcnburg and Hitler stood out in great paintings on 
the main dining-room wall. 

Aside from the dinner there was nothing worth while 
though Von Neurath did say he had been talking over long 
distance with Madrid this afternoon. Nothing decisive was 
happening in Spain, he said, and not apt to happen in a month. 
He said: “All peoples are committing economic suicide by 
their foolish trade and financial policies. Schacht was right in 
his recent speech.” 

August 14. Friday. Fritz Kuhn, Nazi Fuehrer in America 
brought a group of German-Americans to my office. Kuhn is 
a Nazi propagandist who once worked in Henry Ford’s factory 
in Detroit. He is guiding his party of visitors about Germany 
to convince them that Nazism is the salvation of modern 
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was said to me in Washington. Of course I had nothing to do 
with the matter. „ M 

Then two Senators came over, Wheeler, and Barkley. M®) tf 
dined them in grand style and asked Goering to sit with them 
Goering accepted but failed to appear at the last moment, 
apparently angry with Mayer. Wheeler* was among those at 
a dinner in Washington where Germany Vright to be dictator 
of all Europe was approved. He reported to Mayer that I ' vaJ 
unpopular over the whole United States. This was in no way 
evidenced to me when I was there in June and July. Th*-* c 
Senators are reported to have said that I would soon be recalled. 
What they really said or had in mind, I shall try to Icam. 

August 16. Sunday. We went tills afternoon at 1.30 to the 
Olympic Games Stadium for the closing contests and final an- 
nouncements. I spoke one minute over the radio to the United* 
States. , . 

As we entered the seven-mile street at the Great Star circle 
in the Tiergarten, we saw the flags of .Germany and many 0 
the other nations flying from hundreds of tall poles. The flags 
continued all the way to the stadium, with swastika flags flymg 
from the windows of every house. On both sides of the streets, 
all the way, were uniformed S A. and S S. soldiers, standing 
close together. There must have been 100,000 soldiers. 

We took our placds with the other. ambassadors ,on the fr° n 
row of seats. Hitler and Goering and other Nazis, including 
, the generals, were to be seated on reserved seats high above 
us and a little behind. Hitler arrived at 3 o’clock. 1 he races 
then began, horse-jumping contests between many countries. 
They continued until 0 o’clock. Then came announcements and 
the awarding of medals and honours. The great stadium field 
was lighted by electric machines from the top rows of the scats 
all around and by curious electric streams of lights meeting 
some two or three hundred feet above the performances. I ha\e 
never seen such an elaborate show. 

Last night, we went to Dr. Goebbels’ reception for diplomats 
and Olympic people on a beautiful bland near Dahlem, fifteen 
jniles out of town. It was the site of a former Jew bh mansion. 
yj c shook hands with the host, the man who had helped in 
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June 30; 1931, to murder Germans who have never been shown 
to have been guilty of anything but opposition to the Nazi 
regime. I disliked tlie hand-shake as I did that with Goenng 
at a similar show two days before. We sat down at a small 
table near Gocbbels’ main table, although I am second ranking 
diplomat here, the French Ambassador being first, I preferred 
this and. Gocbbels had not ashed us to his table. 

In a little while the dinner was served, some 2,000 people 
supposed to be present. There were beautiful lights strung all 
over the island, some in trees. The Trench Ambassador and his 
wife, the Italian Ambassador and his wife. Von Neurath and 
some Olympic Committee people took their places with Goeb- 
' beb. We were near enough to note that there was no really 
cordial conversation, which is a rare thing at diplomatic 
functions. 

When the dinner closed, dancing began on an elevated plat- 
form near us. It was not unlike the dancing at Gocring’s recep- 
tion, imitating Greek and Victorian performances. About 10 
o’clock there-was shooting of a kind that suggested war. This 
continued Tor a half hour, a great many people complaining at 
tins form of war propaganda. People at our table trembled 
when the bombing made such a terrible noise. There were of ~ 
course no real shots or shells, but there were explosions which 
almost made the ground shake. 

This display, like Von Ribbentrop’s and Goering’s, must have 
cost 40,000 marks of government money. How much the 
Olympic show cost one can hardly imagine, though I would 
guess 75,000,000 marks The propaganda of it all may have 
pleased the Germans. It had a bad influence on foreigners as 

reported to mc,in spite of the fine entertainment of all concerned. 

. «*■*«**. I talked today with Dr.' Schacht who 

hastoherto been most fnendly and frank. I never heard him 
enuctre the Urnted State in such a vehement spirit. He was 
violent m to r language about the decision of the Eovemmrn 
not to allow German subsidized imports I asVed t, ® ov .P nmcnt 
understood here that 1 had dine a^LSufe 
to precipitate this decision. He sawT^Oh no T , ^ 

have always faioured freer trade." ’ 1 lln ° v ' V 0 * 
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peoples. He kept his purpose from me but I have since learn© 
that fie' Represents Bohle of the Foreign Office of the,N& 
Party. * „ », 

Yesterday we went to Goering’s garden party in honour of th 
Olympic Games commissioners here. It’s thepld Prussian rofa 
palace where Goering feels so much at r home, a mansion fa 
larger and more elaborately fitted out than the White Hous< 
in Washington. The garden, in the very heart of the city, * 
about as -large as the front lawn of the White House. Then 
were huge spotlights on the tops of surrounding houses whicl: 
shed light over the area almost as bright as day-time. And there 
were hundreds of lights suspended from trees about the place, 
There was hardly anything that modem inventors could have 
added. 

, Ministers of the government, Goebbels, Von Neurath, Von 
. Blomberg and others were grouped ab out with ambassadors 
"and ministers from all over the world. I talked -a little with 
JvSchacht and walked around the park with Sir Eric Phipps- As 
"we all sat down about 8.30 to eat at hundreds of tables, small 
and large, the wind was cold and damp, and the electric heater 
about the place were of no value, as the breeze took the warmth 
away. I saw that I would take cold, but my wife argued against 
my wearing my hat and overcoat which I had left in the palace 
, as we entered. But as the air grew colder and colder, I got my 
hat and coat. I felt less conspicuous when I saw Lewald, the 
German chief of the Olympic Games commission, had ms hat 
also, and Sir Eric Phipps was leaving because of the cold. 

It was the greatest display I have ever seen, with actors and 
actresses dancing in eighteenth-century garb on the lawn. The 
famous air pilot Udet had arranged a flying machine perform- 
ance which showed all the tricks of the expert stunt flyer. We 
looked at the show for a time, as also at other displays. But the 
weather was so cold that I decided to leave at 10.15. I was 
sure my tolds of last year would return. 

August .75. Saturday . A report of the American Consul at 
Stuttgart in southern Germany says the press over that region 
is quite open in its discussion of Spanish relations. The general 
idea* they suggest is for the Fascist-Nazi powers to assist the 
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revolutionary, or rather the reactionary, army crowd of Spain 
to rcgain cohtrol. there. Then Germany and Italy, having lent 
assistance, would divide the Spanish colonial possessions and 
enter into sofne entente arrangement which would give the 
three dictatorships control of Europe without war. 

'While I had not foreseen this immediate Spanish situation 
1 had forecast the Gcrman-Italian control of Europe in private 
reports to Washington. The events of last autumn pointed 
towards this outcome. Hitler’s speech of March 7 was a master 
stroke in this direction. The failure of English-French co- 
operation against Italy in the Ethiopian conquest seemed to me 
to doom democracy in Europe. In these last weeks the Spanish 
conflict seems to offer another opportunity to Mussolini and 
Hitler. They can hardly fail since England is helpless and 
France so divided that a dictatorship seems unavoirf.M. m. 
United States, having faded in i 919 - 50 to Tmo “ ’ . 

European affairs, now faces a solid dictatorship frontwMch - n ' 
due time will give serious trouble. How unwise our - 
Senators were and have continued to be ! ' m; "°niy,, . 

A member, of my staff told me today that our Conn. 11 ~ 
Mayer, who was sent here last December, decided 
leff last April to get into closer relations with Co ■ ^ 0re 1 
negotiate a treaty with Germany. He made all sort, nT™, 5, and 
to Goenng, who received the impression that T, , c “ 
called by Roosevelt soon or reti/e if Roosevdt'shS t ? 
feated in November. I thought last March he »„,y ? e ' 

the German dictators far more cordially than citfc. „ llvat ‘ng 
or Mr. Gordon, his predecessors. 7 ath ' r White 
When Mayer wrote the State Department • , 

offering to open negotiations, the Secretary advisS"!^ 

But when two representatives were urgedto come- St - 
dungs over, Goenng was most fViendty and invited n ,i!lk 
sdlormore than once to see him. He also trav-l- hc Co “n. 
The State Department sent' two representative dinn ». 
but they refused to come to Berlin • dv es to Germany 

Goenng, with Hitler’s approval sent ... 
them in Munich. No real concessions were oS^' *° s< * 
and the Umted States agents went home Goeri* * * a * re »ty 
haps Mayer, thought I had defeated tire and 

a a word 
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He laid the blame on the President and on Secretary Mor- 
genthau. He ridiculed the idea that the tariff law makes the 
decision necessary, and then said Germany will buy nothing else 
from America. He never mentioned the subsidy difficulty, b ut 
criticized Secretary ‘‘Hull for his system of treaties and indi- 
cated the German anger about the relations between the United 
States and Brazil which he said had defeated German trade 
plans in Brazil. I do not know the details of this and hence 
did not discuss it. 

Schacht then said : “Well, wc shall not pay interest on y° ur 
bank bonds. Your people demand 6 and 7 per cent from w 
when they get only 2 and 3 per»cent for loans at home, j 
let him go on, although I knew most Americans- who beta 
German bonds had agreed to 3J and 4 per cent interest. 
Schacht" further added : “You gave us the League of Nations 
and then would have nothing to do with it. Now Germany asks 
for colonies and the right to expand.” ,1 said: But that 1* 
England’s business ; We have often said at home Germany ought 
to have "her colonies returned. - 

He went on urging that Roosevelt call a world conference 
after his re-election and insist upon Germany’s rights, although 
he blamed the President for his Chautauqua speech about world 
peace. “We have been arming for ''three years and have paid 
all the cost of it." __ * f ‘ 

I replied : But war is apt to mean 'the collapse of civilization. 
Yes, he agreed: "A general war would mean “world-wide 
Communism and total economic collapse.” ' 

It was' a revelation of Schacht’s hostility never before shown. 
It seemed clear that he thinly Germany, if she continues to 
■ increase her sway in Europe, will and must resist to the limit, 
’perhaps even fight the United States. When I mentioned some 
blunders Germany had made in religious matters, he replied: 
“You are right; it was a mistake. Won’t you see Hitler about 
that?” I felt his sarcasm buf* could not help saying: The 
Fuehrer would go into a fury and I do not care to witness that. 

Although Schacht insisted upon his friendliness to me and 
agreed to keep our talk confidential, I had the feeling that what 
we, said was registered on a government machine connected 
with his telephone. * 
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jlugust 23. Sunday. For three days now German official atti- 
tudes have been impossible to ascertain. We know that Hitler 
held a conferencc'herc with some Cabinet members and ranted 
violently about the Spanish search of a German war vessel off* 
their coast beyond the legal zone. Von^BIombcrg was much 
opposed- to a war-like move. Hitler quieted down alter a 
while and a protest was sent to the helpless Spanish Govern- 
ment. ; 

Miss Schultz, the Chicago Tribune correspondent, reported 
that she knew twenty-five German airplanes had been sent last 
week from Dusseldorf to the rebels in Spain. At the same time 
I learned that Von Blomberg had forbidden Dr. Schacht to 
ship airplanes and war material to Bulgaria, saying : “All war 
material rhust remain at home, so imminent is the danger.” 
Schacht was, distressed because he so much needed foreign ex- 
change with which to buy foodstuffs and raw materials. I do not 
see howthe Spanish rebels can pay for their imports. 

Friday and Saturday the German press was wild in its attack 
on Russia because it was said they had 1 2,000,000 soldiers ready 
for war and forty submarines in the Baltic Sea. Denunciations 
of Russia were the worst I have ever noticed in my three years 
hpe. The denunciation of the Spanish Government was equally 
violent. There seemed to be grave danger of an immediate war 
move. f ' 

Mr. Wrigtit, an* expert .student here for six months of Ger- 
man ’war and other resources, reported to me that a leader, 
frequently asked to become economic secretary under Schacht, 
had solemnly said to him that Germany was ready for war 
soon, but that if she did go to war there would be* defeat and 
that Hitler would.be overthrown. He thinks the German masses 
would^not fight as they did in the World War. Mr.. Wright ' 
reported further the difficulty of supporting a great war very* 
long. It would be impossible to get supplies and foodstuffs. I 
am inclined to think Wright estimates fairly well, except that 
war is always more possible than economists think. Oil gas 
and foodstuffs would be the’ costly necessities. ’ b 1 _ 

In spite of all the newspaper and general excitement during 
the last days of the* week, we have. a silent press today. There is 
no repetition of attacks on Russia, France’or Spain. Some order 
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has been given out to stop 'everything, ifltlcr is in Berchtes- 
gaden, Von Ncurath is near Stuttgart, and Von Blomberg is 
quiet at his suburban place here. I think the demonstrations 
were to prepare the German people for increased war prepara- 
tions and for the understanding of and submission to food 
shortages, already being talked about anxiously. 

* August 25. Tuesday. We had a luncheon, the third large one 
since my return from Chicago. Some interesting guests included 
Dr./DieckhofF, Dr. Leitner and his wife, for nine years Coun- 
sellor to the German Embassy in Washington, Dr. Thomsen, 
personal secretary to Hitler, who is going to Washington to 
take Leitner’s place, Mr. and Mrs. Pjerson of the government 
Import-Export Bank in Washington for assisting international 
trade, and several others, including the Minister from Nica- 
ragua, supposed to be strongly pro-Trench. The^conversation 
could not be free or interesting because of the’ various opposing 
Spinions. So we talked a lot, said nothing, and ate heartily- 
After the luncheon I sounded Dieckholf out, but there; wasjio 
real comment on German policy, except its anti-Communist 
attitude towards Spain. , - . , 

-Lion Blum, the French Prime Minister, said a ‘few days' ago 
that the great problem in France was substantial unity, a com- 
bination of all moderate and radical groups behind a struggle 
for the sort of real democracy which France has never had in 
“ spite of- all her efforts since 1789. I doubt Blum’s .success. If 
- the Italians and Germans set up a Nazi or Fascist regime in 
Madrid, through their propaganda and secret assistance .to 
..General Franco, France is going to be in the most difficult 
position since the fall of Napoleon I. 

- ’ August 2Q. Saturday, Nothing is more oppressive to ’a 'demo- 
crat, not a Democrat and also not a Communist, than the situa- 
tion in Europe. Hitler is the absolute master of Germany’s 
68,000,000 people, Mussolini is master of Italy’s ^2', 000,000, 
and. the. dominant; tgrvup, in. Poland., Aiietern., hhawgunj and 
( Rumania' are already Fascist. We have reports that Mussolini 
sent word to Franco that any general who precipitated the dic- 
tatorship movement In Spain, on July 17, would receive Italian 
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help to overthrow the democratic (partly radical) government 
of Spain. All the world knows the horrors that have been per- 
petrated in Spain since August. Hitler is, or was, certainly send- 
ing aid to Franco and the Nazi Party here has been maintaining 
propaganda activity in Spain for several years. 

A story comes today from a Vienna newspaper man that 
Schuschnigg, the dictator of Austria, was with Hitler at Berch- 
tesgaden a few days ago. He also says the situation of Austria 
is such that it is a pure'wastc of money to have a United States 
legation in Vienna. That has been my opinion for more than a 
year. Another reputable journalist reported that Mussolini told 
him: “Do not go to Vienna. Rome and Berlin determine 
Austrian affairs.” It is mostly Berlin, however. ” ' * 

A few days ago.Dr. Schacht went to Paris on a special mis- 
sion. There.wcre many rumours as to his purpose. My guess, 
supported by the French Ambassador’s remarks here today, is 
that he Went with instructions from Hitler to work out a deal 
with the French Fascists before the expected fall of Blum, the 
Prime Minister .there now. Before Schacht left here early this 
week he talked with Frangois-Poncet, who is not far from being 
a Fascist. From newspaper stories one might think it was a 
simple financial mission. I think the second object of the visit 
was the hope of buying cotton and copper in France from 
Americans, since the trade situation between Germany and the 
United States does not allow cotton or copper to be sent directly. 
These materials are the most necessary of war stuffs. / Francois- « 
Poncet acknowledged this today. , 

< One other story today says Mussolini was with Hitler last 
Saturday. I doubt it, but Goebbels, shrewdest of all the dicta- 
tors here, is in Venice. So the pressure everywhere is for dic- 
tatorships, in all countries except England, where the foolish 
Conservatives are in power, in Czechoslovakia, where there is a 
movement to surrender to Hitler, and in Russia where Com- 
munism is again executing its opponents. In the United States 
capitalists are pressing in the same Fascist direction, supported 
by capitalists in England. Nearly all our diplomatic service 
people here have indicated their drift in the same direction 
Violently hostile to the Nazi regime for three years they are 
now half supporting it. - 1 3 



354 AUGUST 7, 1936 TO DECEMBER 25, 1 936 
August 30 Sunday The list few days here were quiet, but 
the newspapers continue their violent agitation against Russia 
and Communism Young Armand B^rard of the French Gov 
eminent has been here for several days His picture of the 
Trench dilemma is .very discouraging Prune Minister Blum 
has a few Jews in his Cabinet, very^able and popular men when 
appointed Now an anti-Semitic campaign is increasing its acti 
vt ty all the time and this adds to the strength of the Fascists 
They now have a leader, the renegade Jacques Donot^ a man 
who has a certain following among Pans workers and is 
financed by French industrialists Next November Blum is a! 
most certain to be overthrown and, if so, a Fascist regime is 
quite possible That would be what Schacht wishes Berard goes 
back tomorrow via a (lying machine 
* ‘ , K 

'* September'- 1 Tuesday We all went to the flying field at 
4 p ml to meet my son William, returning from Shanghai 
where he has been working for the International Peace Cam 
paign, a popular front group with representatives in the United 
States, England, France, Switzerland, andjeven Russia Mr 
B£rard waited over a day and he was with us William’s flyjng 
plaife was two and a half hours late and the young Frenchman 
had to take his Pans plane back before Wxlham amved 
I was quite uneasy before the plane landed, lest the sharp 
winds From the North and Baltic Seas might have brought his 
plane down He amved, though, about 6 30 and we had a 
delightful family reunion 4 

September 4 Friday T Thomas Wolfe, the American novelist 
of great popularity, just left He said a hotel owner and a 
fnend of his publisher here remarked to him today “Ah 
Europe is going Fascist and that keeps the peace ” 

This afternoon I called on the Dutch Minister, who has just 
returned from his country He said soon after I entered his 
office “We shall probably never have another happy day m 
our lives All peoples seem so crazy The English have com 
nutted the greatest blunders in their history these last three 
years ” 

He spoke of the Nazi Party Day which opens next Monday 
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in NUmberg. He does not go, as I do not. He agreed that it 
would be most disagreeable to sit outdoors in the cold on high 
benches near the Fuehrer and hear him or Goering denounce 
democracy as they have done each time. I said : It might be 
more embarrassing to have, to get up 'and leave when such 
things were said. But.the TCllnister reminded me that the repre^ 
sentative here of Sweden had been ordered by his government 
to attend the NUmberg Congress. He added : “I see the Czecho- 
slovak Minister and the Rumanian arc also attending.” This 
only show’s -the increasing fear of those little countries of "foie 
Hitler Reich. However, the Dutchman has never attended, nor 
has'foic Belgian Minister. And neither. I nor’the French or 
English' Ambassadors has ever accepted these invitations to* 
witness such propaganda on a grand scale. Neither Mussolini 
nor Stalin asks diplomats to attend their party meetings. 

This evening’s paper, the Abendblatt, announces in great 
^ headlines that Mussolini is sending a war vessel, armed, and 
several thousand soldiers to Barcelona. This seans to me Mus- 
solini’s way of finding out what the French and English will do. 

I think they will do nothing. If they do not, later Mussolini 
will, in my opinion, send more troops and subordinate General 
Franco to-his will, perhaps take partial control of Spain— one 
more step towards his Caesar goal. 

September 6. Sunday. Since nothing of importance can be 
discussed or decided in Berlin the next few days, with all high 
officials In NUmberg attending the Party Day, we drove away 
about it o’clock for Magdeburg en route to Holland. It was a 
delightful day: At Magdeburg we stopped long enough to see 
the famous cathedral where Otto I lies buried, a monument to 
his Negro servant standing near his impressive tomb. Magde- 
burg was the place where Martin Luther first went to school. 
.From Magdeburg we drove along the wonderful German 
autobahn’, a road for cars alone, but eventually for war purposes 
too, towards Hanover.~Hanover is one vast farm area with 
fertile hills and valleys! wheat, potatoes, beets everywhere 
harvested or ready to ,be harvested. Nowhere did I see any 
signs of erosion although the land has been cultivated a thousand 
years. 
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September 11. Friday. Abouf' sixty miles east of the Rhine, 
we were halted today on a lonely road by a road barrier and a 
military man. He said soldiers wete conducting secret attack 
and defence manoeuvres on the road_ ahead and nobody was 
allowed to see the performance. He ordered us to turn back 
towards the Rhine. I .said we were bound for Rothenberg where 
we hoped to be about noon. He said “No” again, but when our 

• driver showed him our credentials and curtly said we were 
“dienstliclie unterwegs” (on official mission), he yielded rather 
reluctantly. Our chauffeur believed that the officer mistook me 
for a general due to arrive from Berlin to supervise the army 
show. 

* ^During the next hour we saw army trucks, machine guns ’and 
many soldiers. We got caught in a line of tanks and were 
unable to move along, all the time fearing that at any moment 
the manoeuvres would begin. In the last village we passed 
through, the officers had to remove an entanglement of barbed 
Virc thrown across the road. I was"* very nervous and felt we 
were in the wrong place. Other officers stopped us twice and 
questioned us angrily, but let us go on when they learned who 
we were and our destination. I was afraid the officer who Jet us 
in first would be arrested. I am still a little fearful that some 
sensation may come of it. 

September is. Saturday. As we returned from our week of 
travel about Holland, Belgium and south Germany we picked 
up Leipzig and Berlin papers filled with articles"about Hitler’s, 
Goebbels* and Rosenberg’s denunciations of Communists, 
"dominated everywhere,” they said, "by. wicked Jews who 
intend to rule the world.” It is amazing what these men have 
said and how they seem to think Germany and Italy must force 
all peoples to join them in overthrowing die Russian system, as 
if one country had the right to dictate to others what sort of 
government they may have. 

At the same time that Hitler talks virulently about demo- 
cracy. President Roosevelt ^addresses an international con- 
ference in Washington giving some of the basic causes of exist- 
ing troubles in our world. How little good American attitudes 
can do 1 Hitler knows all peoples are horribly afraid of another 
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war and yet he challenges and insults all peoples who do not 
submit to arbitrary governments. He thinks he can rule all of 
central Europe, as Napoleon tried to do, .because everybody is 
afraid he will go to war. _ * 

September 16. Wednesday. In view of the needs of our govern- 
ment to know whether multitudinous newspaper reports as 
to German conditions arc correct, I asked yesterday to sec . 
Dieckhoff. I was hopeful he might talk more frankly than his 
chief, Von Neurath. - 

When I entered the waiting-room of the Foreign Office, the 
most conspicuous thing in the room was a large portrait of 
Hitler on the tabic where guests or diplomats are expected to 
sit while waiting a few minutes to be received. This Hitlci 
portrait is a new thing in the Foreign Office. When I entered 
DieckhofFs office, I saw another large portrait of Hitler on his 
desk by which we were to sit a half hour. I wondered whether 
the same portrait is in Von Neurath’s office. When I came to 
Berlin the officials in this department of the government were 
all friendly to democratic institutions and resentful that in- 
nocent Jews were being so roughly treated. They even expected 
to be dismissed by Hitler because they were not all 'Party 
members. Now all seems different. 

DieckhofF defended all Hitler had said against other coun- 
tries, but said he did not mean to compel the Russian Ambas- 
sador to leave the country, as we had heard from reliable 
sources. When I asked him about German relations with Spain* 
he said, “Germany is strictly neutral,” but he at once justified 
Portugal’s refusal to be neutral on the ground that the demo- 
cratic government of Spain intends to annex Portugal. I told 
him I did not believe that. He insisted, and argued 'for the 
Franco army coup in Spain, even approving Italy’s aid to the 
army revolt. All that Dieckhoff said showed that he hopes for 
a Fascist government in Spain. That is Hitler’s demand, and I 
J believe Germany is sending aid through Portugal. One day I 
think we shall learn that Hitler and Mussolini have advised 
Portugal to take tills position. — 
men I asked Dieckhoff about the Locarno conference, pos- 
sibly a 'world peace agreement, be at once said: Yes, we’ shall 
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agree to participate, but not if Russia js allowed "to be there 
I said this would keep Trance from entering the conference, 
especially if Germany demanded the abandonment of die 
Tranco-Russian peace pact of last year He replied “We can 
have nothing to do with Russian Communists “ 

I said I agrdc the Communists have been very foolish w 
sending propaganda all over the world, but your government 
does the same thing Why do you complain? He replied at 
once “We send propaganda only to German subjects in other 
countries We have a nght to consider them our own people 
I did not tell him what I knew to the contrary m the United 
States, Switzerland and other countries I once replied, at a 
dinner, to his remark that Germany must control the Danube 
countries Well, we have millions -of citizens of the United 
States in Canada, or sons and daughters of citizens Why should 
we not demand control of Canada? Yet not a single prominent 
American leader since Champ Clark has made a speech asking 
the annexation of Canada I thought of that conversation today 
and I think Dieckhoff did, too Nearly all Germans, Nazis and 
anti-Nazis, regard Germans all over the world, especially in 
Holland, Switzerland and the Balkan zone, as their own people* 
and hope to annex them, even if they must go to war 

From the Foreign Office I went to Unter den Linden in my 
car There I left my car and walked to the Russian Embassy, 
in order not to be watched by Germans I saw the Ambassador 
onjy a short time He said he did not expect to be withdrawn 
because of Hitler’s wild attacks “These attacks are really aimed 
at forcing France to denounce her treaty with us My govern 
ment has not even asked me to make a protest Hitler expects 
to force England and France to join Germany and Italy in 
isolating the Soviet Union ” I am much of the same opinion, 
and think Hitler intends to annex the Baltic states that were 
formerly parts of Russia, Lithuania, Latvia and Esthoma, the 
first time there is a break anywhere, especially if France and 
England agree to have the treaty between Russia and France 
abandoned 

From the Russian Embassy I walked to see the British 
Charge d’Affairea He said England would not yield to Hitler’s 
demands about Russia, she would insist on a Locarno con- 
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fercnce and 'once more urge reduction and control of arma- 
ments. I can see no prospect of success so long as Hitler remains 
the dictator of Germany and hopes to be dictator of Europe. 

September 26. Saturday. It is ten days since we summarized 
attitudes here and wired them to Washington.. Since then, the 
Germans have been conducting great army manoeuvres. Hitler 
has participated in these operations as commander-in-chief first 
of one side, then of the other. The poor German people are ' 
engaged as never before in drilling, marching, rifle practice, 
flying and bombing. All Europe is watching with the gravest 
anxiety. 

Today the Minister from the Netherlands said to me : “We 
are all sure that Germany intends to annex our country in due 
time, also Switzerland and other countries where people of the 
medieval German race lived or left descendants.” I told him 
of a recent report that Germany means to get colonies in the 
Ear East, repeating what Dr. Schacht said about Dutch New 
Guinea last spring. The Minister had heard similar reports, 
but he said: “We are arming in our Far Eastern possessions as 
never before. However, our people, like the English, refuse to 
allow universal service and will not prepare for war until one 
actually breaks out. They are so opposed to war.” 

He was both anxious and pessimistic as he went away, saying : 
“Unless your country and England and France and Russia 
work together for world peace there is no way to avoid a world 
war.” He added that all democratic countries in Europe would 
unite behind such a front if it were formed, even Sweden Where 
Von Neurath said, two years ago, that the Nazis would gain 
control in three years. But Sweden in spite of all Nazi prop a- ’ 
ganda held an election a few days ago and not one Nazi won a 
scat in the legislature. - ‘ 

September 28. Monday. This afternoon Consul-General 
Jenkins came to tell me the story of the trial of an American 
Lawrence Simpson, before a special Hitler People’s Court for 
treason cases, of which there are so many. In April 190 c I 
think, Simpson was caught on the American ship Manhattan 
with Communist pamphlets in his possession. The police took 
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' him at once to a local court in"Hamburg and he was promptly 
sent to prison. In July he was sent'to a prison in Berlin or near 
by. The Consul had reported the case to the State Department 
and had made a protests German authorities against his im- 
prisonment without trial/ The German officials declared there 
were some seventy Germans co-operating with Simpson and 
hence the delay. So nothing could be done. 

Now, September 28, 1936, the man was tried with one Ger- 
man co-worker. Simpson confessed himself guilty of all that 
was charged and he was ordered to prison for sixteen months 
more, having been in jail fourteen months already. The Ger-. 
man-American treaty of 1924 does not contain a clause that 
could be applied in Simpson’s behalf. So the Consul-General 
could do nothing though he had tried several times to get some 
consideration from the German authorities. < 

The Consul-General repeated the story that Simpson had 
refused to accept $ 1,000 brought to him from New York to 
enable him to employ a German lawyer to defend him. Many 
* stories of the man’s arrest and maltreatment by the Germans 
were printed in American papers. 

October 2. Friday. During October and November, 1935, 
Mussolini was in a dangerous position at home and venturing 
upon a war in Ethiopia at great cost. The Italian Ambassador 
and his wife, in my judgment, thought he would fail and that 
a better system might follow in poor Italy. But the blunders 
of France and England gave him victory. Hitler came closer 
to the victorious Italian dictator from December, ij )35, to 
March, 1936, and Mussolini reciprocated. Now both are aiding 
Franco to become the dictator of Spain, both having sent arms, 
airplanes and men to assist the rebels there. So the Ambassador 
marches today alongside German officials, receiving the salutes 
of the Hitler army and returning the Nazi salute. 

Rust and Ley spoke on Monday evening before an immense 
audience, perhaps ordered to attend, announcing that young 
people are hereafter to spend seven months of each year in 
school, and twelve years, instead of thirteen, in getting their 
education. This reveals again the new German Idea that parents 
have no say as to their children’s upbringing, it becoming a 
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government matter. After' fourteen, children must drill and 
prepare for war during five months, not every day to be sure, 
of each year. And at eighteen both boys and girls are subject 
to service one way or another for war work, and in labour camps. 

October 5. Monday. .The debt situation here seems to me 
* almost impossible to manage even for so clever a financier as< 
Dr. Schacht. The public debt is 18 million marks, but; -there is 
now a secret debt of 25 billion marks. Arms and army expendi- 
ture is counted by the English authorities to be £800,000,000, 
the equivalent of 4 billion dollars or 12 billion marks a year. I 
can hardly accept the English estimate, but war activities here 
surpass anything ever known. 

• The German Government seems willing to risk everything in 
order to compel England to restore her pre-war colonies. There 
is much discussion here of a proposed Locarno conference as a 
means of restoring the colonies, but the people of all races in 
South Africa demand the right to vote what they will do, and 
; german attacks on all races but Aryans and denunciations of 
democracies are indulged in regularly. The result has been 
hostile attitudes among all colonial peoples, especially the blacks 
of Africa. 1 can see no prospect of Nazi colonial success now. 
A wiser discussion of things might have encouraged honest 
efforts on the part of England and France. 

October 10. Saturday. The Russian Ambassador called to see 
me this afternoon. Although he is exceedingly well informed 
he had nothing to add to my information. He talked about 
Russian aid to the Spaniards and about German-Italian viola- 
tions of their promises of strict neutrality. I did not doubt the 
truth of his charges. The Ambassador condemned the English 
attitude of refusing to act upon violations of the Non-Inter- 
vention Agreement, but he thought there was no real danger now 
of world war. I agreed as to this, but cannot see how universal 
war activities, with enormous debts and certain unemployment 
a year or two lienee, can have any other result than war. 

October 15. Thursday. I went to the Adlon Hotel this cven- 
mg tohear what Rosenberg, the so-called philosopher of the 
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Hitler regime, might have to say about international relations 
It was the third time I had gone to one of his bierabtnd affairs. 
On my right sat Meissner, private secretary to Von Hinden- 
burg until August, 1934, now secretary to Hitler. On my left 
sat Rosenberg who directs the rearrangement of all education, 
especially history, in German schools .and universities. On 
Rosenberg’s left was Sir Eric Phipps. Other diplomats and 
some navy officers sat opposite us. 

The conversation wa s not revealing except that Meissner 
said to me that our former Ambassador here, Schurman of New 
York,, was in Ntlmberg for the grand Party Day. Schurman 
had announced in the press here that he would attend the con- 
gress, but since no reporter from the American papers saw him 
there, I thought he had foreseen a little of what might be said 
and hence had not attended the meetings. Meissner said he 
talked several times with Schurman whom he admired very 
much. 

Rosenberg spoke more than half an hour denouncing once 
more the Communist system and suggesting that all Western 
civilization is in danger. He did not attack democracies. There 
was a very large audience, including many representatives of 
democratic countries. Perhaps he considered it -wise for once to 
leave some countries alone. There was at the close some pre- 
tence of international co-operation, though Nazi Germany can 
co-operate perhaps only with the hated Italians, 

October x8. Sunday. As Martha is leaving for the United 
States on Tuesday, Prince Louis Ferdinand, the hopeful pre- 
tender to the throne, came to bid her farewell and send greet- 
ings to some friends in America. As Hitler says his regime will 
continue a thousand years, I do not see how the Hohenzollerns 
can expect to be restored to power. 

October 19. Monday. We lunched today with Sir Eric Phipps 
and, a little to my surprise, Rosenberg was 'an honour guest, 
the same Rosenberg who was compelled 'in ' 1 1933 to leave 
England where he had been doing propaganda work. Meissner 
was also present. There was a large company, diplomats and 
journalists, some quite clever ones. I had a brief confidential 
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talk with Sir Eric about .possible co-operation of democratic 
countries in financial and commercial matters. 

October 20. Tuesday. A few days ago, a New York lawyer 
representing a score of claimants against Germany for destruc- 
tion of their property before the United States entered the 
World War came to see me to ask if I could help him put his 
claims before the government. There is no doubt that hundreds 
of millions of dollars of American property were destroyed by 
German sabotage in the United States or seized by the German 
Government in Germany. A commission representing both 
countries worked for years on the subject and decided that many 
millions must be repaid. The commission ceased its work in 
1930. The lawyer wished to get some payments for his clients 
out of the^S 20,000,000 which Germany has placed in the United 
States Treasury — perhaps a tenth of what had been destroyed. 

I wired Washington to know whether I should open the 
question with the German authorities. The reply was : Do or 
say nothing. But the lawyer went to sec Von Neurath and 
others in high positions here. He got no promises, but somehow 
he formcd'ian impression that something might be done. So 
today Captain von Pfeifer, representing General Goering who 
was willing to pay some of these claims if the United States 
would sell cotton or copper to Germany on credit, offered a 
formal document, against the lawyer’s claims in all ceremony. 
He was in a Nazi uniform and he had a lieutenant with him, 
the dignity of his position being thus maintained. I let hjm 
read his document and accepted with formal thanks. “ » 
These men were hardly out of the building before the lawyer > 
came in again to report his difficulties. X could not do anything. 

I asked him, however : Why did the Standard Oil Company of 
New York send $1,000,000 over here in December, 1933, to 
aid the Germans in making gasoline from soft coal for war 
emergencies? Why do the International Harvester people con- 
tinue to manufacture in Germany when their company gets 
nothing out of the country and when it has failed to collect its 
war losses? He saw my point and agreed that it looked foolish 
and that it only means greater losses if another war breaks 
loose. 
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October 25. Sunday. Professor and Frau M. had just re- 
turned from a two weeks’ visit to their daughter whose husband 
lives outside of Germany. They lived at the expense of their 
daughter, they said, because they were not allowed to take any 
money of their own with* them. 4 M 

Herr and Frau M. began to talk freely about the “sad plight 
of German universities and schools. He said the German 
people have been trained so long to be submissive and their 
national psychology is such that the present dictator can do 
anything he wishes. They all submit, though they are much 
opposed to what they have to submit to. He said all universities 
are now just about ruined as far as their departments of history, 
philosophy, economics and political science are concerned 
He said university subjects are prescribed by incompetent Party 
men, and students are instructed to be spies on their teachers 
If a student reports anything that does not please the. Propa- 
ganda Ministry, a professor is dismissed. No reason is given 
for the dismissal. Nothing can be done to change the situation. 

The professor is retired on his pension or part-pension and 
can never teach, lecture or write again except from a Nazi point 
of view. To write a true account of existing conditions is so 
dangerous that one dare not do so, even if kept in handwritten 
form. He added that what has happened to universities is being 
applied to all schools, and that no one can be a teacher unless 
he is a Party member. 

“Our civilization is being destroyed. If things go on for ten 
years more as they have during the last three years, we shall 
not recover. We are on our way directly to slavery and bar- 
barism ” I remained more than an hour listening to the pro- 
fessor’s description of his unhappy countrymen Soon after we 
began talking, Frau M put a heavy blanket over her telephone 
to avoid danger to her husband. 

October 26 Monday. All last week Count Ciano, son-in-law 
of Mussolini, was here. Such demonstrations from day to day I 
The idea of Mussohm is to persuade Germany to give the world 
evidence that she would support Italy in her demands that 
England recognize her conquest of Ethiopia and then England 
would gradually give up her control of the Mediterranean and 
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share the control of the Suez Canal with Italy. Von Ncurath 
had told me a week before that Hitler would not join another 
conference of European powers unless England agreed to Italy’s 
demands. Unhappy as Von Neurath indicated himself to be 
when I came here in 1933, and also in 1934, he is nowacompletc 
tool of Hitler. 

The demonstrations went on until the 26th when Ciano saw 
Hitler in Munich. What they said no one seems to know, but 
I am fairly sure Hitler asked Mussolini to keep his hands off 
Austria, and not to interfere when his propaganda leads to her 
annexation. Two Caesars cannot easily agree as to the division 
of Europe between them. 

October 31. Saturday. This is Luther’s Day, but there is not 
a word about it in the papers. When I was a student in Leipzig, 
the Germans treated Luther’s Day much as Americans cele- 
brate July 4. Now, Luther is not mentioned. There has been 
instead a three-day celebration of Goebbels’ success in Berlin 
ten years ago. Goering made an address in which he challenged 
the outside po\ver$ and called on all Germans to decrease their 
butter and meat consumption in order to add to the number of 
cannon Germany is making. On the last night Hitler rushed 
into the_great palace to thank Goebbels for his “splendid work.” 

November g. Monday. Nothing of importance for a week. 
Goering made what was supposed to be an appeal to the Ger- 
man people to co-operate in the Hitler Four-Year Plan. _ He 
warned Germans that a food shortage might give some trouble. 
Germans must tighten their belts so as to save money for re- 
armament. He attacked England shamelessly, although Lord 
Londonderry was present as a guest. He said England had 
stolen German colonies and robbed Germany of her gold. Lord 
Londonderry is reported not to have understood what was 
said. He was conspicuous at Goering’s reception the nest 
day. 

According to reports, on January 30, 1937, all German states, 
Prussia, Saxony, Bavaria and the rest, are to cease to exist So 
long as Von Hindcnburg lived, this was not allowed although 
Hitler announced the policy in 1934. It j 3 an unprecedented 



366 AUGUST 7, 1936 TO DECEMBER 25, 1936 
move to abolish such histone states as Havana oFSaxony daticg 
bach to the time of the Caesars Hitler, much asjhe hates France, 
is imitating Napoleon I who abolished all French states. , 
Ernst Hanfstaengl, who is said to have sat ed Hitler’s hfe id 
1 923, is now in Pans He is a graduate of Harvard His mother 
was a member of a famous Boston Back Bay family, the Sedg 
wichs, but he came back to Havana, where he inherited a hand 
some estate He joined the Hitler putsch business before I9 2 3 
and contnbuted handsomely to the Fuehrer In 1 933 he was ap- 
pointed head of a press bureau designed to propagandize Amen 
can and foreign correspondents Before wc came here he was 
counted an intimate of Hitler In March, 1934, he arranged a 
pnvatc interview with Hitler for me to make a protest for the 
President against propaganda m the United States Later Hanf 
staengl went to the United States to attend an anniversary meet 
mg of his Harvard classmates Somehow Hitler came to dislike 
him, refused to see him any more, deprived him ofhis office and 
left him in a dangerous position 
A few days ago he went to Pam and gave out an interview 
about Roosevelt’s re-election which may get him into trouble 
**He simply indicated his admiration of the country where he 
would like to hie if he could take any ofhis property with hum 
I am wondering a little what will be said or done here yrhen he 
returns He is supposed to be very clever I cannot quite say 
whether he is or is not 

^November 12 Thursday Yesterday we lunched with the 
Swiss Minister General von Seecht, who was the head of the 
Rei ch sw ehr when Hitler seized control of the government m 
*933, and who was out of sympathy with the Nazis and was 
dismissed, was there He went to China to show the Chinese 
how to tram an army Now he is again here wth some sort of 
position, not ■so critical of Nazism as formerly 

His wife today said “Germany was very foolish to allow the 
Polish Comdor to be established Wilson gas e the Poles access 
to the Baltic but we did not have to recognize it Nowwe have 
a ten year treaty with Poland, but we are going to take that part 
of Poland in spite of the treaty Danzig is not a free aty It is 
our aty ” This supports recent German attitudes which have 
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practically denied the League of Nations the right to help Dan- 
rig if attacked^ It would not surprise me if Hitler made some 
challenge next January 30 in connection with annexing Danzig. 

This afternoon Carl Albrecht, a cotton importer of Bremen, 
called to talk about the possibility of importing some cotton 
from the United States. I explained the attitude of Secretary 
Hull about lowering tariff barriers in case Germany abolished 
subsidies .on goods shipped to the United States. He knew of 
the matter, having spoken to Mr. Pierson of the State Depart- 
ment last August. 

Then he talked about our new Consul at Bremen, reporting 
what the Consul had said of the Spanish medievalism which 
was being corrected by the new government there last spring. 
Albrecht then said it was shameful that other powers shipped 
arms to the rebels of Spain and prolonged the terrible war. I 
referred fo the habit of arms manufacturers everywhere to sell 
arms to warring countries, even to incite wars. 

He said: “Yes, last winter when Italy was warring upon 
Ethiopia, the head of a long-established German munitions 
company came to me and asked a loan to help them sell Italy 
shiploads of arms, promising high interest. I was disgusted and " 
of course refused, but I think they shipped arms all the same.” 

I referred to English and American arms people who did the 
same, even when their governments were opposed. He replied 
that he was sure munitions makers of all industrial countries 
operate in this way and admitted that Germany and Italy are 
doing it for the rebels in Spain. 

November 15. Sunday. Three times in the last few days' the 
Italian Ambassador here, who has avoided me since my return 
in early August, has approached me to find out what President 
Roosevelt means to do through the Latin-American conference 
in December in Buenos Aires. As I have had no specific instruc- 
tions I could not even intimate anything more than the' general 
American peace attitude. , 

Yesterday the Ambassador from Argentina called, pro forma 
but at once began talking about the conference. He said :“There 
is great concern among German officials about the American 
objectives.” Since he had been received by Hitler two days be- 
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fore and had not teen at the Foreign Office more than once, I 
felt that the Minister’s questions had been suggested by Nazi 
officials who hesitate to ask me about such matters. They know 
I am a Democrat and the recent overwhelming vote for Roose- 
velt whom they had hoped to see defeated, is really disturbing 
to them. , 

The Argentine Minister said, further, that Paul Scheffer of 
the Berliner Tageblalt, who had been visiting Latin-ArnCrican 
representatives here, spent an hour with him. Scheffer nod 
represented the Foreign Office, he thought, and perhaps the 
Propaganda Ministry. He criticized the whole American pro- 
gramme in Latin America, said it was a renewal of the Monroe 
Doctrine in its former aggressive shape and that Roosevelt had 
no right to influence South American policy. This talk irritated 
my Argentine friend who said he was wholly in sympathy With 
the President’s peace and commercial attitudes. I have been 
watchful of this Scheffer who was a Social Democrat a few 
years ago, was several years in the United States as corre- 
spondent for the German free press and is now a good Nazi. 

The real fear here and in Rome is that the President may 
organize all American peoples against Fascist Europe and even 
boycott any power that starts another war. 

The Hitler way of doing things is revealed in the Berlin 
press today. He decreed last evening that all German rivers, 
especially the Rhine, Elbe and Oder, are no longer under any 
jurisdiction of the League of Nations. Hider must have known 
that Bismarck negotiated a treaty in 1886 under which Dutch, 
Belgian and Swiss ships might carry cargoes up and down the 
Rhine. Then the Versailles Treaty stipulated that Switzerland, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland might export goods through the 
Rhine, Elbe and Oder. These countries need such access to the 
sea. Since Hitler announces that none of these peoples are to be 
deprived of these privileges, actually beneficial to Germany, 
why could he not have the Foreign Office call a conference 
with the League. members and arrive at a general agreement? 
But the Fuehrer thinks of himself as the sqnreme 4 t*m cr and 
so announces a violation of treaties simply upon his own 
authority. It may please the Germans but it is not a politic way 
to do things. I look for England and France to denounce thii 
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sort 'of practice tomorrow. But they can do nothing. Next 
January 30, I x suspect Hitler will announce his seizure of 
Danzig, "his own city.” 

November 18 . Wednesday. A day or two ago reports here • 
revealed Hitler’s anxiety lest the rebels of Spain be defeated 
by the legal government. Our Consul-General in Hamburg 
wrote us on Monday that he had been informed that three 
ships loaded with arms had been sent from Hamburg recently. 
The situation in Madrid must be disappointing to Hitler and 
Mussolini who, I’m sure, will do their best to establish a third 
dictatorship around France. 

A few days ago about twenty German residents in Moscow 
were imprisoned as conspirators against the government there. 
This might have been expected as a reply to the, repeated 
attacks of Hitler, Goering and Goebbels. The German Foreign 
Office protested, but the Russian Ambassador protested also 
because the Germans had arrested Communists m Germany 
without proof of anything in the nature of conspiracy. But 
what can Communism and Nazism do to each other without 
crossing Poland? That would incite Poles, Czechs, French and 
even Rumanians to attack Germany. 

Today Germany and Italy recognized Franco as the head 
of the Spanish people, which he certainly is not. This will prob- 
ably mean French, English, American and other democratic 
refusals to recognize him. While this goes on, Roosevelt is on 
Ins way to South America where he will try to form a solid 
front of both Americas against European economic aggression. 
Will he succeed? Latin Americans are none too democratic. 
The Argentine Minister is Fascist in mentality. 

November 22. Sunday. Yesterday the German Government 
announced that they were sending a general to Spain as Charg£ 
d’ Affaires to the insurgent leader Franco who has been attacking 
Madrid, without success, for three weeks. This Franco had 
announced the blockading of Barcelona and had received pro- 
tests, not publicly, from England and France, their ships being 
in Spanish harbours. Today our Consul in Bremen who spent 
several years in Madrid called and reported from friends of 
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his in Spain that Franco had become so unpopular that severf 
towns he had taken in August have revolted and he is too 
weak to hold them. This confirms other stories I have heani 
about Spanish resentment at bringing thfc Moors into rite coun- 
try to help the insurgents. The weakening position of Franco 
seems, therefore, to have been the cause of the German- 
Italian announcement of their recognition a few days ago an 
of the Germans sending a general named Faupel to bap 
Franco, 

In the Embassy office last evening, a cable came fro® 
Madrid, signed by Wendelin, our Charge d’Affaires there. He 
quoted a well-known German business man in Madrid assaying 
that Germans could not communicate home by wire or tele- 
phone and that they were in grave danger of being killed / 
Spanish Government supporters. Wendelin asked me to S"* 
his telegram to^he German Foreign Office which I did abou 
8 o’clock. We then wired Madrid that we had done so, but ha 
no assurances as to any aid to Germans in Spain. Of course 
Germany could not do anything, having recognized Franco 
as the government. 

-- "This -news from Madrid was quite troublesome. It looked 
like a further German-Italian step towards war. Over the radio 
came the news a little later that England had sent a commis- 
sion by airplane to Spain to see just what the situation is. France 
was reported yesterday to have allowed a regiment of troops 
to slip into Spain on the government’s side. Mussolini is re- 
ported to have furnished Franco with war vessels under Spanis 
rebel flags to help blockade ports. How far can this go with- 
out actual conflict? Am I to be caught here in another Euro- 
pean war? When such folly rules European governments, it « 
hard for me to venture to represent our government. 

This noon we lunched with a wealthy American-German 
family. Theliusband said to me : "My foreign market has been 
sacrificed, but I am very busy making supplies for the German 

„army. When arming is completed I shall have to close my 
plant and dismiss my workers." I said: That is going to be em- 
barrassing. He said, "Yes, but our system allows nothing else.” 
He did not go further, but I was sure he was not really resentful 
of economic nationalism with war as its objective. - 
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November 25. Wednesday. I was asked this morning to call 
at the German Foreign Office. I took Mr.. Mayer with nic as 
a witness to what might be said. We went into Von Neurath s 
office at 1 o’clock andT remarked sarcastically : I am glad you 
have time to see me (having in mind the way he and Schurman 
delayed my interview some two months ago). The Secretary 
clearly caught my meaning. 

Before we took our seats, Von Neurath handed me. a copy 
of a treaty between Germany and J apan which 1 had anticipated 
and had predicted to be in preparation about two years ago. I 
read a paragraph or two and said: I hope this is aimed to 
prevent war. He replied i “Yes, that is the meaning, but it is 
directed against the Russian Comintern.” I said : You are try- 
ing to put an end to propaganda. He said : “Yes.” More than 
once he and Dr. Schacht have said to me that they greatly 
disliked propaganda. Of course they dislike any but their own. 

We left the Secretary in five minutes and met other ambas- 
sadors as we came away from the office. All the world is to be 
notified through the press this afternoon of the agreement 
between Germany, Italy and Japan (the Anti-Comintern Pact) 
designed to check Communist activity outside Russia and also- 
to frighten England and France once more. But my guess is • 
that tins treaty, which surely has secret clauses, contains also a 
military alliance of these powers against any other power that 
may deny them the right to annex other areas or countries; 
especially a promise to attack Russia in case Russia and Japan 
go to war in the Far East. _ 

November 27. Friday. The German press has called upon 
the people to rejoice at the treaty published yesterday. It is 
curious that Von Ribbentrop, German Ambassador to London 
and not very welcome there, came by air to Berlin to sign this 
treaty and that Non 'Neurath, the Secretary of State, did not 
sign it, nor did Hitler. I suspect the Secretary did not wish to 
sign it, also that Von Ribbentrop had worked on the matter 
long before he was sent to London. It is Hitler’s -way ofpopu- 
larizing .Von Ribbentrop who is not liked or respected very 
much here. 

The Italian pres announce today that Italy will enter the 
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German-Japan esc pact against Communism The English and 
the French press attack this so called “cultural pact between 
great intellectual peoples ” Having preached for years against 
all races except Aryans, the Germans now accept the yd W 
race of the Far East as their equals What would the old Kaiser, 
now at Doom, say if he were free to speak? For so many years, 
he warned all Western peoples to have nothing to do with 
yellow or black races, in spite of the fact that he had an alliance 
with the Turks when the World War began • * 

November 2g Sunday Miss Signd Schultz of the Chicago 
Tribune said today she had talked with the German press 
people yesterday and they were angered at Roosevelt’s Rio de 
Janeiro speech because he talked about democracies and peace 
so frankly I had read his address as reported in our radio 
bulletin It did not attack dictatorships but it made very clear 
statements against the methods of such powers He implied that 
all democratic peoples must unite against aggressors who take 
other people’s territory That is what irritated the German 
journalists Not one newspaper yesterday or today referred to 
the President’s address 

Deember 4 Friday Today I received a report of a teachers’ 
convention held near Frankfurt The government speaker was 
quoted as saying “Only one religion is fit for the German 
people and this is the Deutsche Christen It is time for us to 
take care that a Jew bastard out of the House of David is not 
forced upon the German people as God Any teacher who still 
talks to his pupils about a life in heaven is not fit to educate 
German youth ” 

The quotation above shows the dnft of Nazi superstition 
This is only another repetition of Von Schirach’s former 
speeches and it is practically the same thing as Rosenberg’s 
famous book on the Myth of the Twentieth Century, which has 
sold 500,000 copies m Germany Rosenberg, cunous as ins 
reasoning is, stands closer to Hitler than ever 

December 5 Saturday Today I saw Dr DieckhofT m the 
Foreign Office I indicated to him the general fear of war on 
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the part of foreign correspondents as well as many Germans. 
Dieckhoff pretended at first that there was really no fear of 
this in Germany. I could not agree. He then gave me a chance 
to ask for the truth of English newspaper reports that 5,000 - 
German soldiers Had been seen landing in Cadiz to help the 
Fascist Franco take Madrid. He acknowledged the truth of this 
but said they were volunteers to help defeat the Russian Com- 
munists fighting for the Spanish Government. He agreed that 
the Italians were doing even more and that a general Euro- 
pean war was quite possible if the struggle went on. My guess 
is that next spring will be the dangerous moment. 

When I asked Dieckhoff if Germany would like to see Musso- 
lini repeat Julius Caesar’s performances in Spain and France, 
he indicated a dislike of Mussolini, saying that Ciano had 
pressed for recognition of Franco some weeks ago and that 
Hitler had agreed. I asked whether Germany were really satis- 
fied with this. He did not say no, but he at once reminded me 
of the German suggestion of last August that no volunteers of 
any country should be allowed to go into Spain on either side. 

If this had been agreed to by the various powers represented 
in the London Non-Intervention Commission, then armies and'- 
airplanes might have been kept out. I know neither Italy nor 
Germany would keep any such agreement. He said Russia would 
not have kept the agreement. 1 replied that Russia would have 
kept out if the others had made perfectly clear they would do 
so. However, I said, Fascist propaganda had been going on in 
Spain a long time. He did not deny it. 

Then he told me that the French and English Ambassadors 
here had been with Von Neuxath this morning to say that 
France and England repeated their demand, made after the 
Friday conference in London, to Germany and Italy that these 
countries agree to send no more troops into Spain if Russia 
and France did the same. I asked him if Germany would 
accept. He said the Foreign Office agreed to the proposition 
but he could not guess what Hitler would do. I remarked: You 
know Mussolini has taken the islands in the Mediterranean 
that belonged to Spain and that he intends to control Spaiii - 
He will not accept the French-English demand. Will Germany 
support Italy in this? He did not answer, but I could not 
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avoid the feeling that the Foreign Office officials were some- 
what nervous about Hitler’s intervention in Spain. 

I then asked DieckhofT what Germany would say if the 
Pan-American Coriference, now in session in Buenos Aires, 
asked for a world peace conference. He indicated his approval 
and even thought Hitler might agree in case President Roose- 
velt called such a conference. The press here has shown opposi- 
tion to the Buenos Aires conference, especially to the President s 
speeches there and at Rio de Janeiro, in both of which he 
pointed to the dangerous results of unwise dictatorships assum; 
mg the right to conquer other nations. As I have heard Dieck- 
hofT say more than once that Germany must control the whole 
Danube zone, I felt that Roosevelt’s peace addresses must have 
bothered him a bit. But he insisted that Roosevelt’s appeals for 
peace, if they turned into a call for a world conference, would 
interest Germany and perhaps bring Hitler into co-operation. 
My thought was that Hitler will listen only if all democratic 
countries including Russia were united against him, and if Japan 
agreed also. This I fear is impossible and so the United States, 
England and France will be the only hope of saving the world 
from another war. Even that will not succeed if Germany and 
Italy do not go bankrupt and have serious shortages of food- 
stuffs. 

December p. Wednesday. Yesterday a Foreign Office official, 
talking to Counsellor Mayer, indicated more uneasiness about 
war than Dieckhoff showed when I saw him on the 5th. He 
reported confidentially, however, that Germany had complied 
with the British-French demand (in my mind deceptively). 
Germany will keep all troops and airplanes out of Spain, 11 
Russia and France will do the same. He made no comment 
as to Italy’s aid to Franco. I do not believe Mussolini will ever 
agree to the demand of the Non-Intervention Commission in 
London. The German official said further, “Germany was not 
willing to leave the decision of the Spanish people.” That is 
the MussoiYm-futfer dictator idea. They will control Spain. 

- 1 have official reports from different parts of Germany on 
the subject of genera! education. All teachers, with one or two 
exceptions in the Catholic states, must serve several weeks each 
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year in camps where Party leaders tell them what to teach. 
German school children once 'or twice each week through the 
year must meet political leaders to’leam the great and sacred 
duty of Germany and to imitate and follow the Fuehrer. The 
young folk everywhere must heil Hitler and show great en- 
thusiasm about the German empire and their duty to die for 
it at any time. 

Boys of ten to fourteen years arc organized as Deutsche 
Jimgvolk, They wear small knives at their side. The girls of 
the same age are organized, and even march in military forma- 
tion, as die Jtmgmadel. They wear uniforms according to in- 
structions. The boys from fourteen to eighteen are called Hitler 
Jugend and wear daggers ready for stabbing an enemy. They 
drill and march in the streets and enter the army when called 
up at seventeen or eighteen. The girls of the same age are 
called Bund Deutsche Model and are urged to marry early, 
bear many children and ask no questions. 

All these youths are taught "true interpretations of heroic 
German history.” Nobody is allowed to teach the facts about 
critical periods when leaders made blunders. All professors in 
high schools and universities under fifty years of age must be 
in labour camps for four weeks each year to learn political, race 
and religious theory as interpreted by ’true prophets like Dr. 
Alfred Rosenberg. Sometimes men with families are excused 
and sometimes professors actually refuse to conform. They arc 
left alone for a while to ponder their misdemeanours. If they 
do not submit, gradually they are sent to less desirable positions 
or dismissed. In all the universities on which wc have reports, 
great changes in history, philosophy, social and political science 
have been made. Leipzig is perhaps the most completely re- 
organized to meet Nazi purposes. 

The reports show some resistance in different regions. It 
seems not to be successful. A professor at Berlin has recently 
been ordered to Jena because he had not surrendered. Strangely 
enough, his students insist on going there too. This is a picture 
of intellectual Germany. 

December 13. Sunday. A great highway system is now being 
constructed and extended all over Germany in the hope of 
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being able in the shortest possible time to cany German armies 
to her frontiers. Dr. Todt, whom I know well and who I think 
is not a convinced Nazi, is supervising this expensive building- 
No cross roads arc permitted on these great autobahns, or 
through highways. Dr. Todt says cars and trucks can travel 
just as fast as rubber tyres will permit, perhaps too miles an 
hour. The roads all begin in Berlin and go directly to frontiers- 
One I have seen in East Prussia, another in Hanover leading 
towards the Dutch border. They do not go through any big 
towns or cities, but go close enough for regiments to get to 
them in a few minutes. 

Yesterday I saw a clipping from the front page of a Wash- 
ington paper attacking me violently as a complete failure here 
and pretending that the President is of the same opinion. This 
is news to me. The man who wrote the article on the foreign 
service situation pretends that the Department has given him 
the information. His name is Drew Pearson. I have never met 
him when in Washington. f . 

The story asserts that the President and the Department 
are planning to have Ambassador Bullitt sent here to deal with 
the Nazis because he favours their policies. Bullitt has a curious 
history. He went to Russia for Wilson in 1919. He made cer- 
tain recommendations on his return to Paris during the Peace 
Conference. Wilson could not get consideration of his Russian 
propositions, mostly because the English had forbidden Lloyd 
George to agree. Clemenceau would not think of allowing the 
Russian delegates to come to Paris. This led Bullitt to think 
Wilson had refused to consider his scheme, and in August or 
September, rgrg, Bullitt attacked Wilson before the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations in a way unprecedented in 
American history. 

He was sent to Russia early in 1934 as Ambassador, on the 
assumption that the Communists had agreed to pay certain 
* post-war debts and that they would then leave off their propa- 
ganda in the United States. Bullitt took a large staff and many 
consuls, in spite of die fact that little real work couId.be done 
in Russia until commercial treaties were negotiated:' He also 
spent huge sums building an Embassy palace and offices, said to 
be about 5 1,000,000, not too much if carefully applied. Not 
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having succeeded very well at the end of his first year, he 
became angry. Coming through Berlin in the spring or sum- 
mer of 1935, he reported to me that he was sure Japan would 
t attack eastern Russia within she months and he expected that 
Japan would take all the Far Eastern end of Russia. 

At luncheon with the French Ambassador, he repeated his 
hostile attitude and argued at length with the French for the 
defeat of the Franco-Soviet peace pact then being negotiated, 
which the English Ambassador reported to me was the best 
possible guarantee of European peace. This attitude of Mr. 
Bullitt seemed to me to be out of his range because France 
and England might think the President was speaking through 
him. I felt compelled to report the account as given me by 
the French Ambassador. Later, or about the same rime, when 
the new Italian Ambassador came here directly from Moscow, 
we were told that Bullitt had become attracted to Fascism 
before leaving Moscow. I understood how disappointed he 
must have been at the failure of the Russians to keep their 
promises made in Washington in 1934, but I could not see how 
an intelligent American could become a Fascist.^ Perhaps he 
was not. 

Last September, Mr. Bullitt was appointed Ambassador to 
Paris. He has made a good beginning there. But the story goes 
that he is on the reactionary side. The Washington newspaper 
story says he is in full sympathy with Nazi ideas. This is hard 
to believe. However, yesterday Monsieur Marcel Knecht, edi- 
tor and owner of Le Matin in Paris, came to see me, reporting 
that Bullitt, working for an alliance between France and Ger- 
many, had requested him to see me and ask me to advise the 
President to lend a hand in this. Knecht convinced me that he 
is an able but very conservative man, perhaps a Fascist in 
France. 

A little while after Knecht left, a telegram from Bullitt 
urged me to see and talk with Knecht. Does this mean that the 
United States is intermeddling, or that Bullitt is moving, as in 
1935 * without official instructions'? Notv, one may really ask, 
is the netvspaper story true or half true? My position is diffi- 
cult, but under such criticism I cannot resign, as I planned, 
next spring. To give up my work here under these dreum- 
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having succeeded very well at the end of his first year, he 
became angry. Coming through Berlin in the spring or’eum- 
mer of 1935, he reported to me that he was sure Japan would 
attack eastern Russia within six months and he expected that 
Japan would take all the Far Eastern end of Russia. 

At luncheon with the French Ambassador, he repeated his 
hostile attitude and argued at length with the French for the 
defeat of the Franco-Soviet peace pact then being negotiated, 
which the English Ambassador reported to me -was the best 
possible guarantee of European peace. This attitude of Mr. * 
Bullitt seemed to me to be out of his range because France 
and England might think the President was speaking through 
him. I felt compelled to report the account as given me by 
the French Ambassador. Later, or about the same time, when 
the new Italian Ambassador came here directly from Moscow, 
we were told that Bullitt had become attracted to Fascism 
before leaving Moscow. I understood how disappointed he 
must have been at the failure of the Russians to keep their 
promises made in Washington in 1934, but I could not see how 
an intelligent American could become a Fascist. _ Perhaps he 
was not. 

Last September, Mr. Bullitt was appointed Ambassador to 
Paris. He has made a good beginning there. But the story goes 
that he is on the reactionary side. The Washington newspaper 
story says he is in full sympathy with Nazi ideas. This is hard 
to believe. However, yesterday Monsieur Marcel Knecht, edi- 
tor and owner of Le Matin in Paris, came to see me, reporting 
that Bullitt, working for an alliance between France and Ger- 
many, had requested him to see me and ask me to advise the 
President to lend a hand in this. Knecht convinced me that he 
is an able but very conservative man, perhaps a Fascist in 
France. 

A little while after Knecht left, a telegram from Bullitt 
urged me to see and talk with Knecht. Does this mean that the ' 
United States is intermeddling, or that Bullitt is moving, as in 
1935, without official instructions? Now, one may really ask 
is the newspaper story true or half true? My position is difh: 
cult, hut under such criticism I cannot resign, as I planned 
next spring. To give up my work here under these dreum- 
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stances would put me in a defensive and positively false pofl* 
tion at home. '% 

December 16. Wednesday. The information we have^ bad, 
official and otherwise, reporting that Germany is .willing to 
cease sending troops to Spain, is of course untrue. Wherever 1 
see a German official and the Italian Ambassador they are 
in earnest, confidential conversation. Today at the Argentine 
Legation it was especially noticeable. When I meet the Italian 
now he speaks laconically and shows a positive hostility towards 
the United States. Before the Buenos Aires conference, he 
made several efforts to sound me out and pretended friend- 
ship. Now that Argentina is about to defeat Roosevelts 
general American peace plan under pressure from Britain, be 
resumes his former indifferent attitude. While German officials 
show a more friendly attitude, I notice evidence that Germany 
and Italy arc committed to the defeat of the English proposition 
to have all countries keep their soldiers out of Spain. 

December 18. Friday. We lunched with Dr. Scliacht. Am- 
bassador Luther from Washington was present. Schacht pulled 
me to one side and stressed the German folly of arming to 
the last man. But in public lie continues to refer to colonies as 
absolutely necessary for Germany, even at die cost of war* 
Notliing else was said of any significance, Ludier sajfng no til- 
ing at all though he had been reported to have almost de- 
nounced Roosevelt and his speeches in Brazil and Argentina. 
He had also spoken most bitterly about American limitation 
of credits to Germany. How he can complain when Germany 
has refused so long to pay her debts to American bankers ana 
bond holders, I can hardly understand. However, Luther said 
nothing unfriendly to me He is due back in Washington 
. before Roosevelt’s second inauguration on January 20. 

December S5. Friday. The German situation continues most 
critical. Foodstuffs are being regulated as in World War tim'cs 
and the poor people are being warned daily that cannon are 
more important now than butter. They are scared, or supposed 
to be, *0 that all possible sacrifices can be made for armaments. 
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Even I, as a diplomat, have to sign a document in order to get 
meat from a local grocer. Stores arc not allowed to sell to any- 
body not listed, and then only limited amounts daily or weekly 
Although w c import most or our supplies through Hamburg, 
we cannot always be sure we will be supplied, so we must 
register like the natives 

What the German people think of all this one cannot be 
sure but there are frequent signs of impatience, even anger 
The real trouble with Hitler is that he has not yet got his vast 
armies into a condition which would guarantee success m case 
he undertook to do what the army officers coaxed die Kaiser 
into trying in 1914-1918 

Hitler agreed with Mussolini in October to recognize the 
Franco Fascists as the government of Spain Bodi of them have 
been sending troops, war planes and arms to Franco since early 
August, although both of diem entered the British neutrality 
agreement about the same time, saying they would not send 
men and arms to Spam But, as already noted, they recognized 
Franco when he was thought to be taking Madrid m early 
October Hider sent General Faupcl, who had been a military 
propagandist m South America for several years, as his repre- 
sentative to Spam He was to direct military affairs for die 
Fascists and Nazis The people m Germany have not been per- 
mitted to know that 20,000 soldiers and technicians have been 


sent to Spam 

However, this week Faupel returns to Berlin to tell the 
Fuehrer that Franco says he must have 60,000 German soldiers 
if he is to overthrow the government there The reports from 
the English press say that Italian troops are not being sent 
according to promises, and that England and Italy are getting 
together Does that mean a lone German conquest of Spain? 
If so, Trance will be m a dangerous position In view of this 
danger France lets the English know diat they plan to send 
100,000 soldiers into Spain to defeat the Germans 


This is the present danger of 1936 What will Hitler do’ 
XC he is-dcfeated m Spam his prestige will fa!! tremendously 
Our reports continue that some German troops have deserted 
to the government side when they were ordered to attack Ma- 
drid Hitler s financial condiuon does not seem equal to his plan 
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The shortage of food makes his people uneasy. Any loss of 
prestige, according to all his' boasts, would be contrary to God s 
will. Now he must decide what to do. If he withdraws from 
Spain the world will know it, but his own people will onty 
know about his recognition of Franco. That would leave him 
another year to execute another Stroke. What can that be? I 
wait and watch until my time to retire. 



XI 

December 29, 1936 to June 4 , 1937 

December 2Q. Tuesday .* I talked tonight with Dr. Schacht. 
He joked about a reported shipment of great Douglas bombing 
planes to the Spanish Government from the United States. I 
had received information that $2,770,000 w °rih these planes 
were on the way and that the State Department had announced 
this was no violation of the neutrality act. When I replied to 
Schacht : Yes, but a hundred bombing planes were sold to Ger- 
many in the autumn of 1935 for delivery to Italy from the 
same American plane factories against the President’s order, 
he was silenced. His conversational tone indicated that he knew 
about the deal for Italy. He added : ‘'Well, that was to aid 
Italy to extend her colonial realm.” 

I asked Schacht then about Germany’s reply to the French- 
English demand to agree to keep arms and soldiers out of 
Spain. He said: “Germany is not sending soldiers there and 
the Fuehrer will soon give a favourable answer. He is as ready 
as anybody for peace. The only obstacle to a real settlement is 
the English refusal so far to restore our colonies.” Then he 
added, “France is ready to restore our colonies any time. I was 
assured of this when in Paris representing the Fuehrer last 
August. Why does England refuse? We can never have a dis- 
armament agreement until we get our colonies.” 

He went on to say all Germany’s pre-war colonies were not 
enough and a third time reiterated, “New Guinea must be given 
us.”^ I said : The Netherlands owns part of that great island. He 
replied: “The Dutch will agree to give us their part. Why 
should not England agree?” I told him I had learned from 
Minister Gie of South Africa that great difficulties would follow 
English Session of colonies and that the populations were much 
opposed to a change of ownership. Schacht acknowledged 
also having talked with Gie, but insisted he was wrong I 
wonder what lies behind Schacht’s saying that Holland would 
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XI 


December 29 > 1996 to June 4 , 1997 

December 29. Tuesday ' I talked tonight with Dr. Schacht. 
He joked about a reported shipment of great Douglas bombing 
planes to the Spanish Government from the United States. I 
had received information that $2,770,000 worth of these planes 
were on the way and that the State Department had announced 
this was no violation fc of the neutrality act. When I replied to 
Schacht: Yes, but a hundred bombing planes were sold to Ger- 
many in the autumn of 1935 for delivery to Italy from the 
same American plane factories against the President’s order, 
he was silenced. His conversational tone indicated that he knew 
about the deal for Italy. He added: "Well, that was to aid 
Italy to extend her colonial realm." 

1 asked Schacht then about Germany’s reply to the French-' 
English demand to agree to keep arms and soldiers out of 
Spain. He said: "Germany is not sending soldiers there and 
the Fuehrer will soon give a favourable answer. He is as ready 
as anybody for peace. The only obstacle to a real settlement is 
the English refusal so far to restore our colonies.” Then he 
added, “France is ready to restore our colonies any time. I was 
assured of this when in Paris representing the Fuehrer last 
August. IVhy does England refuse? We can never have a dis- 
armament agreement until we get our colonies.” 

He went on to say all Germany’s pre-war colonies were not 
enough and a third time reiterated, “New Guinea must ho 

W.laud: TheNetberlandeowmpattofC^ 

replied: “The Dutch will agree to give us A-v He 

should not England agree?” I told him I had Ir/^' 
Minister Gie of South Africa that ereat lcanic d from 

English cession of colonies and that the non 1 *** WOu ^ follow 
opposed to a change of ownership. 3005 much 

also having talked with Gie, but L;?, acknowledged 
wonder what lies behind Scot's 
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The American airplane sale, which the State Department 
could not prevent under the 1935 neutrality law, involved 
§2,700,000 worth of airplanes. As these planes were to be sold 
by a private business firm to one of the parti cs 'in a, civil _\var, 
there was nothing to do. But Germany made loud protests 4 
until leaden here learned 'that Congress, now 4 " gathering in 
Washington, was almost sure to stop the shipments. Then the 
press rejoiced in this indication that American neutrality means 
German-Italian domination of Spain., That is apt to be the case 
unless France sends scores of thousands of soldiers and hundreds 
of planes to Madrid. If France does that, will * Germany 
go to war with France? If so, what will Italy do? Hitler will 
meet all the diplomats on January 11 and we may expect to . 
hear sharp challenging language about all democracies. 


January n . Monday. At 11.45 I was in the old Reichspalast 
where Von Hindcnburg lived. All the diplomats were there. 

' The Frenchman, much troubled about *the position of his 
country, was busy talking. He showed serious concern. We 
waited and talked fifteen minutes before Hitler appeared. The 
Italian seemed the least sought after by others. He was as aloof 
to me as in August when I returned to my post, and I recipro- 
cated. Sir Eric Phipps was as discreet as ever, but he revealed 
more sympathy for the Fascist crowd in Spain than I had noted 
before. I believe now he is almost a Fascist, as I think are Bald- 


win and Eden. The Russian Ambassador was as calm and un- 
disturbed as if his country had not been denounced here every t- 
day since last September. No Ambassador or Minister said 
anything revealing, although I twitted the Englishman a bit 
about their treaty with the greatest Machiavelli of modern 
decades. He smiled but would say nothing. 

At *'12 o’clock the Fuehrer came into the great hall wh 
forty or more of us stood in a Hue around the walls ? 

Papal Nuncio was reported to be ill, the French Ami, C ? C 
stood at the head of the line. X was next the t. t . sa dor 
Turk fourth and the Russian fifth, ^ ** 

service here. The Fuehrer looted of 

he came m, red in the face. The Frenchm™ barra ««i as 
to read the address of welcome which Jh “.f epped forward 
" ine Nuncio prc _ 
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pared, and Hitler faced him. Nothing serious was said or sug- 
gested. When this was concluded, the Fuehrer read his repty> 
also saying nothing, which rather surprised me since the inter* 
national situation is so dangerous. I had expected hints to the 
British and French. Not a word. The first paper was written 
and read in French; Hitler replied in German. I understood 
little of the French statement, but grasped most of the Ger- 
man, difficult as Hitler’s German is. 

After these greetings were finished, Hitler shook hands with 
'the Frenchman and the two talked in German in low tones so 
that* others might not hear them, 'Hitler speaking a little the 
b louder of the two. I imagine the Frenchman complained at the 
« German attacks on France today in all papers “because Hitler 
alluded to the French press in a slightly critical tone. 

* * He- hext tinned to me and pretended to be very cordial. I 
' alluded to the unfortunate commercial relations between our 
two countries. He turned to complimenting President Boose- 
. velt on his vast majority and on his constructive measures. I ' 
-■agreed and said: I am glad you read the President’s addresses- 
He said he had done so, but I doubt it. Then I said: I ha\e 
recently read Dr. Schacht’s article in' Foreign Affairs which I 
’•thought very able; in the main I agree with all he said. The 
conversation closed after a few more words and he turned to 
the English representative. I understood nothing that they 
said. Hitler went the whole round, even chatting cordially with 
the Russian. After the Fuehrer, Secretary von Neuratli passed, 
giving his greetings and indulging in a bit of conversation. 

January 37. Wednesday. Today I received news from Am- 
bassador Davies at Moscow that he had told the President that 
Dr. Schacht was now even more enthusiastically in favour of 
world peace than he was in December when I talked with him- 
I bad been sceptical in my report to the President, became I 
remembered how Schacht had attacked the President and Hull 

hen I saw- him in August. 

Ambassador Davies had an important interview with Schacht 
just before he left Berlin on January iG. Schacht captivated 
him. The essence of the interview was that Schacht urged upon 
Davies the hope that President Roosevelt would call a peace 
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conference in Washington. v Schacht proposed that such an 
international gathering ought to agree beforehand upon the 
subjects and the major problems and their solution. Davies had 
some doubts about the willingness of Roosevelt to take the lead. 

Schacht said that he was authorized by his government to 
offer definite terms to France and England based upon the 
following points : stabilization of the present frontiers of Euro- 
pean countries ; establishment of perpetual peace in Europe ; 

' discontinuation of tire present arms race ; abolition of sanctions, 
to be replaced by some administrative machinery which would' 
permit the members of this proposed alliance to enforce their * 
decisions ; substitution of a workable agreement between powers 
for the present'League of Nations. k 

However, the first German stipulation before any such agree- 
ment can be discussed or arrived at must provide Germany 
with colonies, access to raw materials, and regions' open to 
settlement and migration. Schacht was certain of the support, 

*• at least in principle, of the French nation, through conversa- f 
tions he had had with Premier L6on Blum. However, he said 
the French Premier had been flatly rebuffed when he ap- 
proached the English Foreign Office. 

In addition 'to the interview Davies had with Schacht, he\ 
saw a number of his old friends in the German Foreign Office. 
He was impressed with the unanimous opinion among these 
men that the question of civil war in Spain was no longer a 
threat to world peace. He further gathered the impression that 
Hitler was planning a recall of his “volunteers” and technical 
experts from Spain. Davies agreed with his friends that the 
internal affairs of Spain were questions which should be settled 
by Spaniards themselves without pressure from abroad. I have 
had so many similar assurances from. officials in the Foreign 
Office that I am a bit sceptical of the sincerity of these pro- 
fessions. 


I had received ^ message from Hull about January 25 inti- 
mating that Ilgncr, of the I. G. Farben trust, also president of ’ 
the Carl Schurz Foundation, a propaganda organization in the 
United States, had been active in Latin America against the 
conference at Buenos Aires, and especially against Htdl’s com 
mercial treahes. llgner announced in Chile, I believe that he 
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was Schacht’s representative there. All this made me think 
Davies had fallen for the Nazi proposals for commerce and 
loans. At any rate, I decided to wire my own interpretation of 
Schacht’s attitude. He is a liberal in some respects, but he has 
no such power in international matters as Davies thinks. 

Recently reports have come to me that American banks arc 
contemplating large new credits and loans to Italy and Ger- 
many whose war machines are already large enough to threaten 
the peace of the world.: I •'have even heard, but it seems un- 
believable to me, that Mr. Bullitt is lending encouragement 
to these schemes. * . . 

January 2g. Friday. I received a telegram from the Chemical 
National Bank and Trust Company in New York saying 
that Arnold Bernstein, a Hamburg Jew and president of the 
Red Star Steamship Line, and four of his assistants Had been 
imprisoned. The telegram said that their bank had loaned the 
Red Star Line $1,000,000 and that the Erie Railroad had' 
loaned $4,000,000. If Bernstein and his fellows remained in 
prison many days, the New York creditors would take posses- 
sion of the Red Star ships on which they had a mortgage." Bank 
business must go on. 

Preferred the matter to Consul-General Jenkins and asked 
him to call up the consulate at Hamburg and get what informa- 
tion he could. ,Thc case was not one for our government to take 
up because the imprisoned persons are all Germans and because 
the Red Star Line is a German company flying the swastika 
flag. Yet the arrest interrupted large American business inter- 
ests, even throwing men out of employment. 

January 30. Saturday. The Fuehrer spoke two .and a half 
hours today before what he calls the Reichstag. Troubled with 
lumbago the last month, I decided not to attend but asked 
two of our staff to go and report what was said. 

I did go to a tea given by the Crown Prince who had not 
inxU/si Vi Vk. v?. -a kvwg ravekf k hrJifXC. 

since 193 j. The party was rather interesting. A large number 
of diplomats were there, also German business and profes- 
sional people. I spoke with the unhappy Crown Prince a few 
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minutes, also with his clever son, Louis Ferdinand. They 
seemed greatly pleased to think that Americans were friendly 
towards the dethroned HoLenzollems. There has been repeated 
talk that there is to come in a year or two an uprising which 
will put the aged, exiled Kaiser back upon the imperial throne. 

1 heard a few days ago that the movement is advancing too fast 
and may defeat the Hohcnzollcm interest. In any case, there was _ 
•evidence of much friendliness at the big tea-party at Potsdam. 

This is the day when Europeans arc all looking towards Berlin 
to see if a move is made that signifies war. But the Fuehrer, ac- 
cording to reports of our people who heard him speak, was more 
conciliatory than he has been since 1933. He said Germany has * 
regained her equality with other nations, her people are again * : 
contented, and they now only await the return of their colonies. 
He knows the other powers will do this but only on condition, 
that Germany ‘agrees to limit armaments and return to the 
. League of Nations. He therefore said nobody has a right to say 
how many soldiers and bombing planes Germany shall have. 
So s no agreement as to colonies is likely to be made, in my 
opinion. 

February 2. Tuesday. We attended a musicale and '^dinner 
given by the Grown Prince at the Esplanade Hotel. There were 
. perhaps 1,500 people who listened, to the music and 200 who 
sat down to dine with the ex-Crown Prince. I was at his table ; 
my wife was at the Crown Princess’ table. The Crown Prince 
told me of his five-year exile on an island in the North Sea. I 
had not known he was there so long. He talked of German his- 
tory, showing more knowledge than I had expected from former 
royalty. He agreed with me that historical writing in Germany 
in the next generation is almost certain to deteriorate. He 
did not say Tarty domination was the cause; but he made that 
idea plain. 

It seemed a little curious to see Madame Schacht bow so low 
before the Crown Prince when he greeted her, especially since 
the little Nazi cross is so conspicuous around her neck The same 
courtly attitude seas revealed by several other government 
people and their wives. Schacht was not there. We could not 
get away before 12 o’clock. I noticed the French Ambassador 
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and other representatives of countries all over the world. The 

Russian, the Pole, and the Turk were not present. 

February 3. Wednesday. We attended "the first dinner the 
Fuehrer has ever given to the whole diplomatic corps. ‘Many 
officers of his government, Goering, Schacht, Goebbels, and 
others were there. It was held in the Fuehrer’s new palace, 
more elaborate than anything I have ever seen and finished only 
a few weeks ago. There were close to seventy-five servants 
marching in and halting in military fashion before the tables. 
Hitler certainly does not save his people’s money, though he 
ate no meat and drank no wine. There were no champagne 
toasts, the rule here at big dinners. Personally, I was not in a 
position to talk to the Fuehrer, which would have been embar- 
rassing to me. I did talk a little across the table to Goering 
whose fame in the world, or ill-fame, dates especially from the 
firing of the Reichstag building in 1933 and the killings in June, 
1934. Of course I could not talk freely with him, being unable 
to forget these things. However, I must not imply that Hitler 
was not equally guilty. 

The great party adjourned from the tables into a large recep- 
tion-room where Hitler and Goering stood at one end to receive 
greetings and thanks. I noticed the French and British Am- 
bassadors were most unrestrained in their apparent happiness. 
But Schacht and Goebbels did hot hang about the T uehrer at 
all, and Von Ncurath only a moment or two. At eleven o clock 
the French Ambassador and his wife departed and the others all 
quickly followed. I had expected the party would last until 2 
o’clock, but I would not have stayed so long. 

I have been out every night for about a week and must con- 
tinue to do so for another week. This dining until late at night 
and getting home at 12 o’clock is very tiresome to me, having to 
be in the office rather early every morning and remaining, ex- 
cept for lunch time, until 7. My wife must go out almost c\cry 
day she does not give a luncheon or tea. She takes much of the 
burden from me. 

February is. Friday. I have heart! from our Consul in Frank- 
furt am Main that the government has forbidden all Jews who 
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fought in the World War to hold any assemblies, although they 
have hitherto held veterans' meetings. 

Business firms in that.district'bre to reduce the wages of all 
workers in Ersatz plants, making substitute raw materials, by 
to per cent. Perhaps this is to cheapen prices of such goods. In 
Prankfurt, three workers have been in prison a year because 
they were thought to be associated in some way with Com- 
munists. They have just been tried and sentenced to four, six, 
and eight years, respectively, in prison. 

A few weeks ago Dr. Schacht made a long address on his six- 
tieth birthday at a great Reichsbank celebration. I learn today 
that Dr. Goebbels censored it sharply. Schacht had said the 
11,000,000,000 mark debt must be paid. That was not allowed 
to be printed. But the debt is certainly four times that amount, 
including 3,000,000,000 to United States banks and bond hold- 
ers. He also said German circulation of marks has increased 
50 per cent since 1933 and he added that the Ersatz industry 
must not go on increasing, as it costs about four times as much 
as what imports would cost. 

February so. Saturday. This is the first evening in a week I 
have not been somewhere to dine. Last Tuesday, the i6th, Dr.' 
Sering sat next to my wife at a luncheon we gave for American 
bankers trying to settle German debt problems. He started to 
criticize severely Hitler’s treatment of universities. My wife 
said: “I did not think you could speak so freely.” He replied : 
“I say what I think. They can shoot me any time they want to. 
This system is mining German intellectual life.” This same old 
gentleman is well acquainted in the United States. He said quite 
as much to me two years ago, and nothing has been done to him. 

Last night we attended a musicale of a Nazi official at the 
Bristol Hotel. There were perhaps 150 people present. The 
concert was not bad. At the dinner table, my wile sat next to 
the Duke of Coburg. I sat near Dr. Schacht who said loud 
enough for German officials to hear him: "Mussolini is annex- 
ing Spain; his next move will be to annex Egypt.” I said: I 
learn that Mussolini has built a great road from the Red Sea 
-to the Egyptian border. How did he get the money? Schacht 
replied : “Money does not have to be gotten now, we only issue 
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paper and keep it circulating rapidly,, thereby maintaining 
people at work That is all ” It surprised some people to hear 
this from the ablest finance official m the world, but no one 
added any remarks I think the Nazi officials resented this, but 
they dared not say anything in his presence, 

February 21 Sunday I went to the old Kaiser Opera House 
at 12 o’clock today Hitler and his chiefs sat where the royal 
family sat when I was here in 1899 It was a memorial service 
in honour of the two million Germans killed in the World War 
There was no prayer or religious note About fifty flags of all 
nations were held by soldiers on the stage t After a beautiful 
piece of classical music, General von Blomberg, chief of the new 
Nazi army, went to the stage and delivered an address which 
could not have been delivered m any democratic countiy 

He did not speak of the war as a calamity due to some 
leaders’ blunders He did say Germany’s plight at the end of 
the war was the worst in history, which is not true, though cotl- 
ditions were bad enough His mam objective was to say Hitler 
had saved the German people as no other leader had c\cr done, 
to thank him for arming the whole nation, and to botV before 
him for his immense wisdom and patriotism The “Hctl Hitler 
ceremony followed, with everybody but mjself and a few other 
diplomats extending their nght hands while the orchestra 
played the Horst Wessel song This is modem Germany! 

February 23 Tuesday Today I talked for about an hour with 
Dr Dieckhoff I wished to let him know what an unfortunate 
effect the failure of Germany to answer the State Department’s 
invitation to participate m an economic conference in Washing- 
ton would produce In three whole weeks, no answer has been 
received to the invitation presented in January I also wanted 
to menuon the effect of die government's issuing decrees to all 
business men not to answer any questions of our Commerce or 
Treasury Department officials here about American investments 
in Germany One other object was to learn., if possible, what 
German officials reallj think about the international agreement 
to keep all troops and war supplies out of Spam Final!), I 
wanted to know what Von Ncuratb was doing in Austria 
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Dieckhoif has seemed to me to be the most democratic of the 
men in the Foreign Office, even more so than my deceased 
friend, Von BQlow, who passed away last June. Dicckhoff is 
reported not to be liked by Von Neurath, his chief, but I am 
not sure this rumour is correct. He has always seemed to recog- 
nize the brutal mistakes made here by the Hitler regime. So I 
felt that we might possibly have a real conversation. 

He agreed at once that it was a mistake not to answer the 
American invitation to participate in the conference set for the 
first week in April. The delay, he said, was hot due to Von 
Neurath’s feeling. It was perhaps due to Dr. Schacht’s attitude, 
which he said was not always what Schacht professed it was. 
The real objection to acceptance, he thought, was due to the 
indifference or hostility of the Labour and Economics Ministries 
—that is, Hitler’s men. As to the refusal to give any informa- 
tion about American investments in Germany, he frankly 
agreed with me that it was a mistake. I gave him the dates of 
the two almost offensive letters the government had sent, one 
to me, the other to our Consul in Hamburg. 

As to German-Italian relations, he really said nothing al- 
though Tie talked plenty. He would not agree that Mussolini 
intends to dominate Spain, though he had once before frankly 
said Germany would not protest if Mussolini annexed Egypt. 
His conversation revealed indirectly the doubtful wisdom of 
Germany’s alliance with Italy. « 

As to Von Neurath’s visit, it was only a return formality for 
the Austrian Foreign Secretary’s visit here. I was sure it was 
more and asked about the reported rioting of the Viennese 
people when Von Neurath appeared. He insisted that there 
had been only wild Nazi demonstrations and that some of the 
uncontrollable fellow's had to be arrested to keep them from 
doing too much. In my judgment it was all arranged here for 
propaganda purposes and the Austrians were, expressing their 
hostility to the Nazis. Hence the arrests. It is contrary to law 
for an Austrian to heil Hitler. 

Dieckhoff did say that a four-power agreement was Ger- 
many’s object, also that Germany wanted control of Austria and 
Hungary, but that this would he defeated if a Hapsburg heir 
were to be put upon the ancient Austrian throne. Von Neurath 
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was really trying to advance Germany’s aggressive attitude to- 
wards domination of the Balkan states This is m part aimed at 
smoking out Mussolini into a revelation of lus real attitude 
towards the Austrian restoration Nobody seems to think the 
poor Austrian people are free to have the kind of government 
they wish DieckhofF, libera! as he has always seemed to be, 
showed again his view that the Danube region belongs to Ger- 
many It is the old Kaiser’s policy, only far more urgent with 
Hitler than with the pre-war regime Europe never recognizes 
the natural rights of different nations Power is the only real 
thing 

February 28 Sunday Another week of dinners and luncheons 
is past We were out nearly every night, once with the Russian 
Ambassador, where he had forty guests at the table, ambassa 
dors, ministers, and representatives of German officialdom but 
no lugh German official The dining hall, heated by old 
fashioned German stoves, was quite cold for me, even for the 
British Ambassador, although Englishmen at home never have 
warm houses At least, I have never seen any there except 
hotels where Americans stay 

March 4 Thursday Today I talked again with Dr Schacht 
He complained at first rather sharply about the American 
newspaper report that Germany’s selling of $69,000,000 worth 
of bonds in America, to meet certain interest payments due 
to creditors, had increased German debts, two billion dollars of 
which were kept secret Schacht said this false story would 
hurt Germany’s credit 

When he emphasized the point, I told him about reports I 
had from our Consuls m Latin America to the efTect that Ger- 
man representatives in Chile, Brazil, and Argentina had done 
what they could to defeat Secretary Hull’s peace efforts at the 
Buenos Aires conference and that one of the men there had 
claimed he represented Dr Schacht He asked who it was I 
declined to give his name at that time since the informaUon to 
me from Washington was confidenual What Schacht *atd 
made it clear he was dunking of Ilgner’s work there, as I was, 
and he did not deny it 
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I then asked Schacht about the possibility of a world peace 
conference. He favoured the idea and spoke with much emo- 
tion, it seemed, about the danger of war which he said be 
always opposed, even the vast appropriations here for arma- 
ment He said Hitler was against war and had urged peace or 
armament reductions. I did not mention the many times Hitler 
had said such tilings and then proceeded in the opposite direc- 
tion. Schacht then said arms manufacturers were the people 
who had defeated peace efforts since Wilson’s attempts in 19x8, 
and who had also defeated the League of Nations negotiations 
on the subject every time they were undertaken. 

He repeated his hope that Washington might have a prelimi- 
nary conference looking towards world peace and practically 
asked me if Hull would like to have him over there for discus- 
sion. In caseiie were invited to go, he would persuade Hitler to 
agree to having a peace conference, get him to accept his idea 
of substituting freer world trade for war preparations, and ob- 
tain a real peace agreement among the four important nations : 
Germany, France, England, and the United States. I consented 
to speak of this in a telegram to Washington. What he said 
about Hitler’s recent speech on seizing business men’s property 
and one by Von Ribbentrop in Leipzig relative to German de- 
mands for colonies, surprised me a little. He said both speeches 
were bunk, intended for local consumption, but both harmful 
abroad. 

Then I went to Secretary von Neurath. He said : “No war is 
likely.” I answered that arming to the last degree by all nations 
was most dangerous. He admitted as much but laid the blame 
on England. I reminded him that England was the last of all 
the nations to arm. He could not deny this, and then said, 
munitions manufacturers had really been responsible for the' 
dangerous armaments of European countries. 

When I asked about the Spanish situation, he bluntly said : 
“We shall never allow the present government of Spain to win 
the civil war. It is Communism and we shall never allow that 
in any European state.” That contradicted the peace idea with 
which he began. I said: Do you feel that no other nation has 
a right to govern itself, even foolishly? He said : “No, not when 
it involves Communism. If that happened in Spain, France 



394 DECEMBER 29, 1 936 TO JUNE 4, 1 937 
would turn Communist and then attack us ” I had not 
forgotten Dieckhoff s statement about Von Neurath’s visit to 
Vienna .where he protested against Austrian restoration of the 
Hapsburg monarch That was not a Communist move, >et the 
Nazis insisted it must not happen These Germans, even those 
who are considered liberal, seem to me never to think about 
the rights of smaller nations 

When I raised the question of a possible world peace confer- 
ence, he at once said * No, it cannot be successful ” This nos 
the opposite of Schacht’s idea His plan was to make nations 
more prosperous by gradual disarmament and spending of 
money in other directions But when I repeated the danger of 
continued rearmament for all nations, Von Neurath agreed 
again I left him, convinced that his former half liberal atti- 
tudes had been practically abandoned 

These conversations, especially that with Von Neurath, 
revealed more clearly than formerly that the German Govern- 
ment is now determined to control, and actually annex, neigh- 
bouring countries The Balkan states are theirs, the Mediter- 
ranean states are Mussolini’s Official pronouncements ov cr the 
radio from Rome give strong evidence of an agreement to these 
ends, although the German and Italian peoples dislike each 
other almost as much as the French and Germans 

March 6 Saturday Yesterday the German press attacked and 
denounced Mayor La Guardia of New York for a remark he 
made about an exhibit m the World’s Pur building next year, 
in which a bust of the brown shirted Hitler should be erected, 
the exhibit to be called the Chamber of Horrors The VSlktstktt 
Beobachtcr and the AnQnJf, official papers, went the limit in de- 
nouncing La Guardia as a tcmblc Communist, racketeer, and 
whoremonger, Jewish they said They even attacked the United 
States Government for allowing such a speech, unaware, it 
seems, that free speech 13 the law of the American land. 

I telegraphed a summary of what was said, but have made no 
protest until I receive instructions Unhappily for Dr Schacht, 
this comes at the Umc Secretary Hull autiionred Ambassador 
Luther to telegraph Berlin that he hoped soon to be able to 
arrange a treaty waih Germany for better commercial terms. Thu 
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is the third time this sort of thing has happened here just as 
some negotiations were under discussion in Washington. In 
1934 Hitler published a statement that nobody Was to be 
arrested and imprisoned— Jews especially — except upon due 
process oflaw. On March 6 of that year he loudly.declared to 
■*me that any German who started propaganda in the United 
States would be pitched into the North Sea. Before I returned 
on May 16, 1934, both these promises had been violated. 
Gocbbds making a terrific speech against the Jews while I was. 
on the Atlantic. On June 30, 1934, hundreds of opponents and 
many actual supporters were murdered upon Hitler’s order 
without trial or evidence of anyone’s guilt. How coflld Secretary 
Hull urge a treaty to be adopted by the Senate that year? 

In June, 1935, when a deal was being negotiated in New 
York for bank credits so that Germany could buy $35,000,000 
worth of cotton, Goering made a violent denunciation of Catho- 
lics. At once it caused the banks to refuse credit, and cotton could 
not be had. Goebbels followed a few days later with another 
denunciation of the Jews. So another Nazi defeat in trade 
resulted. 

On March 4, Schacht asked me to telegraph the government 
how glad he would be to go to Washington in the hope of 
negotiating a trade arrangement and told me he expected to 
carry Hitler’s approval of a world peace conference. The next 
day these violent newspaper scandals broke, La Guardia being 
popular in America. So another blunder 1 

March g. Tuesday. Two priests from a monastery in Bavaria, 
built by American Catholics, came to see me this morning. The 
German district leader had forbidden them to speak or read 
the Bible in their monastery or church rooms. They could not 
understand this when their salaries were paid from the United 
States, but they feared that, if they should speak or read the 
Bible, they would be ordered out of the country. If they went 
away, their monastery which cost American contributors 
300,000 marks would be taken over by the Nazi Party. 

I could do nothing for them but advise caution and a visit to 
our Consul-General who might possibly help them. This is the 
second case of this kind brought to my personal attention. Con- 
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sul Jenkins reported to me that all he could do would he to 
give the facts to the Secret Police chief and persuade lum that 
such a move would be harmful to German interests However, 
the ownership of property by foreigners in Germany is cntirel) 
under the control of the Nazi Party 

March 12 Friday Max Jordan, NBC representative in 
Europe, called and reported that the opinion of press people 
and radio managers at home favours Roosevelt’s judicial reform 
which is now being so hotly discussed In spite of editorial con 
trol and big business influence, both reporters and workers all 
favour Roosevelt’s plan He said the Senate strongl) opposed 
him, but the majority would vote for the measure I hope so 
If they defeat the President, his second term will be like Theo- 
dore Roosevelt’s second term — argument and pressure for re- 
form, without success Only Franklin Roosevelt’s defeat would 
be much worse and more dangerous because lus majorities have 
been overwhelming in three Congressional elections, surpassing 
anything since Jefferson, who was also defeated in his major 
purposes except for the purchase of Louisiana 

Jordan then talked of German popular attitudes as revealed 
to him by a journalist whose name he dared not give He said 
many airplane accidents and deaths hjid occurred tlus winter 
but not a word of them was allowed in the press Only one case 
was reported the accident a month ago m Berlin which could 
not be kept secret because it occurred in a busy section of the 
aty, Fne people being killed The reason for keeping all such 
accidents secret is to prevent young people from being discour- 
aged, as so many thousands are ordered regulirl) into air 
service I had known this was a rule of the government for 
more than two >ean 

He then said he was informed that some fift) soldiers were 
ordered to go on an unknown mission from Hamburg The> 
were forbidden to tell their parents they were going out of the 
country, to Spam, but some of them spoke of it A meeting of 
parents was held m the town near vvhere the sold ten received 
orders. The Jvaxi local officials arrested and imprisoned all th" 
parents, for how long Jordan did not know He added that a 
number of the soldiers committed suicide rather than goon the 



DECEMBER 29, 1936 TO JUNE 4, 1937 397 

secret journey. If this is correct, it means something serious for 
Hitler-and Gocring to think about. 

This afternoon at 5.30 I went to the German Foreign Office, 
Mr. Lee with me, to make the protest Secretary Hull cabled me 
from Washington against the shameful German press attacks on 
February 4, 5 and 6 against the women, the people and the gov- 
ernment of the United States. Knowing the motives of the Nazi 
officials, Goebbels and Rosenberg, also Hitler himself, I could 
not expect any real regrets even from Secretary von Neurath. 

I told Von Neurath, who showed himself a little embarrassed, 
what a blunder the Germans had made. He acknowledged this, 
but said he had stopped the extreme vituperation of the Angrijf 
articles from being published in other German papers. I then 
had Mr. Lee read Secretary Hull's protest and showed Von 
Neurath several other German papers which had reprinted 
what the Angrijf had said. He could not deny what had hap- 
pened and he agreed with me it was very stupid, though he 
pleaded in excuse that some American papers had attacked Ger- 
many violently during the last four years. He could not justify 
present-day German folly. The conversation ended. I was sure 
Von Neurath, even if he had wanted to, did not dare apologize 
as Hull had done for La Guardia’s ridicule of Hitler, and that 
he would really not say anything to the Fuehrer or Goebbels. 
They are incorrigible. 

March 15. Monday. This afternoon I learned that Ernst. 
Hanfstaengl, long a close supporter of Hitler and chief of the 
Nazi foreign press office, was ordered about February 20 to 
close his office and go to Valencia, Spain, on some mission. I 
was to have had lunch with Hanfstaengl on February 22 and he 
informed me he had to leave Berlin. A close friend told me to- 
day that Hanfstaengl went to Munich, his home, did not go to 
Spain, and has since disappeared. I hear he is in a concentra- 
tion camp and in danger of losing his life. He has not been seen 
by Hitler in two years or more and I have noted at the Carl 
Schurz luncheons that he was rather free in criticizing Goebbels 
and others in the regime. I never ventured frank talk with him 
after the summer of 1934. Since he gave much money to Hitler' 
in 1923, helped him write Mem Kampf t an d was in every way 
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familiar with Hitler’s motives, he would be an unreliable man 
out of Germany.’ What a book he could write ! 

A rejJort today reveals that the Germans and the Czecho o* 
vaks have negotiated a treaty for mutual good relations, Ben 
having agreed to treat all Germans in his country as well as e 
Czechs themselves, but that now Hitler denounces the agree- 
ment. He can allow no treaty with any people who have an un- 
derstanding with the Russians. In view of this, I put no fai 
in the recent German offers to negotiate a new Western four- 
power pact. His first demand will be to forbid French relations 
with Russia. The basic point of these moves is that .Germany 
will have her own way as to the boundaries and status of * 
Balkan states and the right to annex them when she thinks e 
time ripe. That is the Mein Kampf doc trin e. 

I wrote Messersmith, our Minister in Austria, a few days ago 
that the best and perhaps the only guarantee of world peace is 
for all the Balkan states to form a co-operative confederation 
. ready always to help one another. That would be a union o 
80,000,000 people. Germany would have to think twice before 
she moved against such a union. I suggested he talk this over 
with Schuschnigg. European nations have practised war since 
the fall of the Roman Empire; what might not civilization have 
become if peoples could have learned the basic principles 0 
Christianity which all Western peoples have professed super- 
ficially for a thousand years 1 

March 17. Wednesday. Today Dr. Dieckhoff asked me to see 
him at 6 p.m. I went. The Secretary seemed troubled as we 
shook hands. He began at once to talk about another La 
Guardia speech made in New York. He seemed to have been 
instructed to insist that I tell President Roosevelt or Secretary 
Hull to stop the New York Mayor from criticizing Hitler. Since 
Dieckhoff had been Counsellor to the German Embassy in 
Washington from 1924 to 1929, or about that time, I could not < 
see how he could ask such a thing seriously. Of course I replied. 
No, .that can’t be done ; you know that freedom of speech and 
the press arc guaranteed to all our people. He knew that, he 
said, but hoped something could be done anyway. 

When he had talked a little further about our press criticism. 
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I said: You know our people were friendly to the German 
people after the World War ended, far more than to France 
because the French Government refused to disarm. He said 
that such an attitude was very clear to him when he was in 
Washington, but why were Americans so hostile now? After 
some discussion we parted company, both quite aware nothing 
can be done in the United States or in Nazi Germany to better 
relations. 

March 30. Tuesday. It’s a long time since I made my last 
notes. I have attended dinners and lunches often enough. Two 
of them were a little revealing. On March 18, we were at the 
home of the former Foreign Secretary, Von Kllhlmann. He 
had served under the Kaiser in 1918 and supported the Kaiser's 
attitude towards the Brcst-Litovsk negotiations, but he was 
defeated by the generals of the army who demanded vast 
annexations. Since we have been here we have seen him 
occasionally. 

At his dinner were twelve or fourteen guests. The British 
Ambassador talked to Von Kllhlmann about Spain as if he were 
a sincere supporter of the cruel Franco, although he formerly 
talked to me as if he were staunchly opposed to Franco. The 
-latter, I suppose, was a diplomatic attitude for my benefit. Dr. 
Dieckhoff was present and talked like an opponent of his 
Fuehrer. Other people spoke equally freely. One eminent man 
said to my wife : “There is no use of our always talking about 
conquering territory on our eastern frontier; eastern France 
must be annexed to Germany, especially as the French popula- 
tion is declining.” This reminded me of the French Ambas- 
sador’s statement to me in 1933: “We must annex German 
territory to the Rhine. ’Wilson defeated us in this.” 

From the Von Kllhlmann dinner I went to the eightieth 
birthday dinner of Dr. Sering. There were some hundred guests 
present, including Dr. Schaclit and other officials whom I had 
met frequently. I was late and so did not hear the speeches 
made by Sering and Schacht, but I 'was' told they had done 
what is most dangerous here— criticized the Nazi policy and 
German military activity. I knew both of them thought that 
way, but was surprised to hear they had felt free enough to’taU 
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before a large group of people Schacht said to me 
position is very critical , I % do not know what is to happen 

There was a Cabinet meeting on March 19 and Schacht is 
reported to have challenged Hitler’s Four-Year Plan in some 
of its items But nothing has happened and Cabmet decisions 
are reported all m favour of Hitler and Goenng 

The Catholic priests or bishops read an encyclical from the 
Pope, on March 21, m all their German churches It was a 
warning to the Catholics to keep their faith, a protest against 
Hitler’s efforts to destroy the Catholic Church, and an appeal 
for religious liberty Religious liberty proclaimed by Catho c 
leaders upon the order of the Pope 1 Not a word of this pap® 
message was mentioned m the press, but copies were published 
in England and other countries, many people here learning m 
this way what had happened . 

Today I visited the Papal Nuncio, hearing that he was well 
again after a long illness I congratulated him on what the Pope 
had done in proclaiming religious liberty in a Europe where 
religious liberty is absolutely denied, and especially because the 
aged and half ill Pope seems to me to show real courage c\en 
under the nose of Mussolini The Nuncio was most delighted 
and insisted that the great Catholic Church is really struggling 
for religious freedom now everywhere, even in Mexico I spent 
a half hour with him and he told me that thousands of copies 01 
the Pope’s message were distributed by hand all over Germany , 
he did not know if anybody had been arrested 

April 3 Saturday The Czechoslovak Minister came to the 
office this morning and talked more than half an hour I had 
asked to see him at his house, but he insisted on coming to see 
me I asked him about Balkan reiauons, a subject about which 
I wrote our Minister in Vienna a month ago He said that 
Yugoslavia’s treaty of recent date with Italy was a strong move 
in the direction of peace, that it was designed bj Italy a* 3 
means, of food relief in case of a possible war with England 
Am ?, he added, y agosktna zr aw moefr cdsscr ea Ataiaa, hut 
she will not think of consenting to the restoration of Otto, the 
Hapsburg har, to the throne 

H6 then said a similar treaty between Rumania and Russia 
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has just been agreed to, which means recognition of boundaries 
and co-operation betlvccn these countries for peace. Of course I 
had heani about the' treaty but was not quite sure what it meant. 
He said the two arrangements, the Yugoslav-Italian and the 
Rumanian-Russian, were important steps towards co-operation 
and peace among all the Balkan states. Now Czechoslovakia 
and Germany must come to a similar agreement as to boun- 
daries and national minorities. Then the Balkan states would be 
reasonably safe and mutually helpful, Austria and Bulgaria and 
Hungary each being pressed to co-operate with the so-called 
Little Entente. His only anxiety was on his last point, an under- 
standing between ‘ Czechoslovakia and Germany. Propaganda 
was going on, emanating from Germany, every day against 
the one democracy in this part of Europe. He showed also 
' some anxiety about a possible Hapsburg restoration, unwilling 
to allow this although Austria seems to ask it as a right. 


April 7. Wednesday. Yesterday evening the Czechoslovak, 
Minister at our dinner told me he had information that Ludcri- 
dorff has an organization of young Germans who hate Hitler, 
also that considerable groups of the German army are co-operat- 
ing quietly with the LudendorfF youth movement, Ludendorff’s 
bi-weekly magazine going to them regularly. General von 
Blomberg, Commander-in-Chief and War Minister, learned of 
these facts and managed to get Hitler and Ludendorff to meet 
and talk in Munich, the excuse being Ludendorff's seventy- 
second birthday on April g. The Minister wondered what this 
really meant. Perhaps we shall learn more two days from now. 
Today I heard that Ludendorff’s magazine has been confiscated. 

Secretary Lee of bur staff today reported that Ambassador 
Luther, whb has been recalled from Washington, 'was reporting 
two years ago to the German Foreign Office about Huey Long, 
the would-be American dictator. Herr K., now retired from the 
Foreign Office, had read the reports which Luther had been 
ordered to make. He did not reveal the contents but he did say 
to Lee that Luther had visited Louisiana and Huey Long more 
than once. I wonder whether our government in Washington 
has ever heard about this. I hope to learn just what was said 
about Huey Long, also about his death. ** * 
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The iwrnt) or irnrc punt* of yesterday w rre ditpwed to tdk 
more frrrlj than diplomat! and German o/fichh pencraft* do 
Some dntingunhed Germans criticized the Hitler regime moit 
in etrl) -—a habit that it getting to be quite common again 
What don ihu mean? O- do the) think n democrat hko to 
hear this? 

Afnl to Sslsrdvf OtiTlmndaj I talked ft half hour with the 
Human Ambatiador He jpoir of having dined on Mirth 20 
with the nephew of General Goenng, who it tin official tn the 
Reichsbnnk Othen pmenf, Pnnce Louis Ferdinand told me, 
were the I rench Ambatiador, Dr Schiclit and Pnnce Lorn*. 
Tlic Soviet Ambassador did not admit that there ire negotia 
lion* now going on for n secret treat) between Germany ana 
Russia I had heart! this from our Minister in Norway this 
week The Rtnsnn Ambassador announced that he had juat 
returned from Moscow and that he goes on Apnl 20 a* Am 
baxsador to IYmcc. 

On Today night, I heard from Walter Durant), New Vork 
77 -'"// correspondent in Moscow since it) 2j, tint scertt ncgotia 
tions are on between Germany nnd Russia Another rumour 
I think something Is on, but feel it is merel) a commercial 
arrangement How could Hitler make a political treaty with 
the Communists* 

This morning at 12 o’clock, the British Ambassador came to 
say farewell He is leaving Apnl 16 for Pans where he u 
serve the next lew )ears as Ambassador When I told him or 
the three stones I had heard about German-Russian ncgoOa 
tions, lie showed a good deal of concern I told him I won not 
convinced, but that it seemed that something was on I had the 
feeling he wanted to telegraph what I had said to Downing 
Street at once 

April it Sunday A confidential report from Frankfurt re 
veals some other aspects of German life to me, but not a word 
* on these subjects appears in die German papers Great crowds 
of church people met in their churches between March 31 and 
April 4 At the city of Darmstadt, the Nazi Black Shirts and 
BroWm Shirts, opposed to religious activity except m the Party 
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churches (i.e. f Rosenberg’s semi-barbaric religious cult), gath- 
ered in great crowds about the principal church and arrested five 
pastors on account qf their sermons. In the Frankfurt district, 
thirty-seven persons were imprisoned for Bible study meetings 
and thirty are still in jail. No charges were made. The Nazi 
district leaders ordered this and imprisoned people without trial. 
These victims were simply Protestant worshippers who perhaps 
made it plain that they will not change their religious beliefs. 

In the Catholic Saar area, a crucifix on the wall of a denomi- 
' national school was ordered to be taken down at Easter time. 
A picture -of Hitler was put in the place of the crucifix. The 
parents whose children attend this school objected strongly and 
some of them kept their children at home. The parents were 
fined and some fathers were dismissed from their positions. 
When the people were called on to vote whether all denomina- 
tional schools should be dosed, they voted 97 per cent in favour 
of abolishing them. But the general feeling all over Germany 
is that the people must all vote one way when any election 
takes place. If they vote their own convictions, imprisonment 
is expected. 


At Stuttgart, a former liberal dty, an American traveller who 
* t°°k photographs of an ancient village near by was arrested 
March 30. No one may take photographs without government 
permission. When the local authorities found they had arrested 
an American spending money in Germany and utterly unaware 
_ of this stringent law, they released him, after two hours in 
prison. 

A report last Friday from Panama says 500 German Chris- 
tians passed through the great canal on their way to tracts of 
land which the Columbian Government had given them. Were 
these emigrants escaping thdr country to seek religious free- 
dom? Some people here say 10,000,000 would go if they could. 

Yesterday afternoon, April 10, there was real" sunshine, so 
promising that my wife’,' daughter and I went for a two-hour 
drive into the famous Spreewald region south of Berlin Half- 
way out there was a vast military field with elaborate barracks 
running nearly a mile along the left side of the road The 

5 rC V n th » ““kgs, done under the 

Four-Year Plan about which Goering speaks so oftcn ^ 
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wheat and barley fields seemed in better condition than I had 
expected after so much bad weather It has rained almos ev«7 
day since October I The old totvn ofSpreewaldretmnded on 
of the late Middle Ages, but the people appeared h^*y 
were better clad than some people I used to see m larg 
of Chicago where wages were always twice as hi^ as 1 

Apnli 3 Tussiay Yesterday Mrs Peters, author of 'a bool, 
Roosevelt and the Kaiser , called and told me about ^ 
man here who pretends to be an advanced studen 
agent of the Nazi-Amencan organization headed m Den 
a certain Fritz Kuhn who raises money and hdps h a 

by giving him contacts with the Propaganda MnusBT 
™th H.der She said he attached me freely for not bong » 
Nazi eo worker I asked her to see the man again and learn 
just what he does 

April is Thursday American churches are beginning to shm* 
mowes dealing what Germany does to Cafimhcs an 
testants who contend for rehgions rights The Gennan P P 
have begun again their hosule articles cnucizing the freed 
of church people in the United States, but they are not o 
«mohc as early in March when the La Gnariaat. act on HU 
ler was made They affect not to understand such freedom 
wonder how a people for whom Von Steuben ^during 
their RevoluUon can be so cnUcol of the col, ntiy Von 

Von Steuben came They do not seem to ton that 
Steuben was sent to America by res olubonary Iran 

The press also speaks similarly of Carl Schurz, never inU 
mating that Carl Schurz was imprisoned here for hrs'ov 
freedom and escaped through France to the United 
where he fought the rest of his fife for democracy, so denou 
m present-day Germany Thor persecutions are quite as sev 
as those or the sixteenth century, except as to actua 
Hundreds of preachers have been imprisoned ior teaciu s 
Christianity * 

Atml a Saturday The German Official Gazelle of April ‘4 
came ^ to m> attenUon today It lists ninety one Germans wh 
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have been deprived of their nationality. Ludwig Renn, author 
of a famous book against war, is the most prominent denational- 
ized person on the list. Many others arc children of opponents 
of the Nazi party. One of these children is only two years old. 

At the same time, information comes that members of the old 
German aristocracy have been arrested because they are re- 
ported to be* monarchists, active for restoration of the royalist 
regime. Stricter* observation and punishment of Jews is evident. 
They cannot hold meetings of any sort, except church service. 
They* cannot play tennis, football, enjoy river sports, canoeing 
or s; rimming. Tins ancient realm of religious liberty is be- 
coming a terrible autocracy. Perhaps one-third of the masses 
arc enthusiastic for a system which denies every man his 
personal liberty. 


April 20. Tuesday. Yesterday afternoon George Lansbury, 
English Labour leader and peace agitator, spent two hours'witli 
Hitler. I think the visit was manoeuvred by Von Ribbentrop 
to encourage pacifist and peace sentiment in England, thereby 
weakening the pressure for increased armaments, perhaps also 
to confuse French-English relations. 

We had given a luncheon to the Russian Ambassador who is 
leaving soon for Paris and I was not at the Embassy promptly. 
The I.N.S. representative, the very able Wjlliam Shirer, called 
me as I was about to leave for Potsdam to visit the old Fred- 


erick II mansion, and told me that Lansbury said to him that 
Hitler spoke highly of President Roosevelt and argued that if 
Roosevelt called.* world conference for peace, he, Hitler, would 
co-operate. I was sceptical because Schacht and Von Neurath 
had both said on March 4 that no conference should be called 
undt economic agreements among the greater world powers 
were made. I called die Embassy and asked that a telegram be 
sent to Washington. I had mailed Roosevelt a careful letter 
that day in which I analyzed the situarion here, indicating 
especially the anxiety about war. The defeats or Franco in Spain 
ha\ e done much to check Hidcr’s belligerency temporarily 
Today I had the disagreeable duty of sitting in the cold 
outdoor air on a platform m the Berlinerstrasse, opposite the 
famous Technical College, and watching along with the rest of 
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the diplomats the great military' parade in honour of Hitlers 
forty-eighth birthday In spite of the peace avowals which had 
'“'been made yesterday and all the lessons of the temble Spanish 
conflict. Hitler stood on a platform for two hours watching 
15,000 soldiers go by and reviewing millions of dollars worth 
of war machines of all hinds I have never seen such a huge 
military demonstration in my life ^ * 

The whole of Germany was allowed a holiday and m Berlin 
^ hundreds of thousands of people were marching the streets to 
- pay tribute Children were everywhere conspicuous Although 
many distinguished people seem very much opposed to the 
Nazi regime, there seemed to be nothing but enthusiasm today 
The diplomats were not all of approving frames of mind 
The French Ambassador, whose country did most to start Ger- 
many on its military course, seemed miserable, although a part 
of his fortune had come to him from huge sales of arms during 
the early Hider regime The Turkish Ambassador, m spite of 
th f e dictatorship m his country, was depressed to see what vast 
equipments Hitler chose to show us Some Latin American re- 
presentatives showed disgust It was, of course, most depressing 
to me to be reminded for two hours how all European powers 
had abandoned Wilson’s urgent recommendations of 1918-19*9 
The League of Nations, which promised so much, is ruined As 
.1 lobbed at Von Neurath, who sat near me, I thought his face 
revealed distress, and when we were leaving and shook hands 
with Dr Schacht, he revealed much unhappiness It was to him 
about the same as it was to me I shall not attend another Hitler 
birthday celebration if I am in Berlin next year 

April 22 Thursday On Tuesday evening General Goenng, 
reported to be ill, humed off to Rome-where he is to see Musso- 
lini on his way to southern Italy for a supposed rest cure 
Hitler went by flying machine to Munich where another mib 
tary demonstration was given him on the 20th There was also 
an exaggerated Party speech by Hess who said that the Fuehrer 
is the modem Jesus 

Talking with the Czechoslovak Minister, I learned that 
Goenng told him some days ago that several attempts to mur- 
der Hitler had been thwarted this year I received a telegram 
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this morning from Washington announcing that the young Jew, 
Helmut Hirsch, who had been condemned to be executed be- 
cause he was accused of trying to murder the famous, or rather- - 
infamous, Streicher of NUmberg, is an American citizen. That 
makes it necessary for me to visit the Foreign Office and insist 
that justice be done and that real evidence of the crime must be 
produced. Villi punishment meted out according to law, 

April 25,-iS 'undqy. The German papers feature the meeting of 
Mussolini with Schuschnigg, the Chancellor of Austria, on , 
Friday, April 23,- in Venice'. There is to be no growth of the' 
Little Entente in the Balkan zone except under the supervision 
or Mussolini and Hitler. This reopens the severe problem about 
which Ministers from Austria and Czechoslovakia have talked 
hopefully of late. Mussolini will not allow these two countries - 
to make a defensive alliance. He will not now permit a Haps- 
burg restoration although he had for three years promised to 
invade South Germany if Hitler tried to invade Austria to st6p 
the Hapsburg movement. Now Germany and Italy are forming 
a solid front against the East as well as the West. 'The Haps- 
burg daim is the easiest excuse for Mussolini ; the Balkan coun- 
tries are sharply divided on this issue. 

Tomorrow Goering, who went to Italy on the 20th for his 
health, sees Mussolini, I think to counteract any influence 
Schuschnigg may have had. On May 3, Von Neurath goes to 
. Rome. There is some bargaining about Spain, too. Italy wishes 
to annex Spain, or at least control it, but for the last month 
things have not been favourable there. What will Von Neurath 
say for Hitler? My guess : If you guarantee us Austria, we will 
guarantee your influence in Spain if England continues her two- 
faced policy. The idea of Italy and Germany is to extend their 
power by threats of war, to hasten this business before England 
is fully ready and also before Poland, now uneasier than ever 
unites with Rumania and the little Entente. The Foreign 
Minister of Poland is now in Belgrade to negotiate, they say, with 
Rumania. If Hitler and Mussolini go to war there will be in- 
surrcctions of their peoples. If the Balkan states form a union 
for self, and mutual, defence, Hitler and Mussolini will have to 
stay at home. In case the Spanish Republicans win the struggle 
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there, the spread of dictatorships m Europe will cease, and 
Hitler and Mussolini will fall *“ 

April 27 Tuesday An official of the German Foreign Office, 
with us at luncheon today, said to my daughter Helmut Hirsch, 
the American Jew who aimed at tilling Hitler, cannot be let off 
with hfe imprisonment He must be executed though he did not 
actually try to commit the crime * 

There has been no proof shown us and no word about the 
case printed The American press has been very restrained in its 
accounts thus far The Germans do not seem to recognize the 
likelihood of violent reaction in the United States m case this 
twenty-year-old boy is executed without evidence of his gudt 
I think he may have been used in a plan of revenge by the 
group of Germans an Prague whose brothers and close friends 
were executed by Hider June 30, 1934, but I think if proof 
cannot be found and published, this fellow should not be exe- 
cuted I have said this to the Foreign Office officials more than 
once -The Germans came back with the statement “The 
American, Simpson, pardoned by us last December, is now 
making addresses in the Umted States against the Nazi system 
and for the Communists whose propaganda he tried to distribute 
here ” Therefore, they say, “We must execute Hirsch ” 1 reply 
That will mean violent press attacks because evidence is being 
withheld from us officially, and from everyone 

April 30 Friday Aware that Hitler was holding on May I a 
great propaganda assembly, as he did on April 20, ins birthday, 

I chose tlus time for a few dajs’ relaxation from my work A 
week ago the Propaganda Ministry sent me a formal invitation 
I had attended his birthday show w Zuch I felt was a reflection 
on Hitler rather than an honour to him That seemed to me 
enough even for a diplomat, so I wrote that I was to be away 
and indicated that the Counsellor and staff would attend instead 

This morning at n o’clock, my wife, daughter and myself, 
■(yIu.ok ckwvHc'iK , tai Tfae-wtaiiits 

beautiful than it has been since last September We drove over 
the great autobahn to Hanover From there wc went to ancient 
Marburg, tlirough GSttingen, a beautiful country with peasants 
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in their fields, men and women, hard at work. Wc spent the 
night in the city where the questionable Von Papen made the 
only free speech, that has been delivered in Germany since our 
arrival here. 

May z. Saturday. As we started on our journey towards Ver- 
dun, the wonderful ancient palace on the top of a high hill was 
so appealing 4 "that Martha and I climbed the stairways and 
looked at the' marvellous medieval structure. A thousand Nazis 
were shouting and singing in honour of their Fuehrer on one side 
of the hill. Nazi flags were waving, though very few projected 
from the windows of residences. We crossed the Rhine at Co'- 
blenz, drove across the lower end of Luxemburg, went to the 
city of the same name in the afternoon, and then visited Ver- 
dun, where we looked at the graveyards full of dead soldiers 
- and'at the houses wrecked by the Germans during the World 
War. It was a sad view, every field and forest showing what 
great bombs had done. 500,000 soldiers are reported to have 
been killed in the struggle here between French and German 
armies. I have never seen anything more condemning of war as 
a method of solving any kind of problem than I saw at Verdun 
and in the miles ofland around it. 


May 5. Monday. We visited the famous League of Nations 
building in Geneva this morning. The American representative,* 
Arthur Sweetser, relative of some of our internationalist friends 
in Chicago, was most kind but discouraged about the future of 
the Wilson scheme which he and I had advocated in igi&-20 in v 
Chicago and the Middle West. He told me much about the 
defeats of League efforts for world peace, and agreed entirely 
with my official reports on the British-French blunders and the 
crime of the Hoar e-Laval betrayal of Ethiopia in Novembcr- 
December, 1935. He said he was sure at the time that if sanc- 
tions had been applied that autumn Mussolini would have been 
compelled to submit to League decisions. 


May 4. We set out for Berlin at 10 a.m. over the 

route via Basle, Heidelberg and Frankfurt. It was a beautifid 
section of Europe. Between Basle and HeidelbeTg. in Badenfl 
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counted forty five women v. orking m the fields in ten minutes 
just looting to mj right There were perhaps a few more men, 
though not many young ones Germany has her young men in 
arms She has always had her w omen at work on farms plough 
mg, digging weeds out of wheat fields and planting potatoes 
That is what they were doing today, sturdy, big handed women 
as active and able as men Americans would be surprised to see 
this, and their women, if in the fields, would Jook far less 
vigorous or able 

We reached Heidelberg about 6 o’clock and there took the 
autobahn towards Frankfurt where we wished to spend the 
night It was a wonderful road like the one between Potsdam 
and Hanover Being late, we allowed our chauffeur to dnve 
about 90 miles an hour It was dangerous because tyres might 
get hot and explode , however, nothing happened and we found 
ourselves well located m a good hotel 

May 6 Thursday On Monday, Lord Lothian, Lloyd 
George’s war time secretary, the former Philip Kerr, came to 
Berhn at Hitler’s request and he is reported to have had two 
hours with the dictator He is to be with us for luncheon today 
On May 3, Von Neurath was in Rome to talk with Mussolini 
The same day Goenng was in Yugoslavia to talk with their 
„ government chief I shall probably learn a little or what this u 
all about within the next few days I believe, though. Hitler and 
his intimates are uneasy about what is happening in Spam and 
equally anxious about the possibility of a general co-operative 
, arrangement among the Danube-BaLLan states Germany thinks 
she must Control if not annex them but Italy wants to do the 
same thing, especially if Spam recovers its independence 
We had Ambassador Dieckhoff leaving tonight for Washing 
ton, as honour guest I welcomed him in a brief speech in 
which I mentioned humorously the low tariff policy of ffto 
Roosevelt Administration and the freedom of the Philippines 
The guests laughed except Lord Lothian who pretended after 
ward that he had never heard of our low tariff negotiations 
Dieckhoff replied without referring to these difficult points, 
perhaps afraid of being quoted by German guests 

When we retired from the dining room I was able to talk a 
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little with Lothian whom 1 had met in London in 1928. He 
was then in private liTe in London and still quite enthusiastic 
about his former chief, Lloyd George. Now he ridiculed him 
and especially his recent speeches against the Tory British v 
regime. He praised Hitler for saving Germany in 1933 and 
referred to his long talk of May 3 with the Fuehrer, saying 
it was mostly about Mussolini and British-German relations, 
now quite critical. Further he was not willing to go, referring 
more than once\o my letter to him in 1935 about the dangerous 
European situation. His hatred of France was revealed twice, as 
well as his dislike of Woodrow Wilson’s efforts in 1918-20. I 
could hardly make out just where he belonged in European 
alignments. He seemed to be more a Fascist than any other 
Englishman I have met. Recent English criticism of Italy and 
especially Germany with reference to their barbarism in Spain 
bothered him. 

May is. Wednesday. After a week of quiet, 1 learn today 
from the press people that my careful letter to Senator Bulkley 
of March 1 has been violently discussed in the United States 
Senate. My object was twofold: (1) to show how the Supreme 
Court, under Marshall, rendered its decisions claiming the right 
to veto acts of Congress ; (2) to reveal once more how victorious 
parties defeated Presidents Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, 
and Woodrow Wilson, their own chiefs elected ,by -overwhelm-' 
ing votes, when they tried to do what they had been elected to 
do. My conclusion was that democracy in the United States is in 
more danger than at any time since Lincoln. ' ■*“ 

Strange to say, Senators focused on a single sentence at the 
end of my letter in winch I said a near-billiohaire had been re- 
ported to me as favouring a dictatorship, not indite those in 
Russia, Germany and Italy. There was no reference at all to the 
major facts of our past history. Fearing something like this 
might happen, I had sent a copy of my letter to Judge Moore, 
asking him to send it to the Richmond Times-Dispatck for 
publication. And about the time the Senate discussion started 
1 perhaps the second day.it was printed. As yet I have not learned 

what the press m general did. I fear its reporters simply fol- 
lowed the senators attacks. 
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May /j. Saturday. Clippings came to me revealing what has 
been published about my letter — misrepresentations of a shame- 
ful kind. Senators Borah and King are my main attackers. Their 
aim was to make it appear absolutely necessary for me to' resign 
my post in Berlin and then testify as to the millionaires who 
were being manipulated from European capitals. The State De- 
partment refused to co-operate with the Senators and X believe 
warned them of their folly. I sent a telegram to the President 
today calling attention to the fact that no notice” \^as taken of the , 
real argument of my letter. I also sent one yesterday to Judge 
Moore, asking him to remind Senator King how the one sen- 
tence had been magnified and to add that I could not give names 
of people who had talked to me confidentially in the United 
’'■.States about possible dictatorships. I gave the American press 
people here careful summary statements of what I had said and 
why my information as to plans for the dictatorship could not be 
given out. They say full reports of this explanation were pub- 
lished. If so, some corrections may come. 

Not a word has come to me from die German Foreign Office. 

do not think anything has been said in the German papers, 
thotigh I am sure telegrams have come from the German 
Embassy 'in Washington. The Germans, in my opinion, think 
I might publish a book on my sad four years here if they start 
attacks on me. I am sure the Foreign Office people are half m 
sympathy -with me, also that its officials are wise as to what is 
best to* do and say in such situations. I am ready to resign, as 
Washington officials know. To do nothing here is not appealing 
•to me. 

: ■* May 79, Wednesday. Today I received a cordial letter from 
President Roosevelt in which hesaid he agreed with me about 
the Supreme Court problem and added that this year is the best 
•time to have truthful, frank, national discussion. The letter was 
written just before he left for his Gulf of Mexico vacation trip. 

So he was not in the United States to see how the Senators 
attacked me for the letter I had written. The President also 
asked me for my personal opinion of the new Ambassador, 
Dieckhoff, soon to arrive in Washington. * 
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Judge Moore wrote me also and stated that the President 
has promised the Berlin post to Davies, at present in Moscow, 
or rather on the way via London where he probably spent large 
sums to see the Coronation ceremony on May 12. Moore was 
so sure of this that he did not deliver my last letter to the Presi- 
dent. Prom my point of view this type of appointment seems so 
improper and unbecoming to our democratic country that I am 
gTeady disposed to decline to resign as I had offered to do. The 
idea of having a man here who speaks no German, is insuffi- 
ciently versed in European history or the background of the 
present situation, and is preparing to spend $100,000 a year! 
At any rate, I shall postpone my return to the United. States 
and also give the President my judgment of such a map In so 
important a position. 31 ’ * * ’ 

May 20. Thursday. Today a poor seventy-year-old German 
came to see me. He lost everything he had during the inflation 
period and is on the pension list. But he had made an inven- 
tion for preserving wood against fire and thought he could, 
borrow some money and begin a business which would give 
him some property again. He had applied for his* patent, hq 
said, but the government would not allow him to register it. 

I was not sure, but he showed me an announcement-which 
indicated that all inventions and discoveries, belong, to th’e 
government. At any rate, he was afraid, expecting Jto be 
arrested if it were known that he saw me, especially as he wished 
to get a passport to the United States where he hoped he could 
sell his invention and make a living. I could not encourage 
him because he has no means at all to start with. s * 

This is only one of many such cases that come to my atten- * 
tion. I received a few days 'ago the Rockefeller Foundation 
report for 1936. It shows that 1,639 German professors and 
teachers have been dismissed since 1933 that the Rocke ' 
feller Foundation has given $532,181 to help these poor people. 
The German system prohibits all opposition and criticism’ 
it controls nil teaching bom the low-grade schools through the 
universities; it will .have only one church— based on certain 
ancient superstitions before the dawn of German history. The 
system has been operating only about three years but the people 



414 DECEMBER 2f), ig36 TO JUNE 4, 1937 
scem'to have surrendered to an amazing extent. Their govern- 
ment has a propaganda chief in the Foreign Office who spends 
millions of dollars a year trying to spread their system over the 
world. 

The German papers this morning carried violent attach 
upon Cardinal Mundelein of Chicago became he criticized the 
cruel German system before a great audience of priests. Appar- 
ently, American Catholics are joining the Jewish and other 
church people in attacking the German religious autocracy. 

I had an appointment with Dr. Schacht this morning at 
o’clock, I asked him if the new Ambassador, Dieckhoff had 
real authority to negotiate a commercial treaty with the Uniteo 
States.' He did not say yes or no, but he insisted that he agreed 
with Secretary' Hull as to lowering tariffs and thus moving 
towards world peace. However, lie quickly said Hull had pre- 
vented Brazil From giving -Germany a bilateral treaty and a 
credit arrangement. I did not believe this, but he insisted that 
he knew that Hull threatened Brazil with refusal to take coffee 
if she made concessions to Germany. 

When Schacht went a step further and said Germany would 
jnake no other treaties except bilateral agreements like those 
with Italy, Belgium, and others, I saw he did not agree with 
Hull, and he then complained of American opposition. I asked 
-Juirfif he had read the German attack on Cardinal Mundelein 
o’f Chicago.’ He said, "Yes.” I then handed him the Rocke- 
feUerreport on the dismissal of 1,639 professors and teachers 
antT called his attention to the Rockefeller Institute’s gift of 
*'S 532 >i 8 i. He did not deny the truth of the account, but at 
r once said : "Yes, Catholics, Jews, and teachers suffer in Ger- 
many. It is the effect of the revolution like that of France in 
1789-” I questioned tills. He said it could not be stopped for 
years and seemed 'reconciled to the arbitrary system which he 
formerly condemned when talking with me, I was somewhat 
surprised. The conversation came to an end andl felt I must 
telegraph the gist of his comment to Washington. There is no 
prospect of improving German— American relations, no chance 
'’at all, Schacht talked as if the Hitler system were permanent, 

May ?9 • Saturday. As I returned this afternoon from Magde- 
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burg, I found a letter marked "confidential” on the desk as 
I entered the house. It was from Meissner, Hitler’s Private 
Secretary. It was Hitler’s reply to my letter to him of April 
30. I had requested commutation of sentence for poor Hirsch’s 
crime, an "attempt to kill Streicher,” they say. My points were 
that he had not done the deed, nor been caught trying to do 
it, and that he was an American citizen who would not under 
American law be executed for planning a thing that had not 
’ been done. 


Hitler's reply was that no leniency was possible. Some time 
after reading the letter, I called Meissner on the telephone 
for a brief talk. His housekeeper reported that he was out for 
the evening. I hoped the execution might be delayed, asT was 
more convinced than ever that the young boy -was at worst a 
dupe in the affair and should not be killed. - 
This morning I had another curious case brought to my 
attention. A German woman came to me with the hope of 
finding a way to emigrate from Germany with a man to whom 
she had been engaged since 1933. The man was an engineer 
in high public position before Hitler came to power. He was 
a half-Jew. She was an assistant in the French Embassy. But 
the man was dismissed from his position m 1933. He, tried* to* 
find employment but failed. People were forbidden toemploy 
him. So the marriage was postponed because it was forbidden 
in Germany. __ " v ** . ; * 

The woman some time ago lost her position and could *not 
find another. The Stdrmer attacked the” couple because of th'eir 
continued devotion to each other. She managed to see Hitler- 


himself to ask his tolerance, that is, the right to marry. Hitler 
refused, and the Secret Police took her- fiance’s passport to * 
leave Germany away from him. Letters to both of them were 
seized, especially all from outside Germany." The FrSulcin 
hoped the American Consulate here might help her and her 
fianci to go to - : the United States where they had kinspeople 
but could not hear from them because letters were always 
stopped. * * * 

It seemed to me a sad case, but I could hardly see how- 
anything could be done. She said if nothing could be doK they 
were going to shp across the Frendh' border and the French 
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Ambassador had promised to hdp them if they were arrested 
for want of passports 

Another illustrative fact of a day or two ago was the way 
the dead bodies of the Hindenbwg disaster were buned at 
Frankfurt on May 22 The Hitler district leader there had 
charge The people who accompanied the bodies to the ceme- 
tery were uniformed Storm Troopers, Black Shirt companies, 
and the Hitler Jugend, tens of thousands of them The civilians ^ 
were crowded off the streets or stood in the rear when services 
were conducted Although Catholic and Protestant priests 
*' and people were present, the leader, Sprenger, made no refer 
ence to God or any possible salvation of souls except that con- 
tained in the ancient pagan belief “They had gone to their 
Valhalla ” This seems to indicate that Rosenberg’s religious 
system is being accepted No complaints were reported W 
Frankfurt at this new-old religious service When the buna! 
was finished, a great volley of guns was fired and military 
planes flew over the crowd 

May 31 Monday As usual after some months here, I have 
a persistent headache Yesterday was a busy day, although it 
was Sunday T spoke at the American Church on Decoration 
Day, my subject being "Do unto others as you would have 
then} do unto you" — from St Matthew vu My idea was to 
show how men nearly always lose a war, even those who win 
the last battles To avoid being misquoted by the press people 
in the United States, I gave a brief outline to the American 
press in Berlin I spoke half an hour to a perfectly still audi 
ence I fear no German paper will print a word this week, as 
it was about peace 

Having received a note Saturday afternoon that Hirsch was 
to be executed, I went to Von Neurath today to see if he could 
not influence Hider to respect American law _V° n Neurath 
indicated sympathy with my attitude and said "he would see 
Hitler tomorrow morning and present the case, *at least to ask 
delay r 

v- Since everybody was excited about the bombarding of a 
German war vessel off the eastern coast of Spain and the kill 
ing'of more than twenty Germans, I asked Von Neurath how 
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it had happened. He declared he did not know, but he said he 
had opposed the German bombing of a Spanish city in return. 
He insisted that he had urged once more that Germany agree 
to the withdrawal of all troops that were fighting in Spain, but 
he was doubtful whether the Non-Intervention Commission in 
London could do anything, Germany and Italy having with- 
drawn. He indicated that the situation was dangerous. 

June 2. Wednesday. I went this afternoon to see Meissner, 
Hitler’s secretary, and stressed again the injustice of executing 
Hirsch with no evidence given to us or to our government. L 
^ also told him Secretary Hull had telegraphed me again to ask 
delay or, if proof was conclusive, a life sentence. He Said it 
was proved that Hirsch was to have bombed and destroyed the 
Nazi Party building in Ntlmherg and to have "killed Strcicher, 
the notorious Jew hater, editor of the StUrmer , but Meissner 
agreed that consideration should be given to American law 
since Hirsch was an American citizen. He promised to see 
Hitler Wednesday morning and present my appeal. But he 
indicated that executions were done in secret in Germany and 
that he feared the Fuehrer would not even delay it. 

The Spanish situation looks a little easier, but reports” come 
that airplanes, submarines, ships and German .soldiers are 
, already on the way to Spain. The new English Ambassador 
here is reported to be in full sympathy with the German-Italian 
aggression in Spain. His name is Henderson, and he was in ' 
Argentina several years before coming here. He had already’ 
revealed his complete pro-Franco attitude, seemingly unaware 
of the dangers to England. He is also reported to have in- 
formed the German Government that England would make 
- n ° objections if Hitler seized. Austria and Czechoslovakia. . 

Miss Schulz, correspondent of the Chicago Tribune, re- 
ported this^ afternoon that Von Neurath is leaving Berlin on 
June 7^ to visit the governments of Yugoslavia, Hungary, and 
Bulgaria. My guess is that his mission is to defeat the efforts 
of Austria, Czechoslovakia and Rumania to enlarge the Little 
Entente for mutual protection. This visit seems also the logical 
outcome of the plan to help Italy conquer Spain. Germany 
will then advance its thousand-vear aim tn mhpv 1^4 
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subordinate all the Balkan countries. Italy is to be the master 
of the Mediterranean area except for France, and Germany 
the master of the 80,000,000 people all the way to Greece. 
Information today is sad. 

“"June 3. Thursday. I made two revealing if ineffective visits 
this afternoon. I saw the French Ambassador at 5 p.m. He 
agrees as to the imminent dangers of today, Italy taking Spain, 
and Germany, later, taking the Balkan states. He said Vori 
Neurath had told him Tuesday that he had prevented or at 
least argued successfully in a Cabinet session Monday against 
Germany’s continuing her bombing in Spain. This is stronger 
than what I had learned Monday. 

When I indicated our troubles about Hirsch, he said he 
knew about the case but was not surprised at Hitlers 
attitude^ Then he added: "I know that Mussolini ordered 
the killing of the King of Yugoslavia when he landed in 
Marseilles two years ago. That is the dictator’s way of doing 
things.” 

From the French Embassy I went directly to the German 
Foreign Office, where Von Macken sen, son-in-law of Von 
Neurath, told me that his father-in-Jaw had argued with Hitler 
Tuesday morning, as he had promised to do, against the execu- 
tion of Hirsch. He then said Meissner had seen Hitler this, 
morning and again at St this afternoon to warn him about the 
international repercussions of the case, but, he added, “Hitler 
would not even postpone the execution and Hirsch is to be 
beheaded tomorrow morning at sunrise.” There is no way to 
stop it. I reminded him of previous German blunders in rela- 
tions with_the United States. He agreed, but gave no indication 
of a better understanding of things. 

June 4. Friday. The poor Hirsch had his head ^chopped off 
this morning at sunrise. When the press representatives came 
to me I felt compelled 'to give the facts about the'exeeution and 
all ouf efforts to save his life, though we never claimed com- 
plete innocence on his part. This young Jew, not unnaturally, 
may have listened to the advice of persecuted Germans outside 
the country and may have wished to kill Streicher whose one ” 
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profession for five years has been to. persecute Jews and drive 
them out of the country. 

With all the troubles people have in Europe, the United 
States also show's rather sad evidence of abuses there which 
-may, after a while, lead to troubles for the democracy which 
all of us hoped to achieve, and which we actually believed lit 
though it has not been really practised on a national scale. 

Governments which claim to be democratic, that is, claim to 
be acting always for the good of their peoples, often abuse 
their opportunities. But this is only a mild criticism of what has 
taken place in all greater countries since the end of the World 
War. I can’t forget the published reports that American and 
British arms manufacturers defeated the League of Nations’ 
peace efforts more than once. Soon after - coming here, I 
learned the Trench munitions makers had helped Hitler to 
power. Is it possible for mankind to be just and fair? Is it 
possible for governments and powerful corporations to act in 
thc^interests of the masses of men? 



XII 

June 5, jgjy to September 28 , 1938 

June 5. Saturday. This has been a hard week, with the Ger- 
man bombing of helpless people in Almeria, Spain, early Mon- 
day morning, and the refusal to grant Hirsch any consideration 
at all, though our government repeatedly asked lor actual 
proof, and consideration of our law since the man had not 
actually been caught trying to murder Streicher. But treatment 
of peoples is more arbitrary than it has been since the Afcddle 
Ages. What is ’to come of all this one cannot say : German 
domination of all Europe or another war? 

*■* 

June 14. Monday. We had a luncheon party yesterday* for 
- Colonel Knox, candidate last year for the Vice-Presidency of 
the "United States. We had Dr. Von Klihlmann, a former Ger- 
man Foreign Secretary, and Captain Wiedemann, a personal 
adviser and companion to Hitler. The Ambassador from Ar- 
gentina sat on my nght, trying hard to speak English. Some 
leading newspaper correspondents were present too: Lochnef,*' 
Ebbutt of the London Times; Shirer of the Hearst press; and 
Deuel of the Chicago Daily News, Knox’s paper for the last 
six years 

Knox surprised me, he having been a sturdy Republican all 
his life, by talking in a friendly way about John L. Lewis, the 
powerful C.I.O labour organizer who has caused so many sit- 
down strikes all over the United States. Knox said he had 
known Lewis a long time (he was a Republican labour chief 
until 1932) and had seen him just before he left the United 
^ States He thinks Leivis will be a candidate for the Democratic 
'' nomination in 1940, and having practically all labour organiza- 
tions behind him, he will bolt the Democratic convention if 
not nominated and then run as a labour independent. Tills, 
Knox said, would giv e the Republicans their chance to regain 
control of the country, but, he added, his party must be liberal 
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if it wants to win. From his talk I inferred that he and leading 
Republicans are already encouraging Lewis. Knox talked as 
though he agreed with most of what Roosevelt has done or is 
trying to do, and I inferred further that he is beginning Iris 
own moves for the Republican nomination. He has spent a 
month in Europe, has had talks with Mussolini and othersin 
Italy, but will not see Hitler or Gocring while here. 

Saturday Stalin executed eight Russian Red Army generals. 
They were supposed to be intriguing with Germany, even with 
Fascists in France, for the overthrow of the Soviet Govern- 
ment. It has been charged that the Russian generals had prom- 
ised to give Germany the Ukraine and break off the treaty 
with France and Czechoslovakia. What was really behind it 
all I can hardly judge, but Wiedemann, who sat next to me at 
the table yesterday, said that he had to get" all possible in- 
formation he could Saturday and Sunday and telephone it to 
Hitler, then at Berchtesgaden near the Austrian border. That 
made one wonder if some of Hitler’s chiefs had not been doing 
something in Russia. 

However, the German papers treat the matter as one of the 
barbaric crimes of modem history, never intimating that Hitler 
and Goering killed hundreds of their German opponents' in 
June and early July, 1934. High officers of the German army 
, held a meeting in Berlin and compelled Hitler to confess some 
of his crimes. Nor was there* any published evidence of the 
guilt of any of Hitler’s opponents. Curious now to find that ’ 
Goebhels, who had a big share in the German murders of 1934, 
is in control 'of all the German papers denouncing Russia’s 
executions. * 

June 17. Thursday. Hider has made a speech to young - 
Italians just at the rime when the papers are boasting of the 
peace talk with England which Von Neurath is going to Lon- 
don to"negotiate. Hitler talked of his readiness for war. People' 
in the United States seem determined to stay neutral even] 
facing a Europe under the control of a single dictatorship^ f If 
The preoccupation of European powers with the events in 
Spain the last two weeks, and with happenings in Russia, seems 
to have given Hitler, Goenng and their fellows the first oppor- 
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tumty they have had since .they came to power to annex parts, 
if not all, of Czechoslovakia Austria they would like to hate 
too, but they can’t be sure what Mussolini would do The Ger- 
man dictators crave annexation without war, as they are bank 
rupt and foodstuffs are very scarce The drought of the last 
three weeks seems to have cut wheat and other foodstuff crops 
by about 30 per cent over one-half of Germany 
Last Monday, when peace talks with England began, five 
Protestant preachers were arrested, Jacobi of the Kaiser Wil 
helm I Memorial Church, who has talked over his religious 
freedom problems with me, being the most prominent At the 
same time arrests in Munich and searches of the Catholic 
bishop of Cologne were made The London Times correspon- 
dent says his paper refuses to print more than half his stones 
now, but the Manchester Guardian publishes accounts which 
seem to reach it through secret channels via the Foreign 
Office in London 

June so Sunday My wife and I had dinner yesterday even- 
ing with the Latvian Minister Nearly all the guests were of 
independent minds in conversation, which is unusual for Berlin 
The Minister is not a rich man and his house and dining room 
showed modest but entirely adequate conveniences He made 
it plain to me in the very beginning that he is opposed to the 
Nazi dictatorship, also that he is uneasy about the outcome 
of the London conference between Germany, England, France, 
and Italy The French Ambassador, Fran jois-Poncct, sat oppo- 
site me at the tabic and was free to speak even before guests .. 
about the dangers ahead, but he never acknowledges the blun- 
der his country made m January, 1935, in promising Ethiopia 
to Italy and forcing the League of Nations into Us last great 
defeat ^ 

The Latvian "Military Attache, who sat on my right, spoke 
freely of the dangerous probable consequences of Russia’s 
weakening position The Czech Minuter was more concerned 
jjJxpnt die threats to Au* JUltlr ssmxotjy JJs sscJauwXnsfend Jite 
dnft of tilings revealed in the Manchester Guardian, wonder 
mg whether JJeneJ could make friendly approaches to Hiller 
after the daily press attacks m German> against lus gmern- 
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ment. He reported that he had made a formal protest to the 
German Foreign Office about falsehoods as to his government’s 
encouraging maltreatment of Germans in Czechoslovakia. His 
wife said to my wife: “If Germany attacks our country, Russia 
will come at once to our defence.” I doubt this, unless France 
attacks Germany in the Rhine zone. * 

Sitting with the Latvian Minister and the French Ambassa- 
dor after dinner, I raised the Spanish problem. The French- 
man was hopeless and said Blum would be overthrown ini 
two days. I doubt this, but I know the situation is dangerous 
in Paris. Frangois-Poncet then said England is going to yield 
to the German demands in the Near East. Will that mean war? 

I asked. He said: “No, perhaps not at once, because France is 
so pacifist.” He said, however, that he had rented his summer 
house here, near Potsdam, on the condition that he may give 
it up in a month. He is really afraid war will break out about 
the end of July. 

I do not believe this because Germany’s foodstuffs are limited 
and Hitler intends to take Austria or Czechoslovakia without 
war. Russia is the only really uncertain power. The French 
Ambassador also said to me that he knew the Germans had 
been dealing with Russian generals to overthrow the Stalin 
government, perhaps to procure for Hitler the coveted Ukraine. 


June 23. Wednesday. Thus far we have had an anxious 
week. On Monday .the papers described the fall of the Blum' 
government in Paris. With Russia in its supposed weakened 
position and the Popular Front in France (30 per cent. Com- 
munist) fallen, Hitler apparently thought the time Was ap- 
proaching for him to dictate to Europe. So he told Von Neurath 
be was not to go to London. The English had apparently made 
liberal promises to Germany, but Hitler, it seems, demanded 
more, either in Spain or in the CzechosIovak-'Austrian region 
perhaps in both. England had indicated it could not go farther 
and Hitler stood on his sensational demands and so refused to' 
allow Von Neurath to attend the London conference 
Tuesday the Propaganda Minister, Gocbbds, made' a violent 
speech against Russia, Czechoslovakia, France and England, 
and the papers loudly denounced Foreign Minister Eden fo^ 
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having said he could not make further concessions. We had 
reports From the Foreign Office, as also from the British Em- 
bassy, that Henderson, the British Ambassador, had practically 
delivered a lecture to Von Neurath, aimed at Hitler. He had 
done his best for two montlis to help Germany and England 
settle Spanish difficulties, perhaps even Germany’s claims to- 
wards the east. Just as success seemed about to be won, Hitler 
had broken off negotiations. Henderson called it pure folly 
and showed his own anger. 

When I saw Von Neurath at his annual charity reception, , 
he showed a disposition to talk. I said: I am sorry you are 
not going to London to settle that long-drawn-out Spanish 
war. He at once replied that he too was sorry and otherwise 
indicated his realization of Hitler’s arbitrary blunder. There 
were i*,ooo guests on Von Ncurath’s lawn. Several diplomats 
showed their sympathy with Von -Neurath, even the French- 
man, the Latin Americans, and especially the Ministers from 
the Danube-Balkan states. 

Today it is reported that Mussolini is displeased with Hitlers 
decision, that the German army officers are equally dissatisfied 
because they hoped to get their forces out of Spain, and that 
Hitler himself is for once embarrassed. I doubt this last. Any- 
way, we telegraphed the violent press attacks on England and 
the reported rcstiveness here, in spite of press behaviour. My 
opinion is that Hitler hoped to get what he wanted because 
France and Russia were so upset, and hoped to alienate 
England from France. 

Concerned about the British attitude, I went to see Ambassa- 
dor Henderson. The first point discussed was my two-year 
advocacy of British-American commercial eo-operation and 
lower tarifls. The Ambassador said he agreed entirely. But when 
T -asked him about his government’s attitude towards Germany 
he said: “My 'government has been unwise in its relations with 
.Germany. I told Von Neurath that, and also told him Hitler’s 
decision to keep Von Neurath at home was equally unwise.” 

He turned to a general discussion of things: “Germany 
under Hitler’is renewing the Bismarck policy of annexing all 
European peoples of German descent, Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
and other countries.” Although I had suspected Henderson 
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was inclined to favour German annexations, I did not think he 
would go so far m his statements He then added : “Germany 
must dominate the Danube-Balkan zone, Much means that she 
is to dominate Europe England and her Empire is to dominate 
the seas along with the United States England and Germany 
must come into close relations, economic and political, and con- 
trol the world ” He said: “France is a back number and un- 
worthy of support Franco is to control Spain.” He seemed not 
to be aware of British- American opposition to the ruthless Nazi 
treatment of Catholics, Protestants and Jews I wonder if Am- 
bassador Henderson really represents his government? What 
would happen to Britain if Germany annexed all the peoples 
all the way to the Black Sea? * 


Sir tS^c f °HclSm^ rraPOndCnCC h “ passed bctwcen publisher and 

My' dear Sir, Jam..? 

I am about to publish the diary kept by Wilham E Dodd during the 
period of hu duty as United States Ambassador to the German Reiclf 
* “ CDd0SinB ° n a scparate shcct a Passage under the date 23rd June, 

.b t0 J* 131 Mr podd may have misunderstood you If so I 

!houU bu very glad to publuh a foetbote by you currm,^ 

Yours truly. 

The Rt. Hon Sir Nevile Henderson, PC.KCM Victor Gollancz 
St James s Club r 

106 Piccadilly, 

London W 1. 


Sir, 


January 23 nd, 1941 


of it myself and can therefore only tell you what I mitfht t,~ C n ° recollection 
I coulfno. po=,bly h,v« »,d 

account is so misleading in any case " Alr * 

Take for instance the first statement attributed t nni . 1. . > 

I could not possibly have said to Hitler that it was “umTw Neurath w 

at home ” Undoubtedly this really refers to Hitler’s refusaf tn $J Curat1 ’ 

“iZfv! “ E “ N " uath toU n’ffihS ' 

And it is the same with the general discussion Tt . 
that I should have spoken, as Dodd records about* n U ^ mt , c “conceivable 
“Czechoslovakia and other countries'’. What Trio,,!^ n u arck annexing 
that Hitler was pursuing the Bismarck policfcf umtmg^lG^a^^o nr 
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June 30. Wednesday. 1 heard from a friend today distressing 
new about the new Under-Sccretary of State, Sumner Welles 
According to the story as I hear it, six senators secured hi? 
appointment by threatening quietly to vote against Roosevelt’s 
Supreme Court reform if he did not name Wellcs,to the post 
He was Ambassador to Cuba early in the Roosevelt regime 
His conduct there was most embarrassing, I have heard 
He has one of the greatest houses in Washington, with fif- 
teen servants, and another house for summer use in Maryland. 
He prides himself on spending twice as much as Secretary Hull 
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and gives parties hardly matched by any of the Ambassadors 
in Washington. 1 was a little surprised to read a day or two 
ago in the press that Roosevelt had spent a Sunday with Welles 
at his Maryland mansion. Politics is a strange game, even with 
a real manlike Roosevelt. 

July 6 . Tuesday. President Quezon of the Philippines came 
to call and to indicate his objective: to see what Germany is 
like, to talk with Hitler, and also to discuss possible trade agree- 
ments. I had met Quezon about 1912 when he was lecturing in 
Chicago for Philippine independence. He seems quite able and 
thoughtful. The independence of his country is his basic ideal 
in life and it seems about to be realized, but he showed some 
t uneasiness about Japan and expressed the hope that Germany 
might recover her colonial possessions in the Far East. I thought 
he preferred this because it might prevent Japan from annexing 
his counjiy. He also dreaded the time when American, tariffs 
would be applied in the Philippines. 4 

July is. Monday. George S. Messersmith, American Minister 
to Austria, called. He is soon to succeed Under-Secretary Carr 
in our State Department, Carr having been in the position for 
forty years. ** 

I reported to Messersmith that the Austrian Minister in Ber- 
lin had shown much anxiety to me about the fate of his country 
as we were walking together privately in the Tiergarten. Mes- 
sersmith said the concern was due to conversations between the 
British Ambassador here, Henderson, and an important official 
from Vienna. The British Ambassador said Austria, being Nazi, 
must be annexed to Germany. This was at once reported to 
t>cnusdnrijgg, "foe unancd&or di Austria, and that "led to imme- 
diate telegraphic inquiries in London. 

Schuschnigg was satisfied by denials from Minister Eden, 
but Messersmith added that he was still expecting trouble when 
he left Vienna, especially about the Hitler conferences in Berch- 
tesgaden, Von Papen having made demands which could not 
be accepted. Messersmith said Austria would go to war if Hitler* 
sent an army into the country: Something like this is always 
happening. 
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Karl von Wiegand called this afternoon, having been in Aus y 
tria recovering from an illness contracted in Spain. He said 
that Austria is still in great anxiety, but that he talked an hour 
in Munich with General von Rcichenau, one of the foremost 
officers in the army, and the general was most impatient with 
the Fuehrer who is committed to open intervention in Spanish 
affairs. Von Rcichenau said the army in genera! is by no means 
in sympathy with the Hitler system, but that Hitler has greatly 
increased the S.S. forces, taken the best young officers from the 
army and built up the S.S. for personal purposes. Five thousand 
S.S. troops are kept in Munich all the time, with other units scat- 
tered over Germany. The idea seems to be to guard against 
any internal or army revolt. All policemen are also taken from 
the S.S. and are exceedingly well trained. 

July 1 3. Tuesday. The Chinese Ambassador called this morn- 
ing ^express his appreciation of American sympathy at the 
moment the Japanese attacks were beginning in North China 
again. He added : “Japan chose this moment to attack China 
because Russia is in such a domestic difficulty that she cannot 
give us any aid. The Japanese military people are also pressing 
for war at this moment because they think a victory in China 
would restore the government’s popularity with the people who 
have voted twice in recent elections overwhelmingly against the 
present regime.” While X do not know enough of the situation 
in the Far East to be too certain of his statement, I think his 
analysis is reasonably logical and seems to be correct. The 
Ambassador showed great concern, but said his government 
would fight desperately against Japan. 

July 14 Wednesday. In view of the international difficulties 
and dangers 1 called on Secretary von Neurath of the Foreign 
Office this morning at 12 o’clock. As I entered the Foreign 
Office,, the Japanese Ambassador was leaving. Von Neurath 
said to me that Russia is provoking the Chinese to fight the 
Japanese. When I told him what the Chinese Ambassador had 
said yesterday, Von Neurath insisted that Russia was the insti- 
gator, but he added Germany is willing to support the United 
States and England if they negotiate a peace in the Far East. 
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When I ashed about the Spanish* situation, he replied that 
Mussolini is no longer insisting that Germany send more men 
and ammunition to Spain. What specific conclusions one may 
draw is not quite clear, but all statements as to the Spanish 
war seem to indicate that a solution favourable to Germany 
and Italy is being arrived at. 

I am more inclined to accept the Chinaman’s conversation 
as true than I am that of any high German official. Von 
Neurath is personally opposed to much that Hitler does, but 
he always surrenders. 

July 20. Tuesday. Upon the request of Secretary Hull I 
called on Von Mackensen, Under-Secretary here, this afternoon. 
For half an hour I tried to learn whabGermany really thinks 
of the United States protests against war in the Far East., All 
I could get from him was : “Russia secretly helps both Japan 
and China in the hope of weakening both powers.” Germany, 
he said, was equally friendly to both Japan and China and not 
disposed to help either side. When I inquired about his attitude 
towards the Hull memorandum which I had been asked to pre- 
sent, he said he could not give me a written reply as Von Neu- 
rath is away until September x, and he was leaving tomorrow; 
but he insisted that Germany approved the British and Ameri- 
can protests against the war in the Far East, except that no 
official support could be given. I had some doubts. 

Then he entered into a discussion of American-Brazilian 
trade relations as operating to defeat German trade there. 
When I said the cause of the American attitude was simply its 
opposition to German export subsidies when they sent goods to 
Brazil, he acknowledged that these subsidies were being granted 
whereas a month ago when he protested to me about our trade 
arrangement he had said Germany gave no subsidies. When I 
insisted he had said there were no subsidies, he replied, “No 
I did not say so” However, I know he did say so and i{ 
reported to Washington his denial. * 

Not satisfied with the Foreign Office statements about the 
Far East, I went to see the French' Ambassador. He said Russia 
v bad nothing to' do with the Far Eastern outbreak, but added 
that if Russia does enter the war on the Chinese side there will 
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be a European war. When I asked about Germany and Spain# 
he said Hitler talked to him last Sunday as if he were iauriy 
certain the war there is soon to end. Then Franjois-Ponce 
added : “Italy’s internal troubles and opposition are so grea 
that Mussolini will not send more troops to Spain.’ I “ a 
doubts though I can believe the Italian people are opposed 0 
continued participation in the Spanish war. 

The French Ambassador spoke of the propaganda mass mew- 
ing for fine arts last week-end in Munich. He said Hi er 
speech was almost childish. When I asked him about his ia en . 
ance at the NUmberg Party Congress next September, he saw-. 
“All other diplomats have indicated that they att “ a * 
have asked my government whether I should go. They 0 
answer, so I told Billow-Schwante, in charge of protocol, u» 

I could attend only one day and not listen to the propagaii • 
speeches." This will be the first time ambassadors l from dem 
cratic countries have attended. I told him I could no 
suchTafty propaganda meetings. I have not done so and c 
not do so unless ordered by my government, which would 
to my resignation. I do not care to sit by quietly and listen « 
Hitler and Goebbels denounce democracies. He agreed, 
added, “We may all have to attend to avoid trouble.' 


July 24. Saturday. My wife and I left our home at 1045 a m- 
and drove to Hamburg by 5.30, having stopped a half hur 
on the way for luncheon. I got my room on the Cty J 
more promptly and the ship sailed slowly down 
7 p.m. 


July 26. Monday. Yesterday there was what they call 
choppy sea and nearly everybody was seasick. I got on s P* 
board worn out with a headache from which I had sutler 5 
two months, also a nervous indigestion which troubled "me so 
' that I ate nothing for thirty hours. 

Reports from Berlin say that many more Protestant preachers 
have been arrested, fifty-seven in jail, Niemoeller’s brother 
among them. Two Germans who lived near the Polish boun- 
dary were executed Friday because they were reported to have 
told Poles what the German army plans were. The same arbi- 
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trary treatment of all opponents, Catholics, Protestants, Jews, 
and, of course, indiscreet talkers, continues. The totalitarian 
state idea goes on without moderation. I have hoped to leave 
Germany permanently for more than two years. What the 
President will say this time I can’t guess, but I can hardly 
stand such an atmosphere. 

.dtfgwt 4. Wednesday. We arrived early tins morning at Nor- 
folk. We drove to Round Hill before 5 o’clock in the afternoon. 
The farms all the way looked very prosperous, the ancient 
region of Virginia far more so than I had expected. From 
Leesburg to Round Hill, crops looked still better. 


August 11. Wednesday. After a week of light work on my 
farm, repairing damaged roads and moving the old smoke 
house to a better location, I was with President Roosevelt for 
luncheon. A score of men were waiting to see him when I came 
away. The President is greatly troubled about the danger of 
war and also the continued depression in the United States. 
He talked most frankly for an hour. 

He said: “I wish you to return to Berlin for two or three 
months. When you retire I have promised Ambassador Davies, 
now in Russia, to appoint him your successor.” 

Mr. Roosevelt had heard that I had been announced as one 
of the speakers at the Williamstown Institute of Human Rela- 
tions early in September. He urged me to go and “speak the 
truth about things.” I told him I had been asked to speak be- 
fore some Virginia and North Carolina universities, but I added 
that I was not quite well and needed a real vacation. He urged 
me to accept all the invitations I could. It was plain that he 
wished me to interpret and discuss American and international 
problems as best I could. 


After the conference in the White House, I saw Secretary 
Hull, who surprised me by reporting that Ambassador Dieck- 
hoff had protested to him on August 6 against an interview 
published on the 5th, on my arrival. I had not mentioned Ger- 
many or events there, though I referred to Martin Luther, and 
y® K 0W any fault ? ould bc found in what I said. 
Mr. Hull had said at once to Dieckhoff: “I agree entirely with 
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what our Ambassador said and cannot sec how a protest can be 
made ” The Secretary and I talked nearly an hour, and we 
were as much in agreement about European affairs as we have 
been from the beginning He made it plain that he did not 
wish Davies to be Ambassador to Berlin and he seemed glad to 
know I had been urged to return even for three months 

My good friend Judge R Walton Moore, now Counsellor to 
the Department, advised me to call on the new Under-Secre 
tary, Sumner Welles I have long believed Welles was opposed 
to me and everything I recommended However, I sent my 
card to Mr Welles’ office and offered to call, but he was 
engaged and I did not care to wait and so returned, driving 
my own car, to the farm 

Washington was more crowded with automobiles than I had 
ever before noticed It was difficult to travel or even walk in 
the city It took me nearly an hour to get to a store where I 
bought a box for filing letters, the store being only three blocks 
from the State Department On the way home, hundreds and 
hundreds of cars were on the road The man on Pennsylvania 
Avenue from whom I bought some gas said “Washington has 
700,000 automobiles though her population is hardly 600,000 
I was glad to get out of the city 

September 4 Saturday This morning I read in the New York 
Herald Tribune a paragraph of a confidential letter I had sent 
to Secretary Hull advising against attendance at the Ndmberg 
party show by Prentiss Gilbert, now our Charge d’Affaires in 
Berlin There was also reference to a telegram I had sent him 
from Williamstown, also protesting strongly against this viola- 
tion of our 150-year old diplomatic custom of not attending 
official party celebrations in foreign countries 

The letterjiad been sent ten days before 1 left for Williams- 
town, for Judge Moore to band to Secretary Hull without let 
ting anyone else sec it Now it has been published m the press 
as if I had said it publicly at Williamstown, only a few days 
after CWfotTi. W6 upset Vac precedent 1 set lor four } ears, Vy 
attending Hitler’s great Nazi propaganda spectacle 

September 30 Thursday I went to Washington to attend the 
funeral of tny distinguished and almost life-long friend. Dr 
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J. F. Jameson, long-time editor of the American Historical 
Review and at the time of his sudden death assistant national 
librarian. It was a sad occasion, many of my former historical 
friends and associates there. He was the most learned historian 
I had ever seen. Now he is gone, about seventy-eight years old. 

October 18. Monday. After arranging some work to be done 
by Tom Reed, a good tenant in one of my houses, I set out for 
New York again to begin my journey once more to Berlin. The 
State Department had arranged for me to go on October 20 
and Secretary Hull had said to me the preceding Friday, I 
believe, that the President at his home, Hyde Park, New York, 
wished to talk with me again. I had talked with him a second 
time about the middle of September. So I asked my son to meet 
me again at New Brunswick, N.J. It was a long drive. I 
reached my destination at 5 p.m. and William was at the door 
of the Wilson Hotel. He drove for me then and we were in 
his apartment early in the evening, a quiet place to rest even 
in New York City. When I was just going to sleep, the Presi- 
dent’s secretary called me and said I was expected there at 1 1 
o’clock tomorrow, which means another early start. 

October ig. Tuesday. Driving over the wonderful New York 
parkways, we reached the President’s house — a marvellous 
place — at 11.30. 

The President revealed his anxiety about foreign affairs, dis- 
cussed the Japanese-Chinese situation, and talked of the possi- 
bilities of the Brussels peace conference which Norman Davis 
is to attend for him. One thing troubled him : Could the United 
States, England, France and Russia actually co-operate? If so 
the Japanese could be halted and the dictators of Europe finally 
be brought to some more peaceful position. I could see little 
chance of real co-operation when England had refused so long 
to make a treaty with the United States even on trade'matters 
Before we finished I urged again that he appoint Professor 
Shotwell of Columbia as my successor in Berlin. He said he 
would appoint either Shotwell or a service man, Hugh Wilson 
now in the State Department. I told him a second time he 
ought, if possible, to appoint Shotwell because of his university 
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connections as well as his national reputation as a scholar. c 
agreed with me on this, but did not commit himselh 
g Aftcr the conversation was over, William and I wer 
to lunch with the President, his mother, =>nd the DdanM ol 
Washington. It was a delightful occasion. As I left ? 
dent, he stud again: “Write me personally ' abt out thmp 
Europe. I can read your handwriting very wdh I promM™ 
twite him such confidential letters, but how shall I get them 

him unread by spies? rwtllt-im’s Wends 

Last night I attended a meeting of some of William 
who are with the peace organization for which hem 1 fc 1 
lectures. Some tsventy peace advocates all approvedRoc el 
recent speech in Chicago in which he almost advocatrfwarm 
stop the Japanese in China and the Italians in p ■ ^ 

prised me a little. The spokesman of one P 

organization said American neutrality would not assure^ 

He® thought a boycott of Japan should be apphed and 

my son to lecture on the meaning ° f ‘° rc the 

Columbia professors, business men, and joumatats 
people present, and one very active woman. That 11M _ 

night; the same ideas svere discussed vigorously this evening 

Octobers. Wednesday. George P. Brett, Jr„ president : of the 
Macmillan Company, called to leave a copy of my book, d ^ 
Old South: Struggle fir Dmoaacy, svhich is to be : pu d 

October 26 He also urged the preparation < of my 
volume, The Old South: Our F,,rt Amenccn Soctal Order ** 
not say I should resign my position which I had especte ^ 
September i. I could not promise how soon my work 
ready. Not a line is written yet. He said that the volu ’ . 
out was considered very interesting by his critical workers 
proof-readers. I thanked him for the illustrations which fcaa no # 
been easy to get. * _ _ 

When he departed other people came, so that I was engag 
until the ship was about to start. I had spent two and a nan 
months in the United States, but I had the same sort of nervous 
headaches which plagued me when I sailed from Hamburg on 

July 24. V 

October &)• Friday. In Berlin once more. What can I do? 
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November 3. Wednesday. I have had three busy days read- 
ing documents and recent newspapers to get the drift of things. 
It has been decided that I am to leave Berlin for good about 
March 1, 1938. The President indicated that date though I had 
asked to be relieved September i, 1937. He seemed to me to 
wish 1 would stay a few months longer on account of the em- 
barrassing pressure of men like Davies, now at Moscow, and 
Thomas Watson who also wishes to be here. I feel I must go 
because of the unbearable tension of Nazi Germany, my in- 
creasing years, and the difficulty of writing the other volumes 
of my Old South if I wait much longer. 

In the Embassy office, engagements to see people are as 
frequent as formerly. On Monday, Senator James Lewis of 
Chicago spent an hour talking confidentially about the Presi- 
dent, American economic conditions, and foreign dangers. 
Much as he has travelled about Europe, he showed ignorance 
of real American policies. 

Tuesday Dr. Cheng, the’Chinesc Ambassador, spent half an 
hour explaining his government’s position and its hopes that 
\ the United States and England may unite to support China 
, against Japan’s cruel and amazing imperialism. He said he was 
going to Brussels to see how the nine-power conference feels 
about things. Dr. Cheng was a student at the University of 
Chicago while I was there and had reported some time ago 
that he knew me there as a professor. 

Today the Swiss Minister spent an hour reviewing European 
conditions and the Ntlmberg Party Congress which he attended 
for three days. In spite of certain indications which I have noted 
before at big parties, I think he is still anti-Nazi and afraid his 
- little country may be annexed to Hitler’s Germany. He did not 
tell me about the Nazi Party in Switzerland which has been 
granted privileges there. Fear of Hitler is the cause of this, 
the Swiss Government feeling that to do otherwise might cause 
aggressive German action. 

Tonight 1 went to a dinner-party at the Kaiser' Wilhelm 
Institute, the new president .taking his place, my friend the 
former president, Planck, retiring. This organization is’ not 
Nazi and some outstanding business men who were present 
made their attitudes plain. They had no Hitler decorations on 
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their coats and they did not say “Hed Hitler” when others 
came up to them and shook hands 

November 13 Saturday Tonight we went to the annual ball 
of Dr Frank, head of the bar association and member of the 
Hitler Cabinet An enormous croud, nearly all diplomats, was 
present Everybody was expected to contribute to the Winter 
hxlfe (annual Nazi chanty drive) by purchasing tickets which 
might give them a pnze Nobody won any pnze that I heard 
ofj though everybody gave ro to 20 marks /U Frank’s table 
were the French Ambassador and his wife, the Italian and 
Polish Ambassadors, with others A quite interesting judge of 
the People's Court sat on my nght We talked German history', 
since present conditions cannot easily be discussed 

November 16 Tuesday Douglas Miller reports to the govern 
merit at home that the director of the Deutsche Bank, Herr 
Weigelt, told him that Germany is flying airplanes to China 
Tlie Chinese Ambassador, a second visitor this morning said 
that Germany is shipping all kinds of war supplies over Russian 
railroads both to Cluna and Japan I notice reports that Japan 
sends millions of dollars worth of gold each week to New \ork 
to pay for war materials 

The story of Gcrman-Itahan propaganda in Brazil which 
has been coming to me for a year now emerges into an account 
of the nse of a Fascist state there The new dictator, Vargas, 
has now announced that he will not pay interest on American 
loans or repay the capital All treaties may now be declared 
void when the dictator wishes to do so The State Department 
winch arranged a trade treaty a little over a year ago is now 
helpless and Secretary Hull has shown his disapproval 

November 18 Thursdiy After a busy day we went to n dinner 
at the French Embassy given in honour of Ambassador Bullitt of 
Pam There v.crc forty guests present After dinner Bullitt, 
the FrencJi Ambassador, Dr Irani Dr Rosenberg, myself 
and one or two others sat together and listened to Rosenberg 
present to Bullitt the Nazi social plulosophy I could not ice 
exactly whether Bullitt approved it or not, but Rosenberg 
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and Frank argued their Nazi ideas. The Frenchman seemed 
to be amused. I said nothing. 

Bullitt had been three days in Warsaw and he reported to 
me this morning that Foreign Minister Beck of Poland had 
assured him again and again that the Poles would do everything 
possible for peace, not ally themselves with any nation, except 
on commercial matters, and not intervene if Germany annexed 
Czechoslovakia or if Russia seized Finland. 

No German seems ever to think seizure of other people’s } 
territory is wrong. It is the result of hundreds of years of teach- 
ing. Recently, Von Papen pressed the query in Paris : “What 
will France do if we take over Austria?” Now the Poles, who 
are in as tight a place as any people in Europe, are said to 
be joining the German-Italian-Japanese combination against 
Russia. I think they will be compelled to come into the so-called 
anti-Comintern pact. A journalist who has been long in Russia 
said to me today that many German and Italian secret workers 
have been in Russia two years with the object of overthrowing 
Stalin and. setting up a Fascist system. Certainly there have 
been Italian-German propagandists in Latin America doing 
their utmost to upset our treaties and to set up dictatorships in 
t alliance with those of Europe. We have heard here about their 
work in Brazil for nearly a year, and recently a Chile man re- 
ported a Nazi Party in that country of 35,000 men, adding that 
the Chilean Government expects to be a German colony in a 
year or two. The Colombian Minister came to see me two days 
ago anti said that the activity all over Latin America was so 
great that he wished me to report it. 

With so many efforts to make a solid Fascist front from Rome 
to Tokyo and similar efforts to swing Latin America into alli- 
ances with these Berlin-Rome dictators, and especially to defeat 
all easier trade relations, it seems to me that real co-operation 
l between the United States, England, France and Russia is the 
only way to maintain world peace. One thing seems to me * 
' certain : there will come a complete totalitarian domination of 
Europe and Asia if democratic countries continue their popular 
isolation policies. All peoples are so afraid of another war that 
Hitler and Mussolini think they can keep everybody scared and 
seize what areas they want. I am afraid they are right in their 
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appraisals. If things go on in this way, England and the United 
States are going to find their economic conditions worse than 
ever. Although one cannot agree that Communism is any better 
than Fascism, it would be a great thing for the United States, 
England, and France to unite with Russia and simply say that 
certain things must cease to be done. 

November ig, Friday. We entertained Bullitt at luncheon 
today, twenty-four guests present. Dr. Schacht said to me as he 
came in : “I have not attended a Cabinet meeting since Sep- 
tember 5.” This looks as if he were definitely out of the regime. 

I asked him, confidentially, if he would accept an American 
bank presidency. He said : “Yes, and I would be delighted to 
see the President often.” I wondered what he was going to do 
with the Hitler statue in his parlour or with the painting of 
Gocring which I saw in his house the last time I was there. 
Poor man— the ablest financier in Europe but utterly helpless 
and in grave danger in case he were known to be considering 
migration to the United States. Of course he will lose his ' 
property in the event that he is able to slip out some way. 

November 23. Tuesday. I had a message today -from Secre- 
tary Hull which surprised me a great deal. I had agreed last 
August in a conversation with the President to return for three 
months, after spending my vacation at home. The last time I 
was with the President, October 19, he frankly said he had 
given up his earlier plan and would appoint Shotwell or Hugh 
Wilson. He said he was glad I was going back for some months. 

I told him March 1 was the best time for my retirement partly 
because of the weather conditions and partly because I did not 
wish to have the German extremists think their complaints of 
August .6, a protest by DieckhofF against my statement on 
arrival in America, and September 5, in connection with my 
advice to the State Department not to send a representative to 
NUrnberg, had opera ted too effectively'. They had no real reason 
to complain at anything t had done ot said. 

Now comes a telegram indicating that I must retire between 
December 15 and 31. Ambassador Hugh Gibson of Belgium is 
to be appointed, and I was asked to present his name to the 
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Foreign Office at once. The President was reported to have 
asked all this to be done. 

The reason for this violation of my understanding with the 
President is the opposition to me of Under-Secretary Welles. 

I have recently seen signs of opposition to everything I have 
recommended, except my refusal to go to Ntlmberg. Since last 
spring, Welles has had a controlling influence inside the De- 
partment of State. It is well known to me that he is violently 
opposed to my policies in regard to public service. 

November 39. Monday. Having been in bed nearly all the 
time since last Tuesday, when I had to beg Von Neurath to 
excuse me from sitting with him at dinner, I managed to go to 
my office. Von Neurath had invited all diplomats to attend an 
opera Tuesday night in honour of the Hungarian Prime 
Minister and others who were here for a week. I felt I must 
accept, but after the opera ended, I was unequal to the continued 
strain and was excused from dinner. The object of all this re- 
ception and hospitality was to press the Hungarians for union 
with Hitler Germany. I noticed that the Hungarians did not 
he'll Hitler or raise their hands in salute when all Germans did. 

In my office I learned from the consulate in Hamburg that 
scores of importers of coffee have been imprisoned there because 
they had left some of their profits in the exporting countries, and 
had not reported them to Gocring’s economic office. One of the 
most eminent of the prisoners committed suicide. A report came 
from Munich that Julius Strcicher has made an address in which 
he declared that the Jews govern the United States, La Guardia 
being their chief. Other evidence was brought from Munich 
and Stuttgart that Hitler’s government is doing its utmost in 
Sruuh. America to brins*, those countries. mta alliance -W/in 
Germany and Italy. This has been going on at least three years 
at enormous expenditure. 

November 30. Tuesday. We received notice from Washington 
that Gibson has declined the appointment to Berlin. I was 
requested to inform the Foreign Office that Hugh Wilson of 
the State Department was to be appointed. 'White evidence is 
wanting, I believe the German Foreign Office refused to receive 
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Gibson He had been an official in Belgium during the World 
War and had also written a valuable book about Germany and 
certain German leaders X do not think the present regime 
could endure more than was said in my book on Woodrow Wil 
son I notified the Foreign Office at once and they replied that 
their answer would be sent us in three or four days 

David Lloyd George, Britain’s war-time Prime Minister, 
warned his government today against entering into a “thieves’ 
bargain with the dictators” and suggested it would be better 
for Britain to go to war now rather than make an abject sur- 
render to the Fascists This Lloyd George address is very 
different from his statements of 1934 But he seems to me to be 
nght now How can England do anything after allowing Mus 
sohni to master the Mediterranean, Ethiopia, and half of Spain? 

Dumber 3 Friday Not a word from the Foreign Office 
about the new nominee to succeed me I can think of no reason 
for this delay Wilson was ten years in Switzerland but this 
should be no excuse for a German objection Yet I would not 
be surprised if Hitler refused the United States representation 
for quite a while He and Goenng are the most conceited men 
I have ever seen, and both of them are angry, even uneasy, 
about the slowly changing attitude of the United States 

Today the Volkischer Beobachter, Nazi official organ, earned 
a great headline saying the United States approved Russia s 
sending 300 war planes to poor China Yesterday our Secretary 
of State was attacked because he agreed with ajVew York Tim's 
editorial advocating Amencan-English co operation in world 
affairs and especially a boycott of Japan Hitler sells war sup 
plies to both China and Japan, even furnishing German officers 
to China The object is, however, to have Japan control China 
so that both may be ready to fight Russia if war ever comes in 
Europe 

A report today from Warsaw says the Danzig League of 
NaUons official, Burckhardt, saw Hitler when he passed through 
Berlin on his return from Geneva Hitler said to him "When 
ever I choose to do so I can annex all sections of European 
countries where there are large German elements ” He simply 
meant that Europe is so afraid of him that he can take Danzig, 
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Austria, and Czechoslovakia with no real resistance. I doubt 
this except one at a time and not too near each other in 
sequence. Is this not a strange Europe after all that happened 
in the World War? 

December g. Thursday. Last Monday, December 6, I had a 
long talk with Dr. Schacht. He spoke freely, insisting that what 
we said was not registered in the Secret Police office. I was not 
so sure as he seemed to be. I told him we are retiring about 
January i. He said he hoped to have us at his house befofe 
we go. 

I showed him a copy of the interview I gave the Associated 
Press in Norfolk last August 4 and told him about Ambassador 
DieckhofTs protest against this to Secretary Hull. Schacht read 
all I had said and then added: “There was no reason for a 
protest, none at all.” I told him that I thought Von Mackensen, 
the Under-Secretary in the German Foreign Office, had done 
this, not Von Neurath. He made no reply. Hitherto he has 
always seemed to be in agreement with Von Neurath, not his 
son-in-law Von Mackensen. 

I then told Schacht about my confidential letter to Hull being 
published in the New York papers on September 4, appearing 
as if I had spoken it at Williamstown, Massachusetts, against 
the Ntimberg Congress. Schacht was not surprised though he 
seemed not to have heard of the Foreign Office attitude in pro- 
testing to Washington either in August or September. But he 
then went on to'’. say I was very popular with the German 
people, especially among Uneducated and professional people. 
I have seen considerable evidence of this, particularly in the 
invitations from German universities to deliver lectures, but 
Schacht had not given such facts before, though we have 
generally agreed on nearly all matters of international concern. 

Schacht later talked of his position as being uncertain. If he 
had to give up his bank presidency, he said he would go to the 
United States. As yet, he said, that was not to be definitely con- 
sidered, and he was not sure what he would do. He said : “I am 
as you know, no longer Economics Minister. That is Genera! 
Goering’s job now,- and he knows little about the problems 
before him.”. I inferred from what Schacht said about the 
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people’s opposition to the Nazis, especially business people, that 
he thinks the Nazi regime will be overthrown. 

December It. Saturday. I had a conversation this 
with Baron von Neurath. There was nothing new du , 
viewed existing conditions. I asked him about the co 
question, so much discussed during the last month. 
Germany cannot produce more than 80 per cent o 
necessary foodstuffs and Germany has a population j n ?_ 
500,000 a year. Then he stressed the subject : of land shortage. 
He added : “We shall not get our colonies back in severa y 
but we must have them.” . ... 

I said to him: You know modem populations will not 
grate. Nearly all people wish to live in big cities wher 
employment is great. People simply will n0 * three- 

and you know that the city populations constitute near jw 
fourths of the people in England, Germany an ^ * V ]cm f 
States. How will colonics help solve your economic pro ; 
He insisted: “We would get raw materials Com. 
rephed: Yes, but the cost of raw matenals Com cotaia 
always greater than their cost through international trade 
gave illustrations.- , _ , e n- 

He Insisted on the colony demand. I know Gc T?"L, tora . 
titled to some colonies and conceded her right to ei . 
tion through negotiation. But my reference to 413 e r tary 
led Von Neurath to state again that he supported aecre/ 
Hull on the subject of international trade,- But, he a » 
“Germany will not change her policy,” which is one of extr 
barriers against imports. , 

When I asked him about the possibility of a four-power p 
(England, Germany, France and Italy), he promptly saj _ 
could not be arranged. He did not give the reasons, but I in- 
ferred that he meant that no reduction of armaments would dc 
agreed to. 

When I asked him if he knew I had not referred to Germany 
Jn any address I had made in the United States, he said : “Yes, 
Dieckhoff, our Ambassador in Washington, informed me that 
the newspaper stories of September 4 were taken from a con- 
fidential letter you had sent to Secretary Hull.” I reminded 
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him of what I had more than once said to him about my not ■ 
attending NUmbcrg Party shows. He said he understood my 
position. It was rather curious in view of the protests which 
v<ere made in Washington. 

When I was about to leave he asked my wife and me to dine 
with him if we could. I told him I was afraid we could not do 
so, it being about Christmas time and the date of our departure 
still uncertain. 

December 14. Tuesday. How our modem civilization drifts 
backward towards medievalism! Today the Czechoslovak 
Minister called, tremendously concerned about the fate of his 
country because democratic countries do nothing and thus give 
Mussolini, Hitler and Japan increasing sway over the world. 
He said Russia, though an ally of his country and France, is 
helpless. 

Yesterday the Russian Charg6 d’ Affaires came to see me and 
insisted that democratic countries, England, France and the 
United States, wish his country to save China without their 
assistance. Russia, said he, will not do that, but she would 
co-operate with those countries if they would help China. 

After the Czechoslovak Minister left this morning, the 
Chinese Ambassador came to talk again about his country’s 
dangerous condition. He repeated information I had received 
from Washington over the radio: that thejapanese had destroyed ^ 
American and English vessels in Chinese rivers, even killing 
Americans, and ’.That our President had demanded complete 
restoration and apologies from the Emperor of Japan. He 
wanted to know whether the United States would really do 
anything. I could not give any assurance though I agreed with 
him that democracies must save China or themselves soon come 
into grave danger. We parted sadly, he saying his country 
might have to be subjugated and I acknowledging that modem 
civilization seemed to be on the verge of disaster. 

At noon 1 sent a message to Roosevelt summarizing what 
had been said and giving my opinion that if the United States 
and England did not stop Japan, our people would come to 
realize in a year or two what their position was. I advised a ’ 
boycott. If that did not succeed, I said, our navy and part of 
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the British fleet should join and appear in Chinese waters. The 
Italian and German peoples are not yet willing to go to war 
against China, or even against England. I hop*e my opinions do 
not reach Hitler as .some^ other confidential messages of mine 
have done. Anyway, it seemed my duty to send such a warning. r 

December ig. Sunday . The last few days of luncheons and 
dinners have been almost unbearable to me, being busy all the 
time in the Embassy office. And we have declined more than 
we could accept. *High officials like Von Neurath have said they 
hoped to have us to dinner and now their invitations have 
failed to be sent. But German university and business men have 
crowded us with their invitations. Today we were with the 
Giebels, two days ago the Alberts, a day or two before a promi- 
nent bank president. In all these cases, fifteen to twenty guests 
were present, all very frankly revealing their opposition to 
| the Hitler regime, none giving the “Heil Hitler” greeting 
or wearing the Party decorations, even when some wore 
uniforms. ✓ *- 

On Thursday, December 16 , 1 went to Leipzig, my old uni- 
versity, to deliver a lecture on George Washington. I had been 
asked 50 many times since I have been in Berlin that I finally 
accepted, but I asked a personal friend there to see that no 
Party demonstrations were made. Pictures of men in Hitler 
uniforms, a flag behind me as I spoke, or an audience shouting 
“Heil Hitler” would have been reported to the United States 
in a way to ridicule both me and the university- where I got my 
Fb.D. in igoo. Therefore I made my tactful request a week 
before. 

When I arrived a large reception was given by Professor 
Wartburg. score of professors were present. Conversations, 
as in Berlin, 'criticized the Hitler regime. When I appeared in 
the famous old university lecture room where Wundt, the dis- 
tinguished philosopher, used to lecture, there was a vast crowd, 
students, professors, and persons whom I had seen years ago. 

Mrs. Arnold Liebisch, wife of the deceased book dealer whom 
1 knfrvv so well when a student in Leipzig, sat just in front of 
me. And Miss Gray, the English woman who used to entertain 
Students, was beside her. Miss Gray looked little older than in 
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1899. She had been visiting ancient Leipzig and remained a few 
days longer to heav.what I might say. 

I noticed a number of uniforms as I entered the reception 
room and a few people greeted each other in the Hitler manner, 
but none did that for me. It was a university crowd and 
the conversations were most cordial and liberal. It took me an 
hour to read my Washington address as I had to make each 
sentence as clear as possible, the university having insisted on 
an English delivery. To my surprise, the audience understood 
well enough to applaud statements and laugh at jokes I made. 
More people in Germany speak and understand English than 1 
anywhere else I have ever been where English is not the native 
language. * 

After the address a dinner was given and once more people 
talked freely to me and even to one another. Leipzig Univer- 
sity professors are not satisfied with their situation, even less 
satisfied than Berlin professors seem to be. I was glad to see 
once more the old university where I first learned history in a 
critical manner. The old part of the city was much as it used to 
be when I was there. 

December so. Monday. We called on the French Ambassador 
and Madame Trangois-Poncet this afternoon at 5 o’clock. 
Madame Frangois-Poncet reported that, in her opinion, the 
Hohenzollems and the conservatives in general are restless and 
more bitter than ever. She said she had heard much talk of 
that sort. But, she added, the leaders of the opposition are so 
indiscreet that their attitude and plans will be fully revealed to 
the Nazis and there may be another ki l l i n g like that of June 
30 . * 934 - 

I ha. vc heard, and already recorded, much opposition talk 
but I do not think a revolt or effort to overthrow Hitler will 
come in the near future. Everybody knows here how cruelly 
Hitler-Goering-Goebbels would act if any more opposition is 
made and consequently nothing will be done, unless the army 
offers a solid front for a change. But so far as one can judge 
the army is under such control that its opposition chiefs can do 
nothing. 

A little later the French Ambassador said: "You 'are going 
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war unless the United States, England and France co-operate 
without further delay.’* 

-A letter from the President today says he understood my 
position here and my need to remain until March 1 as I had ex- 
plained to him at his Hyde Park home, but the German Foreign 
Office had compelled him to recall me by January 1. This 
was not wholly surprising, except for my talk two weeks ago with 
Von Neurath, who is very clever and who practically denied 
any such intervention. I may be wrong, but I believe that 
Under-Secrctary Welles may have used his influence with the 
President. I wrote the President as much today. lVhile I know 
Hitler-Goering-Goebbels might wish my recall, I am sure the 
chiefs of the Foreign Office realize how free I*"wouId be in tlie 
United States to describe the system here in cose X were asked 
to leave. Anyway I am planning to learn, the truth of thing* 
,\vhenT go to Washington. I have been told that Welles has been 
a definite irritation to the State Department ever since last May* 

The Chinese Ambassador and Ills wife called this afternoon. 
He still hopes and pleads that the United States and England 
will put a stop to the' Japanese murder or his people. He said 
he was leaving, tonight for Paris. "While he did not say so, I 
believe he is going to protest against French concessions to 
Japan in French zones of influence in China. I told him to 
repeat in Paris what he had told me. 

December s 6 . Sunday. I went to Dr. Schacht's house in 
Dahl cm. I wished especially to see Schacht whose life is said to 
be in danger, but he and his wife were away at their country 
home about fifty miles from Berlin. I left my card with a few 
words, carefully written, designed to suggest a possible conser- 
vation. More I did not dare say lest it endanger him more. As 
we came a'svay from Schacht's home, Herbert Goering, nephew 
of -the general who -bar taken Schacht's place as economic 
dictator, passed us looking at our car. I am afraid he reported 
tny visit to the go; emment. 

In tlie afternoon, we gave a reception 'to all our staff people, 
the consular service people. Military and Naval Attaches, art! 
the journalists. There were some seventy guests. It was o de- 
lightful meeting. 
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I forgot to note that my wife and I went to the old Reichstag 
building on our way home from Schacht’s house. Tlierc we 
saw the so-called anti-Communist pictures about whicli we 
had heard. It was the most shameful exhibit I have ever seen. 
No really intellectual person would ever put up such pictures 
• as the thousands we sa\v, especially not in this famous old legis- 
lative hall. The pictures showed Communist contrivances in all 
countries in the world, and the Communists were all Jews. The 
pictures'showcd murders, rapes, thefts, revolutions and seizures 
of governments. Not a crime one could think of but Jews and 
Communists'wcrc performing it. There were' two or three thou- 
sand visitors present. I cannot sec bow any intelligent govern- 
ment official jvould allow such a show, which concluded with 
Mussolini and Hitler saving all mankind. 

September so, 1938. Tuesday. Having kept no daily account 
'of 'things since I left Berlin, I must now review briefly what 
happened. ' 

We left Berlin on December og, driving to Hamburg to get 
on the Manhattan, an American ship.AVhen we walked about 
the boat, we found that 'more than half of the. second-class 
passengers were Germans hoping to locate in thfe United States.' 
More than half of these were Jews. But at our table in the dining- 
room there .were ^several Nazis or Nazi sympathizers, one 
a West Virginia woman, the wife of the Yugoslav Minister to 
London.^ She described to us the London situation where there 
are apparently many aristocratic Fascists or Nazis now. 

There were some interesting newspaper correspondents from 
Spain on board. They wire going home to the United States 
, hoping to tell the real truth about Mussolini’s ‘and Hider’s 
performances in that historic r country. They arc ’absolute 
opponcmS oi'ilaiiau-vShrman ihterJerence in Spain. " T expressed 
my doubts that the American press would allow them to report 
just what was going on in that country. 

On the last night of the year 1937, our ship set sail from 
Southampton for New York, where we aVrivYd without serious 
storms on January 8. Before we reached the harbour, more than 
a score of journalists had managed to get on' the ship and were 
urging all lands of interviews. I could not give the facts about 

P ; 
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away at a good time. In my opinion there tvill be ' . 

spring. Onfmain reason is that Mnssota^aU^mlW 

so bad that he will resort to war to save Spanish 

trol of the Mediterranean and all the 

possessions in North Africa. In order to ge » Anstris 

be called on to help him, and Germany svsllbepvoA^ 

and Czechoslovakia. But all the Danube P P jf Italy 
nervous than ever and closer to France than ev w atta cl 

and Germany go to war for these areas, w England 

them and England trill support ns. This nthereaso” 
cannot lend naval assistance to China, nor co-operate 

I then said: But if France and England 
with the United States in a boycott of Japan, urn ^ for 

would be stopped in nvo months. Can t yon d ^ a rcal 
this co-operation before it is too late. H gr sai( j that 
boycott would have the effect I indicate , ^ re -i=t 

business people in democratic countries tvou j- nc xt 

so much that nothing would be done; and, .throne, 
spring would-be the Mussolini-Hitler roe to b ® n „]d 

I asked him whether’ he thought the German masse* d if 
support a war. He said: "Yes, they have "“‘lung dm too^ 
ordered to go to war, but after a few battles ‘h'f ™ g j do „ 0 t ’ 
to fight." My opinion is somewhat the same, «cep ^ 
think Hitler is quite ready and so will hold Alus^ 
another year. '*• ' 

December 21. ’ Tuesday . At a luncheon given us 
fareweU by Dr. Schacht, conversations were as free ana 
.as I have ever heard in Germany. Dr. Schacht’s remo 
his directorship of the Economics Ministry may be taken 
cause. But the head of the International General Electric 
pany here as well -as others from banks and industrial p 
were even more outspoken. They were most fearful of tn 
Hitler regime. One thing which worried the electric, company 
chief was the order by Hitler to give up his’-great administrative 
building which* represents a 10,000,000 mark investment for the 
company. The company is to be allowed only 6,000,000 marks. 
He said he told Hitler’s official spokesman: “Then I will leave 
Germany and settle in eastern Trance.” What Hitler said when 
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told this was not stated, hut it is clear enough that the electric 
man would be imprisoned if he tried to leave Germany 
Schacht spoke of the defeat of Germany in 1918 as wholly 
due to 'Woodrow Wilson’s bringing America into the World 
War But I said Wilson’s Fourteen Points were the one great 
promise of international peace and co-operation and every 
country on both sides had helped to defeat his purpose Don’t 
you think Wilson, fifty years from now, will be regarded as one 
of the greatest Presidents the United States has ever had* He 
evaded an answer but turned his attention to the Japanese- 
Chincse war and opposed Germany’s alliance with Japan Then 
he showed the true German attitude “If the United States 
would stop the Japanese war and leave Germany to have her 
way in Europe, we would have world peace ” 

1 did not comment and others also failed to make remarks 
Schacht meant what the army chiefs of 1914 meant when they 
invaded Belgium, expecting to conquer France in six weeks 
* e , domination and annexation of neighbouring little countries, 
especially north and east Much as he dislikes Hitler’s dictator- 
ship, he, as most other eminent Germans, wishes annexation — 
without war if possible, with war, if the United States will keep 
hands off Much as I admire Schacht for some of his Courageous 
acts, I am now afraid he would not make a good American if 
he migrated 


December S3 Thursday Yesterday a most responsible official 
here from the old regime and still m office came to see me 
He is m a position to know a great deal about the drift of things 
in Hitler’s autocracy He said close friends reported to him 
that Dr Schacht is apt to be killed any time, especially next' 
spnng I heard this nimdur yesterday It has been repeated 
since by another visitor I wonder if I should send a confidential 
note warning Schacht before I leave " 


Today the Minister from Switzerland came to siv 
H= felted of his country and Us dangerous™^ up"'” 
ganda for Naz, annexation to Germany g 0C s on there aUthe 
tune and my government does not dare to try to ston n Tt 
Germans plan to annex Austria peaceablv or " * P u' The 
uKimalely, ifnecessary, and I see noway to LmdXlher S 
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my resignation, or recall, or even about what I thought was 
being planned by Hitler, until my arrival in Washington and 
my interviews with the President and Secretary Hull. 

When I saw the President and told him a little of what I 
thought of Under-Secretary Welles and his methods, no reply 
was made. When I talked with Secretary Hull, he confirmed 
in part what I thought had been done to recall me when it had 
been understood that I was to retire in March, 1938. For me 
to have gone back to Berlin on November 1, and for my wife 
to have spent over $r,ooo for furniture, becamea disgrace when 
I received notice on November 23 to return in January. There 
were and are still officials in the State Department who do not 
like me or the things I tried to stand for. j # 

Invitations to lecture piled up on my desk from all parts of 
the country. I spoke in Baltimore twice, in New York several 
times, and in many other places, being paid liberally for m)’ 
efforts. When these appointments were ended, in the spring, 
my wife and I returned to our farm near Round Hill, Virginia. 

On May 28, my wife failed to join me, as usual, at break- 
fast, and I discovered 'that .she had died from a heart attack 
during the night in her room. It Was the greatest shock that 
ever came to me. Nobody had dreamed that she had any 
serious illness, although our physician in Berlin had warned her 
to climb steps slowly. She had a moderate heart trouble, and 
she had exerted herself socially more than I had. ^ She was only 
sixty-two years old, and I was sixty-eight. But there she lay, 
stone dead, and there was no help for it; and’I was so sur- 
prised and sad I could hardly decide what to do. 

I have been four and a half jears in Europe with the hope 
of serving my country. How much one could do is an open 
question. The present-day world has learned nothing from the 
World War. Instead of keeping the treaties of 1919-23, nearly 
all peoples have violated them Twice as much mone> is being 
spent now each year in preparation for another war as was 
spent »n ip‘3» h* ! fi ,c °f ‘he fact that nearly all people* are 
bearing the greatest debts known to liirfor y. Shall nr lie con- 
fronted by another world war? And would jiolafion be pcoiible 
for any great industrial country? 

With war preparations and die railing of trade barrier* be- 
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yond anything known to modem history, another method of 
government has been adopted in Rome, Berlin and Tokyo. 
Over that vast area freedom of religion has ceased to exist, and 
universities no longer govern themselves.* In a single country 
1,600 professors and teachers in high schools have been dis- 
missed. Leaders in several countries have undertaken to dismiss, 
expel, imprison or kill Jews. There is no doubt that they 
have at times profiteered, but what other class or people has 
been free of such members? Anyone who knows the facts of 
1914-20 cannot forget that Jew’s fought bravely on both sides of 
the terrible war, and some outstanding members of the race 
gave millions of dollars to save the helpless, even starving, 
Germans in 1918-20. 

In a vast region where religious freedom is denied, where 
intellectual initiative and discovery are not allowed, and where 
race hatreds are cultivated daily, what can a representative of 
the United States do? Democratic peoples must maintain their 
faiths at home ; their representatives must try to improve inter- 
national co-operation; and on proper occasions they must re- 
mind men of the importance of world peace, easier commercial 
relations, and the significance of democratic civilization for 
which peoples have struggled since the sixteenth century. With ( 
these ideals in mind, I felt that I must represent my country 
the best I could while dwelling among the Germans, who are 
by nature more democratic than any other great race in Europe. 

Could one' be successful? I made addresses on suitable 
occasions and desenbed our international difficulties, never 
criticizing the government to which I had been sent. When 
invitations to partisan affairs were sent to me, I maintained the 
attitude which our country has maintained since the Presidency 
of George Washington. Was it the duty of representatives of 
democratic countries to attend conferences where democracy 
was ridiculed and attacked? I cannot think so. 4 

The logical outcome of vast war preparations is another war 
and what would another war leave of modem civilization* 
There are curious misunderstandings.' Great business and in- 
dustrial groups failed to recognize the necessity of international 
co-operation after 1920. Some of their chiefs defeated world 
peace efforts at Geneva more than once beramo th™ 1.* 
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the sale of arms and war materials more important than world 
peace. Other groups insisted in 1923 and 1930 on trade barriers 
which made debt payments impossible. So many influential men 
have failed to see that inventions, industrial revolution, and 
financial relations have brought mankind to a point where Co- 
operation and peace are the first conditions of prosperity for 
the masses of men everywhere. 



